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have focused on Yugoslavia’s 

Community’s growing external role and how it intersect with Albania’s path 

how the EEC’s transformation from 

Europe’s most isolated regimes. On the , Albania’s gradual liberalization and 

eventual collapse reveal the Community’s ability to act as a regional stabilizer in post

Existing studies on EEC external relations have examined the EEC’s global role as a 



relations. As far as Albania’s historiography in the Cold War is concerned, historians 

People’s Republic of China. Western European partners' relations, on the other hand, 

Notably, no publication has been produced on Albania’s 



Albania’s transition and the development of the EU’s external mechanisms. The 



1997, the relevant holdings include the Banque Européenne d’Investissement (BEI), 



socialist allies. This divergence not only shaped Albania’s absence from the 

Community’s external policy agenda but also reinforced its position as one of the most 

system, dominated by the United States and the Soviet Union, limited the Community’s 

the Community. This was the outcome of Albania’s geographic position, Hoxha’s 

The chapter examines this dynamic in three main parts. First, it sets the EEC’s external 

the limitations imposed by superpower rivalry. Second, it analyses Albania’s 



understanding Albania’s delayed and difficult path toward European integration in the 

The EEC’s expanding role as a global actor

both a peace initiative and a Cold War manoeuvre in which Europe was “

”

N. Piers Ludlow, “The History of the EC and the Cold War: Influenced and Influential, but Rarely 

Center Stage”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran K. Patel and Federico Romero (eds.), Europe’s cold war relations: 



Europe would be a stronger front against communism, as well as “

communist expansion could be shared”

Yet, despite this institutional progress, during the initial years the EEC was “

”

competences and mechanisms necessary to conduct a unified foreign policy with “

”.



even in this attempt at bilateral cooperation, French President Charles de Gaulle’s 

commitments were limited, promising “

”

Adenauer “

”

Kennedy of West Germany’s participation. According to De Gaulle, the existing 

both dishonourable and insecure. He was concerned about the transition to the “flexible 

response” strategy, which exposed Europe to the risk of destruction. Therefore, he 

advocated for autonomy in defence policy within the EEC, arguing that “

” which required European nations to be sovereign “

”

when new debates about Europe’s defence arose. 

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 

Loth W., “The EC and Foreign and Security Policy: The Dream of Autonomy”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role

Loth W., “The EC and Foreign and Security Policy: The Dream of Autonomy”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role

https://www.rivisteweb.it/doi/10.30461/97587


In the early period of the Community’s history, between 1958 and 1969, the EEC had 

was an instrument of Western aggression and refused to acknowledge the Community’s 

legitimacy. It wasn’t until the late 1988

Socialist regimes to a change of attitude towards the West, considering, even, “

”.

Western products, expertise, and technology: “

economies’ exposure to the impact of the EC’s evolution trajectory”

developing its external policies. The Commission’s international role was emphasized 

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 



In practice, trade negotiations were prepared by the EEC Commission’s Directorate

General and the Commissioners’ cabinets. Directorate

countries that were ideologically opposed to the Community’s capitalist principles. The 

entire period from 1958 to 1974 is marked by a series of “never ending negotiations” 

Bossuat, G., Legendre, A., “The Commission’s role in external relations”, in European Commission, 

https://netaffair.org/documents/1957-rome-treaty.pdf
https://netaffair.org/documents/1957-rome-treaty.pdf


EEC, as well. By the 1970s and after De Gaulle’s retreat, the EEC began to take the first 

Coppolaro L., “The EC in the GATT Trade Regime: A Power Without Leadership”, in Ulrich Krotz, 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role



Commission’s proposal to facilitate the trade of some Soviet products.

–

–

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/contemporary-european-history/article/abs/steering-europe-explaining-the-rise-of-the-european-council-19751986/A7C0A371A6BBBD15520B8AC023986688
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/contemporary-european-history/article/abs/steering-europe-explaining-the-rise-of-the-european-council-19751986/A7C0A371A6BBBD15520B8AC023986688


fortify the commitments of the EEC in areas such as “

”

agenda of “ West cooperation and exchange”

excluded from “high level” Cold War negotiations dominated by the two superpowers, 

1975 Helsinki Final Act, a cornerstone of the CSCE process, included “

Karamouzi E., “Enlargement as External Policy: The Quest for Security?”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran K. 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role

Romero F., Patel K.K., “Introduction: EC External Relations—Towards a Global Role”, in Ulrich 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global 



tensions with the Soviet Union” . The EEC’s participation, particularly in 

The 1980s saw a further deepening of the EEC’s international profile. The European 

1989 was emblematic of the Community’s rising international stature.

1992, the EEC’s external relations were mostly “civilian”, meaning that it did not 

engage in any military action. Instead, it operated mainly through “non military” 

which were used as tools of influence. As noted by Krotz, “

emphasis on the EU’s soft power reserves rather than its military capabilities and 

willingness to use them” . By contrast, the “normative” perspective views the EEC 

“with or through its member states, […] promoting a set of universally applicable 

Weisbrode K., “The EC and the United States: Partners in Search of Diplomacy”, in Ulrich Krotz, 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role

N. Piers Ludlow, “The History of the EC and the Cold War: Influenced and Influential, but Rarely 

Center Stage”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran K. Patel and Federico Romero (eds.), Europe’s cold war relations: 

Krotz U., “International History Meets International Relations”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran K. Patel and 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role



”

This was evident in the enlargement process as Krotz notes that “the Six” (and later “the 

Nine”), democratic, market

similar standards prior to accession. By maintaining the Community as a “selective 

group”, the EEC acted as a “normative power”. However, Krotz highlights how, despite 

the EEC’s emphasis on non military instruments, it remains “

”

the “original Six” were founding members of NATO, and later France and the United 

Nevertheless, the end of the Cold War marked a fundamental shift in the EEC’s role that 

both tested and amplified the EEC’s “civilian” and “normative” powers. The fall of the 

the EEC’s membership as a guarantee of a democratic future

Romero F., Kaisin S., “The Commission and the rest of the world”, in Dujardin, V., Bussiq

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 



extending EU membership “ ”

“

”.

In this context, “

”

The Cold War undoubtedly contributed to the formation of the EEC’s external relations, 

particularly its enlargement process, and the promotion of those “civil and normative 

powers” that have historically led and still today lead the EC/EU. 

Karamouzi E., “Enlargement as External Policy: The Quest for Security?”, in Ulrich Krotz, Kiran K. 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a global role

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 



1.1.2 Albania’s unique position in the Cold War
Albania positioned itself within the Soviet bloc. Albania’s use of bilateral 

recognition, economic and military assistance. The country’s foreign policy under the 

the end of the 1970s, the PSRA (People’s Socialist Republic of Albania) and later the 

Albania’s alliances with Yugoslavia, the USSR and later with the People’s Republic of 

alliances reflect Albania’s broader strategy of aligning with powerful socialist countries 

First, the small country became an “ ”

Mëhilli E. “Documents as Weapons: The Uses of a Dictatorship’s Archives”.



China’s partner during the 1960s till the 1970s after Beijing’s relaxation of relations 

‘isolation’. While it is true that the regime’s paranoia regarding external interference 

Leninism as the state’s official ideology and forbade credits 

from or concessions to foreign companies or “

”. The effects of these policies were deeply felt throughout the 1980s, as economic 

decline and persistent food shortages exposed the impact of the regime’s rigid 

Albania’s postwar foreign policy represented a sharp departure from its traditional 

War II, Albania was highly dependent on Belgrade’s aid. This alliance was determined 

by Yugoslavia’s contribution to the creation of the Albanian Communist Party (ACP) 

the problem posed by Greece’s territorial claims to southern Albania. 

Yugoslavia’s strategic interests were driven by military, political and economic 



developed to such an extent that “

significant initiative in its foreign and domestic policies”

products such as petroleum, bitumen, cotton and crops. Thus, Belgrade’s policy towards 

Hoxha’s regime aimed at securing military, political and economic advantages.

The feeling of occupation led Hoxha to fly to Moscow, where he enlisted Stalin’s 

support, and “



important industrial projects”

“Tito Stalin split”, meaning that Tito had an ideological deviation, called self

maintaining a strict line of Stalinism. Siding with Yugoslavia’s ideology would have 

The alliance with the Soviet Union was grounded in Albania’s establishment of a 

Albania relations, often considered as that of a “older 

brother and younger brother” bond, were asymmetrical: 



political support. Albania’s economy, infrastructure, and education system were 

developed largely with Soviet assistance and financing during this partnership. Hoxha’s 

Union’s military strategy in the Balkans and the Mediterranean. In 1955, Albania also 

1950s, especially after Stalin’s death in 1953 and following Khrushchev’s de

Yugoslav rapprochement was seen by Hoxha as a threat to Albania’s independence and 

“ ”.

Albania’s ideological opposition intensified during the Moscow meetings of communist 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Due to Albania’s support of the CCP, Beijing’s 

increased considerably. “

Marku, Y. “Shifting Alliances Albania in the Early Cold War”



1957 to 21.6 %”

did not prevent Albania’s opening toward China. In one last attempt to preserve the 

PSRA’s loyalty, Khrushchev visited Albania in June 1960 at the Bucharest Conference, 

against their intervention in Albania’s internal affairs.

This sudden rupture marked Albania’s first significant geopolitical realignment of the 



In the wake of its break with the USSR, Albania turned to the People’s Republic of 

–

—

—

particularly under US leadership, as well as resisting colonialism and a tacit “

for national liberation movements”



and Beijing formally agreed to provide mutual support one another”

assistance consisted essentially of the PRC’s economic aid and the PSRA’s international 

severed its relations with the USSR and alliance with Beijing, considering China’s 

to coordinate aid to North Vietnam. As a result, the PSRA’s relation with the soviet bloc 

clearly see how there is no significant change in Albania’s relations with the West.

PRC’s leadership entered a period of internal turmoil, the Albanian leadership remained 

potentially threaten or undermine the APL’s absolute control over every aspect of 

Hoxha’s campaign focused on a radical purge and reduction of the government 

first “atheist state” in 1967, a program for the emancipation of women and a reform in 



the early 1970s. Nixon’s visit to Beijing in 1972 was interpreted in 

imperialist principles. Hoxha’s regime feared ideological contamination and saw 

China's foreign policy shift comparable to Khrushchev’s earlier turn. 

Beijing’s invitation to Nixon and convicted China of “allegedly” having deviated from 

“

”

Albanian alliance had profound implications for Albania’s 

From a historiographical perspective, Albania’s Cold War alliances illustrate the limits 

term effects of Albania’s ruptures and how 



they shaped the country’s post 1989 transitions. The county’s lack of institutional ties 

the population’s limited exposure to the outside world posed significant barriers to 

debates on Albania’s role in Cold War Europe and its delayed path toward European 

Albania’s geopolitical position

Albania as a “ ”

At the same time, Albania’s position within Cold War diplomacy has been 

of the Glorious People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is the Sacred Duty of the 



Albania’s self

historiography has begun to reassess this gap, linking Albania’s internal 

Albania’s geopolitical relevance during the Cold War derived less from its economic or 

This strategic location amplified Hoxha’s persistent sense of insecurity, later described 

as an “ ”. He believed that Albania was constantly under siege by 

external forces, whether Yugoslavia’s ambitions, Greek minority claims, or Italy’s 

historic interests in the Adriatic. This perception deepened Albania’s mistrust of its 

rigidity shaped Albania’s unique Cold War path. By turning isolation into a deliberate 

1.2.2 Impact of isolationism on Albania’s economic and political development 
Albania’s Cold War foreign policy, particularly after the rupture with China in 1978, 



The regime’s rigid ideology and extreme autarky left Albania without allies, economic 

Hoxha’s legacy. This made the transition to capitalism and democracy more difficult 

Leninist line […] In the struggle 

made even more difficult by the weak level of “ ” and the rejection of 

Hoxha’s “ ”, which pushed Albania back toward 

Hoxha’s death exposed the fragility of a system preserved through 

General Directorate of Archives, Central Party Archive, Tiranë, Notifications from the Party’s Basic 

Fischer, B. J. “Enver Hoxha and the Stalinist Dictatorship in Albania.” In 



exist. Albanians themselves described the country as a mere “

Stalin’s Soviet Union, a carbon copy of Stalinist oppression crammed within the 

”. 

poorest country in the world, with “

”.  The situation deteriorated to the point where peasants were not even allowed 

“Enver Hoxha: The Iron Fist of Albania”

–

“Enver Hoxha: The Iron Fist of Albania”



difficulties of today’s imperialist

propaganda and Albania’s economic collapse. Even as shortages, hunger, and stagnation 

Albania’s borders were wrapped in barbed wire, and 64% of the coast was designated as 

Because Albania rejected participation in COMECON’s coordinated industrial projects, 

The political implications of this isolationist period were equally severe. Hoxha’s 

authoritarian and repressive systems in Europe, defined by the Sigurimi’s (state 

“deviants,” which intensified throughout the 1980s. Recent studies on the so

“archival revolution” highlight that the Sigurimi’s legacy is not only one of repression 

The isolation period strengthened authoritarian rule and shaped Albania’s foreign policy 



explains why the EEC’s initial engagement with Albania in the early 1990s was limited 

to humanitarian aid, given the country’s lack of institutional and economic capacity.

had to construct a market economy from scratch on the ruins of Hoxha’s autarky.

isolationism. President Sali Berisha’s government achieved rapid privatization and 

–

In conclusion, Albania’s Cold War isolationism persisted long after the regime’s fall. 



Community’s growing confidence in external relations, including countries outside its 

traditional sphere. Historians often describe how Albania’s stance, under Enver Hoxha, 

stood as an anomaly. Albania’s isolationist stance meant that no formal diplomatic ties 

between the Community’s Member States.

repercussions for the communist country and resulted in the PSRA’s alteration of its 

in May 1971, Tirana and Athens agreed to reopen diplomatic relations “on 

ambassadorial level”.

Above all, the distribution of materials dealing with the Party’s foreign 



Albania’s cautious trade openings were still framed 

credits as “ colonialism”

Notifications from the Party’s Basic Organization in America sent 



extension of the Community’s power in a context where direct official 

Albania’s participation in these bilateral negotiations was driven more by economic 

reliance became evident. Nonetheless, Hoxha’s regime 

protocols with Albania in 1971 and 1972, explicitly stated that “

negotiation under Article 113 with Albania is not yet possible”

the need for annual or triennial renegotiation reflected the EEC’s recognition of 

Romano A., “The EC and the Socialist World: The Ascent of a Key Player in Cold War Europe”, in 

Europe’s cold war relations: the EC towards a 

autorisant l’Italie à ouvrir la négociation d'un accord commercial pour l’année 1971 avec l’Albanie, 18 

autorisant la France à ouvrir la négociation d'un accord commercial pour l’année 1971 avec l’Albanie, 28 



Albania’s lack of responsiveness and ideological rigidity.

objection and only after consultation, Italy’s request to import 5,000 tons of diesel fuel 

reflecting the depth of Hoxha’s isolationism.

Finally, Albania’s leadership rejected the EEC’s openness to economic engagement 

domination. Albania’s autarkic model prioritized ideological purity over economic 



The case of Albania within the context of the EEC’s Cold War external relations 

highlights the limits of the Community’s ability to engage with ideologically rigid and 

diplomacy. Hoxha’s regime perceived the Community’s policies not merely as a 

manifestation of capitalism but also as an existential threat to the county’s ideological 

–1991. To conclude, this chapter reviewed Albania’s 

a country’s position within the international order. It highlights how, until the late 

1970s, the EEC’s external policy could not overcome the barriers imposed by a regime 



The EEC’s policy towards Albania in the 1980s 

both East and West, the country’s foreign policy under Enver Hoxha rejected external 

–

1990s. It begins by examining Albania’s limited diplomatic and commercial relations 

Agreement and the PHARE program, which established and institutionalized Albania’s 

of conditionality that would later drive the EU’s Western Balkans strategy.



Albania’s gradual openness and the Community’s trade relations with the 

The trajectory of Albania’s engagement with Europe in the 1980s must be read in light 

country’s external stance since the late 1960s.

As outlined in the previous chapter, Albania’s isolation was institutionalised by the 

1976 Constitution and reinforced by the leadership’s doctrine of strict adherence to 

phase in which Albania’s internal realignments gradually began to establish the 

–

period is the country’s paradoxical stance during the 1980s: while diplomatically visible 

in Tiranë, it remained, in practice, Europe’s most isolated country. 

amounting to just 0.03% of the Community’s imports and exports in 1983, and further 

complicated by the Albanian authorities’ persistent withholding of reliable data on 

–



cost of repeated ruptures with “ ”

Hoxha’s death, created the conditions for the EEC to consider Albania’s role in the 

Enver Hoxha’s death on April 11, 1985, symbolized more than a simple change in 

leadership; it marked the beginning of a gradual historical rupture in Albania’s domestic 

and foreign policy trajectory. As mentioned in the previous chapter, Hoxha’s rule 

Yet, Ramiz Alia, his successor, remained bound to Hoxha’s principles, while the 

realities of Albania’s economic and diplomatic position, within an evolving 

describing the congress itself as one of continuity with Hoxha’s line. The report 

celebrated Albania as “ ” that would stay faithful 

to Hoxha’s path and would not bow down to Soviet and Chinese revisionists. I

“

”, presenting the country as free from the threat of being “



”. 

Alia also recalled the thesis according to which the “

”. Within this scenario, good neighbourly relations were declared the top 

“ ” with Balkan governments. A turning point was reached in February 

of substantial change in Albania’s foreign policy. Heading the delegation, Foreign 

in Albanian policy, as the moving variable: “

”. 

While the Albanian ideological framework remained consistent with Hoxha’s policy, 

practice slowly began to diverge. Alia’s leadership cautiously increased its presence at 

and predicted the eventual collapse of Albania’s own system. The economic depression 

–

https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/ncm-7/mlp-pla.pdf


other countries. The principle followed was that of: “

”. This gradual “

” opened the door to wide

Economically, normalization promised to “ ”, 

potential future interaction with the EEC’s common commercial policy.



–

Only after Alia’s statements at the Tenth Plenum in April 1990 

–

“Europe”. In April 1990, Alia announced Albania’s interest in the construction of a 

“ ” and, profoundly, in “

”.

The phase is important. For most of the 1980s, references to “Europe” in official 

same discourse began to recognize “European processes” as arenas in which not only 

The United States’ path, though outside the EEC framework, interacted with these 

early as 1980, but because of Hoxha’s repressive regime, these openings were rejected. 



“escape no longer qualified as a 

”; it restored freedom of religion; 

–

widened Albania’s access to Western technical expertise (commercial law, banking, 

economic policies, Albania’s capability to manage a relationship with Washington 

the EEC’s posture toward Albania in the 1980s? The documents recorded a passive 

impossibility. Given Albania’s refusal of external credits, the absence of normalized 

diplomatic channels, and the regime’s own definition of “non alignment” as practical 

–

transitional framework, the agreement sought to “



”. Beyond this clause, Article 15

contributing to the development of the Contracting Parties’ economies and living 

sectors, including “

”, while seeking to create favourable conditions for investment through 

This way, the agreement not only laid the foundations for Albania’s economic transition 

reflected the country’s swift post

engagement. In practice, the Community’s policy consisted of letting bilateral 

pattern was consistent with the Community’s method in sensitive neighbourhoods: 

member states’ exploratory diplomacy and then steps in once a counterpart 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:21992A1125%2801%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:21992A1125%2801%29


engagement. The regime’s limited recognition in the social sphere, mostly the 

Community’s external instruments, whether trade preferences or technical assistance, 

was also qualifying itself for the basic legal architecture of the EEC’s external economic 

Albania’s post

Leninist state on the continent. Hoxha’s successor, Ramiz Alia, continued to 

would remain “ ”, a slogan that outlined his belief 

that the country could resist the “domino effect” that had swept away communism in 

But while Alia’s propaganda projected calm, 

–



accessible through smuggled antennas, exposed Albanians to Nicolae Ceaușescu’s fate 

of leading Albanian novelist, Ismail Kadare, was the last proof that “

”.

born under Enver Hoxha’s regime, carried banners calling for democracy, an end to 

“E 

duam Shqipërinë si gjithë Europa!” (“We want Albania to be like all of Europe!”). 

defeat the myth of communism by delegitimizing Hoxha’s figure and legacy.

“E duam Shqipërinë si gjithë Europa” –

https://www.cna.al/aktualitet/e-duam-shqiperine-si-gjithe-europa-begaj-ai-dhjetor-do-te-ishte-i-fun-i340964
https://www.cna.al/aktualitet/e-duam-shqiperine-si-gjithe-europa-begaj-ai-dhjetor-do-te-ishte-i-fun-i340964


Square, chanting “ ”

anger toward Hoxha’s dictatorship turned into the destruction of everything associated 

harsh reality defined by one phrase: “everyone for himself”.

—

–



repression and control. Unlike the negotiated or “velvet revolutions”

Eastern Europe, Tiranë’s regime change was marked by sporadic violence and the 

Albanian economy was “ ”



figures who symbolized the country’s intellectual resistance. From this diverse group, 

University of Tiranë, quickly rose as the party’s principal leaders. In the early stages, 

” that united different groups: “

hat united them was a common desire to dismantle Hoxha’s legacy and end the one

The most crucial instrument in mobilizing public opinion was the party’s 

adopted a “ ” campaign using public assemblies with “

”. By contrast, the Communists struggled to 

adapt to the new political environment, conducting a traditional “

”.



focused on economic reform, endorsing a market economy system, “

”.

–

–

shaping Albania’s path from isolation to engagement; and the violations of human rights 

against the Greek minority, which represented a persistent challenge in Albania’s 

–



The collapse of Albania’s communist regime unleashed a humanitarian crisis that 

order. Thus, Tiranë emerged from the ruins of Hoxha’s repressive regime, confronted 

goods, already inadequate, ceased completely in some regions. The Commission’s fact



economic and political situation and need for assistance. This mission described a “

” and recommended the immediate delivery of 150000 tons of wheat, milk 

dramatic scenario happening in Albania, stating that “

”. 

HAEU, Secrétariat général de la Commission Européenne, Rapport sur la visite de la “Factfinding 

mission” de la Commission en Albanie, 9



24 aid coordination mechanism in September 1991, identifying “

”.

While the EEC’s food programs helped address shortages in basic supplies, Germany, 



reflecting Athens’ interest in border stability and the protection of the Greek minority in 

development of relations with Albania and the provision of humanitarian aid, “

”.

supplying Albania but in ensuring distribution, citing the country’s “

facilities, lack of transport vehicles, and absence of storage capacity”. 

December 1991, establishing a €35 million emergency food aid package, later extended 



to €45 million, covering “

.” The port of Durres became the logistic heart of Albania’s survival, 

scale of Tiranë’s institutional weakness. Corruption, lack of administrative experience, 



The second half of the decade showed Albania’s structural dependence on international 



EEC/EU as Albania’s indispensable partner, integrating Tiranë into the larger 

the first step in Albania’s long journey from isolation to integration. By establishing 

Albania’s dependence on European aid, it bound the country’s domestic transition to the 

The year 1992 represented a turning point in Albania’s relations with the European 

–

relationship. Together with Albania’s inclusion in the PHARE program, these 

https://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/iai9801.pdf


of law, and respect for human rights, describing these as “ ”

This echoed the Community’s broader post–

In parallel with these developments, Albania's growing engagement with the EEC’s 

institutions extended to financial cooperation through the European Investment Bank’s 

phase. According to the EIB communication, the project represented another “



”

“

”.



Community’s external trade. The agreement established the legal framework for 



Between 1991 and 1993, Albania’s international aid amounted to approximately 1227 

Perspectives and challenges of Albania’s integration in the EU: From the fall of 

–

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/glossary/acquis.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2000:0183:FIN:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2000:0183:FIN:EN:PDF




Yugoslav wars. Moreover, PHARE reflected the EEC’s determination to stabilize the 

–

(1994). This resolution explicitly linked Albania’s stability to the Union’s regional 

The EU’s relations with the Western Balkans and Turkey.



. In this context, they took note of Albania’s participation 

Papageorgiou conformément à l’article 47 du Rqglement sur la violation des droits de l’homme de la 



Relations between the EEC and Albania, which emphasized that “

rights in Albania and respect for the rights of the numerous Greek minority… would 

”. It warned that, given Albania’s geographical 

position and political isolation, “

”.

Epirus “ ”

attention to the “ ”



which regarded them as opponents to the country’s Stalinist regime.

Sotiris Kostopoulos and Luigi Moretti, raised concerns about “

”

this report, the Members asked, “

”



referred to the earlier discussion on “ ”.





’

Western Balkans, situating Albania within the Community’s emerging post–



enlargement entered the political discourse of the EU’s member states. The term was 

the EU’s inability to implement a military intervention created a strategic vacuum, 

Zaccaria, B., Obadić, I., The EU and the Western Balkans: A Historical Perspective. In E. Calandri, K. 



–

–
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only on moral grounds but also as measures to “

”

the EU’s response to the Yugoslav wars. By 1993, the EU was the largest single 

A further element of the EC’s/EU’s stabilizing logic in the 1990s was regionalism. This 
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European security policy itself evolved alongside the EU’s new economic regionalism. 

between the European Community and Albania, the EP “

”

Council “ called ‘conditionality approach’ (namely compliance with 
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binding networks of rules, aid, and markets. The strategy’s coherence lay in its 

Albania’s role within the broader Western Balkans strategy

As a result, “ – rather than ‘change’ or ‘turn’ –

” in the EU framework, and it had to contribute to “

and development of the region’. 

The focus on ‘stability’ linked the Western Balkan scenario with the broader 

” 
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When the EC/EU subsequently designed its Western Balkans strategy, Albania’s path 

The year 1991 marked one of the deepest social and economic crises in Albania’s 



1991, described the situation as “ ”

population faced “ ”

“logistical” means to ensure their distribution.

The humanitarian consequences soon became visible beyond Albania’s borders. 

HAEU, Secrétariat général de la Commission Européenne, Rapport sur la visite de la “Factfinding 

mission” de la Commission en Albanie, 9





“consolidating democracy”

3.2.1 Uncontrolled mass migration of Albanian citizens and the EEC’s response to 

A massive issue during the beginning of the 1990s was the “Albanian crisis”. Albania, 

borders. Albania’s 40 years of isolation, combined with the disastrous economic, social 
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stunned European audiences and exposed the direct connection between Albania’s 

domestic disintegration and the stability of the European Community’s southern 

Development Programme to undertake an assessment of the country’s urgent 

the Italian authorities allowed Albanians to disembark and led them to “La Vittoria 

Sports Stadium”; however, clashes broke out between the policemen and Albanians who 



Italian government’s first reaction was humanitarian aid, providing temporary 
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played into the hands of Albanian communists. It is stated that the “
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The Commission’s immediate response to the crisis was the expansion of humanitarian 

approach: Community’s aid combined emergency assistance with measures to 



Regionally, the crises accelerated the Europeanization of Albania’s problems: instability 

realization led to the integration of migration management into the EEC’s early 

explicitly called on the Council to “

”



Albania’s problems: what had begun as a national collapse became a European priority.



dominated the “ ”

Their abrupt implosion revealed the fragility of Albania’s post

through Albania into SFRY; they “ ”

not be proved; however, during the sanction period, they were set up as “trading 

companies” and were believed to be highly involved. On the other hand, the May 1996 

dozens of private “investment firms” stepped, such as 
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stations after the government stuck firmly to the principle that “

t”



responsibility within them. However, due to the institution’s indifference, the loss of 

citizens’ life savings triggered widespread protests that soon turned violent, while the 



“

” 

The opposition’s demands were not only focused on addressing the fraud 

“DP described the opposition’s protest as an attempt 

by “leftist extremists to politically exploit people’s suffering and misfortune”

Albania’s Transition
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by the Albanian Parliament. The Law regarding “Distribution of Wealth of Foundations 

parties, leading to the resignation of Prime Minister Meksi’s. Following the resignation 

Among these laws, the “State of Emergency” temporarily suspended some 

Albania’s Transition
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“

”. These emergency measures 

use of force to restore order. The measures taken (…) must not exceed ‘the 



redefining the EU’s role toward the Western Balkans. The pyramid scheme crisis 

convinced European policymakers that crises on the Union’s periphery required 

instruments. More broadly, Albania and the wider region were described as a “test case” 
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3.3.2 The international community’s response to Albania’s internal instability 

https://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/iai9801.pdf


EU countries. The failure of this “Advance Team” was poorly greeted in the nations 

French press. The Community’s policy towards 

leaders, notably the Italian Foreign Minister, Lamberto Dini, who “
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settings, in an area where Rome saw stability as one of its key foreign policy goals. “

”

mission’s 7,000 troops 
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Italian Defense Staff and the implementation of a “Steering Committee”. The 

based, “
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3.4 The Thessaloniki Agenda (2003): Albania’s path to integration 

“the European 

region closer to the prospect of full integration into its structures”
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This shift reflected the EU’s conviction that “there can be no long

between each of the countries concerned and its neighbours”
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Balkans and conclude bilateral conventions with them”
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thus integrating Albania’s Europeanization process with that of its neighbours. In this 

transformation framework. It conveyed the EU's belief that “

– – ”

3.4.2 Albania’s inclusion in the Thessaloniki Declaration 
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“the very 

foundations of the European Union”

, and the promotion of good neighbourly relations. Albania’s 
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constructive regional actor, aligning with the EU’s vision of stability through 
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state collapse, unrestricted migration, and economic disintegration, the EC’s first 



In conclusion, the 1990s not only defined Albania’s post



The study has reconstructed the evolution of Albania’s relations with the EEC/EU from 



fragility of Albania’s institutions, but treated this fragility not as an obstacle, but as the 
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