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Abstract

The aim of the thesis is to investigate the behaviour of the many-neighbours pairing

Kitaev chain (and different dependencies of the Hamiltonian parameters on the distance),

in the hypothesis of disorder associated with the chemical potential.

A proposal to a numerical resolution of the many-neighbours problem is lead through the

Transfer Matrix method proposed by A. Alecce and L. Dell’Anna1 for the calculation of

the wave functions of the zero-energy Majorana edge modes in the basis of the Bogoliubov

states, which diagonalize the Kitaev chain’s Hamiltonian.

On the other hand, the study of the system in the hypothesis of disorder is carried

out with the aim of generalizing the results proposed by N. M. Gergs, L. Fritz, and D.

Schuricht2 to the many-neighbours case, thus looking for the critical values of the chemical

potential, typical for each amount of disorder (intended as standard deviation of a normal

distribution) at fixed interaction parameters, above which a topological phase cannot exist.

In this study we show that, as happens in the nearest neighbour case, also in the general

case there is an amount of disorder beyond which the critical chemical potential is zero

(i.e., a topological phase is never possible), before which we show the presence of an

enhancement of the edge modes.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Figure 1: A representation of the Kitaev chain system. The black line is the chain itself,
which lays over a p-wave superconductor (the blue block).

1 Introduction

1.1 The Kitaev chain

Implementing a full-scale quantum computer is a major challenge to modern physics and

engineering. Theoretically, this goal should be achievable due to the possibility of fault-

tolerant quantum computation3. It has been also suggested that fault-tolerance can be

achieved at the physical level4, instead of using quantum error-correcting codes.

For example, Kitaev chain is a way to construct decoherence-protected degrees of freedom

in one-dimensional systems (“quantum wires”). It was first proposed by A. Yu Kitaev in

his article5 which titles “Unpaired Majorana Fermions in Quantum Wires” and consists in

a row of equidistant sites which may be occupied by non-interacting spinless fermions in

the presence of hopping between nearest lattice sites and superconducting pairing between

nearest neighbors:

H = −
L∑
j=1

µ
(
c†jcj − 1/2

)
+
L−1∑
j=1

(
−wc†jcj+1 +∆cjcj+1 + h.c.

)
. (1)

In the Hamilotonian above, L is the lenght of the chain (i.e. the number of fermionic sites)

µ is the chemical potential, w the hopping parameter and ∆ the superconductive pairing6

(both assumed to be real, so that the system is time-reversal symmetric, cfr. Appendix

A.1.1), result of the presence of a p-wave superconductor7 under the fermionic chain, as

one can see from figure 1.

It is useful, in order to investigate the properties of such a system, to reparametrize the

Hamiltonian in terms of Majorana fermions, defined as:

γ2j−1 = cj + c†j , γ2j =
1

i

(
cj − c†j

)
, (2)

and obeys the anti-commutative law:

{γj , γk} = 2δjk.

1



1 INTRODUCTION

Figure 2: The Majorana particles, here represented by cubes, are normally coupled as in
the upper image, forming L fermions as defined by (2) (blue halos). However, sometimes
they can couple with the other adjacent Majorana, forming L − 1 fermions (red halos in
the bottom image) and leaving unpaired two Majoranas on the edges.

Majorana particles are fermions that are their own antiparticles. They were hypothesised

by Ettore Majorana in 19378, but they’ve never been observed (although the nature of

the neutrinos is not settled yet9). However, in condensed matter physics, quasiparticle

excitations can appear like bound Majorana fermions10 11. Though, instead of a single

fundamental particle, they are the collective movement of several individual particles.

Rewriting (1), the Hamiltonian becomes:

H = − i

2

L−1∑
j=1

[(w −∆)γ2j−1γ2j+2 + (w +∆)γ2j+1γ2j ]−
i

2

L∑
j=1

µγ2j−1γ2j .

The simplest, but still most explanatory case we may consider is the one with µ = 0 and

w = ∆ ≡ t:

H = it
L−1∑
j=1

γ2j+1γ2j . (3)

Here we can re-compose the Hamiltonian in terms of new fermionic operators, defined by:

c̃j =
1

2
(γ2j + iγ2j+1) , c̃†j =

1

2
(γ2j − iγ2j+1) ,

giving out the Hamiltonian:

H = 2t

L−1∑
j=1

(
c̃†j c̃j −

1

2

)
. (4)

The interpretation of what we have done is the following: as two Majorana particles form

one fermion, we combined Majoranas belonging to adjacent sites, in order to compose new

fermions out of them, as figure 2 shows.

However, in this way we take into account only L − 1 sites out of the original L, as one

can see from equations (3) and (4). As a matter of fact, operators γ1 and γ2L, i.e. the

first and the last Majoranas of the chain, are no longer considered. We can think at them

as combined into a non-local fermion, the corresponding operator of which takes form:

2



1 INTRODUCTION

f =
1

2
(γ1 + iγ2L) . (5)

As it does not appear in the Hamiltonian, it does not influence the energy of the system.

Hence, our chain has two zero-energy states localized at its ends. Because of this, we see a

ground state degeneracy: If |ϕ0⟩ is a ground state with f |ϕ0⟩ = 0, then |ϕ1⟩ = f †|ϕ0⟩ is also
a ground state with the same energy. The configuration is such that these two Majorana

quasi-particles, called unpaired Majorana zero energy modes, or MZM 12, form a two-state

quantum system, which can incode a qubit information. Moreover, it is immune to classical

error σx (that is the kind of error which transform a 0 in a 1 and vice versa) because the

chain could be virtually infinite and such a transformation on Majorana edge modes is

prevented. This is actually an advantage and is the mechanism which the possibility of

using these systems to do fault-tolerant quantum computing is based on. For this reason,

a great effort has been put on the study and realization of isolated Majorana fermions in

1-dimensional and 2-dimensional superconductors13 14 15, both from a theoretical and an

experimental16 17 18 standpoint.

Despite the case studied above is very particular and at first glance it could appear as

a bizarre thing due to a fine-tuning operation, in general one can find MZMs with less

restrictive choices of parameters. MZMs thus defined are found to be distributed along

the chain sites according to an exponential-decaying a wave function.

1.2 General case: a transfer matrix approach

It can be demonstrated19 20 that, in addition to the degeneration of the ground state, the

Kitaev chain presents, within a given domain of the parameters, the other conditions for

the realization of the topological order, such as the opening of an energy gap in the bulk

spectrum.

The topological order is generally characterized21 by the presence of edge excitations,

which in the Kitaev chain we find as MZMs that, in general, decay exponentially in

the bulk. There are several ways to find the aforementioned domain; the transfer matrix

approach22 23 also allows to verify the distribution of the Majorana modes along the chain.

In order to construct the transfer matrix, we’d better to change notation, defining:

γ2j−1 = aj , γ2j = bj .

The Hamiltonian of the system will then become:

H = − i

2

L−1∑
n=1

[(w −∆)anbn+1 + (w +∆)an+1bn]−
i

2

L∑
n=1

µanbn.

Then, supposing that the MZM we are looking for are distributed along, the chain, we

can call them Qa and Qb and write them as:

3



1 INTRODUCTION

Qa =
L∑
j=1

αj

(
cj + c†j

)
=

L∑
j=1

αjaj , Qb =
L∑
j=1

βj
i

(
cj − c†j

)
=

L∑
j=1

βjbj .

The transfer matrix can be obtained from the Heisenberg equations of motion for the

Majorana operators:

i
dan
dt

= − [H, an] = −i(w +∆)bn+1 − i(w −∆)bn−1 − iµbn

i
dbn
dt

= − [H, bn] = i(w +∆)an−1 + i(w −∆)an+1 + iµan

Assuming that these operators depend on time as an = αne
−iEt and bn = βne

−iEt, we can

find the values of the energy E for which the above equations have solutions, given by:

(w −∆)αn−1 + (w +∆)αn+1 − µαn = −iEβn

−(w +∆)βn−1 − (w −∆)βn+1 + µβn = −iEαn
(6)

We then remember that we are looking for solutions which, as done by (5), create a

degeneracy by commuting with the Hamiltonian. This is easily done setting E = 0, that

is considering zero energy, hence the name MZM. The equations for αn and βn decouple,

and they can be written in the transfer matrix form

(
αn+1

αn

)
= A

(
αn

αn−1

)
, where A =

(
µ

∆+w
∆−w
∆+w

1 0

)
(7)

Similar expressions hold for the βn s since the respective transfer matrices are related by

B = A−1. Knowing the behavior of the a-modes thus completely determines that of the

b-modes.

The transfer matrix A has two eigenvalues, namely:

λ± =
µ±

√
µ2 − 4(∆2 − w2)

2(∆ + w)
.

Thus, one can always write:

(
αn

αn−1

)
= c1

(
vn

vn−1

)
+ c2

(
un

un−1

)
;(

αn+1

αn

)
= A

(
αn

αn−1

)
= An

(
α1

α0

)
= c1λ

n
+

(
v1

v0

)
+ c2λ

n
−

(
u1

u0

)
.

This means that the MZM have an exponential behaviour along the chain (see figure 3). In

particular, they are normalizable, thus they are allowed to exist, if in the thermodynamic

limit (i.e. for n→ ∞) the wave function

αn = const1 · λn−1
+ + const2 · λn−1

−

4



1 INTRODUCTION

Figure 3: An example of the wave functions αj and βj for L = 200, µ = w, ∆ = 7w
(separately normalized). For very big values of L, the two states decay long before there
can be a significant overlap. This is not true for short chains, thus, the thermodynamic
limit is necessary to prevent classical error.

converges to 0. This is possible only if both the eigenvalues are less than 1 in absolute

value. Being the matrix B the inverse of A, the eigenvalues of B will have opposite

behaviour of the ones of A, i.e. a MZM is allowed when both the eigenvalues of B diverge

for n→ ∞, or, fixing βn, converge with n→ 0. Moreover, if both the eigenvalues of A are

greater than 1, that is αn diverges, the eigenvalues of B will be less than 1 and MZMs

are still allowed. For simplicity, we will henceforth call α the states located around the

edge for n = 1 and β those around n = L.

In order to apply the transfer matrices, we first need to define an initial condition, given

by the first vector (α1, α0), choosing α0 = 0 as a border condition and α1 is arbitrary

until set by the normalization of the state. For the b-modes the initial state is (βL, βL+1).

After this, one can do three simple observation:

a) the importance of having both a hopping and a superconductive pairing is now

manifest, because it can be easily demonstrated that if only one of these parameters is

non null, the eigenvalues of the transfer matrix will never be simultaneously smaller than

or greater than 1 in absolute value (see figure 4);

b) setting µ = 0 and ∆ = w every value of αn, but α1, is null, recovering the result

described by equations (3),(4) and (5);

c) under these conditions, λ− = 0 and λ+ = µ/(2w), meaning that MZM are allowed only

if also |λ+| < 1, that is −2w < µ < 2w: this is the domain of the topological phase. We

will see later that there are methods to derive this domain also for the general case.

Another important property that we can see again from the figure 3 is that, for sufficiently

long chains, where the convergence of the eigenvalues is satisfied, there is a gap in the bulk

5
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(a) (b)

Figure 4: (a): Eigenvalues of the tranfer matrix for w = 0. (b): eigenvalues for ∆ = 0. In
both cases, Majorana edge excitations are forbidden.

of the chain, that is, the separation between the two end modes, although these decay

exponentially in the bulk, is practically clear, i.e. there is no coupling between them. This

implies that there is no continuous transformation capable of transforming one state into

another. This is the mechanism by which MZMs are protected and immune to classical

error, even in the most general case.

This is also a reflection of the symmetry properties of the system: the Hamiltonian of eq.

(1) has a particle-hole symmetry (see Appendix A.1.2), which, as we will see in the next

section, translates into a symmetrical distribution of the energy states with respect to the

zero level of the energy, that is, for each state with energy E there is one with energy −E.

The need to respect this symmetry implies two things:

a) first of all, the MZMs cannot move individually from the energy level 0 to an arbitrary

value, but must do so simultaneously and towards opposite energies that are equal in

absolute value; for this to happen, however, the MZMs are needed to be coupled, but as

long as there is a gap in the bulk of the chain, this is not possible; this is very important,

because the fact that the energy of the MZMs is protected and is 0 means that they have

no influence on the Hamiltonian and the only way to obtain this condition is that they

are unpaired and present at the ends of the chain, exactly as in the case depicted by the

equation (3);

b) the presence of a gap in the bulk of the chain corresponds to a gap in the bulk energy

spectrum; to transform one MZM into another it is necessary to excite (or de-excite) the

system and then de-excite it (or excite it) again. This is certainly difficult if there is an

energy gap, but if this gap closes, then the transition can take place continuously. This,

in fact, is what happens for |µ/w| = 2.

1.3 Bulk-edge correspondence

A way to characterize topological phases and determine the presence of MZM is by defin-

ing and finding the so called topological invariants, that is quantities which are strong

against continuous variation of the properties of a system, but vary as the topological

order changes. An example of a topological invariant can be examined by considering

6
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the bulk properties of our system. To do so, we need to switch to the momentum rep-

resentation: we define the momentum creation and annihilation operators as the Fourier

transforms of their site counterparts:

c†k =
1√
L

L∑
j=1

eikjc†j , ck =
1√
L

L∑
j=1

e−ikjcj . (8)

To do so, anyway, we need to consider a chain with periodic boundary conditions, that we

can achieve if we think of bringing the two ends of the chain together to form a ring.

The term c†xcx+1 transforms in:

∑
x

c†xcx+1 =
∑
x

1√
L

∑
k′

c†k′e
−ik′x 1√

L

∑
k

cke
ik(x+1)

=
∑
x

1

L

∑
k′

c†k′e
i(k−k′)x

∑
k

cke
ik

=
∑
k

∑
k′

δk,k′c
†
kck′e

ik′

=
∑
k

c†kcke
−ik.

Similarly, one can find that to Fourier transform the Hamiltonian (1) in the reciprocal

space, it is sufficient to replace:

c†xcx+1 → c†kcke
ik, c†xcx → c†kck, cxcx+1 → ckc−ke

−ik.

The Kitaev Hamiltonian becomes:

H = −µ
∑
k

(
c†kck −

1

2

)
−
∑
k

(
wc†kcke

ik + wc†kcke
−ik −∆ckc−ke

−ik −∆c†−kc
†
ke
ik
)
.

One can manipulate this expression. The first term becomes:

µ
∑
k

(
c†kck −

1

2

)
=
µ

2

∑
k

(
c†kck + ckc

†
k

)
=

1

2

∑
k

(
µc†kck + µc−kc

†
−k

)
,

where we used the fermionic anti-commutative relations and, in the last passage, the fact

that k → −k is a dumb index and the sum is over positive and negative ks. Similarly one

can write:

7
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∑
k

(
wc†kcke

ik + wc†kcke
−ik
)
=
∑
k

2wc†kck cos k

=
1

2

∑
k

(
2wc†kck cos k + 2w c†−kc−k︸ ︷︷ ︸

=1−c−kc
†
−k

cos (−k)
)

=
1

2

∑
k

(
2wc†kck cos k + 2wc−kc

†
−k cos k

)
+ w

∑
k

cos k.

The second sum vanishes if we restrict our analysis to the first Brilluin zone, i.e. for k

between −π and π. Finally, for the terms with the ∆ coefficient:

∑
k

(
∆ckc−ke

−ik +∆c†−kc
†
ke
ik
)

=
1

2

∑
k

(
2∆ckc−ke

−ik + 2∆c†−kc
†
ke
ik
)

=
1

2

∑
k

(
∆ckc−ke

−ik +∆c−kcke
ik +∆c†−kc

†
ke
ik +∆c†kc

†
−ke

−ik
)

=
1

2

∑
k

(
−∆c−kcke

−ik +∆c−kcke
ik +∆c†−kc

†
ke
ik −∆c†−kc

†
ke

−ik
)

=
1

2

(
2i∆c−kck sin k + 2i∆c†−kc

†
k sin k

)
.

Upon defining C†
k = (c†k, c−k), one can then write H in the Bogoliubov-de Gennes form24:

H =
1

2

∑
k∈Z

C†
kHkCk, Hk =

(
ϵk −i∆̃k

i∆̃k −ϵk

)
,

with ϵk = −2w cos k − µ the kinetic energy and ∆̃k = 2∆sin k the Fourier-transformed

pairing potential. In the limit of an infinite chain the sum becomes an integral over the

Brillouin zone. The energy bulk spectrum is simply given by the eigenvalues of Hk/2:

E±
bulk(k) = ±1

2

√
ϵ2k + ∆̃2

k.

As we said in the previous section, and as one can state by looking at figure 5, the energy

levels are distributed symmetrically with respect to 0. This properties are due to the

particle-hole invariance (Appendix A.1.2) of the system; in fact, applying a particle-hole

exchange transformation to eq. (1) and doing again the previous calculations, one can

obtain again the same energy spectrum found above. Briefly, given a solution with energy

E and momentum k, particle-hole symmetry dictates in general the presence of a solution

with energy −E and momentum −k.
In particular, under some choices of the parameters, such as the ones in figure 5 (a),

the energy spectrum appear to be gapped. When the gap closes (figures 5 (b) and (c)),

condition which we always find for |µ| = 2|w|, Majorana modes are free to move along

the chain, resulting in a transition which leads to a trivial phase (no edge modes). From

a more rigorous point of view, we can think of this phase transition as follows: as long as

8
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(a)

(b) (c)

Figure 5: (a) Energy bulk spectrum for µ = 0, w = ∆ = 1, presenting a gap at all k: since
our chain does not have boundaries anymore, the energy spectrum does not contain the
zero energy Majorana modes which we found in the previous section. However, for (b)
µ = 2w and (c) µ = −2w the bulk gap closed for k = ±π and k = 0 respectively. At these
points, Majorana modes are free to move along the chain and a phase transition occurs.
Furthermore, by reproducing the energy spectrum diagrams also for other parameter val-
ues, it could be observed that the bulk always closes for |µ| = 2|w|.

the energy gap does not close, the number of MZMs is protected and, therefore, from one

opening of the gap to the next closure we know we are traveling through a domain which

presents always the same number of MZMs. So we just need to look for this number for

a particular point of each of these domains to get generic information. In fact, with the

methods developed so far, we could look for edge excitations for any point that satisfies

|µ| ≥ 2|w|, (9)

only to be disappointed to find that there are none. Since above (9) the domain doesn’t

close anymore, we can generalize and define it as a condition for the trivial phase.

In order to better investigate such a behaviour, it will be useful to define a vector h(k)

such that:

Hk = h(k) · σ,

where σ = (σx, σy, σz) is the vector whose components are the Pauli matrices. It is

straightforward that:

hx(k) = 0, hy(k) = ∆̃, hz(k) = ϵk.

9
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We can always define and angle θk such that:

cos θk =
hy(k)

|h(k)|
and sin θk =

hz(k)

|h(k)|
,

which maps our system on a unitary ring. We can now define the winding number :

W =

∮
dθk
2π

, (10)

where the integral is done around the one-dimensional Brillouin zone, that is k ∈ [−π, π).
This quantity characterizes the number of times the vector ĥ(k) rotates in the yz plane

around the one-dimensional Brillouin zone. It can be demonstrated25 that the value of |W|
is identical to the number of MZMs per edge for a given choice of system parameters. Both

the winding number and the number of MZMs are topological invariants 26, which means

that they are unaltered until a phase transition between different topological regimes

occurs.

We now have a tool to compute the topological phase for a general choice of the parameters

w and ∆. In fact, it is sufficient to know how many times the vector h(k) rotates around

the origin and at which conditions. This is easily done if we count how many times the

quantities sin θk and cos θk become null. Starting from:

sin θk = 2∆sin k,

we can notice that for k spanning from −π to π (excluded), the rhs annihilates twice, in

correspondence to k = −π and k = 0. The same number of zero points is found for the

lhs with just one spanning of θk ∈ [0, 2π), in correspondence of θk = 0 and θk = π. If this

spanning corresponds to a rotation around the origin of the yz plane, then W will be 1,

otherwise 0. In the first case, we should also find

cos θk = −2w cos k − µ (11)

to be zero twice, that is for θk = π/2, 3π/2. On the other hand, the rhs is null for:

µ

2w
= − cos k = − cos (−k).

Being +π excluded from the domain, we will always find that the expression (11) will

annihilate for two different values of k and for a fixed choice of µ and w only if:

∣∣∣ µ
2w

∣∣∣ < 1 ⇒ −2w < µ < 2w (for w > 0).

Inside this region the system will display one MZM at each end, while outside, no MZMs

are allowed.

In this section, we have found with two methods the same topological domain we ob-

tained with the transfer matrix approach for the particular choice of parameters ∆ = w,

demonstrating that it is valid in general.

10



2 EXTENDED CHAIN

2 Extended chain

In the study of the Kitaev chain and the formation of MZMs for quantum computing appli-

cations, it is appropriate to generalize the starting system and complicate it by involving

a generic number of neighbors r in the hopping and superconducting coupling. In this

section we will expand the study conducted so far to the extended model, with particular

attention to the homogeneous case, following in the footsteps of Alecce and Dell’Anna1.

We will first obtain the winding number to know the topological phases, after which we

will extend the application of the transfer matrices.

2.1 Extended topological phase

The extended time-reversal Kitaev chain (EKC)27 28 is defined by a Hamiltonian of the

type:

H = −
L∑
j=1

µ

(
c†jcj −

1

2

)
+

r∑
ℓ=1

L−ℓ∑
j=1

(
−wℓc†jcj+ℓ +∆ℓcjcj+ℓ + h.c.

)
. (12)

The extended hopping and pairing coupling terms, wl and ∆l, can be generic variables

for now. As we did before, we can rewrite the Hamiltonian in the Bogoliubov-de Gennes

formalism:

H =
1

2

∑
k∈Z

C†
kHkCk,

being

Hk = −

(
µ+ 2

r∑
ℓ=1

wℓ cos(kℓ)

)
σz +

(
2

r∑
ℓ=1

∆ℓ sin(kℓ)

)
σy.

We can again define the winding number as done before, being:

hz(k) = −

(
µ+ 2

r∑
ℓ=1

wℓ cos(kℓ)

)
, hy(k) = 2

r∑
ℓ=1

∆ℓ sin(kℓ).

In the homogeneous case, that is for wℓ ≡ w0, ∆ℓ ≡ ∆ ∀ ℓ, one has:

hy(k) = ∆
r∑
ℓ=1

sin(ℓk) = ∆ sin((r + 1)k/2) sin(rk/2) csc(k/2),

hz(k) = −µ/2− w0

r∑
ℓ=1

cos(ℓk) = −µ/2− w0 cos((r + 1)k/2) sin(rk/2) csc(k/2).

The 2r zeros of hy(k), namely, kn such that hy (kn) = 0, can be ordered, k0 < k1 < k2 <

k3 < · · · < k2r−1, and are

11



2 EXTENDED CHAIN

k2n =
2πn

r
, k2n+1 =

2π(n+ 1)

r + 1
.

The corresponding values of hz (kn) are

hz(0) = −µ/2− rw0,

hz (k2n) = −µ/2,

hz (k2n+1) = −µ/2− w0.

In the regime of parameters where hz (kn) has alternate signs for ordered {kn}, varying
k from 0 to 2π, the winding vector surrounds the origin r times. As a result, we get the

following topological phases:

W = 1 for − 2r < µ/w0 ⩽ 0,

W = r for 0 < µ/w0 < 2,

W = 0 otherwise.

(13)

As we said before, the winding number is a topological invariant. The domain of defini-

tion of topological invariants is very important in the study of topological insulators and

superconductors. In fact, through this, it is possible to classify these materials in real

periodic tables29, in which they are ordered according to the dimensionality of the system

and its symmetry properties. For example, the domain Z, to which the winding number

belongs, corresponds, for a d = 1 dimensional system, to the Altland-Zirnbauer30 BDI

class, which has the time reversal, particle-hole and chiral symmetries (for more informa-

tion see Appendix A.1).

However, for now and for our purposes, this outcome will serve us to verify the reliability

of some results that we will obtain in the following of this work.

2.2 Bogoliubov equations

Transfer matrices are also a very powerful tool in the study of the topological phases of

the extended system. In order to use it, however, it is necessary to find relations in which

the wave functions of the Majorana modes are involved. To derive them, we must start

from the Hamiltonian of the extended model (12) reparameterized in terms of Majorana

fermions:

H =
i

2

−µ
L∑
j=1

γ2j−1γ2j +

r∑
ℓ=1

L−ℓ∑
j=1

[
(∆ℓ − wℓ) γ2j−1γ2(j+ℓ) + (∆ℓ + wℓ) γ2jγ2(j+ℓ)−1

] .

(14)

The Hamiltonian in eq. (12), in the fermionic representation and real space, can be

12
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generally written in the matrix form

H =
(
c†1 . . . c

†
Lc1 . . . cL

)
H



c1
...

cL

c†1
...

c†L


,

and can be diagonalized by means of a unitary transformation:

U †HU = diag (ϵ1, . . . , ϵL,−ϵ1, . . . ,−ϵL) .

getting the typical spectrum of a particle-hole symmetric Hamiltonian. On the other hand,

the Hamiltonian can be written in terms of Majorana operators as in eq. (14), which can

be written quite in general as it follows:

H = i
∑
i,j

γiAijγj , (15)

where A is a real anti-symmetric matrix
(
c∗ij = cij = −cji

)
such that

WAW T = diag

((
0 ϵ1

−ϵ1 0

)
, . . . ,

(
0 ϵL

−ϵL 0

))
,

where {±ϵn} are eigenvalues of H and W is a real orthogonal matrix, WW T = W TW =

IL
31.

Under the actions of U and W on respectively fermionic and Majorana operators



c1
...

cL

c†1
...

c†L


= U †



c1
...

cL

c†1
...

c†L


,


b1
...

b2L

 =W


γ1
...

γ2L

 (16)

the Hamiltonian H can be written in the following forms:

H =
L∑
n=1

ϵn

(
2c̃†nc̃n − 1

)
= i

L∑
n=1

ϵnb2n−1b2n. (17)

Assuming that U and W are canonical transformations we have
{
c̃†n, c̃m

}
= δn,m and

{c̃n, c̃m} = 0, ∀n,m = 1, . . . , L, together with {bn, bm} = 2δn,m, ∀n,m = 1, . . . , 2L. The

two sets of new operators are linked by

13
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b2n−1 = c̃n + c̃†n,

b2n = i
(
c̃†n − c̃n

)
.

(18)

The quadratic Bogoliubov-de Gennes Hamiltonian H, written in terms of fermionic op-

erators, can be diagonalized by Bogoliubov transformation, which is represented by the

matrix U . We can write c̃n as combination of the first set of operators cj by means of two

sets of functions un,j and vn,j :

c̃n =

L∑
i=1

(
u∗n,jcj + v∗n,jc

†
j

)

with
∑L

j=1

(
|un,j |2 + |vn,j |2

)
= 1, ∀n = 1, . . . , L. Thus we can write U † in the following

way:

U † =



u∗1,1 . . . u∗1,L v∗1,1 . . . v∗1,L
...

...
...

...

u∗L,1 . . . u∗L,L v∗L,1 . . . v∗L,L

v1,1 . . . v1,L u1,1 . . . u1,L
...

...
...

...

vL,1 . . . vL,L uL,1 . . . uL,L


.

From equations (16) and (18), we can write

W2n−1,2j−1 =
1

2

(
un,j + u∗n,j + vn,j + v∗n,j

)
,

W2n−1,2j =
i

2

(
−un,j + u∗n,j + vn,j − v∗n,j

)
,

W2n,2j−1 =
i

2

(
un,j − u∗n,j + vn,j − v∗n,j

)
,

W2n,2j =
1

2

(
un,j + u∗n,j − vn,j − v∗n,j

)
or, vice versa,

u∗n,j =
1

2
(W2n−1,2j−1 +W2n,2j + i (W2n,2j−1 −W2n−1,2j)) ,

v∗n,j =
1

2
(W2n−1,2j−1 −W2n,2j + i (W2n,2j−1 +W2n−1,2j)) .

Now using the Heisenberg equations, derived from eq. (17),

[H, b2n] = 2iϵnb2n−1,

[H, b2n−1] = −2iϵnb2n

expressing bn in terms of γj and using eq. (15), we can write

14
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ϵnW2n−1,2j−1 = 2
∑
i

W2n,iA2j−1,i

ϵnW2n−1,2j = 2
∑
i

W2n,iA2j,i

ϵnW2n,2j−1 = 2
∑
i

W2n−1,iAi,2j−1

ϵnW2n,2j = 2
∑
i

W2n−1,iAi,2j

More specifically, using eq. (14), we get the following Bogoliubov equations of the wave

functions for the extended Kitaev model:

ϵnW2n−1,2j−1 = −µW2n,2j +
∑
ℓ=1

[
wℓ + (∆ℓ − wℓ)W2n,2(j+ℓ) − (∆ℓ + wℓ)W2n,2(j−ℓ)

]
,

ϵnW2n−1,2j = µW2n,2j−1 +

r∑
ℓ=1

[
wℓ − (∆ℓ − wℓ)W2n,2(j−ℓ)−1 +(∆ℓ + wℓ)W2n,2(j+ℓ)−1

]
,

ϵnW2n,2j−1 = µW2n−1,2j +

r∑
ℓ=1

[
wℓ − (∆ℓ − wℓ)W2n−1,2(j+ℓ) +(∆ℓ + wℓ)W2n−1,2(j−ℓ)

]
,

ϵnW2n,2j = −µW2n−1,2j−1 +

r∑
ℓ=1

[
wℓ + (∆ℓ − wℓ)W2n−1,2(j−ℓ)−1 − (∆ℓ + wℓ)W2n−1,2(j+ℓ)−1

]
.

(19)

However, being W real, we must consider only u∗n,j = un,j and v
∗
n,j =

vn,j , therefore W2n,2j−1 =W2n−1,2j = 0, while, calling W2n−1,2j−1 the wave function ϕϵn,j

and W2n,2j the wave function ψϵn,j ,

ϕϵn,j ≡W2n−1,2j−1 = un,j + vn,j ,

ψϵn,j ≡W2n,2j = un,j − vn,j .

Thus, equations (19) reduce to:

r∑
ℓ=1

[(∆ℓ − wℓ)ϕϵn,j−ℓ − (∆ℓ + wℓ)ϕϵn,j+ℓ]− µϕϵn,j = ϵnψϵn,j ,

r∑
ℓ=1

[(∆ℓ − wℓ)ψϵn,j+ℓ − (∆ℓ + wℓ)ψϵn,j−ℓ]− µψϵn,j = ϵnϕϵn,j ,

(20)

which are the Bogoliubov-de Gennes equations and the r-neighbor generalization of equa-

tions (6).They are wave functions of the Majorana modes in the basis in which H is

diagonal, therefore they are eigenfunctions of the energy. That is, they are the wave func-

tions of quasi-particles created and destroyed by bj . If we find them decoupled at the ends,

we have the Bogoliubov quasi-particle c̃ delocalized in a superposition of states.
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2.3 Transfer matrix method

Still following Alecce and Dell’Anna, now we can define the transfer matrices.

Since we are interested in the zero energy states, we will consider the case where, for some

n, we have ϵn = 0.

In this case, the wave functions ϕo,j and ψo,j , related to zero energy, in eqs. (20) decouple

and we can solve the equations separately. Supposing ∆r + wr ̸= 0, these equations, for

ϵn = 0, can be written in the following form:


ϕo,j+r

...

ϕo,j−r+1

 = T


ϕo,j+r−1

...

ϕo,j−r

 ,


ψo,j−r

...

ψo,j+r−1

 = T


ψo,j−r+1

...

ψo,j+r

 (21)

after introducing the following transfer matrix:

T =



t1 · · · tr · · · t2r

1 0 · · · · · · 0

0 1 0 · · ·
...

... · · · . . .
. . . 0

0 · · · · · · 1 0


where

ti = −∆r−i + wr−i
∆r + wr

, for i = 1, . . . , r − 1

tr = − µ

∆r + wr
,

ti =
∆i−r − wi−r
∆r + wr

, for i = r + 1, . . . , 2r.

It is straightforward to notice that t1 = Tr(T ) =
∑2r

i=1 λi, is the trace of T , and t2r =

−Det(T ) = −Π2r
i=1λi, the determinant, where λi are the eigenvalues of T .

Using this approach, one can write the wave functions evaluated at some point from its

value at another point by applying several times the transfer matrix, namely applying T to

some power, say j, related to the space distance between the two points. What is relevant

is therefore T j , or, more conveniently, its diagonal form, so that T j can be written as

T j = SDjS−1 were S diagonalizes T
(
D = S−1TS

)
. The problem is reduced, therefore, to

finding the eigenvalues (D) and the eigenstates (S) of T . In order to find the eigenvalues,

one has to write the characteristic polynomial p2r(λ) of the 2r×2r matrix T , and find the

solutions of p2r(λ) = 0. One can easily prove that the polynomial p2r(λ) = Det(T − λ1)

is such that

p2r(λ) = λp2r−1(λ)− t2r

16
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and, therefore, by iteration, and making it equal to zero, one has to solve the following

eigenvalue equation

p2r(λ) = λ2r −
2r∑
i=1

tiλ
2r−i = 0 (22)

in order to find the 2r eigenvalues of T, λs with s = 1, . . . , 2r. One can easily check that

the corresponding eigenfunctions are v⃗s =
(
λ2rs , λ

2r−1
s , . . . , λs

)T
, which are the columns

composing the matrix S. In fact, the first row of T · v⃗s is:

λ2rs t1 + λ2r−1
s t2 ++λ2st2r−1 + λst2r =

= λs
(
λ2r−1
s t1 + λ2r−2

s t2 ++λst2r−1 + t2r
)
= (22)

= λ2r+1
s .

The subsequent components of the resulting vector are λ2rs , λ
2r−1
s , . . . , λ2s, thus T · v⃗s =(

λ2r+1
s , λ2rs , . . . , λ

2
s

)T
= λs · v⃗s.

Taking into account expression (21), we can notice that one can write the first vector as

a linear combination of the eigenvectors of T . In fact:
ϕo,j+r

...

ϕo,j−r+1

 = T


ϕo,j+r−1

...

ϕo,j−r

 = T
2r∑
s=1

cs


λ2rs
...

λ2rs

 =
2r∑
s=1

csλs


λ2rs
...

λ2rs

 .

In doing so, it is immediate to state that the first term is given by:

ϕ0,j+r =
2r∑
s=1

csλ
2r
s λs.

Because it is possible to rewrite also the vector (ϕ0,j+r+1, ·, ϕj−r+1)
T in terms of product

of a transform matrix T times the vector (ϕ0,j+r, . . . , ϕj−r+1)
T , thus having

ϕ0,j+r+1 =

2r∑
s=1

csλ
2r
s λ

2
s,

one can conclude that in general exist a constant x worth to define a quantities cϕs = cs ·λxs
such that:

ϕo,j =

2r∑
s=1

cϕsλ
j
s. (23)

Similarly, one can write a similar expression for the state ψ0, noticing that:
ψo,j−r

...

ψo,j+r−1

 = T


ψo,j−r+1

...

ψo,j+r


is equivalent to:

17
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(a) (b)

Figure 6: An example of two independent and normalized MZMs wave functions on the
left edge for r = 2, µ/w0 = 1, ∆/w0 = 1, computed through the transfer matrix method.
Plot (a) is calculated imposing ϕ0,1 = 0 and ϕ0,2 > 0; (b) with ϕ0,1 > 0 and ϕ0,2 = 0.


ψo,j−r+1

...

ψo,j+r

 = T−1


ψo,j−r

...

ψo,j+r−1

 .

In fact, being the eigenvalues of T−1 the reciprocals of the eigenvalues of T , it is immediate

that:

ψj+r =
2r∑
s=1

c′sλ
−2r
s λ−1

s

↓

ψj+r+1 =
2r∑
s=1

c′sλ
−2r
s λ−2

s ,

i.e., as the index at the foot of ϕ increases, the exponent applied to λs decreases. As

before, we can always define constant quantities cψs such that:

ψo,j =

2r∑
s=1

cψs λ
−j
s . (24)

Our aim is now to build the conditions to have the MZMs at every end. As we have

seen for the r = 1 case, MZMs are allowed only if, in the thermodynamic limit, the wave

function are normalizable. For example, if we are looking for MZMs on the left end of the

chain, that is localized around j = 0, encoded in the wave function ϕ0, we must have that

j → +∞ ⇒ |ϕ0,j | → 0 is necessary and sufficient condition. Being

|ϕ0,j | =

∣∣∣∣∣
2r∑
s=1

cϕsλ
j
s

∣∣∣∣∣ ≤
2r∑
s=1

∣∣∣cϕs ∣∣∣ · ∣∣λjs∣∣ , (25)

and being the coefficients cϕs independent on j, the simplest way to have |ϕ0,j | to be null as

18
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j → +∞ is to have all the |λs| less then 1. However, this is not the only solution, because a

part of the coefficients cϕs and cψs appearing in (23) and (24) can be fixed to 0 by imposing

open boundary conditions. This will be clearer if we call n<, n> and n= respectively the

number of λs such that |λs| < 1, |λs| > 1 and |λs| = 1. Then, let us suppose the majority

of |λs| are smaller than 1, that is n< > n> + n=. The open boundary conditions in the

thermodynamic limit would require that:

ϕo,0 = ϕo,−1 = · · · = ϕo,1−r = 0,

ψo,L+1 = ψo,L+2 = · · · = ψo,L+r = 0.

However, the initial conditions are the entire vectors (ϕr, ϕr−1, . . . , ϕ0, . . . , ϕ1−r)
T and

(ψL−r+1, ψL−r, . . . , ψL+1, . . . , ψL+r)
T , leaving us with other r− 1 free parameters per end

(one condition is used while imposing normalization). We can use these free parameters

to set to 0 the coefficients cϕs and cψs associated to the eigenvalues greater than or equal

to 1, having thus normalizable states, provided that these eigenvalues are less than r.

After this operation, we’ll be left with N = r − 1 − (n> + n=) degrees of freedom to

construct the wave functions. This means that we can construct N + 1 different linear

independent wave vectors at each edge, corresponding to N + 1 independent MZMs.

The situation is analogous and reversed if, instead, n> > n< + n=. In this case, we have

to impose the following boundary conditions:

ϕo,L+1 = ϕo,L+2 = · · · = ϕo,L+r = 0,

ψo,0 = ψo,−1 = · · · = ψo,1−r = 0,

verifying the existence of zero energy modes, which will be localized at the edges, ψo,j on

the left and ϕo,j on the right.

In both cases, we get at most N + 1 = r independent MZMs per edge (see, for example,

figure (6), consistently with the winding number analysis done before and the results (13).

We call this the eigenvalue criterion for the MZMs search.
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3 Let’s get dirty

Although the model treated so far is general, it is not sufficient to predict some peculiar

characteristics of the Majorana modes present in superconducting chains. In fact, in

systems of this type32 it is observed that a localization of the excitations is stronger than

what the pure theoretical models suggest33 34. The cause of this behavior is generally

traced back to the presence of disorder, a moderate amount of which has been stated35 36

to support the topological phase by narrowing the edge modes and pinning down quasi-

particles associated with the transition to a non-topological phase. The effects of disorder

on this kind of systems, such as the Kitaev chain and its extension, are therefore of great

interest.

This section is devoted to the study of these effects. So let’s get dirty and make some

mess!

3.1 Disordered Kitaev chain

To introduce disorder into our system we must consider a random perturbation that applies

to the Hamiltonian of the Kitaev chain. To do this, we consider2 a variable chemical

potential along the chain, the values of which are provided by a probability distribution,

which for now we leave undefined. Thus, the equation 1 becomes:

H = −
L∑
j=1

µj

(
c†jcj − 1/2

)
+

L∑
j=1

(
−wc†jcj+1 +∆cjcj+1 + h.c.

)
.

The randomness of the chemical potential µj moves directly into the definition of the

transfer matrices (7), which now become a very powerful tool to investigate the effects of

the disorder on the domain of the topological phase and on the presence of MZMs. To

explain what has just been said, let’s show a first particular example, setting t ≡ ∆ =

w ̸= 0. We obtain the following transfer matrix, to be applied to the state (αn, αn−1)
T to

compute (αn+1, αn)
T :

An =

(
µn
2t 0

1 0

)
,

(
αn+1

αn

)
= An

(
αn

αn−1

)
.

As we know, if α represents left-end excitation, in order to have a MZM, this wave function

should converge to 0 (in modulus) as n→ ∞. Applying the transfer matrix repeatedly:(
αn+1

αn

)
=

n∏
j=1

Aj

(
α1

α0

)
=

( ∏n
j=1

µj
2t 0∏n−1

j=1
µj
2t 0

)(
α1

α0

)
≡ Ãn

(
α1

α0

)
,

meaning that:

αn+1 = α1

n∏
j=1

µj
2t
.
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α1 is determined by the normalization condition and the behavior of αn+1 is linear with

that of the product, which, upon careful glance, can be seen to be equal in absolute value

to the absolute value of the only non-zero eigenvalue of the total transfer matrix:

|λ| =
n∏
j=1

∣∣∣µj
2t

∣∣∣ , (26)

meaning that the eigenvalue criterion, which we defined and studied in the previous chap-

ter, is still valid.

Let’s now rewrite the previous equation in absolute value:

|α1|
n∏
j=1

∣∣∣µj
2t

∣∣∣ = |α1| exp

 n∑
j=1

log
∣∣∣ µ
2 t

∣∣∣
 = |α1| en<log| µ

2 t |>. (27)

In the thermodynamic limit, the topological phase is determined by the behaviour of the

mean logarithm < log
∣∣ µ
2 t

∣∣ >: if it is negative, the eigenvalue will converge to 0 and the

MZM is allowed; otherwise, the eigenvalue will be ≥ 1 and the phase will be trivial. This

means that we can get a phase transition curve if we impose < log
∣∣ µ
2 t

∣∣ >= 0.

For each probability distribution, this equation can be solved, a particularly simple job if

we consider, by way of example, that the chemical potentials are randomized according to

a box distribution. In fact, in this case the condition is:

1

2 δµ

∫ µ+δµ

µ−δµ
dµ′ log

∣∣∣∣ µ′2 t
∣∣∣∣ =

t

δµ

[
µ+ δµ
2 t

(
log

∣∣∣∣µ+ δµ
2 t

∣∣∣∣− 1

)
− µ− δµ

2 t

(
log

∣∣∣∣µ− δµ
2 t

∣∣∣∣− 1

)]
= 0.

By imposing it to be zero, we find an analytical formula for calculating the critical

chemical potential µ∗, which is plotted in figure 7 for positive chemical potential (the plot

is just horizontally mirrored for the negative ones).

The aforementioned image undoubtedly shows a peculiar behavior of the response

of this system to the presence of disorder. In fact it is evident that, as the disorder

increases, the topological phase also extends to previously forbidden chemical potentials,

until the disorder reaches a critical value beyond which it prevails over the system and

the presence of MZMs is inhibited for each potential.

It is possible to reproduce what has been done so far for the particular case in which

we have set ourselves, also for a different choice of parameters, as we show in figure 8.

However, in attempting it, one is faced with a problem. In fact, the eigenvalue criterion

applies only if all the |αn+1| have the same linear dependence on the related eigenvalues

λn,± of Ãn:
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(a) (b)

Figure 7: These curves show the separation of phases for the disordered Kitaev chain with
∆ = w with the disorder coming from (a) a normal distribution and (b) a box distribution.
Below this curves, the eigenvalues of the transfer matrix are both less than 1, therefore
the phase is topological with an MZM. Above, an eigenvalue becomes greater than 1 and
therefore, according to the eigenvalue criterion, the phase is trivial, i.e. without MZM. In
the images, the disorder is expressed in terms of the standard deviation of the distribution
σ = δµ/

√
3.

Figure 8: The figure shows several critical curves for the Kitaev chain as the parameters
w and ∆ vary, calculated through the transfer matrix method, this time by extracting
the random chemical potentials from a Gaussian distribution. On the numerical methods
used for this and other graphs, see Appendix A.2.
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(
αn+1

αn

)
= Ãn

(
α1

α0

)
= Ãn

[(
vn,1

vn,0

)
+

(
un,1

un,0

)]
= λn,+

(
vn,1

vn,0

)
+λn,−

(
un,1

un,0

)
.

un and vn are eigenvectors of Ãn. In general, these vectors are different for different values

of n, since the transfer matrices are not all the same (Ãn ̸= An1 ), due to the randomness of

the chemical potential. Our purpose is now to make a point, so let’s take, for simplicity,

un,1 = 0.

|αn+1| = |λn,+vn,1| ⇒
∑
n

|αn+1| =
∑
n

|λn,+vn,1| .

This sum must be normalizable. A necessary condition is then |λn,+vn,1| < 1, which is

quite different from the one deriving from eq. (25), because involving also the eigenvector

entry vn,1. However, the thermodynamic limit comes to our rescue and thanks to it we

can recover a criterion that requires only the study of the eigenvalues. Let’s take in

consideration Ãn as a product of infinite transfer matrices. We can separate this product

into sub-products, say k < n sub-products, each involving a vary large number of matrices

and the same number of matrices. Within the thermodynamic limit, all these products

will converge, as a matter of self-averaging, to the same quantity, that is:

Ãn = An ·An−1 · . . . ·A2 ·A1 = Bk ·Bk−1 · . . . ·B2 ·B1 → Bk.

The B matrices obviously all have the same eigenvalues λB,±, again allowing us to rewrite

the wave function in terms of the powers of these eigenvalues by means of a coefficient

independent by n:

|αn+1| = const ·
∣∣∣λkB∣∣∣ = const · |λBk | = const ·

∣∣∣λÃn

∣∣∣⇒∑
n

|αn+1| = const
∑
k

|λB|k .

Thus the eigenvalue criterion applies again: the wave function is normalizable if and only

if the eigenvalues of matrices B, and, therefore, the eigenvalues of Ãn, are less than 1.

This result is generalizable to the extended Kitaev chain and the criterion can again be

applied in the same modalities as expressed in section 2.3.

3.2 Disordered extended Kitaev chain

Applying disorder to the extended system translates into a Hamiltonian and a transfer

matrix of the kind:

H = −
L∑
j=1

µj

(
c†jcj −

1

2

)
+

r∑
ℓ=1

L−ℓ∑
j=1

(
−wℓc†jcj+ℓ +∆ℓcjcj+ℓ + h.c.

)
, (28)
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Tn =



t1 · · · tr,n · · · t2r

1 0 · · · · · · 0

0 1 0 · · ·
...

... · · · . . .
. . . 0

0 · · · · · · 1 0


(29)

where

ti = −∆r−i + wr−i
∆r + wr

, for i = 1, . . . , r − 1

tr,n = − µn
∆r + wr

,

ti =
∆i−r − wi−r
∆r + wr

, for i = r + 1, . . . , 2r.

It is our purpose to investigate this system from many possible points of view. Now, it

may therefore be essential to specify what kind of position dependence we expect from

the parameters wℓ and ∆ℓ in the non-homogeneous case. The most sensible option is to

consider, as ℓ increases, a decrease in the intensity of these parameters, i.e. a reduction

in the probability that there can be an exchange between two fermions, in the case of

the hopping, or that a pair of fermions can leave the system or enter it, in the case of

superconducting pairing. Therefore we assume an exponential decay of the form:

wℓ = w0d
−α
ℓ , ∆ℓ = ∆d−βℓ , (30)

which couples the lattice site j with the site (j + ℓ). The hopping parameter wℓ can

acquire a phase, wℓe
iφℓ , with φℓ, w0, ∆ real values, in the case of broken time-reversal

symmetry (see Appendix A.1.1). The exponents α and β characterize the rate of decay

for the parameters if they are assumed not negative. For α → ∞ and β → ∞, one

recovers the standard short-range Kitaev model. For α, β = 0, the homogeneous condition

is defined.

The index ℓ runs over the neighbor sites and dℓ is dℓ = min(ℓ, L− ℓ) for closed boundary

conditions and dℓ = ℓ for open boundary conditions. For our purposes, we will assume

open boundary condition and that time-reversal symmetry is preserved.

When using the transfer matrix method on this system, we come across very complicated

calculations (in the next chapter we will give an idea with an example). The use of

numerical calculus is therefore essential. In particular, the results that will be discussed

in this section were obtained through python. For the problems that have arisen and the

methods used to solve them, we refer to Appendix A.2.

One of the first and more important question one can do is about the extension of

the topological order with respect to the Kitaev chain. As one can see from image
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Figure 9: Critical curves for positive potentials and for different values of r for homoge-
neous a chain long L = 500 sites, with w = ∆ and α = β = 0. The curves are noisy due
to the propagation of randomness on chains that are not actually infinite. By doing the
calculations with longer chains, the noise should be mitigated. However, the shape of the
topological phase is distinguishable.

9, as r increases, that is the range of extension of the pairing parameters in the

equation (28), the total topological phase extends, both in terms of critical potentials,

and as regards the maximum disorder and the topological order can support. In fact,

larger topological domains are defined which incorporate those relating to smaller r values.

The considerations made up to now are valid for the overall topological phase, and the

critical curves are found by imposing that all the degrees of freedom of the system are

used, i.e. that the number of eigenvalues of the product transfer matrix which are, in

absolute value, simultaneously greater ( or less) or equal to 1, i.e. that lead to divergences

and must be eliminated using the free parameters, is r − 1, so N = 0 and there is

just N + 1 = 1 MZM (cfr. section 2.3). However, by allowing the system to have a

greater number of free parameters N , it is possible to distinguish the topological phases

characterized by different numbers of MZM. We report this type of phase diagram first

for an example with r = 2 in figure 10. Here, the two different topological phases are

distinguished: one with two MZM, which cannot go much beyond the domain defined by

(13) (which we recognize for σ = 0) and dies at a relatively low value of the disorder; the

other has an MZM and is indeed extremely resistant to disorder, which allows Majorana

particles to survive even for previously forbidden chemical potentials.

This exact same work can be performed, by way of example, also for values of r greater

than 2. We therefore report in figure 11 the phase diagrams obtained, by way of example,

by setting r = 3 and r = 5. From these figures we observe that even for negative chemical

potentials the topological domain expands more and more, assuming on the whole a
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(a) (b)

Figure 10: The graphs shown above represent the topological domain for r = 2 and
choosing ∆ = w0 as parameters. Figure (b) is a detail for positive chemical potentials of
figure (a), which also includes negative potentials. In yellow the is represented the phase
with two MZMs, in blue the phase with one.

peculiar ”Latin America” shape. Furthermore, despite the fact that the topological order

is increasingly fragmented by an increasing number of distinct phases, the phase with

a MZM is always undoubtedly preponderant for most of the values of disorder, con-

stituting the real conquest front of the topological order at the expense of the trivial phase.

Now we want to study the non-homogeneous system, that is the one with the exponent α

and β figuring in equation (30) different from zero. We said before that in the limit that

these exponent go to infinity, the system become the r = 1 Kitaev chain, whose topological

phase is less extensive. So we expect that, as these parameters increase, the topological

phase will shrink, tending to the one we have for r = 1. These assumptions are verified,

as one can see from figure 12: as the exponents increase, the phase with two MZMs will

shrinks and disappears at α, β = 1 (see images (b) and (c) with exponents 0.8 and 0.9,

respectively). The phase with one MZM at the beginning reduces too, but, for α, β > 1,

it widens again progressively (images (d), (e)) tending to the limit case of figure (f), that

is the phase diagram of the Kitaev chain for r = 1.
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(a) (b)

(c)

(d) (e)

Figure 11: (a) and (b): phase diagrams for r = 3. (d) and (e): phase diagrams for r = 5.
(c): phase diagram for r = 3 and α = β = 0.1.
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

(e) (f)

Figure 12: These phase diagrams are obtained also for a chain of length L = 500 and for
∆ℓ = wℓ ∀ℓ. Diagram (a) has been done for α = β = 0.5. If confronted with diagram
(b) in figure 10, it is evident that the topological area is reduced with respect to the case
with null exponents. In particular, we can state the reduction of the critical potential for
σ = 0. From figure (b) to figure (e) we are increasing the exponents up to α = β = 5.
Figure (f) is the r = 1 phase diagram. The normalization of the variables is done with
respect to w = w0.
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4 A quick calculation: r=2 disordered EKC

In the following, we will try to give analytical legitimacy, at least for small disturbances,

to the simulations of the previous chapter. To do this, we will still use the transfer matrix

method and we will deal with a simplifying case, that is the one, already treated previously

for the Kitaev chain at r = 1 (see section 3.1) of equality of the parameters w and ∆.

Furthermore, we will assume that these are homogeneous along the whole chain.

The homogeneous r = 2 transfer matrix (29) is:

Ti =


−1 − µi

∆+ω
∆−ω
∆+ω

∆−ω
∆+ω

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

 .

Applying the condition t ≡ w = ∆:

Ti =


−1 −µi

2t 0 0

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

 .

Matrix multiplication works as follows:

T2 · T1 =


1− µ2

2t −µ1
2t 0 0

−1 −µ1
2t 0 0

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0


...

n∏
i=1

Ti =


Tn11 Tn12 0 0

Tn−1
11 Tn−1

12 0 0

Tn−2
11 Tn−2

12 0 0

Tn−3
11 Tn−3

12 0 0

 ≡ Tn,

where we defined as Tn the product of transfer matrices (NB: it’s not an exponentiation).

We can then consider the division into blocks of the matrices:

Ti =

(
Ai 0(2)

σx+iσy
2

σx−iσy
2

)

Tn =

(
Ãn 0(2)

Ãn−2 0(2)

)
, with 0(2) ≡

(
0 0

0 0

)
.

From the block properties of these matrices we can infer that:
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Ãn =

(
Tn11 Tn12

Tn−1
11 Tn−1

12

)
≡

(
a b

c d

)
=

n∏
i=1

Ai =

n∏
i=1

(
−1 −µi

2t

1 0

)
It is easy to observe that the determinant of Tn is 0 and two eigenvalues of its are 0 too.

The other two eigenvalues are fully determined by the characteristic polynomial of Ãn:

pÃn
=

∣∣∣∣∣ a− λ b

c d− λ

∣∣∣∣∣ = 0 ⇒ (a− λ)(d− λ)− bc = 0

⇒ λ± =
1

2

[
(a+ d)±

√
(a+ d)2 − 4(ad− bc))

]
.

(31)

Where

ad− bc = det

(
a b

c c

)
=

n∏
i=1

det

(
−1 −µi

2i

1 0

)
=

n∏
i=1

µi
2t
. (32)

Since two eigenvalues of Tn are null and therefore less than 1, to have topological order

it is necessary that at least one other eigenvalue among those appearing in the equation

(31) is, in absolute value, less than 1 too.

Then, we can notice that the absolute value value of the determinant is exactly the eigen-

value of the r = 1 case under the same choice of parameters, which we have seen in eq.

(26), and we yet know how to evaluate it, depending on the probability distribution.

Moreover, the trace of matrix Ãn can be written as:

a+ d =

(−1)n

{
1 +

n∑
i=2

mi +
n∑

i1=4

i1−2∑
i2=2

mi1mi2 +
n∑

i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 + . . .

+
n∑

i1=2ν

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−2

. . .

iν−1−2∑
iν=2

mi1mi2 . . .miν

+m1

[
1 +

n−1∑
i=3

mi +

n−1∑
ii=5

i1−2∑
i2=3

mi1mi2 +

n−1∑
i1=7

i1−2∑
i2=5

i2−2∑
i3=3

mi1mi2mi3 + . . .

+

n−1∑
i1=2ν−1

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−3

. . .

iν−2−2∑
iν−1=3

mi1mi2 . . .miν−1

]}
,

being mi ≡ −µi
2t

and ν ≡

 n
2 for n even,

n−1
2 for n odd.

(33)

A formal derivation of this formula is presented in Appendix A.3.

Before going on with the disordered analysis, it is convenient to verify that this method

recovers, in the absence of disorder, the known result on the domain of the topological
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phase that we find in equations (13). The first section will be devoted to this task.

4.1 Non-disordered w = ∆

Now let’s try to derive the well-known domain of the topological phase:

−4t < µ < 2t,

in the case of absence of disorder σ = 0:

µi = µj = µ ∀i, j

ad− bc =
( µ
2t

)n
= (−m)n with

m = mi = mj

(34)

In general:

(−1)n(a+ d) =

= 1 + (n− 1)m+m2
n∑

i1=n

(i1 − 2− 1) + . . . (a) {ν + 1 terms}

+m

[
1 + (n− 3)m+m2

n−1∑
i1=5

(i1 − 4) + · · ·

]
(b) {ν terms} .

The first term of the raw (a) is:

m2
n∑
i=4

(i− 3) = m2 (n− 2)!

(n− 4)!2!
.

The next term in the same raw is:

n∑
i=6

i1−2∑
i=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

m3 = m3 (n− 3)!

(n− 6)!3!
.

In general we will have:

n∑
i=2k

i1−2∑
i2=2k−2

· · ·
ik−1−2∑
ik=2

mk = mk · (n− k)!

(n− 2k)!k!
= mk

(
n− k

k

)
and:

(a) =

ν∑
k=0

mk

(
n− k

k

)
.

Doing the same for the second raw, one has:
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(b) =
ν−1∑
k=0

mk+1

(
n− 2− k

k

)
=

ν∑
k=1

mk

(
n− k − 1

k − 1

)
.

Thus we have:

a+ d = (−1)n

1 +

n
2
mk∑
n=1

[(
n− k

n

)
+

(
n− k − 1

k − 1

)] ,

where

(
n− k

k

)
+

(
n− k − 1

k − 1

)
=

(n− k)!

(n− 2k)!k!
+

(n− k − 1)!

(n− 2k)!(k − 1)!
=

=
(n− k)! + (n− k − 1)! · k

(n− 2k)!k!
=

(n− k − 1)!

(n− 2k)!k!
[n− k + k] =

= n
(n− k − 1)!

(h− 2k)!k!
=

(
n

n− k

)
· (n− k)!

(n− 2k)!k!
=

=
n

n− k
·
(
n− k

k

)
⇒ a+ d = (−1)n

[
1 +

ν∑
k=1

nmk

n− k

(
n− k

k

)]
.

Moreover, we notice that, if k = 0 were admitted:

nm0

n

(
n

0

)
=
n

n
= 1

⇒ a+ d = (−1)n
ν∑
k=0

nmk

n− k

(
n− k

k

)
,

or, equivalently:

(a+ d)σ=0 =
ν∑
k=0

n

n− k

( µ
2t

)k
(−1)n+k

(
n− k

k

)
.

We can manipulate it further:

= (−1)n
ν∑
k=0

(−1)k
n

h− k

(n− k)!

(n− 2k)!k!
· 2−2k · (4µ̃)k

(
µ̃ ≡ µ

2t

)
= (−1)n

ν∑
k=0

(−1)kn · (n− k − 1)! · 1

(n− 2k)!k!
2−2k(4µ̃)k =

= (−1)n
ν∑
k=0

(−1)k
n!

(n− 1)(n− 2) · · · (n− k)
· 1

(n− 2k)!k!
2−2k(4µ̃)k = (∗),

where
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n!

(n− 2k)!
= n(n− 1)(n− 2) . . . (n− 2k + 1) =

= 22k
n

2

(
n− 1

2

)(
n− 2

2

)
· · ·
(
n+ 2

2
− k

)(
n+ 1

2
− k

)
=

= 22k
[
n

2

(
n− 2

2

)(
n− 4

2

)
−
(
n+ 2

2
− k

)]
·
[(

n− 1

2

)
− · · ·

(
n+ 1

2
− k

)]
=

= (−1)2k22k
[
−n
2

(
−n− 2

2

)
· · ·
(
−n+ 2

2
+ k

)][(
−n− 1

2

)
· · ·
(
−n+ 1

2
+ k

)]
⇒

⇒ (∗) =

= (−1)n
ν∑
k=0

(−1)k
[
−n

2

(
−n−2

2

)
· · ·
(
−n+2

2 + k
)] [(

−n−1
2

)
· · ·
(
−n+1

2 + k
)]

(n− 1) · · · (n− k) · k!
(4µ̃)k.

We can notice that the argument of this sum is always null for

k ⩾
n+ 2

2
=
n

2
+ 1 ⇒ k1, max =

n

2

k ⩾
n+ 1

2
=
n

2
+

1

2
⇒ k2, max =

n− 1

2
.

Depending on the parity of n, beyond these values of k one of the two terms in square

brackets will be null. Therefore we can run the sum to infinity with impunity.

(a+ d)σ=0 = (−1)n
∞∑
k=0

[
−n

2 · · ·
(
−n+2

2 + k
)] [(

−n−1
2

)
· · ·
(
−n+1

2 + k
)]

(−n+ 1)− · · · (−n+ k) · k!
(4µ̃)k.

In this expression, we can recognize a hypergeometric function:

2F1(ã, b; c; z) =

∞∑
k=0

(ã)k(b)k
(c)k

zk

k!

with (q)k =

1 k = 0

q(q + 1) · · · (q + k − 1) k > 0

and ã = −n
2
, b = −n− 1

2
, c = −n+ 1, z = 4µ̃ = 4

µ

2t
.

Thus, ultimately, we define:

(a+ d)σ=0 = (−1)n2F1

(
−n
2
,−n− 1

2
,−n+ 1, 4

µ

2t

)
=: 2fn(µ, σ)

∣∣∣
σ=0

.

From eq. (31), after applying the no-disorder condition (34) also to the determinant (32),

we have the expression for the eigenvalues:

|λ±|σ=0 =

∣∣∣∣fn(µ, 0)±√(fn(µ, 0))
2 −

( µ
2t

)n ∣∣∣∣ . (35)

As we said before, there is topological order if at least one of these quantities is less than
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1. We can see under what conditions this occurs when we consider the thermodynamic

limit. We first notice that (positive t):

∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n n→∞−−−→


0 for |µ| < 2t,

1 for |µ| = 2t,

+∞ for |µ| > 2t.

While, from taking the limit of the hypergeometric function, one can state that:

|fn(µ, 0)|
n→∞−−−→

0 ∀ µ > 0,

+∞ ∀ µ < 0,

while in the limit for µ → 0, fn(µ, 0) is always 1 ∀n. This means that for positive values

of µ:

|λ±|(σ=0, µ>0)
n→∞−−−→


0 for µ < 2t,

1 for µ = 2t,

+∞ for µ > 2t,

i.e. the two eigenvalues coincide. Instead, for µ→ 0, one eigenvalue is always ±2 and the

other one is 0, and for negative values we can have:

|λ±|(σ=0, µ<0)
n→∞−−−→ |fn(µ, 0)± |fn(µ, 0)|| = |fn(µ, 0)± fn(µ, 0)| ,

i.e. one eigenvalue is null, the other one diverges. This is certainly true until µ/t < −2.

Below this value, (µ/(2t))n is no longer null and we can expect that, beyond a certain

value, the power under the root in eq. (35) is decisive and also causes the initially null

eigenvalue to diverge. This happens when:
∣∣∣∣|fn(µ, 0)| −√(fn(µ, 0))

2 −
( µ
2t

)n ∣∣∣∣ ≥ 1,

µ < 0.

To proceed with the calculation we must distinguish between even and odd values of n.

In fact, if n is odd, the system above is satisfied if:

∣∣∣∣|fn(µ, 0)| −√(fn(µ, 0))
2 +

∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n∣∣∣∣ ≥ 1 ⇐⇒ |fn(µ, 0)| −
√
(fn(µ, 0))

2 +
∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n ≤ −1,

which admits solutions for:

∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n ≥ 2 |fn(µ, 0)|+ 1 ∼ 2 |fn(µ, 0)| .

If n is even, if (µ/(2t))n is greater than (fn(µ, 0))
2, then we are dealing with complex
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Figure 13: Topological phases for the homogeneous r = 2 EKC with t = ∆ = w.

numbers. However, even in this case we can prove that the eigenvalue is greater than 1

even before this happens. Indeed:

∣∣∣∣|fn(µ, 0)| −√(fn(µ, 0))
2 −

∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n∣∣∣∣ ≥ 1 ⇐⇒ |fn(µ, 0)| −
√
(fn(µ, 0))

2 −
∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n ≥ 1,

which is solved for:

∣∣∣ µ
2t

∣∣∣n ≥ 2 |fn(µ, 0)| − 1 ∼ 2 |fn(µ, 0)| .

which is certainly less than the divergent quantity (fn(µ, 0))
2. In both cases we have

neglected a 1 to be subtracted or added, thus obtaining the same inequality, which is

numerically verified for µ
2t < −4.

In summary, so far we have seen that:

µ

t
≥ 2 ⇒ |λ±|(σ=0) ≥ 1 ⇒ NO MZMs

0 <
µ

t
< 2 ⇒ |λ±|(σ=0) = 0 ⇒ 2 MZMs

−4 <
µ

t
≤ 0 ⇒ |λ−|(σ=0) < 1, |λ+|(σ=0) = +∞ ⇒ 1 MZM

µ

t
≤ −4 ⇒ |λ±|(σ=0) = +∞ ⇒ NO MZMs.

These results, shown schematically in figure 13, are in agreement with the prevision of

(13).
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4.2 Introducing disorder

The existence of the MZM is determined by the conditions:

|λ±| ≡

∣∣∣∣∣∣fn(µ, σ)±
√√√√(fn(µ, σ))

2 −
n∏
i=1

µi
2t

∣∣∣∣∣∣ < 1, (36)

with the quantity fn(µ, σ) defined as:

fn(µ, σ) =

(−1)n

2

{
1 +

n∑
i=2

mi +
n∑

i1=4

i1−2∑
i2=2

mi1mi2 +

n∑
i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 + . . .

+

n∑
i1=2ν

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−2

. . .

iν−1−2∑
iν=2

mi1mi2 . . .miν

+m1

[
1 +

n−1∑
i=3

mi +
n−1∑
ii=5

i1−2∑
i2=3

mi1mi2 +
n−1∑
i1=7

i1−2∑
i2=5

i2−2∑
i3=3

mi1mi2mi3 + . . .

+
n−1∑

i1=2ν−1

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−3

. . .

iν−2−2∑
iν−1=3

mi1mi2 . . .miν−1

]}
,

being mi ≡ −µi
2t

and ν ≡

 n
2 for n even,

n−1
2 for n odd.

(37)

The condition applies as follows: if both values λ+ and λ− in equation (36) are less than

1, two MZM are found; if only one value is less than 1, then there is just one MZM; if

both values are 1 or greater than 1, the phase is trivial.

A first consideration that we can make concerns the minimum extension that we expect

the topological phase can have. In fact, in the formula (36) we recognize in
∏
µi/(2t) the

non-zero eigenvalue of the Kitaev chain for the same choice of parameters. The topological

phase of the latter system, illustrated in figure 7 (b), exists, as we have seen in eq. (27),

provided that en<log(µi
2t )> < 1. In the thermodynamic limit, depending on the sign of the

mean value of the logarithm, this quantity is zero below the critical curve and diverges

infinitely above. So, below the critical curve, eq. (36) becomes:

|λ±| = |fn(µ, σ)±| fn(µ, σ)|| = |fn(µ, σ)± fn(µ, σ)| ,

that is, one of the two eigenvalues is always zero. Hence the general topological phase

for r = 2 is at least coinciding with that for r = 1, and eventually even more extended.

This is certainly in agreement with the simulations seen in the previous chapter (see fig.
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9). If we want to know something more, such as how the phases of one or two MZMs are

arranged, it is worth doing a more in-depth study.

As we know, in absence of disorder, that is for σ = 0, the function (37) reduces to

a hypergeometric function which, in the thermodynamic limit, tends to 0 for positive

chemical potentials:

fn(µ, 0) =
(−1)n

2
2F1

(
−n
2
, −n− 1

2
, −n+ 1, 4

µ

2t

)
n→∞−−−→

0 ∀ µ > 0,

±∞ ∀ µ < 0.

The purpose of this section is to find the quantity gn(µ, σ) such that: fn(µ, σ) =
(−1)n

2

[
2F1

(
−n

2 , −
n−1
2 , −n+ 1, 4 µ

2t

)
− gn(µ, σ)

]
,

gn(µ, 0) = 0.

4.2.1 Moments of the distribution

We start studying how to write in a more simple way the quantity, figuring in (37),

1
↑

k=0

+
n∑
i=2

mi︸ ︷︷ ︸
k=1

+
n∑

i1=4

i1−2∑
i2=2

mi1mi2︸ ︷︷ ︸
k=2

+
n∑

i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3︸ ︷︷ ︸
k=3

+ . . .

+
n∑

i1=2ν

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−2

. . .

iν−1−2∑
iν=2

mi1mi2 . . .miν︸ ︷︷ ︸
k=ν

,

(38)

where k indicates the number of sums. It’s simpler to treat this problem studying

this terms separately. Our aim is to decouple the sums to obtain a function of the

moments of any probability distribution. Let’s start from k = 2 because the k = 0 and

k = 1 terms are not affected by disorder, being the first one a constant and the sec-

ond one the mean value multiplied by a constant, as we approach the thermodynamic limit.

k = 2

As we can graphically state seeing figure 14, we can write the term k = 2 as:

n∑
i1=4

i1−2∑
i2=2

mi1mi2 = 1/2

[
(

n∑
i=2

mi)
2 −

n∑
i=2

m2
i − 2

n−1∑
i=2

mimi+1

]
=

1

2

[
(n− 1)2M̃2

1 − (n− 1)M̃2

]
− (n− 2) < mimi+1 >,

(39)

where we used the notation < . . . > to indicate a correlator, and assumed the thermody-

namic limit in n to define, in general:
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Figure 14: Graphical representation of the term k = 2, which corresponds to one of the
two equivalent yellow parts. Every square corresponds to one term of the kind mi1mi2 ,
where i1 and i2 are the variables on the axes. The red-delimited area will then describe
the sum of all possible combinations of products mi1mi2 for i1 and i2 ∈ [2, n]. For the
significance of the other colours, see equation (39).

M̃k ≡
1

n− η + 1

n≫η∑
i=η ∈N

mk
i = < mk

i > .

We can already observe that for σ = 0 the quantities M̃k reduce to M̃k
1 . Defining the

moments of the distribution and rewriting the expression (39), we have:

Mk ≡ M̃k − M̃k
1 , (40)

1

2

[
(n− 1)2M̃2

1 − (n− 1)M̃2
1

]
− (n− 2) < mimi+1 > −1

2
(n− 1)M2.

Now we can suppose that the distribution is such that the stochastic determination of the

chemical potential associated to any fermionic site is independent from the potentials in

the other sites. This is a fair assumptions and simplify our lives, because the correlator

< mimi+1 > will reduce to M̃2
1 . Simplifying first the notation calling m ≡ M̃1, we write:

n∑
i1=4

i1−2∑
i2=2

mi1mi2 =
(n− 3)(n− 2)

2
m2︸ ︷︷ ︸

σ=0

− (n− 1)

2
M2︸ ︷︷ ︸

in gn(µ,σ)

.

It is immediate to notice that the second term of this expression, due to the definition of

Mk, will vanish for σ = 0, meanwhile the first one won’t be affected. Thus the second

term contributes to the definition of the quantity gn(µ, σ) we want to evaluate. In the

next, we will estimate the other contributions.
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k = 3

This term is too complicated to be treated graphically as the previous one. However, we

could use what we learned from k = 2 to imagine step by step what we should discard

from a 3-D cube of side n− 1 in order to obtain this term.

With this purpose, let’s also observe that, as in the k = 2 diagram we have two equivalent

areas corresponding to the k = 2 term and this is the reason why we have a factor 1/2, in

the same way we can expect from a hypothetical 3-D representation of the k = 3 term to

show 3! = 6 equivalent volumes. So write:

n∑
i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 =
1

3!

[
(

n∑
i=2

mi)
3 − . . .

]
.

The first thing we should subtract from the cube and which doesn’t appear in the term

k = 3 is the sum of the cubes:

n∑
i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 =
1

3!

[
(
n∑
i=2

mi)
3 −

n∑
i=2

m3
i − . . .

]
.

Then, we subtract all the terms with squares:
∑n

i=2mi
∑n

j=2m
2
j . However, we have to

avoid repetitions with the previous term imposing j ̸= i and we must consider the possible

permutations of the axes: we have 3 possibilities on the choice of mi and then just one

possibility on the choice of m2
j . Thus:

n∑
i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 =
1

3!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
3 −

n∑
i=2

m3
i − 3

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m2
j − . . .

 .
The only terms we are left to subtract are combinations of correlators, which, as we know,

are useless in the computation of gn(µ, σ), which is our aim.

n∑
i1=6

i1−2∑
i2=4

i2−2∑
i3=2

mi1mi2mi3 =
1

3!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
3 −

n∑
i=2

m3
i − 3

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m2
j− < correlators >

 .
Using again the notation developed in the section ??, the previous expression can be

rewritten as:

1

3!

[
(n− 1)3m3 − (n− 1)M̃3 − 3(n− 1)(n− 2)M̃1M̃2− < correlators >

]
=

= Cm3 −

[
(n− 1)

3!
M3 +m

(n− 1)(n− 2)

2
M2︸ ︷︷ ︸

in gn(µ,σ)

]
,

where C is a constant. Again, the second term would annihilate for σ = 0. We have just

found another contribution to gn(µ, σ).
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k = 4

For k = 4 we have:

n∑
i1=8

i1−2∑
i2=6

i2−2∑
i3=4

i3−2∑
i4=2

mi1mi2mi3mi4 =

=
1

4!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
4 −

n∑
i=2

m4
i − 4

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m3
j − 4 · 3

n∑
i=3

mi

∑
j<i

mj

n∑
k̸=i,j

m2
j − . . .

 .
We must pay attention to the term with three sums, where the second sum is performed

for j < i. This happens because, if we summed over all the js, then all the different terms

would have been counted two times, while we want to count each term one time and only

then take into account all the possible permutations with the coefficient 4 · 3. Of course,

we can rewrite
∑n

i=2mi
∑

j<imj = 1/2
∑n

i=2mi
∑n

j ̸=imj . The factor 1/2 could then be

seen as a way to ’un-permute’ the first two sums before ’re-permuting’ everything again.

1

4!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
4 −

n∑
i=2

m4
i − 4

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m3
j −

4 · 3
2

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

mj

n∑
k̸=i,j

m2
k− < corr. >

 .
We must now notice that the term with m2

i can be combined with another sum over m2
i .

This time, the coefficient will be number of combinations of 2 dinstinct elements out of 4.

Moreover, we must again ’un-permute’, because we are dealing again with two changeable

sums:

1

4!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
4 −

n∑
i=2

m4
i − 4

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m3
j −

4 · 3
2

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

mj

n∑
k̸=i,j

m2
k−

1

2

(
4

2

) n∑
i=2

m2
i

n∑
j ̸=i

m2
j− < corr. >=

= Cm4 − 1

4!

[
(n− 1)M̃4 + 4(n− 1)(n− 2)M̃1M̃3 +

4 · 3
2

(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)M̃2
1 M̃2+

1

2

(
4

2

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)M̃2

2

]
.

Higher k

For higher values of k we take into account other combinations of products of M̃k. For

example, for k = 5 we start from:
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1

5!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
5 −

n∑
i=2

m5
i − 5

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m4
j − . . .

 .
In subtracting the terms with m3

i we must notice that they can be combined with two

sums of mi or one of m2
i :

1

5!

( n∑
i=2

mi)
5 −

n∑
i=2

m5
i − 5

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m4
j−c1

n∑
i=3

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

mj

n∑
k ̸=i,j

m3
j − c2

n∑
i=2

m2
i

n∑
j ̸=i

m3
j . . .

 .
The coefficient c1 is just, as seen before, 5 · 4/2. The coefficient c2 is given by the com-

binations of 2 distinct elements out of 5. Completing with the other terms, we find the

expression for k = 5:

1

5!

[
(
n∑
i=2

mi)
5 −

n∑
i=2

m5
i − 5

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m4
j −

(
5

2

) n∑
i=2

m2
i

n∑
j ̸=i

m3
j −

5 · 4
2

n∑
i=3

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

mj

n∑
k̸=i,j

m3
j

−5 · 4 · 3
3!

n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

mj

n∑
k̸=i,j

mk

n∑
l ̸=i,j,k

m2
l −

5

2

(
4

2

) n∑
i=2

mi

n∑
j ̸=i

m2
j

n∑
k̸=i,j

m2
k− < corr. >

]
.

Terms affected by disorder (taken with positive sign):

1

5!

[
(n−1)M̃5+5(n−1)(n−2)M̃1M̃4+

(
5

2

)
(n−1)(n−2)M̃2M̃3+5·4(n−1)(n−2)(n−3)

M̃2
1

2
M̃3

+5 · 4 · 3(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)(n− 4)
M̃3

1

3!
M̃2 + 5

(
4

2

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)M̃1

M̃2
2

2

]
.

We can rewrite all the coefficients as binomial ones:

1

5!

[
(n− 1)M̃5 +

(
5

1

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)M̃1M̃4 +

(
5

2

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)M̃2M̃3+(

5

1

)(
4

1

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)

M̃2
1

2
M̃3 + +

(
5

1

)(
4

1

)(
3

1

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)(n− 4)

M̃3
1

3!
M̃2

+

(
5

1

)(
4

2

)
(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)M̃1

M̃2
2

2

]
.
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Then, for a generic k we will have a sum of terms of the form:

B

k !
· (n− 1)!

(n− γ − 1)!
· M̃

α1
1

α1!

M̃α2
2

α2!
· . . . ·

M̃αk
k

αk!
(41)

where:

γ =

k∑
i=1

αi.

The sum will run over every combination of {αi} such that the conditions:

k∑
i=1

i · αi = k, α1 ̸= k, (42)

are satisfied. Moreover, the coefficient B is given by products of binomial coefficients. For

example, for k = 15 and a term displaying:

M̃2
1 · M̃3

2 · M̃3 · M̃4,

the coefficient B is given by:

(
15

1

)(
14

1

)(
13

2

)(
11

2

)(
9

2

)(
7

3

)
=

15!

14!

14!

13!

13!

11! 2!

11!

9! 2!

9!

7! 2!

7!

4! 3!
=

15!

(1!)2(2!)3(3!)1(4!)1
=

=
k∏
p=1

k!

(p !)αp
.

With αp = 0 ∀ p > 4.

So, for the generic k we can rewrite the term (41) as:

(n− 1)!

(n− γ − 1)!

k∏
p=1

M̃
αp
p

αp! (p !)αp
, (43)

and the whole term is of the form:

Cmk −
∑

{αi}:(42)

(n− 1)!

(n− γ − 1)!

k∏
p=1

M̃
αp
p

αp! (p !)αp
. (44)

Remembering the definition (40) and using the Newton’s expansion of binomial, we can

write:

M̃
αp
p = (Mp +mp)αp =

αp∑
q=0

(
αp
q

)
M q
pm

αp−q.

Of the sum above, the only term which won’t vanish for σ = 0 is the one with q = 0. This

means that we found the contribution to gn(µ, σ) from every k:
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∑
{αi}:(42)

(n− 1)!

(n− γ − 1)!

k∏
p=1

1

(p !)αp

αp∑
q=1

M q
p mαp−q

(αp − q)! q !
. (45)

4.2.2 Same order approximation

We can try to evaluate the expression (43) taking into consideration, for each value of k,

only the biggest term, according to the factor:

(n− 1)!

(n− γ − 1)!
. (46)

This means that, for every k, we are looking for the smallest γ. In order to do so, we are

better to make another approximation, stating:

M̃y
x ∼ O(x+ y),

which means that we suppose that the order of every factor M̃y
x is given from the index and

the exponent. We can try to state in which limit this approximation holds, for example

using a box distribution:

M̃x =
1

2δ

∫ +δ

−δ
(m+ h)xdh =

1

2δ

∫ +δ

−δ

k∑
p=0

(
x

p

)
mx−phpdh =

1

2δ

x∑
p=0

(
x

p

)
mx−p

∫ +δ

−δ
hpdh =

x∑
p even

(
x

p

)
mx−p δp

p+ 1
.

If our approximation holds, this term will be of the same order of:

M̃x−y
x =

(
y∑

p even

(
y

p

)
my−p δp

p+ 1

)x−y
.

This can be true only if the leading order is, for every x, the one with p = 0, because this

is the only term in common to all the x. This term is the leading one if:

|m|x > |m|x−p |δ|p

p+ 1

(
x

p

)
∀p.

Using the Stirling’s approximation:

∣∣∣m
δ

∣∣∣p >

(
x

p

)
1

p+ 1
∼ 1

(p+ 1)
√
2π

√
x

(x− p)p

xx

(x− p)x−ppp
.

The rhs is maximized for p ∼ x/2, so, supposing m > δ (this will be consistent with the

conclusions), if we demonstrate this expression for this value, it will be always demon-

strated. Thus we obtain:
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∣∣∣m
δ

∣∣∣x2 >
1

x
2 + 1

√
2

πx
2x ⇒

∣∣∣m
4δ

∣∣∣x2 >
1

x
2 + 1

√
2

πx
.

Changing notation to m = − µ
2 t and |δ| = |δµ|

2 t :

⇒
∣∣∣∣ µ4δµ

∣∣∣∣x2 >
1

x
2 + 1

√
2

πx
.

In order to be the last expression valid for all the values of x, it is necessary that (for

positive values of µ and δµ) µ/(4δµ) > 1. Being, the rhs of the previous expression always

< 1, we have our condition:

δµ <
µ

4
⇒ σµ <

µ

4
√
3
. (47)

This is the domain within which our approximation is expected to work. Under this

condition, we have demonstrated that:

M̃x ∼ M̃x−y
y ∼ M̃ z

x−z.

So, from (42), it is:

M̃α1
1 · M̃α2

2 · . . . · M̃αk−1

k−1 · M̃αk
k ∼ M̃k.

If we suppose that all the αi are finite or very small if compared to n, we conclude that the

order of the term (43) is given by the factor (46). So, summing over all the combinations

of αi, we will just consider the greatest terms. This is simple, because for every value of

k, the value of γ which maximizes the factor (46) is γ = α1 + α2 with α1 = k − 2 (let’s

remember that it must be α1 ̸= k), and α2 = 1, setting all the other αi to zero. This

choice will, in fact, satisfy both the conditions in (42). So we can rewrite (43) as:

(n− 1)!

(n− k)!
· M̃2

2
· M̃k−2

1

(k − 2)!
=
n− 1

2
M̃2

(n− 2)!

[(n− 2)− (k − 2)]!(k − 2)!
M̃k−2

1 .

Summing over all the values of k and remembering that M̃k =Mk +mk and M̃1 = m, we

finally obtain:

n− 1

2
(m2 +M2)

∑ν

k=2

(
n− 2

k − 2

)
mk−2 =

n− 1

2
(m2 + σ2)

∑ν−2

k′=0

(
n− 2

k′

)
mk′ , (48)

with k′ = k−2. We are interested only on the part of this expression which will annihilate

in absence of disorder, that is for σ = 0. Moreover, we must find also the disorder-

dependent part associated to the second term appearing in (37):
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m1

[
1 +

n−1∑
i=3

mi +
n−1∑
ii=5

i1−2∑
i2=3

mi1mi2 +
n−1∑
i1=7

i1−2∑
i2=5

i2−2∑
i3=3

mi1mi2mi3 + . . .

+

n−1∑
i1=2ν−1

i1−2∑
i2=2ν−3

. . .

iν−2−2∑
iν−1=3

mi1mi2 . . .miν−1

]
.

Fortunately, it is almost identical to the first term. We can thus finally write:

gn(µ, σ) ∼
n− 1

2
σ2
∑ν−2

k=0

(
n− 2

k

)
mk + m1

n− 3

2
σ2
∑ν−3

k=0

(
n− 4

k

)
mk (49)

Being these two quantities almost identical, in the following we will again first work out

just the (48) and then extend the treatment to the second term.

4.2.3 Condition of convergence

In the expression (48), we can rewrite the binomial coefficient as:

(
n− 2

k

)
=

(
ν − 2

k

)
(n− 2)(n− 3) . . . (ν − 1)

(n− 2− k)(n− 3− k) . . . (ν − 1− k)

≈
(
ν − 2

k

)
(n− 2) . . . (n/2− 1)

(n− 2− k) . . . (n/2− 1− k)
,

where we assumed n even, that is ν = n/2 in order to simplify the notation from now

on. The case n odd can be treated identically with the difference that ν = (n− 1)/2. As

we now, the difference −1/2 between these two quantities won’t affect the result in the

thermodynamic limit. Going on, the quantity above is equal to:(
ν − 2

k

)∏n/2+1

x=2

(
n− x

n− x− k

)
=

(
ν − 2

k

)
exp

(∑n/2+1

x=2
log
( n− x

n− x− k

))
.

We can manipulate the exponent:

∑n/2+1

x=2
log
( n− x

n− x− k

)
=
∑n/2+1

x=2
log(n− x)−

∑n/2+1

x=2
log(n− x− k)

Let’s Taylor expand the second logarithm around k = 0:

log(n− x− k) = log(n− x)− 1

n− x
· k − 1

2

1

(n− x)2
· k2 − 1

3!

2

(n− x)3
k3 − . . . =

log(n− x)−
∞∑
a=1

1

a

(
k

n− x

)a
Being the maximum value of k and the minimum value of n− x:

kmax =
n

2
− 2, (n− x)min =

n

2
− 1,
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we can assume k/(n− x) < 1 and:

∞∑
a=1

1

a

(
k

n− x

)a
<

∞∑
a=1

(
k

n− x

)a
=

1

1− k
n−x

− 1 =
k

n− x− k
⇒

∑n/2+1

x=2
log
( n− x

n− x− k

)
< k

∑n/2+1

x=2

1

n− x− k
< k

∑n/2+1

x=2

1

n− x
=

k
[
ψ(n− 1)− ψ(n/2− 1)

]
,

where ψ(z) = Γ′(z)/Γ(z) is the logarithmic derivative of the gamma function. Taking the

thermodynamic limit for n→ ∞:

k
[
ψ(n− 1)− ψ(n/2− 1)

]
→ k log 2.

Going back to the coefficient, this means that:

(
n− 2

k

)
=

(
ν − 2

k

)
exp

(∑n/2+1

x=2
log
( n− x

n− x− k

))
<

(
ν − 2

k

)
ek log 2 =

(
ν − 2

k

)
2k.

And

n− 1

2
σ2
∑ν−2

k=0

(
n− 2

k

)
mk <

n− 1

2
σ2
∑ν−2

k=0

(
ν − 2

k

)
(2m)k =

n− 1

2
σ2(2m+ 1)ν−2,

which, in the thermodynamic limit, converges only if:

|2m+ 1| =
∣∣∣µ
t
− 1
∣∣∣ < 1 ⇒ 0 <

µ

t
< 2 (50)

and converges to 0. This means that, when both the conditions (47) and (50) are satisfied,

the disordered part of fn(µ, σ), that is gn(µ, σ), vanishes. Being the not-affected-by-

disorder part of fn(µ, σ) null for µ > 0, we find that the two eigenvalues coincide and

there are two MZM. These results are proven by the simulations, as can be seen by figure

15.
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Figure 15: The figure is a particular of the topological phases diagram 10 for the r = 2
extended Kitaev chain with ∆ = w = t. As in the aforementioned figure, blue dots
mark the topological phase with one MZM, yellow dots with two MZMs. The green line
corresponds to µ = 4

√
3σµ. Above this line, the condition (47) is satisfied. It is remarkable

that the topological phase with one MZM arises from and beyond this line.
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5 Conclusions

5.1 Overview

In this work we studied the effects of the disorder on the system known as the extended

Kitaev chain (EKC). In the first chapter the Kitaev chain was presented, the reasons

that led to its conception, that is the possibility of performing fault-tolerant quantum

computing, and its main properties. In the second chapter the EKC was introduced, which

differs from the original system in that the parametric coupling, both superconducting

and hopping, also extends to non-adjacent fermionic sites, and decays in the chain with

an exponential law.

In both chapters the problem of determining the domain of the topological order has been

formalized, i.e. under which choice of parameters the existence of the Majorana unpaired

zero energy modes is allowed, which are the essential ingredients for the aforementioned

application to quantum computation. Furthermore, the transfer matrix, deriving from

the Bogoliubov-de Gennes equations, was defined as a powerful means to obtain some

information about the system.

The same tool was the protagonist of chapter 3, in which we used it to set up simulations

regarding the topological phases of the EKC when adding disorder as an ingredient of

the system. These simulations support, in their modesty, the engineering perspectives of

the extended Kitaev chain for applications to quantum computation. In fact, it has been

observed that the presence of disorder, regardless of the number of neighbors involved in

the parametric coupling, not only does not compromise, within a certain threshold, the

presence of MZMs, but also broadens the conditions of existence defined in equations (13).

This may suggest that the inherent complexity of Nature beyond mathematical models

and noise, which generally acts in antagonism to applications where precision is needed,

could actually be aiding in the implementation of the much-desired fault-tolerant quantum

computing and in the development of the Kitaev chain, or of a system inspired by it, as a

topological qubit.

In the same chapter, moreover, we investigated the effects of the decay exponents of

the coupling parameters and we qualitatively observed that they play an important role

in the formation of the topological phases, noting that they tend to reduce them, even

suppressing the phases with more than one MZM, when are less than 1, a value where

the topological order reaches a minimum of extension. Beyond this point. the growth of

the exponents makes the topological phase tend to that of the original Kitaev chain in

disorderly conditions.

Finally, in the chapter 4, a calculation has been proposed for the analytic determination of

a part of the phase diagram for the homogeneous disordered EKC in the simplifying case

w = ∆. The calculation first of all ensures that, by using the transfer matrices, already

known results are obtained (see eq. (34)). Then, in the second part, some approximations

are exploited to show that, for small values of the disorder, the topological phase with
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two MZMs and its conditions of existence are preserved. In particular, we have exploited

the calculations considering a box distribution. This calculation helped us to partially

verify the reliability of the simulations made in the previous chapter. With this aim, we

hope that the calculation could also be extended to higher values of the disorder, with the

prospect of being able to analytically derive the entire topological phase with two MZMs.

5.2 Future perspectives

As already said previously, a natural continuation of the work here present can be to try

to develop the analytical calculation proposed in the chapter 4, in such a way as to recover

the dividing line between the two MZM phase and the other phases for higher values of

disorder, if not even the entire phase diagram of the r = 2 disordered homogeneous EKC

for w = ∆. Furthermore, we do not exclude that we can start from here to propose a

similar calculation for the same EKC but with r ≥ 3, that is, with coupling parameters

involving three neighbors or more.

In addition to this, a work consequent to that addressed in the chapter ref would concern

the development of other analytical and simulation methods to find new confirmation of

the results of the simulations presented by us, in such a way as to validate the method of

transfer matrices, in the modalities applied by us, as an efficient method for the study of

disordered EKCs.

If we want to talk about new frontiers in which this method can be applied, it would be

natural to continue to complicate the EKC trying to make it more and more likely as a

real system, for example considering both the disorder and the role of interactions37 38 39

between fermions, of which a study for the chain of Kitaev, i.e. for r = 1, has already

been addressed by Gergs, Fritz and Schuricht2.

It is in fact our supposition and hope that superconducting chains continue to resist

theoretical and experimental tests that attempt to refute the presence of MZMs and com-

promise their applicability to fault-tolerant quantum computing, so that, one day, they

can finally be developed and used for this task.
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A Appendices

A.1 Symmetries

A.1.1 Time reversal symmetry

Time reversal symmetry40 means invariance under the transformation t→ −t. In general,

if one want to know the time-evolution of a quantum-mechanical state, he needs to look

at the time-dependent Schrödinger equation.

−ℏ
i

∂ψ

∂t
= Hψ,

which is satisfied by a time-dependent wave function of the form

ψ(r, t) = e
−iHt

ℏ ψ(r, 0),

where exp[−iHt/ℏ] is the time evolution factor. The effect of time reversal t→ −t (which
we denote by the operator T ) on the wave function is that of complex conjugation ψ → ψ∗

so that

T ψ(r, t) = ψ(r,−t) = ψ∗(r, t).

Two important properties of the time reversal operator T̂ are:

a) Energy conservation: [T ,H] = 0. Because of energy conservation, the time reversal

operator T commutes with the Hamiltonian T H = HT . Since T commutes with

the Hamiltonian, eigenstates of the time reversal operator are also eigenstates of the

Hamiltonian.

b) Anti-linearity : T i = −i. From Schrödinger’s equation, it is seen that the reversal of

time corresponds to a change of i → −i, which implies that T i = −i. An operator is

called antilinear if its operation on a complex number yields the complex conjugate of the

number T a = a∗ rather than the number itself.

The time reversal operator applies to particle operators as follows:

T c†jT
−1 = c†j , T c†kT

−1 = c†−k.

From what we have seen so far, it can be deduced that, if we apply the time reversal

operator and its the energy conservation property to one-particle Hamiltonians such as

those of eqs. (1) and (12), thus having the form:
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H =
(
c†j1 . . . c†jL cj1 . . . cjL

)
H



cj1
...

cjL

c†j1
...

c†jL


,

we find T HT −1 = H; but H is a matrix made of scalars, so, from the anti-linearity

property on finds T HT −1 = H∗T T −1 = H∗, which gives the condition on H for time-

reversal symmetry:

H = H∗.

In order to have a time-reversal-symmetric system, the entries of H must be real. This

property is verified for all the Hamiltonians considered in this work.

Generally, in extending the Kitaev chain and defining the EKC, it is usual1 to consider first

Hamiltonians which do not present time-reversal symmetry, and therefore have complex

coefficients, of the type:

H = −
L∑
j=1

µ

(
c†jcj −

1

2

)
+

r∑
ℓ=1

L−ℓ∑
j=1

(
−wℓeiϕℓc†jcj+ℓ +∆ℓcjcj+ℓ + h.c.

)
,

of which, in fact, the one studied in eq. (12) is a special case for ϕ = 0.

A.1.2 Particle-hole symmetry

The physical meaning of this operation is to swap particles with holes, leaving space and

time variables unchanged. Therefore, we can define the particle-hole operator41 P through

Pc†jP
−1 = cj , Pc†kP

−1 = c−k,

where the transformation of the Fourier-transformed operator comes from the definition

in eq. (8).

One can show that P is antilinear too and that anticommutes with Hamiltonians H which

presents this symmetry:

PHP−1 = −H.

For example, one can verify it very easily applying the parity-hole transformation to

the Kitaev Hamiltonian H defined in equation (1). It is easy, remembering the anti-

commutation laws of fermionic operators, to see that the coefficients of the Hamiltonian,

and thus the Bogoliubov-de Gennes Hamiltonian H, change sign.

Because of the minus sign in the particle-hole symmetry, the spectrum of H must be

symmetric around zero energy in order to show particle-hole invariance.
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Figure 16: The periodic table of topological insulators.29

For completeness, we introduce the combined operator C = P ◦ T , the so-called chiral

symmetry operator. Necessarily, a chiral symmetry can only be present, if both of the

aforementioned symmetries are fulfilled or both are absent.

All the aforementioned symmetries are demonstrated42 29 to classify topological insulators

and superconductors in a periodic table, reported in figure 16. In the Altland-Zirnbauer

classification30, the EKC studied in eq. (12) falls in the BDI class for the one-dimensional

systems which presents all the three symmetries. The associated topological classification

is Z, which is the domain which the topological invariants of these systems belong to.

Indeed, the time reversal symmetry breaking system of the last paragraph, defined for

ϕ ̸= 0, belongs to the D class, corresponding to a Z2 topological classification: this means

that the topological invariant can only assume two values. In fact, for this kind of system

it is impossible19 to define the winding number (10).

A.2 Numerical methods

The transfer matrix method applied throughout the thesis bases its correctness mainly

on the self-averaging properties of very long chains. This made it possible to obtain,

with particular reference to the graphs of chapter 3, pretty defined simulations without

the need to mediate on different runs, thus giving the advantage of not having to specify

whether the disorder considered was quenched or not.

In observing the simulations, however, it can be seen that, as the disorder increases, the

boundary of the topological phase is blurred. This is due to the fact that the self-averaging

property, as well as the criterion for determining the number of MZMs based on the

convergence of the eigenvalues, theoretically require infinitely-long chains. Obviously, this

is impossible to deal with and the theory must come to terms with the practical needs

of simulations. In our calculations, for example, we considered chains of 500 fermionic

sites or more, where the number 500 was a good compromise between the need for short
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(a) (b)

Figure 17: Topological positive chemical potentials for r = 2, ∆ = w0 with (a) L = 1000
sites and a float precision of 300 decimal points; (b) L = 500 and 1000 decimal points.
Confronting these figures with figure 10 (b), it is evident that (a) is more defined and less
confused on the edge of the topological phase for high values of the disorder.

run times and the observability of fairly defined topological phase boundaries. With

this choice, however, for large disorders the boundaries of the topological phases are

sometimes confused. This problem can in fact be solved if we consider a greater number

of fermionic sites. An example of this is provided by figure 17 (a).

The simulations has been performed by using Python. Unfortunately, this programming

language and, in particular, its library for scientific calculations are not optimized for

performing operations between matrices. A multiplication of a few hundred matrices

generally leads to a fatal loss of precision, which results in false convergences to zero

and false divergences in the entries of the product matrices and their eigenvalues. To

solve this issue we used the mpmath 43 library, which is a free Python library for real

and complex floating-point arithmetic with arbitrary precision. In our simulations, we

generally worked with setting the float precision to 300 decimal places. This made it

possible not to lose precision in the calculations. It can be observed that increasing the

precision for the same length of the chain, the resolution and the domain of the topological

phase won’t change significantly (see fig. 17 (b)), giving out, one more time, better results.

The method applied to our simulations was to define the random transfer matrices for the

points of the plane (σ, µ) (normalized with respect to w0), multiply them, calculate the

eigenvalues and verify the criterion of existence of the MZMs. Depending on the number of

MZMs that existed, a color marker defined for the different topological phases was plotted

at the point of the plane under investigation.

A.3 Formal derivation of eq. (33)

We define the transfer matrix
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Ai =

(
−1 µi

2w

1 0

)

Let’s consider Ãn = AnAn−1 · · ·A2A1, then we want to calculate it’s trace. We define

ai =
µi
2w . There is the multiplication law

A2A1 = diag (a2, a1)−A1,

where diag (a2, a1) is the diagonal matrix with elements a2 and a1. We consider the

product AnAn−1 · · ·A2A1, for n even. By using the multiplication law, we get:

AnAn−1 · · ·A2A1 = dn,1 −Andn−1,1 −An−1dn−2,1 − · · · −A3d2,1 −A1,

where d2,1 = diag (a2, a1) , d3,1 = diag (a3, a1) , d4,1 = diag (a4, a1) +

diag (a4, a3) diag (a2, a1) and so on. In general di,1 is the diagonal matrix obtained by sum-

ming all the products of the form diag (ai, aik) diag
(
aik−1, aik−1

)
· · · diag (ai1−1, a1) where

ij > ij−1 + 1 and i1 > 2. We aim to calculate the eigenvalues of Ãn = AnAn−1 · · ·A2A1.

The trace is

Tr
(
Ãn

)
= Tr (dn,1)− Tr (Andn−1,1)− Tr (An−1dn−2,1)− · · · − Tr (A3d2,1)− Tr (A1) .

We have that Tr (Ai diag(c, d)) = −c, thus we get

Tr
(
Ãn

)
= Tr (dn,1) + d1n−1,1 + d1n−2,1 + · · ·+ d12,1 + 1,

where d1 is the element (1, 1) of the diagonal matrix d. In particular

d1i,1 =
∑
l

ã1i,l,

where ã1i,l are all the products of the upper endpoints of the noncrossing partitions

of (ai, ai−1, · · · , a1) with at least two elements, e.g., the noncrossing partitions of

(a5, a4, a3, a2, a1) are (a5, a4, a3, a2, a1) , (a5, a4)∪(a3, a2, a1) and (a5, a4, a3)∪(a2, a1), then

d15,1 = a5 + a5a3 + a5a2. We get the relation

d1i,1 = ai
(
1 + d1i−2,1 + d1i−3,1 + · · ·+ d12,1

)
.

By defining ã2i,l as all the products of the lower endpoints, we get

d2i,1 =
∑
l

ã2i,l

and

Tr (di,1) = d1i,1 + d2i,1.
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The trace is

Tr
(
Ãn

)
= 1 +

n∑
i=1

ai +

n∑
j=4

j−2∑
i=2

ajai + a1

n−1∑
i=3

ai + · · · ,

where we have omitted products with more than two terms. Replacing ai with −mi, one

gets eq. (33).
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