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I Abstract  

 

The research explores the role, responsibility and impact of international media in 

reporting on different humanitarian crises, where armed conflict is in the centre. The 

research also explores the media’s influence in informing the public and creating a public 

discourse around solutions to end armed conflict and reduce humanitarian aid. 

Specifically, the impact of news and coverage of some of the largest humanitarian crises 

today, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Yemen, Myanmar, Ethiopia, and the allocation of 

humanitarian aid to these countries. Furthermore, the research discusses the principles of 

ethical reporting and gives examples of propaganda, selective empathy, other cognitive 

biases, and harmful media practices that could derail peace processes surrounding these 

conflicts, especially in Ukraine. Finally, the author gives recommendations for 

humanitarian reporting, based on the good practices drawn from the example of reporting 

on the Ukraine crisis and instigating support for the Ukrainian community worldwide. 

 

II Introduction  

 

This research will explore the role, responsibility, and impact that international media can 

have in generating and influencing public support, support of states and the international 

community to reduce the need for humanitarian assistance and create a public sphere for 

discussing peaceful conflict resolution strategies, advocating for negotiations and 

ultimately finding ways to prioritize human rights, specifically the right to life. Moreover, 

I will analyse the example of mass media attention attracted by the war in Ukraine and 

what are the benefits of keeping the public eye on the devastating effects caused directly 

and indirectly by armed conflict. Additionally, I will analyse the connection between 

media attention and the amount of humanitarian relief allocated to 5 humanitarian crises 

around the world. Those crises include Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the war in Yemen, 

the Myanmar conflict between the military junta and Myanmar’s previous government, 

Ethiopia’s civil war, and Afghanistan’s internal conflicts since the Taliban took over. 

These are some of the worst protracted crises today, and large-scale humanitarian 

operations are the lifeline for the populations in these countries. 
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The people in Myanmar, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Yemen and Ukraine are suffering from 

huge violations of their human rights, one of which is the inalienable right to life. 

Furthermore, this research will highlight the importance of equal protection of all life 

regardless of personal characteristics, as a guidance for allocating humanitarian aid and 

provide recommendations for how the media can influence this protection. 

This research doesn’t qualitatively analyse each article and how the chosen humanitarian 

crisis is reflected in the newspapers, but focuses more on general mentions of the chosen 

conflicts. Specifically, the 5 internationally read newspapers, La República, analysed in 

Italian Language, NY Times and The Guardian, in English, Le Soir, in French, and Die 

Zeit, in German.  

Next, I will explore the example of reporting on the Russia-Ukraine war and linking it to 

some good outcomes of mass media attention, such as the amount of humanitarian aid 

delivered, the prompt response of the human rights protection mechanisms – also 

reflected in high refugee acceptance numbers, huge involvement of humanitarian 

agencies on the ground, incited empathy etc. Additionally, I will look at what are some 

areas that haven’t been receiving the right kind and/or enough attention, such as 

promoting peace processes for ending the war instead of a military solution/ humanitarian 

intervention.   

In this work, I will reference research that has explored the connection between media 

attention and humanitarian relief donations. Moreover, I will specifically focus on the 

media mentions and the amount of help that Ukraine is receiving, exploring the difference 

in the amount of humanitarian aid delivered in the same time period, to multiple 

humanitarian crises in different parts of the world. Similarly, the affected communities 

caught in other armed conflicts are also faced with a huge humanitarian need, fatalities 

due to direct consequences of armed conflict, and other human rights violations such as 

those happening in Ukraine. 

I’ve chosen to focus on 5 wars happening globally in the same period. Specifically, the 

war in Ukraine, in Europe, the Taliban take-over in Afghanistan, the Myanmar civil 

conflict in Southeast Asia, Yemen’s “man-made” humanitarian crises, and in Ethiopia – 

Tigray conflict in the Horn of Africa. The specific wars are selected partially because they 

constitute some of the worst humanitarian crises, propelled by protracted conflict, and 
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face some of the worst human rights violations and abuse, especially the right to life. 

While these crises can be differentiated by geographical location, climate, culture, size, 

religion, and type of war; there are certainly similarities. Of the five selected wars, only 

the Russia-Ukrainian war is considered an international conflict – between sovereign 

states. On the other hand, Yemen, Ethiopia, Afghanistan and Myanmar are plagued with 

conflicts between non-governmental, ethnic, and religious minority groups joining forces, 

and government or military junta serving as interim government. Characteristically, none 

of these conflicts are solely led by the internal actors of the five states. Over the years 

many international organizations, whether military, humanitarian, NGO, state, or the UN 

have played a part in either promoting peace or exacerbating tense relations. For example, 

Ukraine is backed by much of Western countries such as the US and EU. The support is 

reflected in military equipment, military training and personnel, as well as in 

humanitarian aid and refugee acceptance programmes. While Russia is supported by 

some of the ex-Soviet world, China and North Korea, at least in a sense of strengthened 

diplomatic ties and global display of approval. Secondly, Yemen has many times been 

called a “proxy war” (Yemen’s Tragedy, 2023) because of the many international actors 

who have an interest in Yemen’s politics, resources, and geopolitical alignment of 

Yemen’s government. Specifically, the two main fighting sides in Yemen are the loyalists 

of the previous Yemeni president, the Houthis, in the North of Yemen, backed by Iran 

and Russia, while on the other side is the internationally recognized political group and 

the president backed by Saudi Arabia, UAE, and the US. It is important to note, that US 

support for Yemen did not only come from military equipment, humanitarian aid, and 

ammunition, but the Houthis have even been held back and attempted to be expelled from 

Sana through bombardment by American forces. Much like how the US has been keeping 

the Taliban at bay in Afghanistan. This will likely not be the kind of help that Ukraine 

will receive from the Western world as there is an additional risk that it could start WWIII 

and risk the use of nuclear weapons.  

Particularly for Afghanistan, while trying to reform the government, and seek out and 

eliminate the threat of the Taliban, the US activities left much of the country in poverty 

and neglected, suffering what is today one of the worst humanitarian crises globally. 

Much like the rest of the wars, different groups struggling for power in Afghanistan had 
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outside support from initially the Soviet Union, the US, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, UAE, 

and India, making it another proxy war. 

Next Myanmar, a country struggling to gain independence for over 50 years after being 

under Japanese and British rule for such a long time. Its military kept the Myanmar 

economy going with huge conglomerates that included foreign benefactors, which the 

country now depends on.  

‘’During this period of partial economic liberalization, the SLORC fostered a political 

and economic system where connections with political leadership, rather than 

productivity and competitiveness, led to the success of private enterprises. This, in turn, 

gave rise to corruption and the inequitable distribution of public resources, promoting 

the growth of a number of private companies and conglomerates that profited from 

preferential treatment by the ruling military junta in exchange for political loyalty, and 

thus became known as “crony companies.” (Human rights council, 2019) Due to personal 

political interests Russia and China blocked a UN decision condemning the coup. 

However, the Western world is supporting the people’s elected government in Myanmar.  

Finally, the situation in Ethiopia also depends on the conduct of international 

organizations and global attention. “The armed conflict in northern Ethiopia has received 

only a tiny fraction of the global attention focused on Ukraine, despite two years of 

atrocities, including a number of massacres, by the warring parties. 

The three elected African members of the UN Security Council—Gabon, Ghana, and 

Kenya—as well as Russia and China, have blocked even placing Ethiopia on its formal 

agenda for discussion, despite the council’s mandate to maintain and restore 

international peace and security.” (HRW, World Report 2023) The opposite is true for 

Ukraine, which will be elaborated in the further parts of the research. 

Another part of what makes these wars similar is that the violation of the right to life is 

only an extreme culmination of suffering while some of the other serious abuses include 

widespread sexual violence, extrajudicial executions, mass killings, forced displacement, 

rape and starvation as weapons of war; some of which constitute war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. After years of conflict and protracted food crisis, both Ethiopia, 

Afghanistan and Yemen depend on external humanitarian aid to feed and provide health 

care for the majority of the country. More than 70-80% of Yemen’s population is 

dependent on humanitarian aid for food and water. (Sharp, 2023). 
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Additionally, I will be analysing these conflicts from a geopolitical perspective and what 

it means for the people caught in an “internationalised” conflict context. Internationalised 

in a sense that many international actors, states, private companies, the UN, and other 

INGOs are choosing to actively play a part through multiple angles. Consequently, 

influencing affected people's history, their foreign policy and ultimately influencing the 

faith of people living in the conflict zones and broader. Internationally followed media 

outlets have a key role to play in informing and framing public opinion, holding the 

spotlight on the root causes of the humanitarian situation; the options for peaceful conflict 

resolutions and to risks for protracting and fuelling conflict. At the end of this paper, I 

will aim to give more specific recommendations on how the media would be able to 

contribute to peace most effectively. 

 

III Right to life  

 

The focus of this research is the fundamental right to life, recognized in Article 3 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948, by the United Nations General 

Assembly. “That document reflected growing international concern about an important 

aspect of the internal affairs of States. Indeed, international rules on the protection of 

human rights oblige States to recognize and respect several basic rights of the individual 

and to ensure that they are upheld,” such as the right to life. (International Humanitarian 

Law and the Protection of War Victims - ICRC, n.d.)  

 The right to life is reflected in other treaties and international standards, as well 

specifically: 

 

• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 6) 

• Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Article 4) 

• African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (Article 5) 

• Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of 

Women in Africa (Article 4) 

• Arab Charter on Human Rights (Article 5, 6) 

• European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms (Article 2) 
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• American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (Article 1) 

• American Convention on Human Rights (Article 4) 

• Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of 

Violence against Women "Convention of Belém do Pará" (Article 4) 

 

The right to life, regardless of any personal characteristic, as protected by international 

standards, is relevant since in global conflicts lives are being lost continuously. Some due 

to direct consequences of conflict, civilian and military lives, and others to environmental 

factors causing a lack of food, water, and shelter, driving communities to poverty and 

disease. The obstacles to achieving the right to life are many in times of armed conflict. 

Humanitarian aid is imperative to keep communities alive, however, it is a constant 

struggle to reach everyone in need. With this in mind, international media plays an 

important role in instigating humanitarian support to countries in need and should use this 

leverage to keep all conflicts in the public eye, while placing attention proportionately to 

the scale of the humanitarian crisis. Additionally, the media should strive to shed light on 

detrimental truths to help peacebuilding, reduce tensions, hold leaders accountable and 

lastly help mobilize aid to places with the greatest emergency.  

 

IV Conflict and the Right to Life – International Humanitarian Law  

 

UNICEFs definition of conflict “…involves a clash or struggle between groups who 

perceive that their needs, goals or strategies are incompatible, mutually exclusive or 

antagonistic. Conflict can involve contestation around demands, interests, collective 

memory, emotions, perceptions, values, beliefs, history, culture, behaviours, actions, 

symbols and power.’’ (UNICEF Guide to Conflict Analysis, 2016) 

Armed, violent conflict, inflicts traumatic and lasting consequences on individuals, 

groups, and communities that transfer through future generations. 

There is a certain heuristic/stereotype considering armed conflict and the right to life that 

could also be described as selective empathy. Specifically, when people think of war, they 

in many cases automatically accept/normalize losing life, due to existing biases and 

narratives in their environment. However, our international laws prove that even in war, 

the unalienable right to life is recognized and upheld. Humanitarian law tries to mitigate 
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between effects of wars on individuals and communities and the right of states to exact 

violence and force to achieve their goals. Specifically: “the Universal Declaration, the 

Humanitarian law obliges States to protect and respect basic rights in times of armed 

conflict. “It enjoins the parties to a conflict to respect and to preserve the lives and dignity 

of captured enemy soldiers or of civilians who are in their power.” (UNICEF Guide to 

Conflict Analysis, 2016) 

 

Worth noting is that this solution is enacted only after the harm/damage has been done. 

Constructing this and similar international laws brings to attention how violent and 

impactful armed conflicts are and how imperative it is to invest in protective/preventive 

mechanisms, build strong institutions with accountable leaders and make sure that the 

truth is visible and approachable to the wider public. (Baer, 2002) However, the 

implementation of the well-formulated laws is often proved to be lacking in the protection 

mechanism.  

In line with striving to protect human rights in conflict zones and searching for solutions 

to humanitarian emergencies, the INGO Human Rights Watch pointed out in their World 

Report 2023 that “human rights crises do not arise from nowhere. Governments that fail 

to live up to their legal obligations to protect human rights at home sow the seeds of 

discontent, instability, and ultimately crisis. Left unchecked, the egregious actions of 

abusive governments escalate, cementing the belief that corruption, censorship, impunity, 

and violence are the most effective tools to achieve their aims. Ignoring human rights 

violations carries a heavy cost, and the ripple effects should not be underestimated.” 

(HRW, World Report 2023) 

 

V Conflict analysis  

 

In this section, I will provide an overview of the conflict relevant to this research. 

Specifically focusing on the background, duration, internal and external actors involved 

in the conflict, discussing their possible geo-political interests and stakes. Furthermore, I 

will extract the information on civilian deaths in the 5 wars, as well as humanitarian 

funding required, reached and the gap, during the 1st half of 2022. I will be using trusted 

sources such as the UN OCHA and similar, acknowledging the limitation of this type of 
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data. Some attention will be given to religious, cultural, and ethnic factors and their role 

in the course of the conflicts.  

 

VI Yemen  

 

Yemen is currently engulfed in what the UN has called the largest “man-made” 

humanitarian crisis globally. (UN News, 2018) Propelled by armed conflict tracing back 

officially, to 2015. However, the conflict has root causes from even further back.   

On one side of the conflict are the Houthis, referred to as Houthi-Saleh forces. They are 

a political party from the north of Yemen, loyal to the previous Yemeni president Ali 

Abdullah Saleh who stepped down due to domestic and international pressure. The 

Houthis receive international support from Iran and Russia.  

On the other side of the conflict are the political elites led by the internationally 

recognized president Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi. His political party is strongly supported 

by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the US.  

The political divisions between the government and the people widened due to several 

factors, eventually leading to a full-scale military conflict.  

Ali Abdullah Saleh’s presidency began to unravel in 2011 after the Arab Spring. The 

youth protests in Yemen were gradually overshadowed and exploited by political elites 

manoeuvring to replace President Saleh.  

Due to the political unrest and resulting security vacuum; the United States, Saudi Arabia, 

and other international actors chose sides in the conflict and influenced the future of 

politics in Yemen, ultimately leading to the presidency of former Vice President Abdu 

Rabbu Mansour Hadi in 2012. In the upcoming period, while President Hadi tried to bring 

political and social reforms, with the support from the US, Saudi Arabia, and the UN 

Security Council, the Houthis were at the same time organizing large-scale protests 

demanding a change in government and lower fuel prices. 

Eventually, in 2015, Houthi militants seized control of the capital and managed to gain 

support from adjoining regions in the country. Military units loyal to Saleh aligned 

themselves with the Houthis, while other militias opposed the Houthi-Saleh forces and 

aligned with factions in the military that remained loyal to the Hadi government. Southern 

separatist groups intensified their calls for secession.  
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These events led to the launch of a military offensive led by Saudi Arabia and an 

assembled international coalition to restore Hadi’s rule and expel Houthi fighters from 

the capital and other major cities. Both sides have been engaged in continuous fighting 

since then. 

On the 21st of April 2016, the “Saudi Arabia-led coalition” was listed alongside other 

parties in the conflict in Yemen in the annex of the annual report of the United Nations 

Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict, for attacks that resulted in the killing 

and maiming of children in Yemen. However, In July 2016, then-U.N. Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon alleged that Saudi Arabia had threatened to reduce its funding for U.N. 

programs if the coalition was not removed from the report annex, an allegation that Saudi 

leaders denied. In August 2016, the Secretary-General said “The Saudi Arabia-led 

coalition was removed from the annexes, pending the conclusions of a review.” ... But I 

want to repeat: the content of the report stands. See U.N. Blacklists Saudi-led Coalition 

for Killing Children in Yemen, Reuters, October 5, 2017.  (Congress and the War in 

Yemen, 2022) 

For more context on 2 confronting sides: The Houthi movement emerged in the late 

1980s, concentrated in northern Yemen along the Saudi border. They were primarily 

oriented as a religious and cultural community among Zaydi Shiites. The Houthis became 

politically active after 2003, initially opposing Saleh's support for the U.S.-led invasion 

of Iraq but later forming an alliance with him after his resignation. Iran is the primary 

international supporter of the Houthis and has reportedly provided military assistance, 

including weapons.  

On the other hand, in 2015, Saudi Arabia formed a coalition of Sunni-majority Arab 

states, including Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar, Sudan, and the United 

Arab Emirates. Over time, the coalition expanded to include forces from Eritrea and 

Pakistan, with the UAE playing a significant military role. The Saudi-led coalition has 

received support from the United States, as well as France, Germany, and the United 

Kingdom.  (Yemen’s Tragedy, 2023) 

Despite efforts for peace through UN-mediated negotiations, significant progress has not 

been achieved. (Yemen’s Tragedy, 2023) 
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Humanitarian needs and funding for Yemen for the period of January-June 2022 

Over 5020 reported civilian fatalities between Jan-June 2022. Moreover, the second 

quarter of 2022, registered the lowest level of reported fatalities from political violence 

since 2015. (Yemen | Mid-Year Update, 2022)  

‘’By the end of July, the 2022 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) has secured 

US$1.24 billion or 29 percent of the requested $4.27 billion to provide lifesaving 

humanitarian assistance and protection services to 17.9 million people. This is the 

sharpest year-on-year decrease of any UN-coordinated plan in the world, which forced 

aid agencies to reduce assistance and close programmes. In June, the World Food 

Programme had to cut rations for millions of people as a result of critical funding gaps. 

That was the second major food cut in just six months.’’ (Yemen Humanitarian Update, 

2022) 

 

VII Ethiopia  

 

Tigray is one of the ten regional states in northern Ethiopia. It is located on the western 

border of Sudan and the northern border of Eritrea. 

Before Abiy Ahmed, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, rose to power in 2018, national politics 

in Ethiopia were largely dominated by the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF), 

holding the majority of voices in the government. Characteristically for their rule, the 

TPLF implemented various political changes that were discriminatory and non-inclusive 

of a large number of ethnic minority groups in Ethiopia. Moreover, they aimed to 

strengthen central government control. 

Abiy received international support for introducing liberal reforms during his 1st term, 

however, the conflicts between the TPLF and the government escalated during this 

period. 

In September 2020, the Tigray State Council, contrary to the wishes of the federal 

government, held regional elections. The result was a majority win for TPLF candidates. 

Importantly, before the elections, Tigray leaders warned that any federal interference 

would be a declaration of war. Consequently, Abiy deployed troops to Mekelle, the 
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capital of Tigray, to target rebel TPLF leaders and at that time declared a six-month state 

of emergency - “martial law”. 

The offensive quickly escalated, with troops indiscriminately killing numerous 

individuals they believed to be Tigray civilians. Although media coverage of the conflict 

was initially disrupted by a communications blackout, subsequent evidence, including 

eyewitness testimonies and video footage, shed light on the extent of the atrocities 

committed in Tigray. 

Despite international pressure, Abiy's government refused mediation and the conflict 

expanded, with consequences disproportionately affecting civilians. Additionally, the 

Eritrean military joined forces with the Ethiopian government, despite a history of 

hostility between Ethiopia and Eritrea. The United States described the conflict as ethnic 

cleansing against Tigrayans. Moreover, other war atrocities include widespread sexual 

violence against women and girls. (Conflict in Ethiopia, 2023) 

On the other side, China and Russia insisted that this conflict is an internal Ethiopian 

matter and vetoed UN Security Council resolutions calling for an end to the violence and 

an investigation by the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) and the Office of 

the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. (China Opposes UN Probe of Tigray 

Abuse, 2021) 

Humanitarian assistance to the region has been severely restricted. Millions of people, 

including children, lack access to basic necessities and are cut off from humanitarian aid. 

The government is suspending relief operations, blocking aid corridors, neglecting the 

healthcare systems, and imposing communication blackouts that hinder needs 

assessments. Ethiopia has also rejected UN recommendations to open the border with 

Sudan. As a result, a severe famine has emerged, with around 900,000 people facing 

starvation and an additional 1.8 million on the brink of famine, making it one of the worst 

hunger crises in history. (UN, 2021) Furthermore, the violence has also triggered 

widespread displacement and refugee crises, with over 61,000 people fleeing to Sudan 

and more than 1 million Ethiopians internally displaced. Important to note is the spill-

over effect that the conflict in Ethiopia had with approximately 100,000 Eritrean refugees 

in Tigray who have also been caught in the crossfire.  
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Peaceful agreements between ethnic groups and the government have deteriorated in 

certain regions, and violence continues to plague Tigray. (Ethiopia: A Conflict at 

Breaking Point - Carnegie Europe, 2022)  

Humanitarian needs and funding for Ethiopia for the period of January-June 2022 

There were 3025 reported civilian fatalities between Jan-Jun 2022, in Ethiopia. Fatalities 

remain high despite the peace processes in progress in 2022. (Ethiopia | Mid-Year Update, 

2022 n.d.)  

The estimated required humanitarian funding for Ethiopia in 2022 is US$3.335 billion, 

but up to the mid-year update, only $1.5 billion has been reached (47%). With a funding 

gap of US$1.7 billion remaining. (Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan 2022) 

VIII Afghanistan  

In August of 2021, the newly elected president of the USA Joe Biden, decided to 

withdraw American military forces from the country of Afghanistan creating an 

opportunity for the Taliban to assume control of the state. 

The shift of power within the society and in politics in Afghanistan wasn’t peaceful and 

gradual, but rather swift and strained with fighting, violence, and death. Specifically, the 

people who had a chance to evacuate from Kabul did so with the last leaving planes, but 

reports show that loyalists to the previous government who stayed behind were faced with 

prosecution, discrimination and even killed.  

“Numerous abuses of human rights have been recorded by the UN mission in 

Afghanistan.  The Taliban pose a threat to the civil and political rights of Afghans, which 

are enshrined in the constitution drafted by the government with U.S. support.” (The 

Taliban in Afghanistan, 2023)  

Shortly after assuming power, the Taliban forces started imposing a rigorous rule of law, 

excluding non-Taliban members or women from the cabinet. Additionally, they were 

intent on disrupting women’s rights advancements, prohibiting women from working in 

many areas of employment, and the government or attending university. (World Report 

2022, 2021) 
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Amnesty International notes a sharp rise in the number of women detained for disobeying 

discriminatory laws, such as those mandating that women always wear full body 

coverings and only appear in public with male chaperones. (The Taliban in Afghanistan, 

2023) 

Furthermore, the Taliban imposed restrictions on the freedom of media, shutting down 

media outlets, imprisoning journalists, and reducing reporting during the conflict.  

Since the Taliban takeover, the economy of the nation has gotten worse; 75% of public 

spending in Afghanistan depends on international aid, and around 90% of the household 

income is going to food purchases, forcing many families to ration food supplies. 

(International Rescue Committee, 2022) 

“Due to decreased income, currency shortages, and increased food prices, the Taliban 

victory pushed Afghanistan from a humanitarian crisis to a disaster, leaving millions of 

Afghans with extreme food insecurity. (Timeline: The U.S. War in Afghanistan, n.d.) 

A halt in help from several nations and international organizations, which had been the 

lifeblood of the economy and public health sector, is aggravating the issue.” (Timeline: 

The U.S. War in Afghanistan, n.d.) 

In 2022 there were registered at least nine additional armed anti-Taliban resistance 

groups, and over 100 armed clashes with Taliban during the first half of 2022. The most 

notable are the Afghanistan Freedom Front (AFF), which has been involved in at least 59 

clashes since its formation in March 2022. (Afghanistan | Mid-Year Update, 2022 n.d.) 

Brief History of the Taliban 

Taliban were militant groups that 1st emerged as a violent opposition to the Soviet-backed 

government of Afghanistan since 1980s, and then continued to oppose the US influence 

in the country since 2001. 

The Taliban have been struggling to regain power over the US-supported government for 

over 20 years, however, the US employed military troops, and air bombs/air raids in 

missions to reduce the Taliban number. (Afghanistan Timeline, CFR, n.d.) The constant 

armed conflict made it difficult for the country to stand up on its feet, sustainably develop 

and live without fear. 
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The hardship in the country was exacerbated by the corrupt government which stole aid 

and didn’t invest in the development of social structures. (SIGAR, 2022) Moreover, the 

poverty and weak institutions that provided no refugees to Afghan citizens were a turning 

point that finally made different minority groups join forces with the Taliban to expel 

foreign influences. 

Beginning with the Trump administration and following up with Biden, the US withdrew 

their troops, leaving the Taliban, then concentrated in rural Afghanistan, to take over the 

government and Kabul - unopposed. 

Since August 2021, with the Taliban taking over, there have been many human rights 

violations in Afghanistan and little accountability. 

The Taliban are a fragmented group and comprised of diverse a community, ethnically, 

religiously, culturally. Hence the potential for peace lies in allowing a flexible and looser 

interpretation of Islam to govern the Afghan people, giving more freedom to women and 

civil organizations. 

Humanitarian needs and funding for Afghanistan for the period of January-June 

2022 

According to the data from “Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan 2022 Response 

Overview (1 January - 30 June 2022)” report published by the UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, on funding needs to address the humanitarian 

situation in Afghanistan, from the estimated 4.4 billion dollars need, Afghanistan received 

2.2 billion in 2022 in the period from January to May 2022 which resulted in a 50% 

funding gap for that period. (Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan, 2022) 

During the same period, from the beginning of 2022 until June, the report stipulates that 

there are an estimated 24.4 million people in need, which is more than half of the Afghan 

population, of which 22.1 million are targeted for urgent humanitarian assistance. 

(Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan 2022) 

From the Acceldata Afghanistan Mid-Year update, in their report on ‘10 conflicts to 

worry about in 2022,’ and deaths caused by the conflict in Afghanistan, from January to 

June 2022, there were an estimated 1350 civilian fatalities caused by conflict. 

(Afghanistan | Mid-Year Update, 2022) 
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IX Myanmar/Burma 

 

Burma, officially known as Myanmar, is a nation located in Southeast Asia with a 

population of 57.5 million and over 130 minority groups. Since 1962, the country has 

been under some form of military rule, however, in February 2021 the military arrested 

Myanmar president Aung San Suu Kyi in a coup d'état in it, and since then the military 

junta has been the main government in Myanmar.   

 

In 2011, Burma began a limited transition towards a more democratic system, (process 

often referred to as a ‘democracy experiment’ in the context of Myanmar’s transition (The 

End of an Experiment, n.d.)) with a hybrid civilian-military government leading the 

country after parliamentary elections in 2010 and 2015. For context, in 2015, Myanmar 

held its first countrywide multiparty elections, and Aung San Suu Kyi's National League 

for Democracy (NLD) emerged as the majority party. However, despite the NLD's 

victory, the military called Tatmadaw still retained significant control over key areas of 

governance. During this time, the civilian government implemented certain political and 

economic reforms, such as the release of numerous political prisoners and the relaxation 

of media restrictions.  

Tatmadaw has written the current constitution of Myanmar and it’s in their interest to 

make sure the next government doesn’t change it. Moreover, the large percent of the 

parliament seats that the military holds, makes it hard to make democratic decisions. 

 

Throughout this transitional period, the military committed severe human rights 

violations such as targeted killings, village burnings, sexual violence, and deadly force 

including airstrikes, particularly targeting the Rohingya minority in 2017 and 2018. These 

actions resulted in the displacement of over 900,000 Rohingya individuals, who fled to 

neighbouring Bangladesh seeking safety and refuge. The United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has reported that 34,000 homes have been burned 

or destroyed since the coup took place. (Burma: Background and U.S. Relations, 2023) 

Despite the junta's claim of intending to hold nationwide elections in 2023, it has also 

extended the state of emergency, “martial law” raising doubts about the prospects for a 

genuine transition to democracy. These developments have intensified the sense of 
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concern and alarm within the international community. (Burma: Background and U.S. 

Relations, 2023) 

Brief history of Burma - since its independence from British colonial rule in 1948 Burma 

has been marked by periods of military rule and intermittent attempts at democratic 

governance. In 1962, General Ne Win launched a military coup, leading to a military 

dictatorship that lasted for 26 years. Under his rule, the country underwent economic 

decline, political repression, and widespread corruption. 

In 1988, widespread protests erupted against the military regime, demanding political 

reforms and an end to corruption. Subsequently, the military responded with a violent 

crackdown, resulting in the deaths of thousands of protesters. General Ne Win finally 

resigned, but military rule continued, and the country's name was changed to Myanmar 

in 1989. 

In February 2021, Tatmadaw, led by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, staged a coup and 

arrested Aung San Suu Kyi. With the military junta assuming power, it evoked 

widespread protests and a civil disobedience movement. Kyi and other NLD officials 

from the former government, formed The National Unity Government (NUG) in an 

attempt to rally protest leaders, and activists from minority groups, aiming to unite anti-

junta factions and seek international support. 

Tatmadaw responded with violations of human rights, including the use of live 

ammunition against civilians and mass detentions. Many countries and international 

organizations criticized the military’s brutal crackdown on the opposition. 

International actors remain actively engaged in Myanmar similarly like in other conflicts. 

For example - China’s interest in Myanmar’s internal conflict comes from multiple 

angles:  

• To safeguard and ensure the expansion of its infrastructure projects in Myanmar;  

• To make sure civil war, near its borders doesn’t spill over;  

• To hold its position of influence with the Myanmar military, especially since Russia’s 

involvement  

• To prevent democracies such as the United States from successfully perusing their 

interests in and around Myanmar  
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The conflict between the Tatmadaw and the opposition, including the newly formed 

People's Defence Force, has resulted in escalating violence and displacement of people 

across the country, with minorities and vulnerable groups suffering profoundly. The 

situation remains volatile, with ongoing clashes and increasing casualties. (Myanmar’s 

Troubled History, Council on Foreign Relations, 2022.)  

Humanitarian needs and funding for Myanmar for the period of January-June 2022 

There are 17.6m people in need / targeted people for humanitarian assistance in 2022 and 

only 4.5m have been reached. (Myanmar, ReliefWeb, 2023) 

The estimated required funding is US$826 million but up to the mid-year 2022 update 

only US$106 million - 13% of the required funding has been reached. That means that 

there is a funding gap of as much as US$719 million (87%). (OCHA, 2022) 

There were 11000 reported deaths caused by the conflict between Jan-Jun in 2022 in 

Myanmar. (Myanmar | Mid-Year Update, 2022) 

X Ukraine 

To understand the main events that led to the current state of crisis in Ukraine, I will begin 

with the Euromaidan protests. The Euromaidan protests in Ukraine began in late 

November 2013 and continued into 2014. The catalyst event for the protests was the 

decision of Russia-aligned president Viktor Yanukovych to reject an agreement that was 

supposed to bring Ukraine closer to the European Union. For this reason, Ukrainians took 

to the streets in peaceful protest.  

The government responded with crackdowns and repression against the demonstrators 

which further fuelled the protests. Protesters on Maidan faced risks of assault, kidnapping, 

unlawful arrest, and job loss, but still didn’t back down. In January 2014, the government 

proceeded to introduce restrictive laws trying to limit civil society’s influence and harm 

the right to protest. The first casualties were reported on January 22, with the situation 

ultimately culminating with over 100 mostly civilian protesters, and some police losing 

their lives, particularly on February 20 and 21. 
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At this time, President Yanukovych fled the country, and Petro Poroshenko was 

subsequently elected as the new president in May 2014. A pro-reform coalition 

government took power in December 2014. 

Interestingly, despite being one of the most documented (video, audio, and photo material 

available online as well as national and international press being present) protests of all 

time, no one has faced prosecution for the killings of 13 people and the injury of over 100 

policemen on February 18-20 on the Maidan. Furthermore, no charges have been filed 

for the wounding of 77 protesters, which accounted for nearly half of all wounded 

protesters. Moreover, some research suggests that there has been a cover-up of eyewitness 

testimonies and evidence proving that more than half of the civilians and some of the 

killed police were shot dead by snipers during the protests. (Understanding Ukraine’s 

Euromaidan Protests, 2019) 

The protests culminated with a disputed referendum taking place on March 16, where a 

section of the Crimean population voted to secede from Ukraine and join Russia. The 

annexation of Crimea by Russia was seen as illegal by Ukraine and the international 

community.  

Furthermore, In the eastern part of Ukraine, specifically in cities like Donetsk and 

Lugansk in the Donbas region, pro-Russian separatists became active and loud around 

April 2014. This was not well received by the Ukrainian government which escalated into 

an armed conflict between the Ukrainian government and the separatist forces of the self-

declared Donetsk and Lugansk People's Republics. The separatists expressed various 

demands, ranging from self-rule to union with Russia. 

The conflict in eastern Ukraine was already taking the form of a significant humanitarian 

crisis, with people caught in the middle of the conflict suffering displacement, civilian 

casualties, infrastructure destruction, and weakened institutions and governance. 

According to UN estimates, thousands of people have been killed and wounded since the 

conflict began. Moreover, human rights abuses, including killings, torture, abductions for 

ransom, and forced labour, have been reported in the region. 
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In an attempt to bring about a resolution to the conflict, a second ceasefire agreement 

known as Minsk II was implemented on February 15, 2015. (Understanding Ukraine’s 

Euromaidan Protests, 2019)  

Eight years after the Euromaidan protests, in February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, 

intensifying the conflict.  

During the course of the war, Ukraine has been strengthening its ties with Western 

political organizations, specifically the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO).  

The lead Russian officials, including Putin, have been emphasizing their dissatisfaction 

with the US and NATO’s attempt to expand into the former Soviet Union violations, 

constituted in their agreements from the early 1990s.  

Specifically, on September 1, 2021, there was a discussion between Zelensky and Biden 

where the US President made it clear that the United States firmly supports Ukraine's 

aspirations to join Euro-Atlantic institutions. Subsequently, on November 10, 2021, 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his Ukrainian counterpart, Dmytro Kuleba, signed 

a significant document—the "US-Ukraine Charter on Strategic Partnership." The 

document outlines the Ukrainian commitment to undertake reforms required for 

integration into European and Euro-Atlantic institutions. Furthermore, this agreement 

builds on the US commitment outlined in the "2008 Bucharest Summit Declaration." 

On the other side, from Russia's perspective, for maintaining peace it is imperative that 

Ukraine remains a neutral state and cuts ties with the West. (Mearsheimer, 2022) 

It should be noted that the US public supports a peace-oriented foreign policy, with less 

US troop deployment overseas and less involvement in other countries’ affairs, however, 

it does not serve the interest of the military-industrial lobbyist. (Tracking U.S. Public 

Opinion on Foreign Policy Issues, n.d.),’’ Regarding Ukraine, Americans 

overwhelmingly (AP-NORC, 2022) want a “minor role” (52%) rather than a “major 

role” (26%) in the conflict between Russia and Ukraine.’’  

The divide between Russia-aligned and EU/Western align Ukrainians grew larger with 

international influence growing stronger. 
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Specifically, the eastern regions of Ukraine, where the majority of Russian-speaking 

people reside, generally prefer closer ties with Russia, while the western regions, with a 

more nationalist, Ukrainian-speaking population, support deeper integration with Europe 

and Western institutions. 

Ukraine’s position is very favourable in a geopolitical sense. It is the second-most 

populous among the fifteen ex-Soviet republics, after Russia. Ukraine’s location on the 

Black Sea, substantial exports of agricultural products and minerals, and abundance of 

natural resources make it a strategically important country. 

International influence, specifically Russia has been present in Ukraine for years.  Russia 

provided support to separatists in the Donbas region of southeastern Ukraine, 

transforming the country into a battlefield. The Donbas conflict was the most severe in 

Europe since the Balkan Wars of the 1990s, resulting in the loss of over 14,000 lives 

between 2014 and 2021. 

These conflicts signalled the end of the United States’ unipolar era of global dominance 

and marked the beginning of a new era of rivalry between the US and Russia. (Ukraine: 

Conflict at the Crossroads of Europe and Russia, 2023)  

The Zelensky administration in Ukraine lobbied for closer ties to the EU and NATO, 

irrespectively of the Roman statute agreement that the ex-Soviet countries wouldn’t enter 

into NATO, bringing the West closer to Russia. The new Biden administration, while 

pulling US troops out of Afghanistan, pushed for Ukraine’s ascension as well, finally 

leading to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

While I am writing this the war has been going on for 1 year and 8 months. During that 

time, Ukraine received and continues to receive massive media attention. Much of the 

global community has been engaged in some way. Many countries-imposed sanctions on 

Russia and billions in humanitarian aid have been directed to Ukraine, as well as military 

equipment and personnel to either help on the ground or fight on Ukraine’s side. Ukraine 

has been receiving massive public support and Ukrainian refugees have been very well 

received all over the world. 

However, the situation is getting worse. There has been a smaller export of food from 

Ukraine that has affected other countries as well, especially, food-crisis countries like 
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Yemen, Ethiopia, and Afghanistan. Gas prices have risen and inflation is surging. In the 

1st half of 2023, a dam broke in Ukraine, near the Russian border, drowning many 

surrounding villages and creating a huge ecological disaster.  

There have been records of both sides committing war crimes and acting without 

consideration for civilian life. (Ukraine: Ukrainian fighting tactics endanger civilians, 

2022) 

Since the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine war, multiple accounts of sabotaging the peace 

process occurred. One notable example is from April 2022 when British Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson pressured Volodymyr Zelenski to “…cut off peace negotiations with 

Russia, even after the two sides appeared to have made tenuous progress toward a 

settlement to end the war”. (Jake Johnson, 2022) At this time, Boris Johnson also stated 

that: “the U.K.--in line with the U.S., Germany, and other Western powers--would 

continue ramping up its (Jake Johnson, 2022) "military and economic support and 

convening a global alliance to bring this tragedy to an end, and ensure Ukraine survives 

and thrives as a free and sovereign nation." (Prime Minister Pledges UK’s Unwavering 

Support to Ukraine on Visit to Kyiv, 2022). 

Recently, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, disclosed that a potential resolution to 

the conflict in Ukraine could have been achieved through an early peace agreement. 

However, the opposition from NATO, as well as the disclosure of the Russian civilian 

massacre in Bucha, combined with poor coverage in the US media regarding possible 

paths to peace, ultimately shattered those prospects. (Bennett speaks out, 2023) Western 

media such as the Guardian, the Week, Al Jazeera, Associated Press, Politico, Bloomberg, 

the Hill, the Independent, and Reuters (Jake Johnson, 2022) have reported on Naftali 

Bennet's interview, emphasizing how his peace-making efforts failed without addressing 

the reasons Bennett listed as the cause such as the NATO states disregarding the proposed 

peace offers. The article continues to elaborate on how reporting in this manner is harmful 

and leaves the public uninformed and the leaders unaccountable. Similarly, the reporting 

in 2022 surrounding Boris Johnsons' arguments against negotiation between Zelensky 

and Putin. University of Ottawa political scientist Ivan Katchanovski called it a typical 

situation in Western media coverage of post-Soviet countries. (Johnson, 2022) 
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The article further reminds of the effects that the prolonged Russia-Ukraine war had 

especially in areas of food insecurity (Ukraine War Making 40 million People Go Hungry, 

Africa to Bear Brunt, Says U.S., 2022) political instability, (Fuel Protests Gripping More 

than 90 Countries - BBC News, n.d.) For the Global South, including Yemen. (Yemen: 

hunger is overflowing during the war in Ukraine, 2022) “and the sorry state of Western 

reporting on the political machinations of all sides in the war is no small reason why.” 

(Johnson, 2022) 

Humanitarian needs and funding for Ukraine for the period of February-July 2022 

The estimated required funding is US$4.3 billion, but up to the mid-year update, US$2.5 

billion amount of funding has been reached. That means that there is still a funding gap 

in the amount of US$1.8 billion. (UNOCHA Ukraine Humanitarian Response, 2022) 

From 24 February 2022, when the Russian invasion of Ukraine began, to 24 July 2022, 

the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) reported 5,237 

civilian conflict-related fatalities. (OHCHR, Ukraine Civilian Casualty Update, 2022). It 

is worth noting that the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reports 

approximately 260,000 Ukrainian soldiers died directly in battle, or from injuries 

sustained in battle, up to March 2023. (Eastern Herald, 2023) 

 

XII Content analysis  

 

For the goal of this research, I chose to analyse 5 major newspaper brands, geographically 

located in different regions for the diversity of the sample. Specifically, I focused on the 

New York Times based in the USA, La Repubblica based in Italy, Le Soir based in 

Belgium, The Guardian based in the UK, and Die Zeit based in Germany.  Apart from 

being read internationally, these huge brands are considered independent and have a 

history of uncompromised reporting. Moreover, all of the brands are categorized as 

mostly leftist or centre-leftist, liberal newspaper brands.  

Furthermore, these brands of newspapers have a wide circulation in each of the countries 

they originate in. Namely, NY Times In 2022, the average weekday print circulation of 

The New York Times was approximately 310 thousand copies (New York Times - Weekday 
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Circulation, 2022), La Repubblica Italian daily newspaper La Repubblica had 3.24 

million unique users in December 2022, placing the paper as one of the most visited in 

the country via computer, smartphone, or tablet. La Repubblica also surpassed 10 million 

page visits for the first time in that month. (Italy, Statista, 2022), Le Soir  68,000 

circulation in 2020 (Le Soir, 2020), The Guardian At the end of March 2022, the Guardian 

had over 1 million recurring digital supporters and 112,000 print subscriptions. (The 

Guardian, 2022), and Die Zeit - In the fourth quarter of 2022, the newspaper sold roughly 

623,133 copies. (Die Zeit, 2022) 

I’ve limited my scope to analysing only articles in newspapers that have been in physical 

circulation during the month of April. However, the analysed articles were also available 

in a digital format online, which is how they were accessible for the purpose of this 

research.  

The Guardian issues a weekly newspaper – “Guardian Weekly” and there were 5 editions 

in April. I subscribed to the Guardian website and I counted how many articles there were 

in each edition, covering the wars in Ukraine, Yemen, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, and 

Myanmar. At the end of the paper, you can find screenshots of those online pages. 

(Appendix 3) 

Next, the NY Times publishes its newspapers daily. On their website, it is possible to 

apply a filter with the name of the country, and select articles marked “PRINT 

EDITION.” From that list, I have filtered out how many and which articles cover the wars 

in Ukraine, Yemen, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, and Myanmar, and are printed in physical 

newspapers each day in April. Attached as Appendix 1 you will find a list of website 

links.  

I analysed La Repubblica newspaper through its website. There is an option to choose 

filters, so firstly I selected the dates from the 1st up to and including the 30th of April. 

Secondly, I put in the keywords, Ukraine, Ethiopia, Yemen, Afghanistan, and Myanmar. 

And finally, I also selected the option “articolo,” so it would exclude any videos, photos, 

or podcasts from the search. Still, after the page generated results, I had to filter whether 

it was from Repubblica. -it or La Repubblica printed edition newspaper. The articles that 

were also in the printed edition had the page number which helped me filter them. 
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Die Zeit physical newspaper comes out each week and there were 4 numbers in April, 

specifically on the 7th,13th, 21st, and 28th of April. Once I subscribed to the newspaper, 

I gained access to the digital newspaper in PDF form, and from there I could isolate and 

filter all articles of interest to me. Namely, articles mentioning Ukraine, Afghanistan, 

Yemen, Ethiopia, and Myanmar. 

Finally, Le Soir, in translation “The Evening,” Belgium newspaper. On the Le Soir 

website search bar, there is an option to filter out articles in the last six months, and a bar 

where you can type in the keyword, in this case: Ukraine, Afghanistan, Yemen, Ethiopia, 

Myanmar. Additionally, there is an option to filter only articles. The only articles I chose 

to filter are the “Journal Le Soir” which is also published in print, apart from being online.  

Each page can be downloaded as a .html file, a list of which you will find as an appendix 

at the end of the paper. These articles were published between the 1st and the 30th of 

April.  

 

NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE  

 

In the Appendix 1 you will find The New York Times magazine links to online articles. 

The same articles were also published daily in the printed edition newspaper, in the period 

of 1st and up until and including 30th April. 

 

There is a total of 503 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 61 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 16 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 12 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

There is a total of 10 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 
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Chart 1 - The New York Times mentions of conflict from 1st to 30th April (Sources: NY Times 
Website, 2022) 
 

LA REPUBBLICA 

 

In the Appendix 2 you will find La Repubblica magazine links to online articles. The 

same articles were also published daily in the printed edition newspaper, in the period of 

1st and up until and including 30th April. 

 

There is a total of 1671 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 41 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 15 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

There is a total of 11 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 4 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

 

Myanmar; 12 Yemen; 16

Ethiopia; 10

Afghanistan; 61

Ukraine; 503

April NY Times Mentions of Conflict
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Chart 2 - La Repubblica mentions of conflict from 1st to 30th April (Sources: La Repubblica 
Website, 2022) 
 

THE GUARDIAN 

In Annex 3 you will find attached screenshots from articles in the “Guardian Weekly” 

newspaper edition. This online webpage is available only to subscribers. The Guardian 

Weekly was published on 5 dates in April, specifically, on the 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th. 

There is a total of 133 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 11 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 6 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 4 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

There is a total of 3 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

 

Myanmar; 4
Yemen; 11 Ethiopia; 15

Afghanistan; 41

Ukraine; 1671

April La Repubblica Mentions of Conflict
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Chart 3 - The Guardian Weekly mentions of conflict from 1st to 30th April (Sources: The Guardian 
Website, 2022) 
 

DIE ZEIT 

 

At the end of the paper, you can find an Appendix 4 with the Die Zeit newspaper 

screenshots of digital articles. The same articles were also published weekly in April, in 

the printed edition newspaper. Specifically, on the 7th,13th, 21st, and 28th of April.  

 

There is a total of 148 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 12 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 3 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

There is a total of 1 article mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 0 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

 

Myanmar; 4 Yemen; 6

Ethiopia; 3

Afghanistan; 11

Ukraine; 133

April The Guardian Mentions of Conflict
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Chart 4: Die Zeit mentions of conflict from 1st to 30th April (Sources: Die Zeit Website, 2022) 

LE SOIR BELGIUM 

At the end of the paper, you can find an Appendix 5 with the “Journal Le Soir” .html links 

of articles that are also published in print, apart from being online. These articles were 

published between the 1st and the 30th of April.  

There is a total of 298 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 17 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 7 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 2 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

There is a total of 1 article mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

Myanmar; 0

Yemen; 1
Ethiopia; 3

Afghanistan; 12

Ukraine; 148

April Die Zeit Mentions of Conflict
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Chart 5: Le Soir mentions of conflict from 1st to 30th April (Source: Le Soir Website, 2022) 

The results of the content analysis should be viewed and analysed together with the 

number of fatalities previously provided in the research as well as the amounts of 

humanitarian aid delivered in 2022. 

 

 

Chart 6 - Visual representation of the number of civilian fatalities reported between Jan-June 2022 
(sources: Yemen | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Ethiopia | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Afghanistan | Mid-
Year Update, 2022, Myanmar | Mid-Year Update, 2022, OHCHR, Ukraine Civilian Casualty 
Update, 2022) 
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It’s worth mentioning that in April 2022 UN helped negotiate a two-month renewable 

truce which included the cessation of military operations in Yemen. Both the Houthis and 

the government agreed to respect this truce. (Yemen | Mid-Year Update, 2022) 

Additionally, the peace processes in Ethiopia were also underway with both the 

government and the TPLF agreeing to the cessation of hostilities. (Ethiopia | Mid-Year 

Update, 2022) Consequently, the number of civilian fatalities in the reporting period 

January- June 2022 is lower than usual.  

The research explores results limited to the period of 1 month, while the number of 

civilian fatalities used for comparison is the numbers registered between January and June 

of 2022. The data for the countries Yemen, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, and Myanmar is 

extracted from the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project mid-year update 

report (acleddata.com) while the information on Ukrainian civilian fatalities for the period 

since the beginning of the war in February 2022 is taken from the OHCHR update report 

from the 24th of July report. (OHCHR, 2022) 

 

 

Chart 7 - Visual representation of the received humanitarian aid and the required humanitarian 
aid alongside the gap (sources: Yemen Humanitarian Update, 2022, Ethiopia Humanitarian 
Response Plan 2022, Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan, 2022, Myanmar: OCHA, 2022, 
UNOCHA Ukraine Humanitarian Response 2022) 
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Chart 7 represents the amount of humanitarian aid needed and the amount that is received 

during the period from January to July 2022.  

Ukraine, Yemen and Afghanistan had the largest humanitarian aid requests. Specifically, 

Ukraine with US$ 4.3 billion requirement and Afghanistan with US$ 4.4 billion and 

Yemen with US$ 4.27 billion. While Ukraine and Afghanistan received around the half 

of amount of required funding, still not enough to meet the assessed humanitarian needs. 

Yemen received only 29% of the required funding by the end of July 2022.  Needs 

assessment for Ethiopia in 2022 amounts to US$3.335 billion, but up to the mid-year 

update, only $1.5 billion has been reached (47%). With a funding gap of US$1.7 billion 

remaining. While Myanmar had the smallest humanitarian request, but with the largest 

gap of funds received by half of 2022. 

 

Using the correlation method/function in Excel, and aggregating the numbers for the 5 

conflicts (Ukraine, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Yemen, Myanmar), specifically for the number 

of media mentions (2753, 142, 32, 41, 22), the number of fatalities (5237, 1350, 3025, 

5020, 11000) and the number of humanitarian aid received (2500, 2200, 1500, 1240, 106), 

we can calculate the correlation coefficient between the media mentions and the numbers 

of fatalities and between the media mentions and the humanitarian aid receive by the 

countries. The function in Excel is in this case “=CORREL(D7:D11; F7:F11)” and 

“=CORREL(E7:E11; F7:F11).”  
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Chart 8 - Visual representation of the correlation between the number of fatalities (sources: 
Yemen | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Ethiopia | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Afghanistan | Mid-Year 
Update, 2022, Myanmar | Mid-Year Update, 2022, OHCHR, Ukraine Civilian Casualty Update, 
2022) and the amount of humanitarian aid received (sources: Yemen Humanitarian Update, 2022, 
Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan 2022, Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan, 2022, 
Myanmar: OCHA, 2022, UNOCHA Ukraine Humanitarian Response 2022). 

 

Chart 9 - Visual representation of the correlation between the number of media mentions 
(Sources: NY Times Website, 2022, La Repubblica Website, 2022, The Guardian Website, Die 
Zeit Website, 2022, Le Soir Website, 2022) and the amount of humanitarian aid received (sources: 
Yemen Humanitarian Update, 2022, Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan 2022, Afghanistan: 
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Humanitarian Response Plan, 2022, Myanmar: OCHA, 2022, UNOCHA Ukraine Humanitarian 
Response 2022) in Excel. 

Through this method, we calculate the correlation coefficient to be as follows:  

• The correlation between media mentions and humanitarian aid received is: 0.62 

• The correlation between fatalities and humanitarian aid received is: -0.78 

• The difference between the two correlations is: 1.40 

• The humanitarian aid received is more correlated with media mentions. 

• The humanitarian aid seems directly proportional to the number of media 

mentions. 

• The humanitarian aid seems inversely proportional to the number of fatalities. 

 

 

Chart 10 - Visual representation of the number of civilian fatalities for each country (sources: 
Yemen | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Ethiopia | Mid-Year Update, 2022, Afghanistan | Mid-Year 
Update, 2022, Myanmar | Mid-Year Update, 2022, OHCHR, Ukraine Civilian Casualty Update, 
2022) alongside humanitarian aid received (sources: Yemen Humanitarian Update, 2022, 
Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan 2022, Afghanistan: Humanitarian Response Plan, 2022, 
Myanmar: OCHA, 2022, UNOCHA Ukraine Humanitarian Response 2022) and a sum of all 
media mentions in April  
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The results of the content analysis show how during the month of April, Ukraine was the 

most covered humanitarian crisis far ahead in the number of media mentions in 

comparison to the rest of the crises reported on. In all of the newspapers analysed, 

Afghanistan follows the second most covered crisis and Myanmar, Ethiopia and Yemen 

are switching in the following places. However, the gap between the number of articles 

that Afghanistan is mentioned in comparison to Ukraine is quite high: The NY Times 

mentioned Ukraine in 503 articles during April while Afghanistan in 61. Interestingly, 

while Ukraine had been mentioned in 148 articles in Die Zeit during April, Myanmar 

wasn’t mentioned at all (with the largest civilian loss), and Yemen was mentioned in only 

1 article. Similarly, Le Soir, Belgium newspaper, mentioned Ukraine in 298 articles while 

during the same period, Le Soir mentioned Ethiopia in one article and Myanmar in 2. The 

Guardian mentioned Ukraine in April in 133 articles while they mentioned Ethiopia in 3, 

Myanmar in 4 and Yemen in 6. The biggest gap might be perceived in La Repubblica 

newspaper as they published the most articles during the reporting period. Precisely, La 

Reppublica mentioned Ukraine in 1671 articles, while Myanmar with the least mentions, 

only in 4, Yemen in 11, Ethiopia in 15 and Afghanistan, in second place, in 41. 

 

In Chart 10 we can also see the reported civilian fatalities number next to humanitarian 

aid reached and a sum of media mentions in April. Even though, during the reporting 

period, Myanmar had the most registered civilian fatalities in the 1st half of 2022. 

Myanmar also had the smallest request for humanitarian aid US$ 826 million from the 5 

analysed countries, and the least received aid (only 13%), with a gap of 87% or US$719 

million, as depicted in the previous chart.  

XIII. From Headlines to Hope: How the media influences the humanitarian aid 

allocation 

From headlines… 

UNESCO and the World Radio and Television Council define the principles of public 

service media (PSM) as universality, diversity, independence, and distinctiveness. These 

principles are the base for creating a public sphere that is essential for political expression, 
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criticism, and democratic facilitation in heterogeneous and democratic societies. 

(Lublinski et al., 2014) 

 

The public sphere is where people share different social and political views and 

investigate and disseminate comprehensive and balanced news. An important 

characteristic of these programs is that they are generated locally within the country which 

ensures that the public sphere truly reflects the view of the majority. (Lublinski et al., 

2014). Additionally, enabling and fighting for a strong media sector is a path to promoting 

and ensuring some of the most fundamental human rights such as freedom of opinion and 

expression, as well as access to information and ideas as outlined in Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the UN International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (ICCPR). Moreover, it supports people in undeveloped countries, 

developing countries as well as leading democracies to not only recognize their choices, 

express their opinions publicly, and engage in dialogue with their governments, but also 

exchange and promote mechanisms of effectively asserting their rights and position. 

Simultaneously, government stakeholders are encouraged to fulfil their role as guarantors 

of these rights and held accountable for inactions and neglect to respect, protect, and 

promote the inalienable rights of the people they represent. (Lublinski et al., 2014) 

 

“Media business is news coverage and distribution in real-time. Humanitarian 

catastrophes are extreme events, characterized by all the attributes of striking news, and 

capable of mobilizing public opinion worldwide within hours. The problem is that a 

media-driven humanitarian response focuses only on fresh crises, making it incompatible 

with Principle 11 of the Good Humanitarian Donorship Practice Code, which says: 

“Strive to ensure that funding of humanitarian action in new crises does not adversely 

affect the meeting of needs in ongoing crises.” (Ogrizek, 2008) 

Currently, the world spends approximately US$ 25 billion to provide life-saving aid to 

125 million people affected by wars and natural disasters. This amount is twelve times 

higher than what was spent fifteen years ago, however, it is still not enough to meet the 

growing need for humanitarian aid. The humanitarian funding gap is approximately US$ 

15 billion. However, compared to the US$ 78 trillion in annual GDP that the world 

generates, this amount shouldn’t be impossible to reach. (IASC, Addressing the 
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Humanitarian Financing Gap, 2016) Closing this funding gap would significantly mend 

the consequences and suffering caused and exacerbated by war, even though it won’t 

solve the problem, it will only treat the effect.  

Partnering with media companies and creating alliances among humanitarian partners has 

several benefits, including reducing fundraising costs, improving the coherence of 

humanitarian response, and ensuring funding is used efficiently. Additionally, 

partnerships with media companies can help strengthen public trust, can increase 

opportunities for "in kind" contributions of expertise and other support such as advocating 

for mediation and negotiation practices for ending conflicts. 

Building partnerships between the media, private sector, and humanitarian organizations 

to raise funds, has significant importance especially if it encourages UN agencies, 

international organizations, and states to join or emulate successful models, such as the 

presented Ukrainian model. By doing so, the humanitarian community can work together 

more effectively to address the root causes of humanitarian crises and reduce the suffering 

of those affected. (IASC, Addressing the Humanitarian Financing Gap, 2016) 

In September 2015, global leaders committed to ensuring that no one is left behind 

through the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). While a few 

individuals in extreme distress, novelty, or shock by a situation may garner media 

attention temporarily, the majority of people struggling to survive remain unheard and 

unseen. This silent majority faces daily hardships and exists as an invisible community, 

which should not be the case in a world as affluent as ours. 

Example of media reporting and shaping public opinion on the Russia-Ukraine war: 

“Circling back to the role of international media in representing all sides of the conflict, 

ethical reporting, and following the basic principles of investigative journalism: 

…The Biden team uses the word “unprovoked” incessantly, most recently in Biden’s 

major speech (Remarks by President Biden Ahead of the One-Year Anniversary of 

Russia’s Brutal and Unprovoked Invasion of Ukraine | The White House, 2022) on the 

first anniversary of the war, in a recent NATO statement, (NATO - Topic: NATO’s 

Response to Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine, 2023) and in the most recent G7 statement. 
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(G7 Leaders’ Statement on Ukraine | The White House, 2023) Mainstream media friendly 

to Biden simply parrot the White House.  

The New York Times is the lead culprit, describing the invasion as “unprovoked” no 

fewer than 26 times, in five editorials, 14 opinion columns by NYT writers, and seven 

guest op-eds!’’ (Sachs, 2023) 

Acknowledging that the issue of NATO expansion is a root cause of the conflict, it’s 

indicative that “humanitarian military intervention” (additional aid in US weapons) will 

not help end the war. Russia continues to escalate its actions as a means to prevent 

Ukraine from joining NATO.  

In this example of Ukraine, the author stipulates that the crucial path to achieving peace 

in Ukraine lies in prioritizing negotiations that respect Ukraine's neutrality and exclude 

the enlargement of NATO. Columbia University Professor Jeffrey Sachs brings up the 

question if the US military goals, and specifically the Biden administration's goals, are in 

this instance unattainable and misguided, fuelling the continuation of war and sabotaging 

possible peace-oriented solutions. (Sachs, 2023) 

Through public discourse, calling for truth, inviting for peaceful conflict resolutions, 

timely resilience, and restorative practices, it is a collective responsibility to draw the 

world's attention to the rapidly increasing number of people in desperate need and the 

surrounding factors that propel and maintain a humanitarian crisis. Only by 

acknowledging and giving voice to their struggles and human rights violations, we can 

move towards the 2050 Sustainable Development Agenda to leave no one behind and 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  

The standards that are rooted in the fundamental principles of ethical journalism, such as 

accuracy, impartiality, fairness, responsibility and balance have emerged because of an 

increased understanding of conflict-sensitive journalism and that contributes to reliability. 

Conflict-sensitive journalism empowers reporters to cover conflicts in a professional 

manner without intensifying the conflict itself. It entails conducting in-depth reporting, 

doing as much as possible to represent all perspectives, (Conflict sensitive Journalism 

Ukraine, 2016), and searching for key factors to report on so the readers can make timely 

and informed decisions.  
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To hope… 

Amid multiple crises, the number of people depending on life-saving humanitarian aid is 

increasing, along with a dramatic rise in conflict-related deaths. The best solution would 

be reducing and eliminating the need for humanitarian aid, unfortunately, the current 

trends show the opposite. (HLP Report, 2016) 

A strong determination from global political leaders, persistent diplomatic efforts, and 

public demand are crucial to prevent and resolve conflicts and promote peaceful conflict 

resolution and restorative and rehabilitative practices. This applies not only to widely 

covered wars but also to "forgotten crises" that result in seemingly unsolvable misery and 

suffering. However, delivering humanitarian assistance tends to be the fallback option 

when there are no investments in political solutions. 

The current business model of the global humanitarian system relies heavily on providing 

finance after needs arise, disregarding the factors, causes, and propellants that create 

regions of instability beyond borders. 

Without investing in reducing profound fragility, mending bridges, and reducing tensions 

the humanitarian costs will continue to rise. Ninety-three percent of people living in 

extreme poverty reside in environmentally vulnerable and politically fragile countries, or 

both. A significantly higher proportion of donor development budgets should be directed 

to situations of fragility and protracted emergencies. For more information, The 

International Rescue Committee published a report on the Top 10 crises the world can’t 

ignore in 2022, with Afghanistan taking the 1st place, Ethiopia the 2nd, Yemen the 3rd, and 

Myanmar the 6th. (International Rescue Committee, 2022) 

Furthermore, peacebuilding is another area that needs substantial investments. One step 

towards this would be implementing the recommendation of the Advisory Group of 

Experts on the Review of the Peacebuilding Architecture, which suggests allocating one 

percent of core funding from assessed contributions of UN Member States to peace 

operations (peacekeeping and special political missions) to the United Nations 

Peacebuilding Fund (PBF). “…for many UN Member States and UN Organization 

entities alike, peacebuilding is left as an afterthought: under-prioritized, under-resourced 

and undertaken only after the guns fall silent. But sustaining peace is amongst the core 
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tasks established for the Organization by the UN Charter’s vision of “saving succeeding 

generations from the scourge of war.” It must be the principle that flows through all the 

UN’s engagements, informing all the Organization’s activities – before, during and after 

violent conflicts – rather than being marginalized.” (The Challenge of Sustaining Peace, 

2015) 

Further benefits of providing additional support to this fund will strengthen neglected 

aspects of peacebuilding, such as the vital role of women in reconstructing political, legal, 

economic, and social structures. Evidence shows that peace agreements are at least 50 per 

cent more likely to endure when women have meaningful negotiation roles compared to 

when they do not. 

In 2014, humanitarian assistance surpassed peacekeeping as the UN's most expensive 

activity, exceeding it by US$ 2 billion. Protracted crises are the primary driver behind 

these escalating costs. Humanitarian emergencies become prolonged when political 

solutions fail to materialize and, in these circumstances, development gains are either lost 

or constantly declining. Trade and investment collapse, leading to a comprehensive 

structural catastrophe which then further exacerbates the vulnerable position of the 

affected population. After long-term development assistance often comes to a halt, 

humanitarian agencies are left to provide life-saving assistance. (HLP Report, 2016) 

XIV Shaping the Narrative for Peace 

The Ukrainian model is successful because a lot of media attention has been devoted to 

the Russia-Ukraine war, and that effectively contributed to generating large amounts of 

humanitarian aid and public compassion for the country, however, the best way to help 

the people caught in the conflict, is to reduce and eliminate the need for humanitarian aid.  

Currently, in the US, a lot of money is being spent on armament and military-oriented 

foreign policy while peaceful negotiations are not promoted enough. “Rather than 

promote nuclear disarmament—as the U.S. and other nuclear powers are required to do 

under Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty—the Military-Industrial 

Complex has lobbied with Congress to spend more than $600 billion by 2030 to 

modernize the U.S. nuclear arsenal.” (The Causes and Consequences of the Ukraine War, 

2022) Military solution-oriented approach to security, leaves life-saving humanitarian aid 
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as a last resort. Moreover, this example could serve as a good opportunity for the media 

to reflect the majority of the public opinion and provide a forum for rethinking the way 

that the government is involved in foreign armed conflict.  

The media has a responsibility to keep the spotlight on harmful foreign policies and 

decisions that start or prolong the conflict. Additionally, the main message should revolve 

around promoting peaceful conflict resolution, negotiations and providing a voice to the 

people caught in the crossfire, figuratively and literally. (America’s Wars and the US 

Debt Crisis, 2023)  

It is important to recognize that winning modern wars depends on influencing domestic 

and international public opinion and not only on defeating the enemy on the battlefield 

(Payne by R. Blank 2016). Independent media coverage and social media further 

contribute to information-based operations and exchanges during conflicts, such as 

information operations, psychological operations, and propaganda, selective empathy, 

among others... 

The main factor in this is shaping and swaying public opinion. This is done by militaries 

and armed groups aiming to control information flows, journalists, advocacy groups, fact-

finding missions, and ordinary civilians in seeking, publicizing, and commenting on 

information. Actions and actors such as these participate in creating a volatile media 

battleground that significantly impacts the conduct and outcome of wars, as well as the 

legal framework that governs conflicts. 

In an attempt to better understand what psychological, social or political phenomena is 

potentially at play and how the public, political, and social sphere work, how the 

information enters public discourse, and what exactly influences public opinion or plays 

a key role in humanitarian aid allocation, I would like to elaborate on a few phenomena 

such as:  

1. The SNN effect “sudden-onset national news" that “intense levels of sudden-

onset, national news coverage can increase emergency humanitarian aid 

allocations, even if the level of unmet humanitarian need does not require it.” 

(Drury, Olson, and Van Belle, 2005) When an event gains a media spotlight, it 

possibly pressures elected officials, states, institutions, and other accountable 
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bodies to announce additional funding to maintain legitimacy. Especially if such 

an act will gain their favour in the eye of the public.    

Drury, Olson, and Van Belle’s (2005) study show that for every additional news 

story in the New York Times, an additional half-million dollars were allocated to 

a disaster. They even suggest that media coverage has a greater impact on the 

amount allocated than the severity of the event itself, stating that "one New York 

Times article is worth more disaster aid dollars than 1,500 deaths" (Drury, Olson, 

and Van Belle, 2005). 

2. The SNN should not be confused with the CNN Effect phenomenon that suggests 

how continuous real-time international news coverage of distant suffering can 

stimulate public opinion to take action, putting pressure on democratic 

governments to intervene for humanitarian reasons (Gilboa 2005). In this regard, 

the CNN Effect aligns with the issue attention cycle of policy influence (Downs 

1972, 39), where a sudden increase in public awareness of an event is 

accompanied by a "euphoric enthusiasm" about society's ability to solve it. 

3. Secondly, the "Cockroach Effect," focuses on the political dynamics when 

considering the potential influence of news coverage on governments' allocation 

of humanitarian aid. Specifically, it serves as a control or monitoring mechanism 

in the form of threat of sanctions or loss of reputation if the decision-makers don’t 

act swiftly in donating aid as the crisis exists in the media spotlight. Sanctions 

could include dismissal, project cancellations, budget reductions, or department 

closures. To avoid any repercussions/consequences such as the above mentioned, 

decision-makers adjust their actions based on what they think will be best received 

by the public at a moment of decision as well as the main narrative supported by 

most of the international community and mass media. According to the 

‘’Cockroach Effect’’, the officials who allocate aid perceive news content as an 

indicator of public demand and therefore align aid allocations with the level of 

news coverage to prevent sanctions to their department from being out of sync 

with public opinion. (Scott et al., 2022) 

4. According to another concept - the “media pressure” hypothesis, “government 

agencies that are more regularly scrutinized, portrayed, and criticized by the 

media can be expected to have stronger incentives to adapt to the media” 
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(Fredriksson, Schillemans, and Pallas, 2015). Moreover, as Jacobs and 

Schillemans explain “media can be sparks for accountability because the 

perceived risk of negative publicity invokes anticipatory reactions in public 

organisations”. (Jacobs and Schillemans, 2016) 

5. Next, “Availability Heuristic” is a psychological phenomenon, where we perceive 

events as severe or urgent because they are in our focus, we are more likely to 

remember some things instead of others, like the example of plane accidents. 

Specifically, many people are afraid of traveling by airplane even though 

statistically it is the safest form of travel, more people die of car accidents per year 

than they do in plane accidents. One explanation for this is that the media makes 

plane crashes more visible, giving them much more weight at the same time as 

most deaths are happening in car accidents. Awareness of this phenomenon could 

help to prevent occurrences of “forgotten crisis.” 

6. Propaganda, practice present in and widely used by mass, internationally-

followed media brands, in prolonged periods of time, involves the dissemination 

of ideas, facts, or allegations, sometimes involving false or exaggerated 

information, to promote a cause, government, or leader. According to the US 

military, propaganda is “any form of communication in support of national 

objectives designed to influence the opinions, emotions, attitudes, or behaviour of 

any group in order to benefit the sponsor, either directly or indirectly” (US DoD 

2010). Its use during wartime, before, during and after the war, is extensive and 

enduring, since states employ propaganda to garner support for military actions 

against other states or non-state actors.  

‘’A propaganda system will consistently portray people abused in enemy states as 

worthy victims, whereas those treated with equal or greater severity by its own 

government or clients will be unworthy.’’ (Chomsky, 1988) Last but not least 

important, as Chomsky elaborates in “Manufacturing Consent”, a huge obstacle 

to protecting human rights and specifically the right to life are biases that could 

be described as selective empathy, meaning that media cover wars, conflicts, and 

fatalities through a different lens, depending on the personal characteristics of 

victims such as nationality, ethnicity, geographical location and the actors 

involved.   
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In an interesting segment, journalist Glen Greenwald explores examples of 

propaganda in the mainstream media, in the wake of raising different perspectives 

surrounding the Russia-Ukraine war and the international support it generates.  

Most notably, and in line with the in and out-groups discussed previously, how 

people who raise questions such as “How do Americans benefit from US support 

of the war in Ukraine,” are labelled as con artists, Putin apologists, and supporters 

of Russia's invasion.  Even for bringing up or discussing how Ukrainians are 

“completely dependent on their Western sponsors,” if this is a proxy war intended 

to” bleed Russia” or raising the question of the significant cost to the “American 

way of life for fighting the wars of choice overseas” western media tries to 

discredit the authors and prevent further informed exchange and discussion on the 

opposing views on the war. (Glenn Greenwald, YouTube, 2023) 

7. Selective empathy, previously mentioned in Chomsky’s Manufacturing consent, 

can be present in several forms. First, the media has the power to excite a lot of 

empathy from the audience, to mobilize the public to act and mourn victims of 

conflict. On the other hand, media can report on fatalities in a way that limits 

emotional response, normalizes violence, and distances the victims and their 

circumstances, making them unrelatable. Moreover, neglecting to report on 

certain fatalities and the circumstances of their deaths, such as the cause and those 

involved is also a huge obstacle in protecting human rights. (Chomsky, 1988)   

Portraying victims to serve certain interests and creating some as worthy while 

others as unworthy in the public eye is also an effective tool to demonize the 

aggressor or excuse the actions of another aggressor. Additionally, it makes it 

harder to hold decision-makers and leaders accountable for their actions and the 

part they played in conflict.  

Some authors feel that creating the dichotomy that some victims and groups are 

worthy of justice while some are not, could badly affect justice processes when it 

comes to holding leaders and decision-makers accountable on an equal footing. 

For example, if Russia is crippled by sanctions for invading Ukraine, should the 

US also not have been under sanctions for invading Afghanistan? (Hedges, 2022)  

Selective empathy additionally reinforces the bias of in-groups and out-groups. 

Specifically, it deceives the public/media followers by dividing the warring parties 
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and their international, local and public supporters into heroes and villains. The 

media plays a role in portraying victims as worthy and unworthy and hence 

influences support and empathy with the in-group - the protectors, champions of 

justice, democracy, and human rights. (De Vogli, 2023) This way of systemic 

thought process can lead us to excuse and fact-filter many contemporary events 

and only adopt interpretations that support our current beliefs. Ultimately even 

allowing us to neglect extreme evidence that indicates supporting military 

solutions could lead to funding far-right, Nazi-ideology-associated groups within 

the military, as the Stanford research on Mapping Militant Organizations in 

Ukraine suggests. (Stanford University et al., 2022) On the other hand, the out-

group or the “villains” are described as aggressors, war criminals while 

simultaneously engaged in the same actions as the heroes. However, “heroes” 

reasons for war are presented as righteous, even humanitarian - heroes are only 

killing the wicked and dropping bombs for democratization purposes, like in the 

cases of Myanmar, Yemen, and Afghanistan. In this sense, the strongest 

propaganda becomes promoted as the absolute truth through large media networks 

and hence the public forum. Out-groups, with opposing views or doubt in the 

mainstream narrative, are ostracized, and often labelled as spies, enemies, 

terrorists, and traitors to the current patriotic ideals. (De Vogli, 2023)  

Keeping in mind these phenomena, media coverage of conflicts, particularly states 

underlying intentions, and foreign policy agendas is of utmost importance. It is through 

the provision of information and diverse reporting that the public can stay informed, be 

able to fully comprehend, analyse, and finally advocate on how to address the conflict. 

Moreover, it is crucial to acknowledge the influential role that media coverage plays in 

generating or endorsing conclusions about the conflict, affecting peace processes and 

reduction of humanitarian aid. (Media Warfare, Propaganda, and the Law of War (Chapter 

6) - Soft War, 2017) 

In most cases, we see how media coverage of conflicts focuses on the outcomes and 

effects rather than the decision-making process or the underlying causes of conflicts.  This 

emphasis on results is a natural consequence of reporting events as they unfold and the 

novelty of information available at the time. However, it is important to keep in mind that 

media coverage is indispensable for guiding policymakers, influencing public discourse, 
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and providing a voice for the victims of conflicts. (Media Warfare, Propaganda, and the 

Law of War (Chapter 6) - Soft War, 2017) 

XVII Conclusion and Recommendations  

 

Having in mind the role and influence of mass media, the geopolitical tensions of our 

time, and lessons learned from the history of conflict presented in this paper, we can draw 

useful recommendations going forward. Firstly, this author maintains a position that the 

media and global leaders should aim to prevent conflict and invest in peaceful conflict 

resolution, rather than put all energy into humanitarian aid after the fact. However, it is 

still very relevant to apply the knowledge gained after witnessing the Human rights 

protection system at work in Ukraine’s case, with the aid of mass media at every step. In 

light of the findings of the Ukrainian model, discussed in previous sections, the following 

recommendations are divided into 2 categories: Peace promotion – focusing on solutions 

that are the shortest way to peace. Secondly, while covering the onset and development 

of conflict and humanitarian crises, the media should strive to uphold the manner and 

principles of ethical reporting. Additionally, the recommendations are partially focused 

on how the war can be prevented, but guiding on how to avoid harmful reporting and 

selective empathy by instigating the same public response regardless of personal 

characteristics or geographical location of victims.  

Recommendations: 

 

1. Recommendation: Media should advocate for a human rights-cantered approach 

in all aspects of decision-making and humanitarian efforts, by amplifying survivor 

voices and exposing abusive governments. The media should promote the 

principle of prioritizing the human rights approach when making large-scale 

decisions and addressing accountability to affected people. The human rights 

approach should be prioritized in all areas of development and humanitarian 

activities, as well as in the implementation of peace processes, rehabilitation and 

building resilience. “By exposing the abuses and elevating the voices of survivors 

and those at risk, the human rights movement makes it harder for abusive 

governments to succeed.” (HRW, World Report 2023) 
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2. Recommendation: The media's role should prioritize fostering a participatory 

public sphere, ensuring objective representation of all perspectives, and adhering 

to ethical reporting principles such as accuracy, impartiality, fairness, 

responsibility and balance. (Lublinski et al., 2014) 

3. Recommendation: The media should practice affirmative approaches to ending 

conflicts, such as INGO, NGO, and civil movements, aimed at peacebuilding and 

equality, and shifting the centralized power to citizen/community initiatives, 

reducing the possibility of corruption in government structures.  

4. Recommendation: Media outlets should proactively combat misinformation and 

maintain an informed perspective on warfare propaganda, propaganda, and 

cognitive biases in humanitarian reporting to avoid unintentionally disrupting 

peace processes while upholding the truth.  

5. Recommendation: The media should promote the Principles and Good Practice of 

Humanitarian Donorship and use them as guidance when deciding how to report 

on global events. 

6. Recommendation: Media is urged to spotlight women's role in peace for greater 

success. As research shows, peace processes and negotiations have higher success 

when women have a leading voice and decision-making power. The media should 

report on these and similar findings, while also inviting a discussion around 

gender mainstreaming in peacebuilding, politics and social welfare. 

“Peace agreements are at least 50 percent more likely to endure when women 

have meaningful negotiation roles compared to when they do not.” (IASC, 2016) 

7. Recommendation:  The media can have a role in revitalizing the authority of the 

United Nations as an organization best equipped to lead peace processes and 

facilitate negotiations. (IASC, 2016) 

8. Recommendation: Media coverage of conflicts should extend beyond immediate 

events, emphasizing the need for accountability among leaders and shedding light 

on decision-makers who impact vulnerable populations in the long term. For 

example, evidence supports that Russia is joined by the global majority in 

opposing US militarism and unilateralism. Insights such as this could pose a basis 

for strengthening diplomatic ties between Europe and non-Western countries 

against US expansion beyond its borders. ’’Recognizing that the war was 



49 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

provoked helps us to understand how to stop it. It doesn’t justify Russia’s 

invasion.’’ (Jeffrey Sachs, 2023) 

9. Recommendation: Media urged to keep and maintain partnerships as an effective 

path to human rights protection. As previously explored in the text: building 

partnerships between the media, private sector, and humanitarian organizations to 

raise funds, has significant importance especially if it encourages UN agencies, 

international organizations, and states to join or emulate the successful 

deployment of human rights protection mechanisms, as in the case of Ukraine. By 

doing so, the humanitarian community can work together more effectively to 

address the root causes of humanitarian crises and reduce the suffering of those 

affected. (IASC, 2016) 

10. Recommendation: Media should broaden crisis coverage beyond immediate 

events to include an in-depth exploration of the underlying causes. Media 

coverage of a crisis often tends to prioritize the immediate situation, without also 

focusing on the longer-term causes that have contributed to the crisis. By 

understanding these underlying factors, we can gain a deeper, informed 

understanding of why the crisis occurred and identify measures to prevent or 

better prepare for similar situations in the future. This requires incorporating 

history, development, accountability, governance and vulnerability issues into 

crisis coverage. 

The perspectives, voices, and experiences of affected communities, should take 

centre stage. By listening to the people who experience the consequences of war 

1st hand and by considering their responses, needs, and solutions, media coverage 

can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the crisis and ultimately help 

facilitate a more effective humanitarian response. This approach moves beyond 

solely reporting on the aid being delivered and addresses the factors and decisions 

leading up to a man-made disaster. (Reporting on Humanitarian Crises, 2014) 

 

XVIII The Ukrainian model, conclusion 

Principle 6 of the Good Practice of Humanitarian Donorship states to: “Allocate 

humanitarian funding in proportion to needs and on the basis of needs assessments.” 

(Good Humanitarian Donorship Principles, 2012-2015). Upholding this principle would 
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mean Myanmar should have been prioritized in receiving humanitarian aid, while 

Myanmar has the largest funding gap and the lowest media mentioned in April 2022. The 

results of the research the relationship between media attention, and the amount of 

humanitarian aid allocated, however, the media attention is not proportionate to the 

humanitarian crisis. The question remains on why this wasn’t the case, and what are the 

other principles or logic behind how the media chooses where to devote the most 

attention.  

Acknowledging the limitations of a cross-cultural analysis and differences between the 

conflicts, one explanation could be that the Russia-Ukraine war is the only international 

conflict, while the rest are internal conflicts. Moreover, the culminating event of Russia's 

invasion of Ukraine happened in 2022, and the media mentioned analysed are in April of 

the same year. 

“With every war or massive invasion, you get a huge boost in attention at the very 

beginning. Now, this has been going on for eight years, and eight years back the attention  

around it was huge. Then it sort of petered out until there were troop movements on the 

border. So, I think that's, unfortunately, the natural cycle of international media. This is 

very huge now.  

There is something to be said for the idea that a lot of European media are giving Ukraine 

more attention than they gave to Ethiopia, for example, to the crisis in Tigray. On the one 

hand, you can understand why. First of all, you have one UN member invading another 

UN member, which is a different type of conflict than an internal civil war. But for 

Europeans, it's also next door. And, understandably, you would have the media more 

interested in a horrific crisis next door, than a horrific crisis farther away. That's normal 

to an extent.” (Reporting on Human Rights amid the War in Ukraine, 2022) 

Additionally, the Russia-Ukraine conflict is the only one in Europe from the conflicts 

analysed, and there have been registered events of Western media being Euro-centric, so 

potentially this could be the reason why the media is devoting most attention to this 

conflict.  

“But Western media generally have on occasion just slipped into some blatant racism. 

It's the idea that, “Now, this conflict is important, and these people dying are important, 
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because they look like us.” And obviously, the attitude that looks at things that way is just 

extremely troubling, but also revealing how a lot of the world has been covering a lot of 

events for a long time. There has been an inherent racist bend to international reporting 

in terms of the things that get covered. And it goes completely against what our 

organization tries to do. We have a universalist approach to humanity” (Reporting on 

Human Rights amid the War in Ukraine, 2022)  

Finally, as this is a multi-causal model, many of the potential reasons proposed could be 

playing a role at the same time. Further research could be provided on the topic of geo-

political interest and individual state interest and propaganda that could be externally and 

internally influencing how the media chooses to place attention and report on these crises. 

I would like to conclude by exploring what are some useful lessons we can see in the 

Ukrainian model. One of the biggest contributors to resource, public and international 

mobilization to help Ukraine is because of a lot of media attention. The coverage 

effectively contributed to generating large amounts of humanitarian aid and public 

compassion for the country in crisis. Additionally, it helped the world realize what are 

potentially disastrous consequences of any war, and how imperative it is to use that 

information to act fast and fair.  

“For example, there is reason to think the war will lead to a world food crisis in which 

many millions of people will die. The president of the World Bank, David Malpass, argues 

that if the Ukraine war continues, we will face a global food crisis that is a “human 

catastrophe.” (BBC, 2022) 

The relations between the countries of Eastern and Western Europe are likely to 

deteriorate as the war drags on, because their interests and perspectives on the conflict 

are not the same. 

The war, in all its dimensions, has exacerbated a global cost-of-living crisis unseen in at 

least a generation, compromising lives, livelihoods, and our aspirations for a better world 

by 2030.” (UN Global Crisis Response Group on Food, Energy and Finance, 2022) 

(Mearsheimer, 2022)  
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At last, the world had an opportunity to witness, through various media forms such as 

video, audio, and print, the activation of the international human rights system designed 

to address situations like this. 

Firstly, The UN Human Rights Council immediately started to gather and report human 

rights violations in the war, and soon after designated a special rapporteur for this purpose.  

Next, The UN General Assembly condemned Russia’s invasion and its human rights 

violations four times. Additionally, Russia was suspended from the UN Human Rights 

Council, and Ukraine’s human rights crisis was promptly put on the council’s docket. 

“European countries welcomed millions of Ukrainian refugees, a commendable response 

that also exposed the double standards of most European Union member countries in 

their ongoing treatment of countless Syrians, Afghans, Palestinians, Somalis, and others 

seeking asylum.” (HRW, World Report 2023) 

This coordinated, fast, and human rights-oriented response demonstrated the possibilities 

to incite empathy, what inclusive refugee protection looks like, (HRW, World Report 

2023) and the impact media news coverage and constant spotlight can have for victims in 

war-plagued countries. 

We are only left to imagine what if the governments and the international community had 

acted earlier to hold Putin accountable - in 2014, at the roots of the war in Ukraine, or in 

2015, for Russia’s participation in human rights violations in Syria, or for the degrading 

human rights situation inside Russia during the past 10 years, at least. (HRW, World 

Report 2023) 

The Ukrainian model could become a breaking point for governments to act in time and 

scale up the good practices of the international response we witnessed in Ukraine. 

Importantly, lessons learned should be immediately applied to address other humanitarian 

crises happening today. 
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12) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/29/us/politics/ukraine-rape-war-
crimes.html?searchResultPosition=18 

13) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/nyregion/east-flatbush-brooklyn-
crime.html?searchResultPosition=22 

14) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/politics/russia-moskva-ship-sunk-
ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=23 

15) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/oil-gas-energy-prices-russia-
ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=24 

16) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/us/jared-kushner-saudi-investment-
fund.html?searchResultPosition=25 

 

MYANMAR 
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=mya
nmar&sort=best&startDate=20220401  

1) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/world/asia/myanmar-coup-trial-aung-san-
suu-kyi.html?searchResultPosition=1 

2) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/19/world/asia/myanmars-coup-
doctors.html?searchResultPosition=2 

3) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/17/world/europe/pope-francis-easter-
ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=10 

4) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/arts/design/yale-art-looting-
investigation.html?searchResultPosition=11 

5) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/biden-putin-ukraine-
genocide.html?searchResultPosition=12 

6) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/technology/twitter-elon-musk-free-
speech.html?searchResultPosition=14 

7) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/world/europe/russia-ukraine-war-
crimes.html?searchResultPosition=17 

8) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/world/asia/sri-lanka-protests-gotabaya-
rajapaksa.html?searchResultPosition=20 

9) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/24/world/asia/cold-war-
ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=21 

10) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/style/jordan-mooney-
dead.html?searchResultPosition=22 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/us/politics/gitmo-youngest-detainee.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/us/politics/gitmo-youngest-detainee.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/americas/kenneth-roth-human-rights-watch.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/americas/kenneth-roth-human-rights-watch.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/17/world/europe/pope-francis-easter-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/17/world/europe/pope-francis-easter-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/24/us/politics/climate-activist-self-immolation-supreme-court.html?searchResultPosition=14
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/24/us/politics/climate-activist-self-immolation-supreme-court.html?searchResultPosition=14
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/cameroon-temporary-protected-status.html?searchResultPosition=15
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/cameroon-temporary-protected-status.html?searchResultPosition=15
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/europe/britain-rwanda-asylum-explained.html?searchResultPosition=17
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/europe/britain-rwanda-asylum-explained.html?searchResultPosition=17
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/29/us/politics/ukraine-rape-war-crimes.html?searchResultPosition=18
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/29/us/politics/ukraine-rape-war-crimes.html?searchResultPosition=18
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/nyregion/east-flatbush-brooklyn-crime.html?searchResultPosition=22
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/nyregion/east-flatbush-brooklyn-crime.html?searchResultPosition=22
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/politics/russia-moskva-ship-sunk-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=23
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/politics/russia-moskva-ship-sunk-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=23
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/oil-gas-energy-prices-russia-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=24
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/oil-gas-energy-prices-russia-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=24
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/us/jared-kushner-saudi-investment-fund.html?searchResultPosition=25
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/us/jared-kushner-saudi-investment-fund.html?searchResultPosition=25
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=myanmar&sort=best&startDate=20220401
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=myanmar&sort=best&startDate=20220401
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/world/asia/myanmar-coup-trial-aung-san-suu-kyi.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/world/asia/myanmar-coup-trial-aung-san-suu-kyi.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/19/world/asia/myanmars-coup-doctors.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/19/world/asia/myanmars-coup-doctors.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/17/world/europe/pope-francis-easter-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/17/world/europe/pope-francis-easter-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/arts/design/yale-art-looting-investigation.html?searchResultPosition=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/arts/design/yale-art-looting-investigation.html?searchResultPosition=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/biden-putin-ukraine-genocide.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/opinion/biden-putin-ukraine-genocide.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/technology/twitter-elon-musk-free-speech.html?searchResultPosition=14
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/technology/twitter-elon-musk-free-speech.html?searchResultPosition=14
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/world/europe/russia-ukraine-war-crimes.html?searchResultPosition=17
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/world/europe/russia-ukraine-war-crimes.html?searchResultPosition=17
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/world/asia/sri-lanka-protests-gotabaya-rajapaksa.html?searchResultPosition=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/12/world/asia/sri-lanka-protests-gotabaya-rajapaksa.html?searchResultPosition=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/24/world/asia/cold-war-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=21
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/24/world/asia/cold-war-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=21
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/style/jordan-mooney-dead.html?searchResultPosition=22
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/10/style/jordan-mooney-dead.html?searchResultPosition=22
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11) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/02/travel/japan-covid-tourism-
border.html?searchResultPosition=23 

12) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/03/opinion/ukraine-russia-
wired.html?searchResultPosition=24 

 

ETHIOPIA 
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=ethio
pia&sort=best&startDate=20220401  

1) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/world/africa/food-crisis-africa-drought-
ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=1 

2) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/sports/benson-kiprutos-boston-
marathon.html?searchResultPosition=2 

3) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/11/health/this-psychiatric-hospital-used-to-
chain-patients-now-it-treats-them.html?searchResultPosition=4 

4) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/cameroon-temporary-protected-
status.html?searchResultPosition=7 

5) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/us/politics/ambassador-richard-olson-
qatar-lobbying.html?searchResultPosition=8 

6) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/business/economy/biden-supply-
chain.html?searchResultPosition=9 

7) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/americas/kenneth-roth-human-
rights-watch.html?searchResultPosition=11 

8) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/africa/tanzania-female-
president.html?searchResultPosition=12 

9) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/middleeast/jerusalem-tattoo-
artist.html?searchResultPosition=13 

10) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/06/arts/music/afrofuturism-
festival.html?searchResultPosition=14 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 LA REPUBBLICA 

 

Here are La Repubblica magazine links to online articles. The same articles were 

also published daily in the printed addition newspaper, in the period of 1st and up 

until and including 30th April. 

 

There is a total of 1671 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 41 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 15 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/02/travel/japan-covid-tourism-border.html?searchResultPosition=23
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/02/travel/japan-covid-tourism-border.html?searchResultPosition=23
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/03/opinion/ukraine-russia-wired.html?searchResultPosition=24
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/03/opinion/ukraine-russia-wired.html?searchResultPosition=24
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=ethiopia&sort=best&startDate=20220401
https://www.nytimes.com/search?dropmab=false&endDate=20220430&query=ethiopia&sort=best&startDate=20220401
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/world/africa/food-crisis-africa-drought-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/01/world/africa/food-crisis-africa-drought-ukraine.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/sports/benson-kiprutos-boston-marathon.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/sports/benson-kiprutos-boston-marathon.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/11/health/this-psychiatric-hospital-used-to-chain-patients-now-it-treats-them.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/11/health/this-psychiatric-hospital-used-to-chain-patients-now-it-treats-them.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/cameroon-temporary-protected-status.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/us/cameroon-temporary-protected-status.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/us/politics/ambassador-richard-olson-qatar-lobbying.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/27/us/politics/ambassador-richard-olson-qatar-lobbying.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/business/economy/biden-supply-chain.html?searchResultPosition=9
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/business/economy/biden-supply-chain.html?searchResultPosition=9
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/americas/kenneth-roth-human-rights-watch.html?searchResultPosition=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/americas/kenneth-roth-human-rights-watch.html?searchResultPosition=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/africa/tanzania-female-president.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/africa/tanzania-female-president.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/middleeast/jerusalem-tattoo-artist.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/world/middleeast/jerusalem-tattoo-artist.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/06/arts/music/afrofuturism-festival.html?searchResultPosition=14
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/06/arts/music/afrofuturism-festival.html?searchResultPosition=14
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There is a total of 11 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 4 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

 
 
UKRAINE 
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/ricerca/repubblica?fromdate=2022-04-01&fromdate=2022-
04-01&todate=2022-04-30&todate=2022-04-
30&query=ucraina&sortby=score&author=&mode=all&filter_type=articolo  

 
1. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/motogp-

niente-prove-del-venerdi-in-argentina42.html 
2. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/11210.ht

ml 
3. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ricominci

ano-oggi-online-i-colloqui-di-pace06.html 
4. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/non-

andiamo-a-combattere-e-i-soldati-dicono-no-allo-zar-anche-bollate06.html 
5. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dialogo-

sul-conflitto-con-enzo-bianchiTorino09.html 
6. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/niente-

estradizione-la-russia-e-in-guerraFirenze08.html 
7. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-

rafforzamento-della-valuta-russa02.html 
8. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-

decreto-passa-in-aula-tra-assenti-e-qualche-espulso12.html 
9. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dl-

ucraina-conte-attacca-il-pd-non-siamo-la-sua-succursale12.html 
10. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/alexandra

-non-crede-a-un-accordo-coi-russiMilano06.html 
11. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/viaggio-

tra-le-macerie-ecco-il-cuore-ferito-della-berlino-ucraina10.html 
12. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/da-

grugliasco-a-leopoli-il-volontario-che-aiuta-fuggireTorino09.html 
13. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dalla-

cgil-17-tonnellate-di-aiuti12.html 
14. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dal-

bolshoi-alla-scala-tissi-e-di-nuovo-a-casa-danzera-in-giselleMilano01.html 
15. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ignazio-

viscogovernatore-della-banca-ditalia02.html 
16. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/piu-di-

35-paesi-promettono-nuove-armi-a-kiev08.html 
17. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/jorit-

putin-mi-cita-un-murale-di-pace-fa-piu-del-governoNapoli01.html 
18. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/lo-

scrittore-sergij-zhadan10.html 
19. https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/annunci-

e-misure02.html 

https://ricerca.repubblica.it/ricerca/repubblica?fromdate=2022-04-01&fromdate=2022-04-01&todate=2022-04-30&todate=2022-04-30&query=ucraina&sortby=score&author=&mode=all&filter_type=articolo
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/ricerca/repubblica?fromdate=2022-04-01&fromdate=2022-04-01&todate=2022-04-30&todate=2022-04-30&query=ucraina&sortby=score&author=&mode=all&filter_type=articolo
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/ricerca/repubblica?fromdate=2022-04-01&fromdate=2022-04-01&todate=2022-04-30&todate=2022-04-30&query=ucraina&sortby=score&author=&mode=all&filter_type=articolo
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/motogp-niente-prove-del-venerdi-in-argentina42.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/motogp-niente-prove-del-venerdi-in-argentina42.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/11210.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/11210.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ricominciano-oggi-online-i-colloqui-di-pace06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ricominciano-oggi-online-i-colloqui-di-pace06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/non-andiamo-a-combattere-e-i-soldati-dicono-no-allo-zar-anche-bollate06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/non-andiamo-a-combattere-e-i-soldati-dicono-no-allo-zar-anche-bollate06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dialogo-sul-conflitto-con-enzo-bianchiTorino09.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dialogo-sul-conflitto-con-enzo-bianchiTorino09.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/niente-estradizione-la-russia-e-in-guerraFirenze08.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/niente-estradizione-la-russia-e-in-guerraFirenze08.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-rafforzamento-della-valuta-russa02.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-rafforzamento-della-valuta-russa02.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-decreto-passa-in-aula-tra-assenti-e-qualche-espulso12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/il-decreto-passa-in-aula-tra-assenti-e-qualche-espulso12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dl-ucraina-conte-attacca-il-pd-non-siamo-la-sua-succursale12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dl-ucraina-conte-attacca-il-pd-non-siamo-la-sua-succursale12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/alexandra-non-crede-a-un-accordo-coi-russiMilano06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/alexandra-non-crede-a-un-accordo-coi-russiMilano06.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/viaggio-tra-le-macerie-ecco-il-cuore-ferito-della-berlino-ucraina10.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/viaggio-tra-le-macerie-ecco-il-cuore-ferito-della-berlino-ucraina10.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/da-grugliasco-a-leopoli-il-volontario-che-aiuta-fuggireTorino09.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/da-grugliasco-a-leopoli-il-volontario-che-aiuta-fuggireTorino09.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dalla-cgil-17-tonnellate-di-aiuti12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dalla-cgil-17-tonnellate-di-aiuti12.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dal-bolshoi-alla-scala-tissi-e-di-nuovo-a-casa-danzera-in-giselleMilano01.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/dal-bolshoi-alla-scala-tissi-e-di-nuovo-a-casa-danzera-in-giselleMilano01.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ignazio-viscogovernatore-della-banca-ditalia02.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/ignazio-viscogovernatore-della-banca-ditalia02.html?ref=search
https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2022/04/01/piu-di-35-paesi-promettono-nuove-armi-a-kiev08.html?ref=search
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Appendix 3 THE GUARDIAN 

Here are the screenshots from articles in the “Guardian weekly” newspaper edition. This 

online webpage is available only to subscribers. The Guardian Weekly was published 

on 5 dates in April, specifically, on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. 

There is a total of 133 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 11 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 6 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 4 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

There is a total of 3 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

 
On April 1st there were 18 articles mentioning Ukraine.   
Picture 1 

 

Picture 2 
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Picture 3 

 

Picture 4 
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On April 8th there were 30 articles mentioning Ukraine.   

Picture 1 

 

Picture 2 
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Picture 3 

 

Picture 4 

 

On April 15th there were 33 articles mentioning Ukraine.   

Picture 1 
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Picture 2

 

Picture 3 
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Picture 4

 

On April 22nd there were 27 articles mentioning Ukraine. 

Picture 1   
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Picture 4 
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On April 29th there were 25 articles mentioning Ukraine.   
Picture 1 

 

Picture 2 
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Picture 3
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Picture 4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afghanistan 

On April 1st there were 3 articles mentioning Afghanistan 

 

On April 8th there were 4 articles mentioning Afghanistan 
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On April 22nd  there were 4 articles mentioning Afghanistan 

 

 

 

 

 

Yemen 

On April 8th there was 1 article mentioning Yemen 

 

On April 15th there was 1 article mentioning Yemen 
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On April 22nd there were 3 articles mentioning Yemen 

 

On April 29th there was 1 article mentioning Yemen 

 

 

Myanmar 

On April 8th there were 3 articles mentioning Myanmar 
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On April 22nd there was 1 article mentioning Myanmar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethiopia 

On April 1st there was 1 article mentioning Ethiopia 

 

On April 8th there was 1 article mentioning Ethiopia 
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On April 22nd there was 1 article mentioning Ethiopia 

 

 

 

Appendix 4 DIE ZEIT 

 

Here are the Die Zeit newspaper screenshots of digital articles. The same articles were 

also published weekly in April, in the printed edition newspaper. Specifically, on the 

7th,13th, 21st, and 28th of April.  

 

There is a total of 148 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 12 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 3 articles mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

There is a total of 1 article mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 0 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 
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UKRAINE 

07.04.2022. Ukraine mentions 44 

13.04.2022 Ukraine mentions 32 

21.04.2022 Ukraine mentions 35 

28.04.2022 Ukraine mentions 37 

 

7. April 2022. 

 

 

Article mention 1 

 



175 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 2 

 

 

Article mention 3 

 



176 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 4 

 

Article mention 5 

 



177 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 6 

 

 

Article mention 7 

 



178 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 8 

 

 

Article mention 9 

 



179 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 10 

 



180 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 11 

 

 

Article mention 12 

 



181 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 13 

 



182 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 14 

 

 

Article mention 15 

 



183 | T h e  U k r a i n i a n  m o d e l  

 

 

Article mention 16 
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Article mention 26 
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Article mention 44 

13. April .2022. 
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Article mention 32 
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Article mentions 35 
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Article mention 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFGHANISTAN 

7. April 2022. 
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Article mention 1 
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Article mention 4 (Long article) 

21. April 2022. 
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28.April 2022. 
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ETHIOPIA - ÄTHIOPIEN 
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Article mention 2 
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Article mention 1 
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YEMEN – JEMEN 

13. April 2022. 

 

Article mentions 1 

Appendix 5 LE SOIR BELGIUM 

On Le Soir search bar, there is an option to filter out articles in the last six months, and 

a bar where you can type in the keyword, in this case: Ukraine, Afghanistan, Yemen, 

Ethiopie, Myanmar. Additionally, there is an option to filter only articles. The only 

articles I chose to filter are the “Journal Le Soir" which is also published in print, apart 

from being online.  Each page can be downloaded as a .html file, which I have uploaded 

on Google Drive and it is accessible at this link: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oadpDX5AUlt6HP7FFTsw_w7joMFtmq3m?us

p=drive_link  The HTML pages with the articles are visible when opened in a browser. 

There is a total of 298 articles mentioning Ukraine in April. 

There is a total of 17 articles mentioning Afghanistan in April. 

There is a total of 7 articles mentioning Yemen in April. 

There is a total of 2 articles mentioning Myanmar in April. 

There is a total of 1 article mentioning Ethiopia in April. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oadpDX5AUlt6HP7FFTsw_w7joMFtmq3m?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oadpDX5AUlt6HP7FFTsw_w7joMFtmq3m?usp=drive_link

