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Abstract

Switched mode power supplies offer many advantages, one of those is
the high efficiency factor. They can be implemented with analog compo-
nents or digitally such as microcontroller, digital signal processor (DSP) or
FPGA. Digital controllers have advantages over its analog, such as changing
the calculated coefficient whenever needed without any change in hardware,
reduction number of components and protection against noise. The digital
control of power electronic converters consist operation, modeling and con-
trol of converters.

This thesis is focused on the analysis, modeling, design and implement of
digital current control of the Boost converter by FPGA. The current con-
trol of a Boost converter has various applications. One of those applications
is the photovoltaic system using solar panels. In this system, solar panels
absorb the sunlight and creates an electricity direct current (DC). Then it
converts to an alternating current (AC) using an inverter. So the purpose of
the Boost converter as a part of the PV system is to increase and regulate
the amount taken from the solar panels to feed the inverter. The another
example appears in the power factor correction (PFC) converters used as
first stage in switched mode power supplies. So using a Boost PFC needs to
control the input current, because of being the sinusoidal transitory current

after power returns. Therefore it realizes by averaged current mode control.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

Control and regulate of electric current is required in many applications
which is provided by a Boost converter. In this chapter consider two appli-

cations such as photovoltaic system and PFC.

1.1 Photovoltaic system

A photovoltaic system is a power system consist of solar panels which
convert the energy in photons of light into an electrical voltage and current by
semiconductor materials related to the solid state technologies. PV systems
have different sizes [1]. According to needed application, they can be small
such as rooftop-mounted or can be large such as utility-grid. The grid-
connected PV systems can be produced AC power by synchronizing to an
electric utility grid [2]. In this power system, the function based on convert
the DC power generated by PV panels into AC power. The grid-connected
PV system on constructions bring electric generation to the load for usage.
The load is a domestic appliance, for example might be a battery or a dc
motor. In fig. 1.1 shows a schematic of connecting the solar panels into the
utility grid. If after the module sitting in the sun, not connected a load, no
power is delivered to load by the module. Because of being the zero output

voltage in case of the module short-circuit, and no flow the current in case
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Figure 1.1: Grid-connected PV system

of open-circuit. Therefore by connecting a load, the power will be delivered
because of existing the current and voltage. The same voltage and current
runs across the PV and load. So exist an operating point at the intersection

between the PV and load in the I-V curves. If the load is a resistance, define
I=(=)V. (1.1)

So by plotting the load on the current and voltage axes, it has a straight line
with slope 1/R. With increasing the resistance, the operating point can be
moved. When the current and voltage reach their maximum value with best
value of the resistance, the maximum power is produced. This point is called
MPP which also depends on the temperature and radiation factors and can
be increased with increasing the solar radiation [3, 4]. The Fig. 1.2 shows
the I-V curves with MPP point. In the residential usage such as residential
rooftop, the system usually are in the 1 to 10 kW range. The PV output
occurs during the sunlight hours and at the same time (during the day) sell
power to the utility. So there is a growing trend to store energy.

Devices to have an PV system grid-connected with maximum power point
called maximum power trackers (MPPT) which the target is keeping the PV
operation at its highest efficiency point at all times with going up and down
of the sun. There is some circuits to achieve the MPPT. As the key is convert

dc voltage from one level to a higher level, a switched mode Boost converter
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Figure 1.2: The current-voltage curves for PV and load

is suitable for use as power electronics interface. In point of controlling
the input current, the PV system can be remained at the maximum power
point. After bringing the required voltage from source to load by Boost
converter, it needs to an inverter (DC/AC), for sending AC power usually
at 240 V. Then the AC output of a grid-connected PV system sent into
the main electrical distribution panel. The block diagram of the PV system
with current controlled Boost to track maximum power point is illustrated

in Fig. 1.3. There are two conditions of power,

e Ppy < Poaa:
In this case, the PV power completely used to supply the load and the
rest of the power needed is provided by the utility grid.

e Ppy > Paa:
The PV power is more than to supply the load and PV power injected
into the AC grid. So grid absorbs power for building up a credit with
the utility.

If the load is a complicated thing such as a DC motor, the I-V relationship

consist of also the motor speed. at start-up when the speed of motor is zero,
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Figure 1.3: Pv system with current controlled Boost converter

the current increases with increasing the voltage until is sufficient for create
torque. So with starting to speed the motor, current increases more slowly
with increasing voltage. On the other hand by stalling a dc motor while the
voltage is much higher than its initial voltage, the current rises continuously
and leads to the burning the armature coil. Therefore the dc motor I-V curve
is not a direct line like the resistance load, so discontinuity of operating point
occurs with the ideal MPP.

1.2 Power factor correction (PFC)

All electronic devices need a power supply to convert the AC voltage from
the grid to the DC voltage. Use a large number of power supplies, will be
affect its quality. So can be improved this effect by using the single phase
power factor correction circuit as input stage of electronic appliances which
increase the power factor and reduce harmonic current. The power factor
defines the relationship between the active power supplied to the load and
the output power that should be close to one. On the other hand the total
harmonic distortion (THD) related to current harmonic content of the input
AC current which should be low as possible. The PFC controller uses Boost
topology as AC/DC rectifiers in power systems. |5, 6]
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Figure 1.4: Block diagram of controlled Boost power factor correction

The block diagram of a controlled Boost PFC is shown in Fig. 1.4. By
this control will be maintain the AC current in same phase with the AC
voltage and being a sinusoidal wave with minimum distortion for the current.
Therefore a Boost PFC circuit with inductor current control can be ensure
that it tracks the rectified AC voltage. The steady state waveform with the
Boost PFC controller is illustrated in Fig. 1.5. As seen, the AC current and
voltage are in same phase. The first is rectified by diode bridge, then by
using Boost controller can be regulated the dc output voltage and supplied
a dc power to the load. This controller consist of two parts, current control
loop and voltage control loop. The voltage loop is used to regulate the
converter output voltage and operate a power balance loop. So with the
output voltage lower than v,.r,, the feedback voltage V., should increase
in order to attract more ac power. The current loop utilized to control the

rectified current i,4(t) with the rectified voltage v,(t). Therefore the input
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vg(t)

fac(t) T ig(t)

Figure 1.5: PFC waveform in steady state

side of the rectifier behaves as a emulated resistance. By multiplying v, (%)
into a controllable signal V,,;; will be achieved the set point value v,¢f;. The

emulated resistance can be defined as

_ vy (1) _ H;

Ry = - = . 1.2
Zg (t) ‘/cntrl ( )
Then can be defined the active power of the dc load as follow.
v2 V2 : ‘/cmtrl
P — as,rms — as,rms 1.3
Rem HS ’ ( )
where
ac t
‘/ac,rms = C ( ) (14)

V2sin(wt)
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Thesis structure

In the following, will be expanded the averaged current control of a Boost
converter. In chapter 2, a synchronous Boost converter will be analyzed
and modeled. The current mode control of a Boost converter consist of
various digital controllers, that in chapter 3 will be designed the convenient
controller. Also proposed the switch current sensing which achieve to the
inductor average current. The chapter 4 will be allocated to simulation of
the system designed and in chapter 5, experimental results will be provided

to verify the analysis.
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Chapter 2

Steady-state and dynamical

analysis of the Boost converter

2.1 Boost converter

A Boost converter is a switched-mode DC to DC converter, that is also
called step up converter, because the output voltage is greater than the input
voltage. The input power has to be equal to output power, this equality

comes from the law of energy conservation.

2.1.1 Circuit Analysis

As shown in the Fig. 2.1, a Boost converter including a DC voltage source,
an inductor L, a switch, a capacitor C and a load resistor R. In practice a
Mosfet and Diode are used instead of switches. With the switch in position
1, the right-hand side of the inductor is connected to ground, as illustrated
in Fig. 2.2.

The inductor voltage and capacitor current for this subinterval are given by

Vi =V, (2.1)
, Vo
1c = —E (22)

9
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L
2
IS o'z 't
ir(t) AN +

1
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)
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L
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v ZL(t)
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Figure 2.1: Boost converter: (a) ideal switch, (b) practical realization

in) L

e
. + UL(t) — Zc(t) +
{€ C == R,3V,

Figure 2.2: Boost converter with switch in position 1

With the switch in position 2, the inductor is connected to the output, as

shown in Fig. 2.3. The inductor voltage and capacitor current are then

V=V, -, (2.3)

: W
ic=iL— 4 (2.4)

(0
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i) L
§ F o) = o "
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Figure 2.3: Boost converter with switch in position 2

2.1.2 Converter in steady-state

In steady state, each of converter voltage and current is periodic in time,
with a period equal to the converter switching period 7. When the converter
input and duty cycle are constant, and after all transient are turened off, it

is achieved to steady-state position.

2.1.2.1 Inductor volt-second balance, Capacitor charge balance

and the small ripple approximation

Steady-state analysis includes the dc values of all the voltages and cur-
rents of converter inputs. The analysis consist of the following by two basic

principle:

e Inductor Volt-second balance:

Inductor voltage is defined by

dip (1)

t)=1L
v (t) a

(2.5)

and with integrating on a switching period

imm—n@:%ésmwm (2.6)

In steady-state, the net flux (volt-seconds) in an inductor must be zero.

So the average inductor voltage on a switching period is zero

(o), = Ti /0 Con(t)dt = 0. (2.7)
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e Capacitor ampere (charge)-second balance:

Capacitor current is defined by

. d’Uc(t)
t) = 2.
iolt) = S, (23)
and with integrating on a switching period
I
velT) ~ vo(0) = 2 / io(t)dt. (2.9)
0

In steady-state, the net charge in a capacitor must be zero. So the

average capacitor current on a switching period is zero
I
(ic)y. = —/ ic(t)dt = 0. (2.10)
s Ts 0

The actual output voltage v,(t) is illustrated in Fig. 2.4 and expressed as
Vo(t) =V, + Au,(2). (2.11)

So it consist of the dc value V,, plus a small ac value Av, created on effect
of the switching harmonic attenuation.

The target is to produce a dc output, then the output voltage switching
ripple should have an small value. So the magnitude of the switching ripple

is smaller than the dc value:
| Av, | <V, (2.12)

Hence, the small ripple Awv, neglected and the output voltage v,(t) is approx-

imated by its dc component V:
Uo(t) = V. (213)

This approximation, called the small-ripple approximation, or the linear-

ripple approximation.



2.1 Boost converter

13

Actual waveform v, (%)

d

dc component V,

>
t

Figure 2.4: Actual output voltage waveform

vr(t)
Vy
<+— DTs — > | 9— D'Ts —p>
>
t
Vg - Vo
(a)
ic(t) A Vo
c(t) i L
<+— DTs — > | <9— D'Ts — >
>
t
v, R
Ro

Figure 2.5: (a) inductor voltage waveform, (b) capacitor current waveform
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i,;(t)A

I - - - Adg

0 DT T t

Figure 2.6: Inductor current waveform

2.1.2.2 DC conversion ratio and Inductor current

As mentioned in section. 2.1.1, with the inductor voltage and capacitor
current equations we reach to theirs waveform in the fig. 2.5. As shown,
during the first subinterval v (t) is equal to the dc input voltage V,, and
during the second subinterval the inductor voltage is equal to (V, — V).
So with keeping the volt-second balance principle, the inductor over one

switching period is equal to
Ts
/ on(8)dt = (V,) DT, + (V, = V,)D'T, = 0. (2.14)
0

By noting that (D + D’) = 1, the output voltage is equal to

%
V, = 39/. (2.15)
So the voltage conversion ratio M(D) is a proportion of the output voltage
and input voltage of the converter, that is given by
Vs 1 1
MD)=—=—=——= 2.16
D)=¢=5=1-p (216)
And is illustrated in Fig. 2.7.
To express the inductor current, the capacitor charge balance principle is
used. As mentioned in previously, during the first subinterval, the capac-

itor current is equal to load current and the capacitor discharged. In the
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Figure 2.7: Voltage conversion ratio M (D)

second subinterval, the inductor current recharges the capacitor. By using

the ampere-second balance principle, the capacitor over one switching period

obtains:
" v, v,
/ io(t)dt = (—~2\DT, + (I, — ~2)D'T, = 0. (2.17)
0 Ro Ro
By noting that (D + D’) = 1, the inductor current as dc component is equal
to v
I, = —2 2.1
L= DR, (2.18)

2.1.3 CCM and DCM operation

Two fundamental modes for the de-dc converters are possible: Continuous-
Conduction Mode (CCM) and Discontinuous-Conduction Mode (DCM).
In the Continuous Conduction mode, the inductor current flows continuously
as is always above zero throughout the switching period. When the boost
converter operates in CCM mode, the output voltage can be controlled by
controlling the duty cycle D. As seen in Fig. 2.6, the inductor voltage wave-
form vy (t) is almost a constant signal. So the inductor current ripple is a

v (t)

triangular waveform with slopes ==.

Then the peak-to-peak current ripple Ai; can be defined by

1 [PTs Vi T Vi
Nip = — t)dt = 2DT, = =2V, (1 — -2). 2.1
= [ = EOT - FV0-P. @)
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in(t)a
Tpk
|
|
|
|
|
0 DT 1. >
|<|— DlTs—|>|<|— D2Ts—|>|<|— D3T5—1>|
Figure 2.8: Inductor current in DCM
ip(t) A
Tpk
iD
0 DT T. T

|<1—D1TS—>|<—D2TS—I>|<—D3TS—I>|

Figure 2.9: Diode current in DCM

Similarly, from the capacitor voltage ripple waveform, the peak-to-peak out-

put voltage ripple can be defined by

1 [PTs T
Ave = 5/ ic(t)dt = Vo DT, = —2(V, - V,). (2.20)
0

R,C R,C

In the Discontinuous Conduction Mode, the inductor current reaches to zero
before the end of each switching period T}, as shown in Fig. 2.8. There are
now three subintervals during each T,. The transistor conducts in the first
subinterval, the diode conducts during the second subinterval and it is equal
to the inductor current. At the end of the second subinterval, the diode
current and as a result, the inductor current, reaches to zero.

For the third subinterval, neither the transistor nor the diode conduct. So

the converter operates as discontinuous conduction mode. In this mode, the



2.2 CCM Boost converter dynamics and
control

17

input and output voltage conversion ratio is defined by

14 /1442
M = B T— (2.21)
where .
2
K = R (2.22)

2.2 CCM Boost converter dynamics and

control

It is necessary to mention that in this project, all of the operations work
only at the CCM. The Boost converter is controlled to regulate the inductor
current iy (t). So feedback is required. In this section, target is the Boost
converter averaged small-signal modeling with the consideration of current-
mode control. A block diagram of the system is illustrated in Fig. 2.10. For
inductor current regulation of the Boost converter, as seen in Fig. 2.10, ir(¢)
is modeled by sensing gain Hy and compared with the setpoint value of V,.;.
Then with a regulation transfer function G.(s) estimates and converts the
comparison output into a control signal u(t).Then, u(t) compares with an
oscillator and converts into the gate control ¢(t). To design this system, it is
required a dynamic model of the switching converter and to achieve of this

model, consider the converter averaged and small-signal modeling.

2.2.1 Averaging and linearization

The averaging operation has the objective to remove the time variance of
the converter and the linearization removes the nonlinearities and dfines the
small-signal models[7]. In boost converter, as it shown in section. 2.1.1, in

the first subinterval
Vi = v,(t), (2.23)

(2.24)
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Figure 2.10: Average current mode control of Boost converter

And in the second subinterval

Vi, = vg(t) — v,(1), (2.25)
ic = —U;%(:) +ig(t). (2.26)

By averaging, the switching ripple in the inductor current and the capacitor
voltage waveforms are removed. So, by averaging of the inductor voltage and

the capacitor current waveforms, one has

(s, =37 [ o) = )y, — @0, 27

(ic (), = Ti /0 Cie(r) dr = _%?TS a0 lic(t)y, (2.28)
where
2t =1 dt). (2.29)

As seen, these equations are nonlinear because they contain the multiplica-
tion of time-varying quantities. These multiplication signals generates har-
monics, and is a nonlinear system. So it is required to linearize equations

by a small-signal model. With the hypothesis of driving the converter at
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steady-state, d(t) = D. With the steady-state analysis and having extin-
guished after each transients, the inductor current and the capacitor voltage
will reach to the dc values I, V. With this assumption, also the input voltage
v,y(t) and the duty cycle d(t) are equal to the dc values V;; and D plus several

small ac variations 9,(t) and d(t):

(vg(t)) = Vg + 04(2), (2.30)
d(t) = D +d(1). (2.31)
The same holds for the inductor and capacitor:

(in(t)) = I +ir(t), (2.32)

(ve(t)) = Ve + ve(t). (2.33)

So, the nonlinear equations (2.25) and (2.26) can be linearized with the

hypothesis of being smaller the ac variations in magnitude than the dc values:

p MW (o) — (0 —d) + i), (280
(Ve J(;tﬁc(t)) _ - - %) Lo~ dw) e +iet).  (2.35)

Which leads to:

A~

L(%ﬂféﬂ) = (Vo = D'Vo) + (d(O)Vo + 85(t) = D'to(t) + - (d(1)0(1))

vV v Vv
DC value 15t —order acvalue 2nd —order acvalue

(2.36)

0(%+d@§t@) = (D'lo — %;) + fD’%c(t) - ﬁ;%(? —d(t)Ic) — (d(t)ic(t))

v v
DC value 15t —order acvalue

2nd _order acvalue
(2.37)

These equations contain three terms, DC value, First — order

acvalue and Second — order acvalue.

It is can be neglected the second-order ac values, as a result of containing

the multiplication of time varying signals. On the other hand, the dc value
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Figure 2.11: Averaged small-signal model of Boost converter

can be zero, as a result of the equality to the dc value on the left side of

equation. Therefore

L—r= d(t)V, + y(t) — D'0,(t), (2.38)
dic . o Go(t)
C— = =Dlic(t) T d(t)1c. (2.39)

So there are the intended small-signal linearized equations that describe the

capacitor voltage and the inductor current variations.

2.2.2 Averaged small-signal model

As shown in section. 2.2.1, a small-signal model, can have the equivalent
circuit illustrated in Fig. 2.11. For this current control project one needs to
calculate the transfer function G4(s). It can be modeled by AC form, that
is illustrated in Fig. 2.12. In AC model, it is brought all elements to the
elementary and with the thevenin equivalent, represented in Fig. 2.13. As

shown in Fig. 2.13, the loop equation is equal to:

. .1, D®R, - 1
= Vdpdl . P e gy
Vg = Vol Hd 5 7R @ V( +1+sROC>

2.40
v, (EESBCN Loy (L2 =
- %\ 1+sR,C) °\1+4sR,C )’
where
V. =R,1,=R,D'I;. (2.41)

Veq in the AC model, is represented in Fig. 2.14. As a result, the small-signal
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Figure 2.12: Equivalent circuit of bringing elements to the elementary side

TL L

Figure 2.13: Equivalent circuit of V., equation (2.40)

= R,D'?3

Figure 2.14: Equivalent ultimate circuit

+

Vo
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TL L M2
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Figure 2.15: Synchronous Boost converter

component of the inductor current iz(s) is equal to

A 1
in(s) = Veg ——pmp—
SL + 1+sRODC

R 1 SROC 1
_ody, [~ 2 + S5O (2.42)
1+sR,C ) \sL+s?2LR,C + D"?R,+r;+sR,Crp,
B Qd/\‘/o 1 + SRQOC

DR, 13 g + Sl

So the current control transfer function, can be represented by

~

in(s) _ 2V, 1 4 £BoC
Gials) = = = = ' . 2.43
) d(s) DR, 1+ “"’DL,;F}% + SQLCDfQSCTL (2.43)

2.3 Synchronous Boost converter

The capability of the MOSFET channel to conduct current in the oppo-
site direction provides the possibility to employ a MOSFET where a diode
otherwise would be needed. This implementation of the converter is known as
synchronous Boost converter. When the MOSFET is connected, the device
can now block negative voltage and conduct positive current, with properties
similar to the diode. The MOSFET must be controlled such that it operates
in the on state when the diode would be normally conduct, and in the off
state when the diode would be reverse-biased. Thus, in the Boost converter,
the diode could be replace with a MOSFET, as in Fig. 2.15.



Chapter 3

Digital average current control

of Boost converter

3.1 Boost converter case study

As a case study, consider now the digital version of the Boost converter
average current control that the block diagram is illustrated in Fig. 3.1. The
Boost converter iy (t) is converted into a sensing voltage v,(t) by a shunt
resistor Rgense, compared with a control setpoint V,.; and converted a reg-
ulation error produced into the control command u[k] by a digital compen-
sator. Then ulk] converts to a necessary gate pulse by symmetrical digital
pulse width modulator which is employed with sampling at the midpoints of
the turn-on intervals. This process is explained separately at the follows. In
the Boost converter, the physical inductor is represented by a sequence of an
ideal inductor L and a resistive component r;, modeling the inductor losses.
The converter parameters are listed in table. 3.1.

The Boost converter, has a dc input voltage equal to 5 V and an output volt-

age equal to 12 V. and can delivered a maximum power of 5 W to a resistive

23
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Input Voltage V;, | 5V
Output Voltage V, | 12V
Power rating P, | 5 W
Switching Frequency fg | 125 kHz
Filter Inductance L | 10 uH
Inductor series resistance rr, | 30 mf?2
Filter Capacitance C' | 311 uF

Table 3.1: List of parameter’s value

load R,. So
‘/;2 122
P, = = =5 W
R, R,
R, =288 Q.
The steady-state voltage conversion ratio is
V, 12 1
M D = —= — = —
(D) Vy 5 1-D
D = 0.58.

As shown in section. 2.1.3, for the peak-to-peak current ripple:

V, D
fs'L

And for the peak-to-peak output voltage ripple:

Vo —Vy) _
fS~C~Ro_6mV

Aij = —23 A,

AV, = AV, =

3.1.1 Digital current-mode control

(3.1)

(3.2)

(3.3)

(3.4)

In this case with digital current-mode control, the inductor current is

sampled at the middle of the turn-on interval [8], as illustrated in the dia-

gram of Fig. 3.2.
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—A———F 50 P
30mQ ‘T 10uH +
V=5 < c_| Rog vo(t)
i) N L

311pF 12v
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"
i Vs c(t)

Digital
compensator| r

Digital
M Control
1C

Figure 3.1: Boost digital current-mode control

e
~
)

As it will be shown in the next section, the target of this sampling strategy is
to regulate the average value of the current and is implemented by employ-
ing a symmetrical digital pulse width modulator. The control-to-inductor

current, described by the transfer function G;4(s), has the form of

Cuals) = 2V, 1 2fC
id\5) = L+ DRsense + DIQRO A(S> (3 5)
0.19s + 42.3 '

T 16x107s2+58 x 1045 + 8.9’

where

rL+ DRsense)) <ROC + T’L+D[ésense )

D/2RO 1 + TL+D/Rsense
DR, (3.6)

N <82LC> ( 1 )
T DRsense :
D2 14+ LJE)TRO

The bode plot of transfer function Gi4(s) is illustrated in Fig. 3.3.

Als) =1+ (S(

3.1.2 Digital loop control

The Fig. 3.4, shows a block diagram of the small-signal model of a closed-

loop regulated converter. In the block diagram, T'(s) represents the system
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Figure 3.2: Sample diagram of inductor current
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Bode Diagram
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Figure 3.3: Bode plot of the control to inductor current transfer function

loop gain and is defined by
T(S) = GC(S)GDPWM(S)G’id<S)RsenseHs- (37)

The G, (s) represents the compensator transfer function that will be designed
in the next section. On the other hand, the compensated loop gain T, (s) is
detrmined when the compensator transfer function has a unit value, G.(s) =
1

Y

Tu<3) = GDPWM(S>Gid(S)RsenseHs- (38)

3.2 A/D conversion

The Fig. 3.5 shows a block diagram of the A/D converter. The process
of A/D conversion can be formed as analog input sampling and amplitude
quantization [9]. As seen, the analog sensed signal v4(t) of the Boost converter

is specified as input quantization and then by the A/D converter.

e Sampling Rate
Sampling is synchronized with the PWM carrier. The sensed signal that
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V'r‘ef IL
Ge(s) Gppwum 7 Gia(s) >

‘/;ense T(?

HS Rsense

>

Figure 3.4: Closed-loop current-mode control

sampling Quantization

v vslk
v
: Eiine

Figure 3.5: A/D conversion process diagram

vs(t)

is produced by Rgense, consist of switching content at high frequency.
On the other hand, in PWM, the variables include an spectrum with dc
and low frequency components, as high frequency spectral components
focalize in the vicinity of the switching frequency f,. So some degree
of spectral aliasing occurs. For controlling this aliasing, the sampling
frequency must be equal to the converter switching frequency. In the
digital section, it is required to keep the periodicity, then the sampling

rate is constrained to the multiple of f.

As it mentioned, fsgmpiing = fs, S0 the output signal sampling appears once
for switching period, as illustrated in the Fig. 3.6. Spectral aliasing now arise
around dc. In steady-state, spectral aliasing appears as v,(t) and switching
harmonics present in v4(t) alias at the dc value, as illustrated in Fig. 3.7. DC

spectral aliasing determined by
T="T,. (3.9)

Therefore it can be removed the switching harmonics from the feedback
signal. As a result, no high-frequency poles are required for attenuating the

switching harmonic in the compensator.
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Figure 3.6: (a) Time-domain waveform of the sensed signal (b) Signal spec-

trum
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vs k] DC value of wvs[k]

______ __:_4::_
\

vs (1)
T T DC value of wvs(t)
>
< > ¢
Ts

Figure 3.7: Sampling waveform in A/D conversion

In digital average current sampling in boost converter, the current switching
ripple may not be smaller than its dc value. Then the dc spectral alias-
ing creates a regulation error. The solution of this problem is to employ
a symmetrical PW M modulation with triangular carrier. As illustrated in
Fig. 3.8, can be acquired the average value of iy (t) by its sampling at the
PWM carrier peack or valley point.

o Amplitude Quantization
The internal quantizer of the A/D converter is acquired with a resolu-
tion of n4/p bits and over a full-scale range Vpg. The A/D parameters

are listed in table. 3.2.

Full-scale range Vpg | 1 V
Bit number n4/p) | 11
Setpoint value V., | 0.25 V

Table 3.2: List of A/D parameters

The A/D quantization step in vs[k| is equal to

1% 1
A/D) __ FS _ —4

The quantized range introduced into a number of voltage intervals as
the linear range, called bins and each bin has qq(]f/ D) \wide. The A/D
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>
t

AiL(t)

Figure 3.8: Sampling waveform with accepted PWM
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0 Vrs =1V vy

Figure 3.9: A/D converter quantization

converter quantization is illustrated in Fig. 3.9. The digital output of

the A/D converter v¢[k] is a binary code of v,[k] that is given by
vilk] = Y Pv [k, (3.11)

In regulation applications, the zero error bin represents the quantiza-
tion level at the sensed signal v, and can be regulated by multiplying to
the sensing gain (Hs = 25). Then, the digital sequence v¢[k] compares
with the control setpoint V,.¢[k|. The resulting of this comparison is a
regulation error e[k] that will be processed by the digital compensator

in the next section. The setpoint value is identified by
Viep = Hs - v = 0.25, (3.12)

where, with the average current inductor regulated in 1A, the sensing
signal is equal to
Vs = Rsense - I = 0.01. (3.13)

In this case the Full-scale range (Vpg) is equal to 1V that in this range
exist the resolution of 11 bit, with digital value equal to 21 = 2048. As
it defiend in equation (3.12), with the setpoint value (V,.s) of 0.25V it
has the digital value equal to 512.
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Figure 3.10: Digital compensator process diagram

3.3 Digital compensator

The digital compensator updates the control command u[k] on a switching

cycle basis from the regulation error e[k], and it’s equal to
elk] = vyeslk] — viK]. (3.14)

The block diagram of digital compensator is illustrated in Fig. 3.10.
Some known strategies for design of the compensator transfer function G.(s)

are expressed at the follow:

e Lead (PD) compensator
This type of compensator is a proportional-derivative controller and it
can improve the phase margin. A zero with a frequency f, lower than
the crossover frequency f., is added to the loop gain of the compensator
and causes to differentiate the error signal. Also the controller contains
a pole response at f,. As a result the compensator transfer function

includes a zero and pole, that is defined by

Ge(s) = Gy, (1 i “’_) (3.15)

1+ =

e Lag (PI) compensator
This type of compensator is a proportional-integral controller and is
used to increase the low frequency loop gain. An inverted zero with a

frequency f; lower than the crossover frequency f., is added to the loop
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gain of the compensator and causes to integrate the error signal. It is
described by

Go(s) = G (1 + %) (3.16)

e (PID) compensator
This compensator is proportional-integral-derivative controller and can
be combined the properties of PD and PI compensators. PID compen-
sator by integrating the error signal at low frequencies can improve
the steady-state response, and by improving the phase margin at high

frequencies can have a good transient behaviour.

For designing the compensator, two techniques are discussed at the follow.

3.3.1 Continuous-time modeling approach

Continuous-time model is the pure s-domain approach. Based on av-
eraged small-signal models explained in previous section for analog control
design. The block diagram of this modelling is illustrated in Fig. 3.11. As
seen, the proportional,integral and derivative gains (K, K;, K, respectively),
can be regulated independently. Equation of the analog PID compensator

can be described by

u(t) = up(t) + ui(t) + uq(t)

(3.17)
= Kye(t) + K, / e(r)dr + Ky dzgf),
in the s-domain
B Cus) K;
GPID(S) = GC(S) = e(s) = Kp + s + SKd‘ (318)

As the modulator and converter are modeled in the continuous-time domain,

the uncompensated loop gain of Boost converter is equal to
TU(S) = Gid(S)GDPWM(S>RsenseKADeistPWM- (319)

After a continuous-time control transfer function G.(s) is determined via

analog control design, can be continued with its discretization.
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Figure 3.11: Continuous-time PID compensator digram
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Figure 3.12: Discrete-time PID compensator diagram



36

3. Digital average current control of Boost converter

3.3.2 Discretization-based modeling approach

The method based on impulse response discretization and converts a
continuous-time system into a discrete-time system [12, 13]. So the com-

pensator can be defined by transforming the s-domain into the z-domain:

Gpip(z) = G.(2) = K, + : K + Kg(1— 271, (3.20)

_ 1
As is illustrated in Fig. 3.12.
According to the discretization-based approach, the continuous-time uncom-

pensated loop gain (3.19) must be discretized by
T.(2) =T, Z[T,(s)], (3.21)

where Z[T,(s)] defines the operation of impulse-invariant discretization, that
can be performed by using Matlab command c2d.
Various methods exist to synthesize G.(z). One is the bilinear transform

method that is explained as follow.

3.3.2.1 Bilinear transform design

As a first step, the uncompensated loop gain 7,(z) and the designed
compensator transfer function G.(z),are mapped into an analog equivalent.

So it needs to transfer from z-domain to p-domain by mapping principle of

1+p%
z(p) = . (3.22)
1-— p%
The result of this mapping is the compensator function defined as
G'(p) = G(2(p))- (3.23)

Then the compensator designed in p-domain is brought to the z-domain by

an inversion map
) 21—zt
Z) = 4w——
b T,14 27V

and now, can be implemented into the digital controller.

(3.24)

Therefore T}, (p) has been acquired from the bilinear transform of T,,(z), where
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Figure 3.13: Bode plot of the uncompensated loop gain T, (z)

T.(z) is mentioned through (3.21). Target is to synthesize a digital com-
pensator from frequency-domain specifications as control bandwidth w,. and
phase margin ,),.
In the case of study, ¢,, = 45° and crossover frequency is equal to f. = f5/10.
Then

we = 2m(12.5kHz) = 7.85 x 10%. (3.25)

By the crossover frequency which desired to control bandwidth, frequency
distortion represented by the bilinear transform has been neglected. As it
has been needed to compensate the frequency distortion, one of the solutions
is transform the control bandwidth specification w, into a corresponding spec-

ification w’, in the p-plane and define as prewarping operation

W = wytan —¢ = 8.12 x 10%, (3.26)
Wp
Where
2
wy = 2f, = 7 =25 % 10%. (3.27)

The bode plot of the uncompensated loop gain is illustrated in Fig. 3.13. As
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it seen, in the bode plot of the uncompensated loop gain, the magnitude and

phase at the desired crossover frequency will be express as

‘Tu(z =T = |T!(p = jwl)| = 1.94 x 1072,

. (3.28)
LTy (z = &™) = /T (p = jwl) = —105°.
Then, the uncompensated phase margin will be equal to
Omu =7+ LT, (p) =7 + LT, (2) = T5°. (3.29)

As it is reported in value of uncompensated phase margin, it dosen’t need to
improve the phase margin. So consider just a PI compensator for increasing
low-frequency loop gain. Obviously in PI compensator, derivative gain is
equal to zero (K4 = 0).

As following the bilinear transform design, the form of PI compensator in
the p-domain will be written as

() = Gl (1 + ‘%) (3.30)

By imposing the target phase margin prossess
LT'(p) = LT,(p) + £Gp1(p) = =7 + P, (3.31)

it follows

arctan(wm> = =1+ LT, (p) + Pm = Pm + Pmus
We

(3.32)
wpr = wWhtan (P — Pm) = 4.64 x 10%.
As for the crossover frequency limitation,
Grr(p)] - 1T5(p)] =1 (3.33)
Which yields
ol ! = 44.36. (3.34)

Ta(p)] - (/14 (525)?
So, the p-domain parameters (G, ,wps) have been determined at above,

the PI gains K, K; (proportional and integral gains) of digital compensator
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by the conversion equations from p-domain to the z-domain are calculated

as

Where

Then

The z-domain
Fig. 3.14.

K1+
/ — K et Wp
Pr(p) p T T. p
K;
/PIoo = KP + 77
w
wpr = 1 Z;I];p
K, =Gt <1 - @) = 36.12,
Wp
2
Ky =Gy 2P — 16.49.
Wp

(3.35)

(3.36)

(3.37)

compensator loop gain T'(z) = D.(2)T,(z) is illustrated in
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Figure 3.15: (a) Counter-based DPWM diagram (b) associated waveform
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3.4 Digital pulse width modulation(DPWM)

The function of DPWM generates a square wave as a pulse with duty
cycle d[k] proportional to control command u[k] that is acquired on a sam-
pling rate [14]. In this case consider a counter-based DPWM for generating
C(t), which is illustrated its diagram in Fig. 3.15. The N, = 200 counter
clocked at frequency fgr = 50 MHz and generates PWM carrier r[f.] with
amplitude N, and period T;. Time resolution can be determined by 7. The
clocked frequency f. is proportional to switching frequency fs, number of

bit nppws and can be expressed by
Tclk - Ts - 2NPPWM (338)

In the counter, as a number of the bits nppy s goes higher, therefore resolu-
tion goes higher too. In DPWM, the input control command u[k] is compared
with the PWM carrier r[fy] on a clock cycle, so a pulse is produced with

duty cycle as

ulk]
dlk| = 3.39
M= (3:39
and in the steady-state is equal to
U
D=—. 3.40
- (3.40)
Where
Farp T
N, = = ) 3.41
fs Tclk ( )

Therefore, the duty cycle D depends on the control command and carrier
amplitude.

The minimum duty cycle resolution can be defined by

1 1

- )
N, ONDPWM

and minimum command variation of the modulator can be defined by

Ny

IMppwa

¢u = qpN; = (3.43)



42

3. Digital average current control of Boost converter

On the other hand, gp produces a variation qq()oDPWM) by

oM
qifPWM) £ 94D, (3.44)

I

as in the Boost converter M (D) =1/(1 — D), it is estimated by

1 q V,

(DPWM) > ______ Y qp = =9 __ 3.45
QUO (1 _ D)Q qu Nr (1 - D)2 ( )
The three types of counter based technique modulators are trailing-edge,

leading-edge, and symmetrical (triangle-wave) modulator.

3.4.1 Modulation Delay

The modulation delay is an important part of digital control design for
setting the necessary delay time in digital modulator. The small signal fre-

quency response of PWM can be defined by
GPWM(jw) == APWM(jw)e_j“’PWM. (346)

The function Apy s is a real value approximately equal to 1/N, with negli-
gible loss in modeling design. on the other hand, tppy s is the small signal

delay and depends on the type of modulation and duty cycle D.

e Trailing-edge modulation
In this type of modulation, the counter is an up counter. As, the
DPWM is turned on by the clock signal and is turned off by output
of the comparator. The waveform for the trailing-edge modulation is
illustrated in Fig. 3.16. As seen, the time delay of DPWM is equal to

tppwy = DTy. (3.47)
So, the expression of small signal frequency response is equal to

. 1 .
Gpwure(jw) = N ° JjwDTs (3.48)

T
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e Leading-edge modulation
In this type of modulation, the counter is a down counter. As, the
output of the comparator is turned on the DPWM pulse and DPWM
is turned off at the end of switching cycle. The Fig. 3.17, is illustrated
the waveform for the leading-edge modulation. as seen, the time delay
of DPWM is equal to

tDPWM = (1 — D)TS, (349)
So, the expression of small signal frequency response is equal to

Gpwum,Le(Jw) = Nie_jw(l_D)Ts- (3.50)
e symmetrical modulation

In this type, the counter is an up-down counter. In one half of the
switching cycle the counter operation is as either up or down and in
the other half of the cycle its operation is as either down or up. So, half
of the switching cycle is same as the leading edge and other half is same
as the trailing edge. Therefore, in this modulation both of turn on and
turn off delay times exists. The Fig. 3.18, is illustrated the waveform
for the symmetrical DPWM. as seen, the time delay of DPWM is equal
to

T

tppwym = E, (351)

So, the expression of small signal frequency response is equal to

. I
GPWM,Symm(jw) = Fe e (352)

r

In this case study, in digital current mode control of boost converter,
exist an symmetrical modulation as DPWM modulator with time delay
equal to Ts/2.
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Figure 3.16: Trailing-Edge modulation
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Figure 3.17: Leading-Edge modulation
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Figure 3.18: Summetrical modulation



46

3. Digital average current control of Boost converter




Chapter 4

Simulation and results

4.1 Open-loop system

The first, operate the Boost converter in open-circuit without any feed-
back of the regulator, which the values of its parameters are reported in
table. 3.1. The model of the system in Matlab program is reported in ap-
pendix A by Fig. A1, and Matlab code for this model is given in appendix B
part B.1. Also the Boost converter block diagram and PWM block diagram
are reported on appendix A by Fig. A2, Fig. A3. In order to achieve the
value of the output voltage 12 V, peak-to-peak inductor current ripple 2.3
A and peak-to-peak output voltage ripple 6 mV, represent the simulation
result in Fig. 4.1. As seen, the voltage of Boost converter amount has been
reached 12 V approximately with AV, = 6 mV. The inductor current has
peak-to-peak ripple amount 2.3 A.

4.2 Closed-loop system

Now consider the Boost converter with digital average current-mode con-
trol of inductor equal to 1 A that its block diagram reported in appendix A
by Fig. A4. As mentioned in previous sections, the converter is modulated by

a symmetrical modulator having a carrier amplitude N, = 200. The inductor
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Figure 4.1: Open loop waveforms in steady state: (Top: inductor current),

(Middle: output voltage), (Bottom: switch current)

current is sampled at the midpoints of the turn-on intervals and, the control

command ulk] latches at the valley point of each switching period.

4.2.1 Controlling with integral compensator

Let’s start first with integral compensator. The idea is a low band control
with frequency equal to f. =5 Hz, so it would be needed an small K;.

The integral compensator block digram in Matlab based on the code given in
appendix B part B.2, is reported in appendix A by Fig. A5. As seen, K, =0
and integral gain value K; calculated based on discretization approach, is
equal to 0.041. The Fig. 4.2 can be represented as simulation result of the

integral controller.

4.2.2 Controlling with PI compensator

Now with adding proportional gain as a PI compensator reported in ap-
pendix A by Fig. A6, based on the Matlab code in appendix B part B.3, the
inductor current can be controlled as shown the simulation result in Fig. 4.3.

As seen, the average value controlled of inductor current is equal to 1 A. The
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Figure 4.2: Closed-loop waveforms in steady state by integral compensator:
(Top: inductor current), (Middle: output voltage), (Bottom: sampled switch

current)

output Voltage of Boost converted amount has been reached approximately
to 12 V and, average value of the switch current (i) is equal to 1 A that
is sampled at the midpoint of the on state switching period. The stabled
sample signal is illustrated in blue.

In the following, consider the transient function at the switching frequency.
With step-up transient in the load current of the Boost converter from 416
mA to 466 mA, Fig. 4.4 illustrates the simulated closed-loop response. As
seen, with this transient the inductor current and switch current remain in
the steady state situation, and the output voltage is changed. Obviously
with keep on adjusting the input current i,,(¢), the input voltage Vj, is fixed.
It means that it is absorbing the same power. As a result, the same power
exists on the load with assuming unitary efficiency n = 1. So with increasing
the load current I,, the output voltage V, must be decreased and reaches to
its steady-state (the minimum value), which is shown clearly in the Fig. 4.5.

With step-up transient in the input voltage V; of the Boost converter from
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Figure 4.3: Closed loop waveforms in steady state by PI compensator: (Top:
inductor current), (Middle: output voltage), (Bottom: sampled switch cur-

rent)

5V to 6 V, Fig. 4.6 illustrates the simulated closed-loop response. As seen,
when the input voltage V, is increasing, the inductor must throw the load on
the capacitor. So there will be a transient condition and then it will back to
normal with averaged value equal to 1 A. There is also this same situation for
the switch current and its sample signal. On the other hand, with increasing
the input voltage V,, also the input power is increased. Then the power on
the load is increased by increasing the output power. So the output voltage
V, must be increased and reaches to its steady-state (the maximum value).

With step-up transient in the set point value V.. from 0.25 to 0.375, Fig. 4.8
illustrates the simulated closed-loop response. As it mentioned, in the set
point value equal to 0.25, the system can be regulated the inductor averaged
current equal to 1 A, and with this increasing regulates the inductor aver-
aged current equal to 1.5 A. So as seen in the simulated response, it will be
a transient condition about 0.5 A increasing for averaged value of the induc-

tor current, switch current and its sampled signal. On the other hand with
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Figure 4.5: OQutput voltage response to 50mA step in output current
(416 mA — 466 mA)
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Figure 4.7: Output voltage response to 1V step in input voltage (b5V —
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Figure 4.8: Closed-loop response to 0.125 step in set point (0.25 — 0.375):
(Top: inductor current), (Middle: output voltage), (Bottom: sampled switch

current)

increasing the input current due to increased V., input power is increased
and because of absorption the same power at the output side, the output
voltage V,, must be increased and reaches to its steady-state (the maximum
value).

With transient in the set point value V,.; from 0.25 to 0.5, Fig. 4.10 illus-
trates the simulated closed-loop response. As a same at V,.; = 0.5, can be
regulated the inductor averaged current equal to 2 A. So exists a transient
condition about 1 A increasing for the inductor current, switch averaged
current and its sampled signal. Also with increasing the input current, the
output voltage V, will be increased and reaches to its steady-state (the max-
imum value).

To verify the phase margin of the system ¢,,, it is necessary injecting a per-
turbation at the output of the PI compensator with a frequency equal to the

f. and having an amplitude about of =, at the sample time 7}. Its block

10°
diagram is illustrated in Fig. 4.12.
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Figure 4.10: Closed-loop response to 0.25 step in set point (0.25 — 0.5):
(Top: inductor current), (Middle: output voltage), (Bottom: sampled switch

current)
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Figure 4.11: Output voltage response to 0.25 step in set point (0.25 — 0.5)

As it is known, before and after the injection point, signal amplitude is
connected at the system compensated loop gain T'(s). So as illustrate in

Fig. 4.13, the relation is equal to
oL = ~T(jwe) (4.1)

Then the phase is defined by
LZ—i =7+ LT (jwe) =7+ (=7 + ©m) = Pm. (4.2)
As illustrated the simulation result in Fig. 4.14, we have two signal u, and
u, before and after the injection point with the same amplitude and a time

difference AT between them, that is defined by

AT = 2, (4.3)

We

So the time difference value as it is shown, is equal to 0.01 ms. Therefore

the phase margin is verified by

180
©m = 0.78(rad) = 0.78 - — = 45°. (4.4)
7T
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Figure 4.14: w, and u, signals before and after injection
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Chapter 5

Experimental verification

5.1 Prototype

The block diagram of the digital current-mode controller used in the
project, is illustrated in Fig. 5.1. As shown, the process is included a Power

Board interfaced to an FPGA Board via a 40 pin 1/O connector.

5.1.1 Power board

The power board consists of a dc-dc Boost converter which its parameters
are reported in table. 3.1, with a current sensing channel H; and a A/D
converter. For the measurement, operate the Boost converter by connecting
the physical load R, = 22 ) to the converter output. It should be noted the
driver supply voltage is 14 V and the inductor saturation current Iy, sor = 3.8
A.

5.1.2 FPGA board

Now, the process is configuring and implementing the power circuit in
an actual FPGA device. FPGA is an integrated circuit designed that is
programmed by using a hardware description language VHDL realized in the

Quartus Prime software which is coded for this implementation [16]. Then

29
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Figure 5.1: The prototype block diagram, consist of a power board and a
FPGA board

can be measured the required values by importing control commands into the
PC-console, such as achieve V, = 12 V, must be set the control command U
into the PC-console of programming file in the open-loop operation. On the
other hand in the closed-loop operation, first it is needed to carried out all
calculations into the fixed-point arithmetic [15], as will be explained in the

next section, and then importing them into the PC-console.

5.2 Fixed-point controller implementation

In the A/D conversion, as it explained previously, the corresponding be-
tween the analog sensed signal vgense (introduced by multiplication of vg into
the current sensing Hy), and the A/D converted digital signal Osepse is il-
lustrated in Fig. 5.2. As seen, for inductor current regulated (1 A) that is
corresponded with (Tsense = 0.25 V), is necessary importing in the PC-console

an LSB value equal to 512. Now for defining the digitized error signal V..,
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Figure 5.2: Representation of the A/D range

it is calculated by subtracting the A /D converted output from the digital set
point:

[ﬁerr](l)z <= [‘7Tef](1)2 - [ﬁsense]cl)Q- (5.1)

it is neccesary to be noted, the digital set point expressed as a same bit of
A/D converter (11 bit).

The fixed-point implementation for the compensator obtained from Fig. 3.12,
is illustrated in Fig. 5.3. As shown, the main compensator coefficients are
quantized. In the following is described, quantization of the coefficients and
uprp-

The first is necessary an scaled coefficient, that is given by multiplication be-
tween the compensator scaling factor (A) and the compensator gains (K, K;,
K ;). The scaling factor is equal to the A/D converter quantization q‘(fo‘/ D) As
is mentioned previously, corresponding to (3.10), the A/D converter quanti-
zation step over a full scale voltage (1 V) is equal to 4.88 uV.

For the quantization of @p;p, consider first the proportional term @,. This
term can be obtained from a multiplication between the error signal and

proportional coefficient:
()% + [Kp] 5 % [Ter o™ (5.2)
Also the derivative term u, can be determined similarly:

[1g)%%  [K4)"% x [delta De] 3% (5.3)
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Which delta v, [k] is the differential between the previous error:
delta Vepy [k] = Vepr[k] — Verr [k — 1]. (5.4)

On the other hand, the integral term w; can be determined by adding the
two terms. One obtains a multiplication between the error signal and integral
coefficient as above, and the other obtains the integral saturation term @; 4.

Finally, the compensator control signal @p;p is determined by
Uprp = Uy + Ui sqr + Uq- (5.5)

As the integral term is a biased signal and needs the largest hardware dy-
namic range between the three control terms, it is necessary the alignment of
both proportional and derivative term to the integral term. The last step is
the saturation of tp;p to have the compensator output matching the DPWM
resolution. The block diagram of the fixed-point implementation of the PID
compensator is illustrated in Fig. 5.4.

The proposed regulator was experimentally tested, a VHDL code was writ-
ten for the corresponding regulator allowed in FPGA. for importing the HDL
values by PC-console, obviously for the PI compensator K4 gpr, = 0, and the
proportional and integral gains can be quantized by 10 bit over a scale of 279,

2713 respectively. Where the scaled coefficient is determined by

K, =X\ K, = (488 x 1079)(36.12) = 176 x 10*,

. (5.6)
K=\ K; = (488 x 107°)(16.49) = 8.04 x 107°.
So, their HDL values are equal to
K, = 0000001001 x 27° = 0.0175,9 — K, gps, = 66, 5

K; = 00001000010 x 273 = 0.00819 — K; zpr = 9.

In the integral compensator is existed just the integral term (K, ypr = 0,

Ky upr = 0) and its HDL value is given by

. - K;
K; = \K; = (488x107%)(0.041) = 2.04x10™° — K, ypr = PmE

~ 1. (5.8)
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Figure 5.3: Compensator realization with coefficient scaling and quantization

5.3 Experimental results

In this section the results of the experimental analysis will be presented,
that is consist of two parts. The output signals seen by oscilloscope, and
the regulator signals by the signal tap digital logic analyzer of the FPGA

console.

5.3.1 Open-loop characterization

For this measurement, is connected the electronic load to the converter
output and it is set to constant resistance mode with maximum R = 28 (.
By programming the FPGA using the quartus prime, can be set the control
command U to achieve the output voltage V, = 12 V. As the duty cycle
is constant D = 0.58, with the carrier amplitude N, = 200, the control

command is

U
D=~ — 116. :
U =116 (5.9)

r

By importing this value into the PC-console, can be seen the output signals
by the oscilloscope as illustrated in Fig. 5.5. As seen, the converter reached
12 V (yellow line), and in this value is existed an average input current equal

to 1 A (green line).
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5.3.2 Closed-loop characterization

For this measurement, is connected a passive resistance to the converter
output R = 22 Q. In this characterization need to set the sensing value for
regulating the required inductor current. Let’s start first with characteriza-

tion of the sensing channel.

5.3.2.1 sensing characterization

By programming the FPGA, as it mentioned can be set the sensing value
of 512 LSB to achieve the inductor average current 1 A. In case of inte-
gral compensator, also is imported the integral gain value f(z upr = 1 with
IN(pyHDL =0 and f(d,HDL = 0. After setting these values it can be seen there
are some difference between experimental and theoretical results. Like so is
regulated the average value 0.81 A of the inductor current by using 512 LSB.
It should be noted that, every 1 LSB, can be changed 1.95 mA according to

Irs 44
SEs 2895 mA. 1
2048~ 2048 P (5.10)

So 140 mA is needed to reach 1 A that is proportional to increasing 70 LSB:

140mA

— =70 LSB. A1
1.95mA 0LS (5.11)

Therefore 610 LSB must be used to achieve 1 A averaged regulated. So this
difference can be due to the offset. To acquire the offset value is needed to
measure average value of the inductor current at the set point value imported
which is done every 64 bits. The form of this measurement is reported in
Fig. 5.6. The measured sensed values are shown as red dots which compared
to the linear diagram of theoretical contents that shown in blue. Therefore

it can be seen in the line regression which shown in red with equation of
I, = 0.00171,.; — 0.059. (5.12)

It is necessary to mention, at above equation I, is described in LSB, also the

line equation in ampere. So the slope of this line is 0.0017 which is described
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Figure 5.5: The oscilloscope display of the open loop Boost converter outputs,

(Cy:gate pulse, v,:output voltage, i :inductor current)

in LSAB and also exist an offset value equal to 0.059 A. In the absence of
the offset, the measured dots must be started from zero like the line of the
theoretical values. As seen initial measured dots value is not starting from

zero. As stated before, the sensing value is equal to

[re =
Vsense = —rel - 025IL7

2048
— 0.00191;.

) I, (5.13)

0= 525 < 2018
Therefore, is almost compatible with its slope. On the other hand, by mul-
tiplication of the slope value 0.0017 into the full scale value 2048 can be
obtained the inductor average current equal to 3.48 A. So it is different from
the theoretical amount 4 A, because of existence the offset.
On the other hand, was seen in the output display by oscilloscope, the signals
move and have not constant values. As shown in Fig. 5.7 about the inductor
current waveform, the track not stopped and exist a wide of the variation. It
is because of a limit cycle which is happened with 12 bits quantization in the
A/D converter. Therefore it must reach a permanent regime in which the

output voltage fluctuates a little to an intermediate value at 1 A. So can be
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Figure 5.6: The Comparison between measured(red dots) and calculated(blue

line) sensed signal

reduced the resolution of the A/D converter by rounding the digitized signal.
In the VHDL code, it can be done by removing the first least significant bits
Nreduce, that is implemented by masking them from the A/D output. It can
be seen experimentally that is necessary to remove 6 bits to reach stability.
Also in theoretical calculation can be defined the number of bits that needed
to be removed. As qap must be greater than qppy yr, number of reduced bits
described by

1 21 -
(AD) (DPW M) L 9D
q > q =
2n,reduce 1—D (514)
2mreduce 5 435 = Nyeduce = 6.
Where
ol 2V, 21
(opwm) _ 9L Vg 4D _ 4L 5.15
1 o0 =R, G-pp 1-p w BB
with ¢p = =+. Now with removing 6 bits, the set point value must be

Ny
rounded by a coefficient of 26 = 64 bits. Then by % can be produced

the value required as 576 LSB or 640 LSB. Therefore can be reached a stable
system with the average inductor current 1 A regulated, as shown in Fig. 5.8.

As it mentioned by removing bit, certain limit cycle point disappeared.
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Figure 5.9: The oscilloscope display of the inductor current persistence, with
removing 6 bits at I, =1 A(l,.; = 576 LSB)

As seen in Fig. 5.9, the track stops moving and wide of the variation in
the inductor current signal is a negligible value (6 mA), it means that the
waveform remains constant forever. Also can be seen the sensing and A/D
signal acquisition. The Fig. 5.10 shows the graphic of its digital signals.
As seen, the limit cycle is eliminated and switch current is sampled at the
midpoint of the on state switching by a constant sensed signal as 576 LSB. It
should be noted, the switching current has a small transient at the beginning
of each period. Also there are 2048 samples with 8 us period interval. As it
mentioned previously, A/D is sampled at 50 MHz and the sensing signal is
sampled at the switching frequency 125 KHz. Then the output signal of the

integral compensator is an constant signal.

5.3.2.2 PI compensator characterization

In the case of PI compensator, are imported the gain values as f(n HDL =
66, f(aHDL =09, f(d,HDL = 0. As is seen in the sensing characterization,
based on chart of Fig. 5.6, must put 610 LSB to regulate 1 A for the inductor
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Figure 5.10: The graphic of the A/D acquisition by integral compensator:
(a) switch current(blue) and sensing signal(red line), (b) the integral com-

pensator output
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Figure 5.11: The oscilloscope display of the Boost converter outputs, used
PI compensator with removing 6 bits at I, = 1 (I,.; = 576 LSB), (Cs:gate

pulse, v,:output voltage, iy:inductor current).

averaged current. Also to eliminate the limit cycle must remove 6 bits. The
output display is shown in Fig. 5.11 and Fig. 5.12, which the waveforms
remain stable. The Fig. 5.13 shows the graphic of its digital signals. As
seen, the limit cycle is eliminated by constant sensed signal at 576 LSB and
the output signal of the PI compensator determined by w, + w; which has a
constant value.

To verify the sensing gain Hg = 25, is needed to measured the sensing value
Usense and the average inductor current I; as follows. As seen in Fig. 5.11,
the average inductor current is 0.9 A, in the Fig. 5.12 it is equal to 1.02A
and the difference between them is Al;, = 120 mA. Al is corresponding to
the 64 bits difference between the two implementation value as 576 LSB and
640 LSB that is defined by

A= 195 ma.

5018 (5.16)

The sensing value measured on the power board at the 576 LSB is 141.8 mV,
and at the 640 LSB is 171.2 mV. The difference between them is equal to
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Figure 5.12: The oscilloscope display of the Boost converter outputs, used
PI compensator with removing 6 bits at I, = 1 (I,.; = 640 LSB), (Cs:gate

pulse, v,:output voltage, iy :inductor current).

29.4 mV. Therefore

AUSG’RS@

=0.24
Al 0
0.24 (5.17)
= H, = = 24.
Rsense

To regulate the average current 1.5 A is required 768 LSB as the set point
value. But because of the offset as shown in the diagram of Fig. 5.6, must
be imported 900 LSB. As seen before, with 768 LSB can be regulated 1.24
A. So according to (5.11), is needed to increasing 132 LSB to reach 1.5 A.
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Figure 5.13: The graphic of the A/D acquisition by PI compensator with

removing 6 bits at I,.; = 576 LSB: (a) switch current(blue) and sensing

signal(red line), (b) the PI compensator output
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Figure 5.14: The oscilloscope display of the Boost converter outputs, used PI
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pulse, v,:output voltage, iy:inductor current)
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Figure 5.15: The oscilloscope display of the Boost converter outputs, used PI
compensator with removing 6 bits at I, = 1.5 A(I,.y = 960 LSB), (Cy:gate

pulse, v,:output voltage, iy:inductor current)
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The oscilloscope display with eliminated limit cycle at 896 LSB and 960
LSB are shown in Fig. 5.14 and Fig. 5.15. As seen, the average inductor
current at the 896 LSB and 960 LSB is equal to 1.43 A, 1.55 A respectively.
Also the sensing value measured on the power board are 278.7 mV (at 896
LSB) and 308.4 mV (at 960 LSB). Therefore the sensing gain can be verified
by

AVgense  29.7TmV

= =0.24
Al 20mA 0
0.24 (5.18)
— H, = — = 24,
Rsense

Also, the eliminated limit cycle in the scale of regulated 1.5 A is illustrated
by digital signals graphic in Fig. 5.16.

To regulate the average current 2 A is needed to importing 1024 LSB as the
set point value. Also here must be importing 1160 LSB due to the offset.
To achieve a constant waveform without limit cycle is required 1152 LSB
or 1216 LSB by removing 6 bits. The oscilloscope display is illustrated in
Fig. 5.17. The eliminated limit cycle can be seen by graphic of the digital
signals in Fig. 5.18. As is described the transient discussion previously, for
transition in the set point value, the first is necessary to enable a periodic
step variation by acting on the switch intended in the FPGA board. Then
can be imported the desired value of the transition by the reference step in
PC-console. Also the step reference is an 11 bit signed word. In transition
from 1 A to 1.5 A, the set point value must be transferred from 576 LSB
to 896 LSB. Therefore the step reference imported is 320 LSB. The output
display of this transition is shown in Fig. 5.19. As seen, the inductor aver-
aged current has a transient of 0.5 A increasing every switching period. Also
for the output voltage this increase is done. The digital sensing acquisition
which sampled in 1024, change with a difference equal to the step value. Its
graphic is illustrated in Fig. 5.21.

As a same condition, in transition from 1 A to 2 A, the set point has a tran-
sition from 576 LSB to 1152 LSB. So the required reference value is 576 LSB
that its display is illustrated in Fig. 5.20. Also the inductor averaged current
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Figure 5.17: The oscilloscope display of the Boost converter outputs, used PI
compensator with removing 6 bits at I, = 2 A(l,.; = 1152 LSB), (Cy:gate

pulse, v,:output voltage, iy:inductor current)

has a transient of 1 A increasing every switching period. The Fig. 5.22 illus-
trates the graphic of digital sensing acquisition which changed in step value

equal to 576 LSB, also the PI compensator output is changed identically.
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signal(red line), (b) the PI compensator output
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Appendix B

Matlab script

B.1

BRSNS

K e o KKK K K A K K K KK K K KK K K K K K K K K K
Open-loop Boost converter

Initialization script

K K o o o o o O o O o o o o K ok K Ok K K Ok

close all;

clearvars;

clc;

%
fs
Ts
%
Ve

0,
(4

L
rL
C
rC
%

Switching frequency and period

= 125e3;

= 1/fs;

Input wvoltage

= 5;

Boost parameters

= 10e-6; VA Inductance

= 0.05; VA Inductor parasitic resistance
= 311e-6; VA Capacitance

= 0; VA Capacitor series resistance

Load resistance

87
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20 R = 28;
21 ) PWM
22 D = 0.58;
23 Nr = 200; 7 PWM carrier amplitude
2a U = Dx*Nr; VA Modulating signal
25 M = 1/(1-D);
26 /) Simulation time
27 Tsim = 20e-3;
B.2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

N X X

0,
(4

K e e o o oK K K KK K KK K K K KK K K K K K K K K
Closed-loop Boost converter

Initialization script

EEEEE R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

close all;

clearvars;

clc;
3
fs
Ts

3
Vg
Vo

D
Vref
%

Switching frequency and period

= 125e3;

= 1/fs;

Input woltage and output wvoltage
= 5;
= 12;

(Vo-Vg)/Vo;

0.25;

power rating
= 5;

Output current at full load
= 0.41;

boost parameters

setpoint
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L = 10e-6;

rL = 30e-3;

C = 3lle-6;

R = 28.8;

VA PWM Resolution and Carrier amplitude
ndpwm = 14;

Nr = 200;

% current sensing gain

Rsense = 10e-3;

Z PWM small-signal delays

tpwm = Ts/2;

sampling_vect = [0 Ts];

Ve A/D and DPWM (Quantization

qAD = 1/2°11;

qu = Nr/2 " ndpwm;

% Semsing gain

Hs = 25;

VA Equivalent quantization on wvout
qPWMo = (qu/Nr)*(Vg/(1-D)~2);
qADo = gAD/(Rsensex*Hs);

VA Simulation time

Tsim = 20e-3;

4 KA KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK A KK KKK K KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK

B

I Compensator design with the discretization-based

B

approach

B

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

B

s—-domain modeling of the control-to-output

B

transfer function

tf(’s’);

delta = 1+(s*(rL+Rsense)*R*C+s*L)/((1-D) "2*R+rL+
Rsense)+(s"2*L*C)/((1-D) "2+(rL+Rsense)/R);

S
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52 Gids = [2%Vox*x(1+s*RxC/2)]/[(rL+Rsense+(1-D) " 2%R)*
53 deltal;

54 Gids.inputdelay = tpwm;

55 A s—-domain uncompensated loop gain

56 Tus = (1/Nr)*Gids*Rsensex*xHs;

57 z-domain uncompensated loop gain

ss (impulse response discretization)

50 Tuz = c2d(Tus ,Ts, ’imp’);

60 Angular crossover frequency and phase margin

61 WC = 2%pixb5;

62 phim = (pi/180) *45;

63 Magnitude and phase of Tuz at wc

6+ [m,p] = bode (Tuz ,wc) ;

65 Uncompensated phase margin

66 phim_u = pi+(pi/180)*p;

o7 Prewarping on wc

6s WCPW = (2/Ts)*xtan(wc*xTs/2);

6 Discrete-time I - additive form (’bilinear’ type)
o Ki = (Ts*xwcpw)/(m*sqrt (1+(wcpw*Ts/2)"2))

o/ z-domain PI transfer function

2 Z = tf(’z’,Ts);

7 Dz = Ki/(1-z"-1);

/4 z—-domain compensated loop gain

75

Tz = Dz*xTuz;
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B.3

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]

AR

PI Compensator design with the discretization-—

B

based approach

EEEEEEEEEEEEE S SRR R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESES

B

s—-domain modeling of the control-to-output

B

transfer function

s = tf(’s’);

delta =1+(s*(rL+Rsense)*R*xC+s*L)/((1-D) "2*xR+rL+
Rsense)+(s"2%L*C)/((1-D)~"2+(rL+Rsense)/R);

Gids = [2%xVox*x(1+s*R*C/2)]/[(rL+Rsense+(1-D) " 2%R)*
deltal;

Gids.inputdelay = tpwm;

7 s—-domain wuncompensated loop gain

Tus = (1/Nr)*Gids*Rsensex*Hs;

A z—-domain uncompensated loop gain

VA (impulse response discretization)

Tuz = ¢2d(Tus,Ts,’imp’);

VA Angular crossover frequency and phase margin
we = 2%pix12.5e3;

phim = (pi/180)%45;

A Definition of wp

wp = 2/Ts;

VA Magnitude and phase of Tuz at wc

[m,p]l = bode (Tuz, wc) ;

A Uncompensated phase margin

phim_u = pi+(pi/180)*p;

A Prewarping on wc

wcpw = (2/Ts)*tan(wc*Ts/2) ;

A PI design
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30 WPI = wcpw*tan (phim_u-phim);

31 GPIinf = 1/m/sqrt (1+(wPI/wcpw) ~2);

52 /) Discrete-time PI - additive form (’bilinear’type)
33 Kp = GPIinf*(1-wPI/wp)

sa Ki = GPIinf*2*xwPI/wp

35 z-domain PI transfer function

3% Z = tf(’z’,Ts);

s7 Dz = Kp+Ki/(1-z"-1);

38

39

z-domain compensated loop gain

Dz*xTuz;
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