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Abstract

The Martial Law period (1972-1981) which installed the dictatorship of Ferdinand E. Marcos is one 

of, if not, the most contested era of Philippine contemporary history. Aimed towards the 

establishment of a modern and developed Filipino society where citizens are free to reach their fullest 

potentials, the declaration of Martial Law was anchored on Marcos9 ideology called Bagong Lipunan 

(New Society). Despite the presence of an overwhelming amount of literature on the subject, there 

were few to no studies dealing with the mobility aspect of the said time period. In this regard, I have 

decided to look into Martial Law through a mobility lens with the specific aim of understanding 

Marcos and his technocrats/cronies9 rhetoric and imagination of mobility, particularly transport, in 

relation to the idea of Bagong Lipunan. In addition, this study is premised on the general question: <How 

did authoritarian regimes (i.e. Marcos and his cronies/technocrats) utilize their own imaginations of mobilities (in this 

case, transport planning) to consolidate social consensus and ensure their legitimacy?= 

In answering these questions, I used Metro Manila as a specific case study which at that time was 

consolidated into Metropolitan Manila following the regional development approach of the Marcos 

administration and the vision of the region as the City of Man popularized by the First Lady and 

Governor Imelda R. Marcos. I conducted archival research in three sites, namely the National Center 

for Transportation Studies (NCTS), the Third World Studies Center (TWCS) both in University of 

the Philippines Diliman, and the Rizal Library in the Ateneo de Manila University from April to May 

2024. From there, I gained accessed to the three transport studies commissioned by the Marcos Sr. 

government starting in 1973 until 1983. Aside from these, I also accessed key documents pertaining 

to the New Society and the City of Man produced by the Philippine government. 

Using discourse analysis as my research methodology, I examined the <multiple ways of seeing 

mobilities= (Jensen, 2011) in relation to the framing of transport issues and solutions in the 

Metropolitan Manila region. I then proceeded to analyze the <constellations of mobilities= by 

untangling the representations, practices and movements associated to the LRT-1. From this, I looked 

at the mobility regime espoused by the authoritarian government of Marcos Sr.

Finally, I ended my research with the acknowledgment that further aspects such as transport outside 

the National Capital Region and the overall national transport must be examined to have a more 

holistic understanding of the transport situation in the Philippines during specific historical moments. 
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Also, a comparison with the case of Jakarta, Indonesia during the rule of Suharto can be equally 

important to understand authoritarian regimes and their mobility visions in Southeast Asia.
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Extended Summary (Italiano)

Il periodo della Legge Marziale (1972-1986), che instaurò la dittatura di Ferdinand E. Marcos, è uno 
dei periodi più contestati, se non il più contestato, della storia contemporanea delle Filippine. Mirato 
all'instaurazione di una società filippina moderna e sviluppata, dove i cittadini sono liberi di 
raggiungere il loro pieno potenziale, la dichiarazione della Legge Marziale si basava sull'ideologia di 
Marcos chiamata Bagong Lipunan (Nuova Società).

Nel realizzare questo, il suo regime invocò una «rivoluzione dal centro» chiedendo il supporto dei 
filippini, portando infine a molti cambiamenti in vari aspetti della società filippina. Questa 
«rivoluzione» non fu guidata solo dal dittatore stesso, ma fu anche assistita dai suoi tecnocrati, amici 
e dalla First Lady, che, ciascuno a modo proprio, avevano interessi diversi e talvolta contrastanti. 
Infatti, il regime marziale di Marcos è tipicamente descritto come una «dittatura coniugale» (Mijares, 
1976), «capitalismo delle cricche» (Manapat, 1991), e/o la «nascita della tecnocrazia filippina» 
(Tadem, 2014).

Queste categorie derivano da un'analisi approfondita del regime di Marcos, che si è concentrata 
principalmente sui suoi effetti socio-politici. Tuttavia, ci sono stati pochi, se non nessuno, studi che 
trattano l9aspetto della mobilità del periodo in questione.

A questo proposito, ho deciso di esaminare la Legge Marziale attraverso una lente di mobilità con 
l9obiettivo specifico di comprendere la retorica e l'immaginario di Marcos e dei suoi tecnocrati/amici 
sulla mobilità, in particolare il trasporto, in relazione all'idea di Bagong Lipunan.

Inoltre, questo studio si basa sulla domanda generale: «Come hanno utilizzato i regimi autoritari 
(cioè Marcos e i suoi amici/tecnocrati) la loro immaginazione delle mobilità (in questo caso, la 
pianificazione del trasporto) per consolidare il consenso sociale e garantire la loro legittimità?»

In corollario, intendo rispondere alle seguenti domande:

(a) Quali erano i discorsi prevalenti sul trasporto durante la Legge Marziale?
(i) Come il regime inquadrava i problemi e le questioni relative al trasporto del suo tempo?
(ii) Quale ruolo aveva il trasporto nella costruzione della Nuova Società?

(b) Che tipo di regime di mobilità è stato promosso dal dittatore e dai suoi tecnocrati (e 
amici)?
(i) Quali erano le soluzioni proposte per i problemi che avevano identificato?
(ii) Sotto la Nuova Società, chi poteva muoversi, quando e perché?

(c) Come sono stati conciliati e negoziati gli immaginari mobili differenti (ad esempio, 
tecnocratico, politico-economico) da parte degli attori chiave di un regime autoritario (cioè 
dittatore, funzionari locali, pianificatori dei trasporti, amici, ecc.)?
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Nel rispondere a queste domande, ho utilizzato Metro Manila come caso di studio specifico, che in 
quel periodo fu consolidato nella Regione della Capitale Nazionale seguendo l9approccio di sviluppo 
regionale dell9amministrazione Marcos. Questa area geografica è stata selezionata specificamente 
considerando l9attenzione massima data alla regione metropolitana come sede del potere politico ed 
economico della nazione. Questa tendenza è stata osservata anche in altre capitali del sud-est asiatico 
durante quel periodo.

Il caso di Metro Manila è stato esaminato in due parti. In primo luogo, ho analizzato gli immaginari 
mobili complessivi del regime di Marcos attraverso i piani di sviluppo nazionale formulati durante la 
Legge Marziale. Ho messo a confronto questi piani di sviluppo nazionale con l9ideologia di Bagong 
Lipunan attraverso i testi chiave sulla Legge Marziale nelle Filippine. Successivamente, questi sono 
stati collegati con l9idea di Metropolitan Manila come la «Città dell9Uomo», popolarizzata dall9allora 
First Lady e Governatrice di Metro Manila Imelda R. Marcos, e i tre studi sui trasporti 
commissionati dal governo nazionale. 

Guardando a queste due concettualizzazioni ideali (sebbene intrecciate) del trasporto nazionale e 
regionale/metropolitano, il mio obiettivo è comprendere gli immaginari mobili generali del regime di 
Marcos non solo sulla base delle sue ideologie, ma anche attraverso i meccanismi con cui consente di 
accomodare e/o rinegoziare gli interessi dei detentori del potere del regime (ad esempio, l9expertise 
tecnica dei pianificatori dei trasporti, altri esperti contro gli interessi di altri blocchi di potere [ad 
esempio amici, altri gruppi di élite, famiglie influenti, politici locali, funzionari pubblici]).

La seconda parte si concentrerà sui risultati degli studi commissionati, in particolare sulla loro 
traduzione in piani concreti per la costruzione della Linea 1 della Light Railway Transit (LRT-1). 
L9LRT-1 è stato trattato come un artefatto che può essere dissezionato per rivelare le «costellazioni 
di mobilità» (Cresswell, 2010) e i «regimi di mobilità» (Schiller e Salazar, 2013) di quel periodo storico 
specifico.

Ho impiegato una metodologia qualitativa in questa ricerca, in particolare l'analisi del discorso, al 
fine di catturare i diversi significati, idee e immaginari relativi al trasporto del regime e dei suoi attori 
chiave. I seguenti documenti/testi, consultati attraverso la biblioteca del National Center for 
Transportation Studies (NCTS), del Third World Studies Center, entrambi presso l9Università delle 
Filippine Diliman, e la Rizal Library dell9Ateneo de Manila University, sono stati esaminati: (1) Piani 
di Sviluppo delle Filippine (1972-1986); (2) Urban Transport Study in Manila Metropolitan Area 
(UTSMMA); (3) Metro Manila Transport, Land Use, and Development Planning Project (MMETROPLAN); 
(4) Metro Manila Urban Transportation Strategy Planning Project (MMUTSTRAP); (5) Testi chiave sulla 
Nuova Società e sulla Città dell9Uomo.

Lo studio inizia contestualizzando la legge marziale nelle Filippine, concentrandosi sulle 
giustificazioni di Marcos Sr. e sulla sua visione per una Bagong Lipunan (Nuova Società), in cui 
mirava a creare una società filippina moderna e sviluppata. Questa visione implicava la 
riconfigurazione delle Filippine in diverse regioni, con Metro Manila come obiettivo centrale. Imelda 
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Marcos, come prima governatrice di Metro Manila, promosse il concetto di Città dell9Uomo, che era 
legato al suo ruolo di ministra degli Insediamenti Umani e al suo approccio umanistico allo sviluppo 
delle comunità. Parte di questo approccio includeva affrontare i bisogni umani fondamentali, tra cui 
la mobilità, che si rifletteva nei progetti di trasporto del governo Marcos, come la creazione della 
Manila Transit Corporation e della Light Rail Transit (LRT). Questi progetti di trasporto erano 
guidati da consulenti stranieri e miravano a modernizzare Metro Manila per adattarla all'immagine di 
una capitale disciplinata e moderna sotto la Nuova Società.

Lo studio evidenzia anche il progetto della LRT-1 come un caso di corruzione e manovre politiche 
durante la legge marziale. La LRT-1, pur presentata come essenziale per il progresso nazionale, fu 
segnata da costi gonfiati e dal cronyismo, in particolare tramite il coinvolgimento di Rodolfo Cuenca, 
un stretto alleato di Marcos Sr. La Banca Mondiale espresse preoccupazioni sulla viabilità finanziaria 
del progetto, ma questo andò comunque avanti, sottolineando come i progetti infrastrutturali 
venissero usati per promuovere una visione moderna e disciplinata della mobilità. Il progetto della 
LRT-1 esemplificò la visione paternalistica di Marcos Sr. della mobilità, offrendola come un dono al 
popolo, ma usandola anche come uno strumento di controllo, illustrando ulteriormente la complessa 
intersezione tra ideali tecnocratici, cronyismo e strategia politica durante la legge marziale.
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<History is not through with me yet!=

<Why has there been a 

the story, their narrative, their interpretation of history.=

<Judge me not by my ancestors, but my actions.=
Ferdinand <Bongbong= R. Marcos Jr., President and son of a dictator

study of Marcos9 

survivors9 and perpetrators9 testimonies, court cases, news clippings, and a variety of other materials 

Ocampo9s September 2022 column article Marcos: 8History is not through with me yet!9. 

The Human Rights Violations Victims9 Memorial Commission (HRVVMC) was created through Republic Act No. 
<t

=. More information can be read here: 

Aguinaldo. This is followed by Jose P. Laurel9s declaration in wartime Philippines in the 1940s. The most recent 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQrLs49_mco
https://hrvvmemcom.gov.ph/about-us/


Barrett Browning: < =

transport history continues to be constricted within the <North Atlantic model= (p. 3) which means 

remedy this, he proposed that transport historians start by <engaging scholars in all the 

dominant mobility regimes… 

(dominant vs. subaltern)= (pp. 6

response to Moraglio9s concerns. For one, it answers the need to look into geographical locations 

<peripheral mobilities= (Moraglio, 2018) can be best examined. 

curbing the rising <communist threat= in the region which could have implications in its national 

Taken from Barrett Browning9s poem 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43742/sonnets-from-the-portuguese-43-how-do-i-love-thee-let-me-count-the-ways
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43742/sonnets-from-the-portuguese-43-how-do-i-love-thee-let-me-count-the-ways


It could also be an opportunity to dissect Marcos9 

his propaganda tool and the many ways it has influenced his regime9s transport imaginations. Aside 

of the concrete manifestations of the regime9s transport imaginations

available, he critically observed that <[w]hen it comes to the Marcos dictatorship, few of us in the 

bothered to unravel the regime9s inner workings, despite the lifting of the repressive 

atmosphere under Marcos9s reign and the availability of sources since the strongman9s downfall= (p. 

, which he likened to a <secret chamber=, 



not exhaustive, this can pave the way to understanding the mobile aspects of Marcos9 authoritarian 

Marcos family9s image and place in Philippine history. 

ering 31 million votes, Ferdinand 8Bongbong9 Marcos Jr., son of the deceased dictator, 

portrayed as the <Golden Age= of 

by emphasizing the regime9s nu

this <false nostalgia= (Punongbayan, 2023) as highlighted by his 



<Bayan Bangon Muli=

their patriarch9s dark past. In the recent presidential polls, Marcos Jr., taking the lead, asked everyone 

through his spokesperson to <judge me not by my ancestors, but my actions= (Lema and Dela Cruz, 

<Nahuhuli ang isda sa 

sarili nitong bibig=

<Diktadurang Marcos= <Diktadura=

no other president declared Martial Law and ruled as a dictator throughout the country9s history 

9 and cronies9 rhetoric and imagination of mobility, 

on the general question: <

= 

Some believe that Marcos, Jr. deliberately chose 8BBM9 to distance himself from his surname and his father9s harsh 



metropolitan region as the nation9s seat of political and economic power

 

Then these are dovetailed with the idea of Metropolitan Manila as the <City of 

Man=, popularized by then First Lady and Metro Manila Governor Imelda R. Marcos, and the 

 



in which it allows for the accommodation and/or renegotiation of the regime9s power 
holders9 multiple interests

 

are treated as artefacts which can be dissected to reveal the <constellations of mobility= 
and <regimes of mobility= 

<multiple ways of seeing mobilities= (Jensen, 

ration given the length of Marcos Sr.9s rule as president which ran for more than two decades. 

which according to Mayr (2015) <is concerned with exposing the often hidden 

ideologies that are reflected, reinforced, and constructed in everyday and institutional discourse= (p. 

765). While 

In other words, CDA allowed me 



capturing the regime and its key actors9 different transportation meanings, ideas, and 

aring Martial Law is also given space in the next chapter followed by the dictator9s ideology of 

<City of Man= of the

Anne Jensen9s 

notion of <multiplicities of seeing mobilities= is crucial in unpacking the multiple technocratic visions 

8 9

Again, Jensen9s <multiplicities of seeing mobilities= is key in understanding the varied transport 

imaginaries in and of the regime. The concept 8mobility regime9 is utilized here as defined by Nina 

, Tim Cresswell9s 8politics of mobility9 primarily his idea 

of 8constellations of mobility9 

of Marcos Sr.9s regime.



dictatorship. Also, moving forward I will briefly outline a comparative study of Marcos9s Martial Law 



: Marcos9 dream of a 8New Society9

<May bagong silan <Some are great, and some are few
And others lie while some of us be telling the truth…

Some know it all while some act dumb…
And some of us will be finding our minds and be thinking…

8Cause every color and every hue is represented by me and you…
At ating itanghal: Bagong Lipunan!=

Spinnin9 round make it twirl in this kaleidoscope world=

<There9s a new birth, there9s already a new life, new country, new movement in the New Society! All things will 
change towards progress and let us proclaim: New Society!=

Also known as The March of the New Society. The title can be roughly translated to <New Birth=. 

Association of the Nation9s Children) or KKK. His death is often attributed to Emilio Aguinaldo, the first president of 

Aguinaldo plotted to assassinate him as they deemed him a threat to Aguinaldo9s leadership

finding commission was established by then Pres. Marcos to resolve Aquino9s murder, many are 



Philippine contemporary history: Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr.9s Martial Law. Much can be said on how 

The use of the word <interpretation= here is deliberate as I subscribe to the idea that a historian9s duty 

The first is the idea that <history means interpretation= (p. 23). By this, he meant that the task of the 

not merely recording what happened before. The keyword here is <evaluation= which implies that 

The historian9s role of assessing historical details brings us to the second takeaway which is Carr9s 

notion of <imaginative understanding=. He explained that historians in <achieve[ing] some kind of 

e] writing= (p. 24) allows them to better 

necessarily mean to be sympathizing but rather figuratively putting themselves in their subject9s shoes. 

narratives under the veil of <respectable opinion= 

This book was based on Carr9s George Macaulay Trevelyan Lectures at the University of Cambridge in January to March 



<belong not to the past but to the present= (p. 25) emphasizing that their role is <to master and 

understand it [the past] as the key to the understanding of the present= (p. 26). 

student activists, the <subalterns= (Spivak, 1988) and so on.

< =
Mill9s



The standard textbook discussions of Marcos Sr.9s Martial Law always begin with its declaration in 

of the Philippines9 most important 

8enemies of the state9 (i.e. 

oxy wars. No region was spared in the latter9s 



the 8granting9 of independence by the US in 1946, the Philippines remained beholden to its former 

(New People9s Army) in 1968 and 1969, 

that time were Lorenzo 8Ka Tanny9 Tañada (1898
who were critics of Marcos Sr.9s Martial Law

called <First Great Rectification=, a criticism 
(PKP) formed in 1930. Jose Maria 8Joma9 Sison (1939



iscourse on <US Marcos regime= as the enemy of 

the Filipino masses. A people9s (armed) revolution was, and until today

Marcos Sr.9s own words, his 8overwhelming mandate9 was brought by the 8achievements9 during his 

<The next few years will lay the basis for a 4

4

social, legal and economic systems=

NDF is considered one of the world9s longest running communist 8insurgency9, if not the world9s longest.



with insults, pebbles and a cardboard coffin to symbolize <the death of democracy= (Lacaba, 1982) in 

The FQS is considered by many as the prelude to Marcos Sr.9s imposition of Martial Law. It was 

documented by Jose 8Pete9 Lacaba in a series of articles which was later 

Liberal Party (LP) led by Sen. Benigno 8Ninoy9 Aquino, consi

But Marcos9 critics feared that the president 

which resulted to nine deaths and hundreds of injured during the Liberal Party9s election campaign rally. 



This incident along with other 8terroristic acts9

in various 8communist infested9 areas in the country

4

<Do you remember night of September?= …or was it the 23

Taken from the song <September= by Earth, Wind & Fire (197 which, in any way, is not related to Marcos9 Martial 
Law. The song9s first line coincides with the supposed starting date of Martial Law, six years prior to the release of the 

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/1972/09/23/radio-tv-address-of-president-marcos/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/1972/09/23/radio-tv-address-of-president-marcos/
https://archive.org/details/declaration-of-martial-law-in-the-philippines-1972
https://archive.org/details/declaration-of-martial-law-in-the-philippines-1972


To better understand the inner workings of the dictator9s justification of martial rule, it is best to 

addressing these <equally serious disorders=.

<

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/1972/09/21/proclamation-no-1081/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/1972/09/21/proclamation-no-1081/


beliefs=

ered the armed revolutionaries (Human Rights Violations Victims9 

conflict between private armies called Christian 8Ilagas9 and the Muslim 8Barracudas9 as well as 



against forces that were threatening the stability of the republic. As he explained, <the rebellion and 

Philippines= 

4

<call out such armed forces to prevent or suppress lawless violence, 

=



show an 8overwhelming9 support for the new constitution. Those w

needed to do was to continuously embellish his <legal fiction= (Quezon, 2018) to become a full

Legitimizing authoritarianism through law and political 8scholarship9

(Filipinized term for coup d9état), <conjugal dictatorship= (Mijares, 1978), and <crony 

capitalism= (Manapat, 2020). Each of these terminologies reflect a certain perspective and, more or 

to Sen. Arturo Tolentino9s remark that the declaration of Martial Law was a coup (Quezon, 2018). 

power extends their rule often through extralegal means. This makes sense given that Marcos9 

On the other hand, <conjugal dictatorship= was 

communications manager, in his eponymous book published in 1978. He described Marcos9 rule not 



traditionally considered largely ceremonial. Imelda R. Marcos9

The term <crony capitalism=, on the one hand, refers mainly to the socio

Marcos9 regime was tagged as such was in an article written

The History of Marcos9 Crony Capitalism 

this remains one of, if not, the standard books in Marcos9s crony economic policies where it 

le of technocrats which was also observed during Marcos Sr.9s regime.

But for Marcos Sr., these aforementioned nomenclatures did not fit well with his overall <legal fiction= 

erm <constitutional authoritarianism=.   

9s Martial Law, Marcos Sr. with the powers vested by the 

as a response to the <threats= faced 



<Whenever in the judgment of the President (Prime Minister), there exists 

of the law of the land=

9s 

materials about his supposed theory of <democratic revolution from the center= and other political 

a function of any democratic government <to make itself the faithful instrument of the people9s 

revolutionary aspirations= (p. 70).

The use of 8revolution9 as a rhetorical device by Marcos Sr. was not coincidental with the rising 

books were written by the dictator but were either plagiarized or <padded with lengthy appendices= (p. 173).  



violent, and moral compared to the 8bloody Jacobin 

revolution9 of the communists. To make it more appealing, he (or his ghost writers) tapped on the 

tic revolution from the 8unfinished 

revolution of 18969

Moreover, this democratic revolution being 8from the center9 also meant that it was not only different 

Identifying the left and the right as 8threats9 to the republic as 

4

What9s new with the New Society?

(year 2450) when a World State governs through a 8scientific dictatorship9 and humans are genetically 

Marcos9 dictatorship, what I would like to illustrate here is the unimaginative use of the qualifier 8new9 

The idea of rebirth or 8dawn of a new age9 has always been part of any society9s historical narrative. In 

fact, no single person, or groups of people, can lay claim on the 8original9 use of this metaphor, may 

referred to them in this manner: <[T]oday, in our time, a new cry summons into convocation all the strength of our 
4

decision two months ago that began the transformation of the face and soul of the nation= (Marcos, 1972a; emp



8new9 has reached to such an extent that it is rendered not new anymore. 

This can be gleaned from Franklin D. Roosevelt9s New Deal, John F. Kennedy9s New Frontier, 

Lyndon B. Johnson9s Great Society, Suharto9s 

Salazar9s 

(New Philippines) as his administration9s 

Whether these past iterations of new societies influenced Marcos Sr.9s 

of Martial Law, where he wrote <I endeavor to explain what I believe is the novel idea of a new society 

under a 8crisis government9. Actually this is a reform government under martial law= (p. 2). This woul

society? In other words, what was wrong with the Philippine society at that time? In Marcos Sr.9s 

oligarchic society. By this he meant, <that the economic gap between the rich and the poor provides 

the wealthy few the opportunity of exercising undue influence on the political authority= (Marcos, 

clarified that by oligarch <I refer to the few who would promote their selfish interests through indirect 

= (Marcos, 1974, p. 90). For him, this was the 

Muslim secessionism. He would go on in historicizing this and traced its origin to the country9s 

, but cautioned that <[T]he fact that we were colonized can no longer excuse us. This 

society that we live in is of our own making= (Marcos, 1974, p. 90).



same diagnosis of the country9s problem. Kno

immoral. And that as the <duly elected president of the republic= he was in a better position to speak 

But Martial Law was only considered an antidote by the dictator for the country9s socio

is a society where <equality of opportunity is not 

a fraud but a fact= and <a few should not be born 8with everything9 while the many start (sic) life with 

nothing= (p. 105). 

was the dictatorial regime9s vision of a modern 

progress and modernization, emphasizing how <[M]any of the advances we can list do

= (Marcos, 1973; emphasis mine). In 

country characterized as < = (Marcos, 1972b; 

behind his authoritarian rule. For him, <[I]t is one of the basic and significant developments in our country during the 

.= (Marcos, 1972
Although it is interesting to discuss further on a modernist reading of Marcos Sr.9s propaganda of 



Marcos Sr. wrote <In the New Society, development does not only imply economic advance[

being of the broad masses of our people=. Further adding 

that <[I]t means getting down and reaching the poorest segments of our population: the urban and 

, and the sustenance fisherman=.

in the New Society, it was the regime9s adoption of regional 

a clear break from the previous administrations9 highl

I would like to direct my readers to Agnes Heller9s article 

the latter two are crucial in understanding Marcos Sr.9s vision of 



Furthermore, it was the dictatorship9s attempt to close the wide socio

reconfiguring a physical space, that is the Philippine territory. Following Henri Lefebvre9s Theory of 

ions of Marcos Sr.9s 

referring to <a space which it refers= (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 44). In other words, understanding the New 

but also as a (social) space, or a <conceived space= in Lefebvrian jargon, is a helpful exercise 

Further extending Lefebvre9s notion of conceived space, the regionalization of the Philippines can 

also be read as the dictatorial regime9s <geographical imagination= (Gregory, 1993). This concept refers 

to cartographic acts resulting to visual representations that are based from <

postmodernism= (…). In this regard, it can be said that the reorganization of the entire Philippines 

was the Marcos Sr. regime9s way of geographically imagining 

4 ppines9 



Transport planning as visions of mobility for the 8City of Man9

<…these memories are somehow accretions, accumulated layers of various people and events that 

persona that is most associated with the street.=

<Metro Manila is traumatic in two senses: it is a traumatic experience, 
and it is the product of the historical trauma of Martial Law.=

Philippines9 national capital region came to be as a result of the regional development framework of 

region. Reimagining the region as the 8City of Man9, her governance employed a humanistic urban 

9s



of President Marcos Sr.9s martial law government and to solicit approval for its proposed 

specifically asked if they were in favor of the president to restructure their local governments into <an 

integrated system like a Manager or Commission form= (United States Congress, 1975, 416). 



area, the creation of the new region was justified by President Marcos Sr. as <part of reform measures 

under Martial Law= towards the <eradication of social and 

discontent and rebellion= (Presidential Decree no. 824, 1975). 

country9s prime metropolitan region (Ruland, 1985). 

Sr. and his technocrats to reinforce the important role of Manila as the country9s political, economic, 



The appointment of Mrs. Marcos as governor was received ambiguously by Marcos Sr.9s supporters 

one hand, and was a cause for concern, on the other (Butterfield, 1976). Being the president9s wife, 

arcos9 <prestige and political influence…has enabled her to 

function effectively…providing coordination between national departments, MMC operations and 

local government functions= (p. 11).

9s

potentially succeed her husband. Some even call her the 8de facto vice president9 (Butterfield, 1976). For a more detailed 

Imelda Marcos9 Diplomacy: The transformation of the role of a First Lady 



This brought two issues to the fore. The first one was more political and involved the First Lady9s 

administration9s critics who considered this as proof of the growing ne

allies who saw this a threat to the stability of Marcos Sr.9s inner circle of cronies and technocrats. They 

4the New Society9s region 

4

Settlements. This came with the regime9s recognition of Metro Manila9s importance in national 



. Hence, the region9s urban development be one of the administration9s top priorities.

With Metro Manila9s urban development now part of the regime9s agenda for the achievement of the 

Lady9s political roles. 

Lady9s <City of Man=

that Metropolitan Manila would become the <City of Man,= an ideal city in the 

Philippines9 

To understand better what the <City of Man= was, it is imperative first, to look at how the Marcos Sr. 

regime described Metropolitan Manila, and second, to know the Metropolitan Manila Commission9s 

role in making the region the <City of Man=. There are two

Both publications recognized the strategic role of Metro Manila in the Philippines9 overall 

reason why Marcos Sr.9s critics dubbed h regime as a 8conjugal dictatorship9.



region citing the lack of planning with the country9s colonial past as the root cause. Accordingly, the 

Manila became incongruent with the Filipino identity as it <seemed to mock the talent of the Filipinos 

create= (p. 14). This led to the region9s stagnation and decay. In other words, Metropolitan Manila 

Given this context, the Marcos Sr. regime, through its governor, proposed the vision of the <City of 

Man=. In the foreword of the 1976 NMPC publication, Governor Marcos wrote that Metropolitan 

Manila is the City of Man because <it exists for one primary pu

of life of every human being= (p. 3). As such, the vision for Metro Manila was anchored on a 

humanistic ideology best encapsulated in the words of Governor Marcos: <To be an authentic Manilan 

is to be a human being= (p

fulfillment of man9s eleven basic needs: water, power, food, clothing, shelter, medical services, 

MMC led by Governor Marcos, with the aid of the Marcos Sr. regime9s technocrats, believed that 

these needs must be met not only for the region9s residents <to live fully, happily and with dignity= 

but also <to enable every Filipino to experience the gains of the New Society directly= (Manuel, 1978, 

Sr. regime9s problematization of traffic in the Metropolitan Manila region. In 1974, the president 

recognized the existence of a <transport crisis= (Manuel



officio member of the new corporation9s board and was 

to better appreciate what informed the First Couple9s mobile or the Philippines9 capital region.

<The Mass Transit System in Metro Manila: From Tranvia to MRT, 1879 2014=

ages, and that its present dire conditions may be attributed to the piecemeal adoption of these plans9 

(UTSMMA) by the Japanese government9s Overseas Technical Cooperation Agency in 



The UTSMMA is the Philippines9 first ever transport study. It was conducted by the Overseas 

the world9s leading experts in that field. 

The UTSMMA team described the region9s traffic congestion as a serious problem wherein <it takes 

hours on major roads= (p. 41). The traffic congestion was a



ations and will no longer ply along the major thoroughfares. This is the planners9 

solution to traffic congestion which they primarily attribute to the 8undisciplined9 behavior of the 



closest to what could be the cars9 role in their proposed plan. Table 1 summarizes the proposed 

as the region9s main 



8subway9, only certain 



time the Metropolitan Manila Commission was established. In fact, the notion of a 8City of Man9 was 

region9s worsening traffic congestion, poor maintenance and management of road infrastructure as 

. children9s playground). Traffic 

congestion, however, was not the region9s most concerning issue according to the MMETROPLAN 

jeepneys as unique and flexible to the point that it was <the envy of many cities in the world= (Freeman 

Fox Associates, 1977, p. 24). This probably stemmed from the British planners9 emphasis on 





STRAP) aimed to layout a comprehensive transport plan by synthesizing the <diverse, 

oftentimes disparate, and conflicting studies and proposals into a unified whole= (p. 3). In the end, 

of Metro Manila9s transport system, their proposed solutions and their underlying principles, and an 



did not even meet at least half of the buses9 and jeepney9s patronage share. The latter had the largest 

a transport scenario in the region which they term as the <family of public transit modes= (p. 65). In 

Principle of <Family of 
Public Transit Modes= 

functioning of the region9s 

Still used up to this day, a tricycle is made up of a motorcycle with an attached side car. It is a bit similar to Thailand9s



subsequent transport projects of the Marcos Sr. government to realize the New Society9s City of Man. 

be too easy to justify the need for these planners9 

assistance because of the planners9 technical know

administrators9 motivations in making those decisions. 

concerned with their image brought by their 8exotic9 transport modes, these governments would 

eventually attempt to modernize by replacing <less capital

intensive vehicles, such as taxis and buses= (Dick & Rimmer, 1986, p. 180). In 



explain that these foreign consultants would act as <8trojan horses9 to facilitate aid programs for 

intensive public transport= (p. 184). 

In this case, foreign consultants would come in to countries like the Philippines, evaluate their clients9 



nesses to dominate the country9s transport systems.

<The capital cities of Southeast Asia are not only sources of political power but also symbols 

= (Dick & Rimmer, 1986, p. 

befitted Metro Manila as the City of Man, the national capital region of the regime9s New Society. 

put it, <particular ways of seeing mobilities= (p. 255). This is apparent not only on the foreign 

consultants9 proposed solutions but also on the way they framed Metro Manila9s transport woes. The 



Manila allowed for the <proliferation of independent road transportation utility operators= which did 

not offer <the commuting public with adequate and responsive service" (Presidential Decree 492, 

Aside from this, another obvious 8way of seeing mobilities9 taken by the Marcos Sr. government from 

Ministry of Transportation and Communication, deployed the foreign planner9s modernized view on 

political dimension of mobilities in which the 8ways of seeing mobilities9 reconfigure movement9s 



interests and beliefs, in pursuing the New Society9s City of Man.



<The COA [Commission on Audit] reported that during the last two years of the Marcos 

expenses included Mrs. Marcos9 trips to the US and Europe as well as junkets of their friends, 
including George Hamilton=

< ’

Plymouths, and Pontiacs.= 

with its concomitant assessment and proposed solutions to the region9s transport woes.

A quick observation of Metro Manila9s current transport infrastructure, however, would show that the 

might have been the result of the regime9s authoritarian or



cos Sr. the builder and the Philippines9 8Golden Age of Infrastructure9

Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr.9s twenty

members of the Marcos dynasty and their supporters as the Philippines9 8Golden Era9. For them, this 

(NHCP) in 2020, former Marcos Sr.9s technocrats namely Cesar Virata, Vicente Paterno, Estelito 

<time consuming debates in the Philippine Congress= (Tade

Philippines9 most ambitious socio



The immensity of the regime9s development plan can be gleaned in Marcos Sr.9s eight State of the 

Specifically, he described his administration9s infrastructure

<There was no letup in our effort to support the growth of the economy with 

4

15% to 45% of the budget= (Marcos, 1973).

presidency. Among these are the 8designer9 hospitals

entitled <Achievement of President Marcos= documented what it deemed as <an impressive record of 

achievements never before witnessed in our history= setting them against <the past decades of inaction 

and stagnation=

1946. In the years following the publication of <To Move a Nation to Progress: Achievements of 

These 8designer9 hospitals refer to the Philippine Heart Center, the Lung Center of the Philippines, and the National 
Kidney Institute which were built as part of the Marcos regime9s medical tourism plan.



President Ferdinand E. Marcos=, and especially in the early years of martial law, the Marcos Sr. regime 

Marcos Sr. himself as a builder. Examples of these publications were <The Marcos Revolution: A 

progress report on the New Society of the Philippines= by the 

1980; <The Marcos Years: Achievements under the New Society= by the Office of Media Affairs in 

1981; and the <Marcos: The Builder= by Jose T. Tumbokon

8modern9 access roads in the South Superhighway. 



Part of the massive infrastructure development initially instituted during Marcos Sr.9s first term and 

functions, but also as <concrete semiotic and aesthetic vehicles oriented to addressees= (p. 329) which 

the ontology of infrastructures is both as <things and the relation between things= (p. 329). This means 

using these transport infrastructures to <proffer [these] representations to its citizens and asks them 

take those representations as social facts= (Larkin, 2013: 335).

war Manila, the Philippines9 capital, came as a result of 

(UTSMMA) with the Japanese government9s Overseas Technical Cooperation Agency (OTCA) in 



adulatory manner, that the MMETROPLAN was <the only significant and comprehensive study

recommending transport investments within Philippine urban areas= (p. 19). It added that the 

ers and whose main task is to <oversee the 

thereof.= He also appointed then First Lady Imelda R. Marcos as chairperson who was concurrently 



As I have lightly touched upon the preceding chapter, one of the implications of the 8ways of seeing 

mobilities9, as explained by Anne Jensen (2011)

Its planners explained on their cover letter that <The development planning recommendations have 

policies=. In this regard, the MMETROPLAN planners saw the importance of anchoring their 



potential of <providing the skeleton of a mass transport system= (p. 13). It would traverse the 



urban development plan for Metro Manila that would <promote the development of idle, under

utilized and blighted properties= (M

President9s Hotel were demolished to give way for the Carriedo Station.

<[T]his potential is further reinforced by the availability of sizeable plots either privately or publicly 

looked by leading urban developers= (

proposed the notions of <constellations of mobility= (2010). According to him, mobilities consist of 



there was a transportation crisis (Crisanto, 1979). Going back to some years before Crisanto9s article, 

problems <manifested to the travelling public in long waiting times, the need for frequent interchange, 

and poor levels of comfort for travellers= (p. 24). 

imagination (as quoted from Edgar M. Reyes9 

technology could be adopted in the Philippines because <it occupies the

[sic] as a single bus lane but has at least the capacity of a double lane=

mentioned that national development requires <an efficient



and dependable transportation system.= It explicitly indicated the MMETROPLAN and its 

Metrorail depicting it as <The New Republic9s Gift to the City of Man= (Image 1

of the New Society, but also with that of the vision of Metro Manila as the 8City of Man9 propagated 

1 as the <greatest legacy= for their 

. Metrorail as a component of the First Lady9s City of Man. 



<children=, the Filipino people, while on the other, it is a gift of the 

19s political representation can be observed in its architectural design, 

he Mañosa Company9s Facebook 

) and envisioned them to be <tropical, climatically responsive and truly spoke to our local 

culture.=

Man, are <a political practice that is [also] 

manifest in constructing material objects= (p. 29). As such, the LRT

the embodiment of the aspirations and dreams of Marcos Sr.9s New Society and his wife9s the City of 

Mañosa Company9s Facebook page



Marcos Sr. regime is characterized by a palingenetic architecture that <sought to prescribe a 

tan aspirations of modernity=

Watching through the video, one would notice the event9s exuberance as local and foreign guests were 

banner stating <Alay sa kinabukasan ng Metro Manila Maligayang Bati Pangulong Ferdinand E. Marcos=

offices she was heading. In Marcos Sr.9s speech, he re

brought by previous leaders who <chose to allow the evolution of a system that favored the private, 

often rich, motorist over the commuter.=

9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSXfg4QejNw


1 <has the interest of the mass commuter4 4at heart.=

Moreover, it <will soon displace other forms of mass transport= which he deemed as <unclean, 

wasteful, inefficient and evidently incapable of satisfying our requirements for mass mobility.=

train9s driver seat (Image 1

driver9s seat, he was sending the message that he was the country9s driver towards 

. President Marcos taking the driver9s seat of an LRT 
Screenshot of The Associated Press9 video 



19s 

Mobility regime of Marcos Sr.9s Martial Law

9

<relationships between the privileged movements of 

of the poor, powerless and exploited=



9

8A friend in need is a friend indeed9: Cronyism and the LRT

9
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complicated chapter of Philippine history that is Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr.9s martial law (1972

to stories from my mother9s side of the family 



The Marcos Sr. government9s 

part of the New Society9s "City of Man." 

Marcos administration used them to shape Metro Manila9s image as a modern, disciplined capital, 



9 9

mobility regime during Martial Law, while shaped by Marcos Sr.9s vision, was also informed by 

Rodolfo Cuenca, whose company benefited from government contracts. Despite the World Bank9s 

illustrating the regime9s use of infrastructure to promote a modern, disciplined, and politically 

4
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