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Abstract 

 

ENGLISH 

The present study fits into a broader body of work that can be traced back to the so-called Propaganda 

mRGHO��DQ�DQDO\WLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�GHYHORSHG�E\�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�

efforts aimed at manufacturing public support for its foreign policies. More specifically, this thesis 

sets out to attest whether the US administration is taking active steps to build propaganda narratives 

that seek to contain its current strategic competitor, China, in an effort to maintain its position of 

hegemony in world affairs. However, proving intent is always a challenging task: there might be 

YDULRXV� UHDVRQV� EHKLQG� :DVKLQJWRQ¶V� GHVLUH� WR� OLPLW� %HLMLQJ¶V� LQFUHDVLQJ� FORXW�� 7KHUHIRUH�� WKH�

objective of this thesis is to examine the narrative around a specific issue i.e., abuses against Muslim 

minorities in China, and assess whether the increasingly hostile tones adopted by the administration 

towards China are the result of genuine concerns over human rights violations or whether they are 

merely following the economic and political interests of dominant elites. To this end, another 

comparable situation i.e., abuses against the Muslim community in India, is also studied. A 

quantitative content analysis was chosen as methodology to dissect and scrutinise a total of 92 news 

articles published by The New York Times over a two-year period (2020-2021). As anticipated, the 

DQDO\WLFDO� IUDPHZRUN� WKDW� JXLGHV� WKLV� VWXG\� LV� +HUPDQ� DQG� &KRPVN\¶V� SURSDJDQGD� PRGHO�� LQ�

conjunction with RoEHUW�(QWPDQ¶V�FDVFDGLQJ�DFWLYDWLRQ�PRGHO��7KH�ILQGLQJV�RI�WKLV�ZRUN�LOOXVWUDWH�

how the US government is indeed instrumentalising the human rights narrative to depict China as a 

wicked state that deserves US hostility: the coverage of abuses against Muslim communities in China 

is significantly more intensive and aggressive than that reserved to Muslim minorities in India. The 

reasons for this difference in tones can only be political in nature, given that they are merely a 

reflection of elite interests. 

 

Keywords:  China, US, Propaganda model, Cascading activation model, Media, Foreign policy 

 

 

POLSKI 

1LQLHMV]H�VWXGLXP�ZSLVXMH�VLĊ�Z�V]HUV]\�QXUW�SUDF�� NWyU\FK�SRF]ąWNL�VLĊJDMą� WDN�]ZDQHJR�0RGHOX�

propagandy - analitycznych ram opracowanych przez Hermana i Chomsky¶ego w celu 
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]LGHQW\ILNRZDQLD�Z\VLáNyZ� U]ąGX�86$� ]PLHU]DMąF\FK� GR�Z\WZRU]HQLD� VSRáHF]QHJR� SRSDUcia dla 

MHJR� SROLW\NL� ]DJUDQLF]QHM�� 0yZLąF� GRNáDGQLHM�� FHOHP� QLQLHMV]HM� SUDF\� MHVW� sprawdzenie czy 

DGPLQLVWUDFMD�DPHU\NDĔVND�SRGHMPXMH�DNW\ZQH�NURNL�Z�FHOX�VWZRU]HQLD�QDUUDFML�SURSDJDQGRZ\FK��

NWyUH� PDMą� QD� FHOX� SRZVWU]\PDQLH� REHFQHJR� VWUDWHJLF]QHJR� NRQNXUHnta - Chin - Z� GąĪHQLX� GR�

XWU]\PDQLD�SR]\FML�KHJHPRQD�Z�VSUDZDFK�ĞZLDWRZ\FK��8GRZRGQLHQLH�LQWHQFML�MHVW�MHGQDN�]DZV]H�

WUXGQ\P�]DGDQLHP��]D�GąĪHQLHP�:DV]\QJWRQX�GR�RJUDQLF]HQLD�URVQąFHM�VLá\�SU]HELFLD�3HNLQX�PRJą�

VWDü� UyĪQH� SRZRG\�� 'ODWHJR� WHĪ� FHOHP� QLQLHMV]HM� SUDF\� MHVW� ]EDGDQLH� QDUUDFML� ZRNyá� NRQNUHWQHM�

NZHVWLL��WM��QDGXĪ\ü�ZREHF�PQLHMV]RĞFL�PX]XáPDĔVNLFK�Z�&KLQDFK��L�RFHQD��F]\�FRUD]�EDUG]LHM�ZURJLH�

WRQ\� SU]\MPRZDQH� SU]H]� DGPLQLVWUDFMĊ� ZREHF� &KLQ� Vą� Z\QLNLHP� DXWHQW\F]QHJR� ]DQLHSRNRMHQLD�

áDPDQLHP� SUDZ� F]áRZLHND�� F]\� WHĪ� Z\QLNDMą� MHG\QLH� ]� HNRQRPLF]Q\FK� L� SROLW\F]Q\FK� LQWHUHVyZ�

GRPLQXMąF\FK�HOLW��:�W\P�FHOX�SU]HDQDOL]RZDQR�UyZQLHĪ�LQQą�SRUyZQ\ZDOQą�V\WXDFMĊ��WM��QDGXĪ\FLD�

ZREHF�VSRáHF]QRĞFL�PX]XáPDĔVNLHM�Z�,QGLDFK��-DNR�PHWRGRORJLĊ�Z\EUDQR�LORĞFLRZą�DQDOL]Ċ�WUHĞFL��

Z�UDPDFK�NWyUHM�SU]HDQDOL]RZDQR����DUW\NXá\�LQIRUPDF\MQH�RSXEOLNRZDQH�SU]H]�G]LHQQLN�ÄThe New 

York Times´ Z�FLąJX�GZyFK� ODW� �����-������� -DN�SU]HZLG\ZDQR�� UDP\�DQDOLW\F]QH��NWyUH�QDGDMą�

kierunek temu badaniu, to model propagandy Hermana i Chomsky¶eJR�Z�SRáąF]HQLX�]�NDVNDGRZ\P�

PRGHOHP� DNW\ZDFML� 5REHUWD� (QWPDQD�� :\QLNL� WHM� SUDF\� LOXVWUXMą�� MDN� U]ąG� 86$� U]HF]\ZLĞFLH�

LQVWUXPHQWDOL]XMH�QDUUDFMĊ�R�SUDZDFK�F]áRZLHND��DE\�SU]HGVWDZLü�&KLQ\�MDNR�SDĔVWZR�QLHJRG]LZH��

NWyUH� ]DVáXJXMH� QD� ZURJRĞü� 86$�� UHODFMH� R� QDGXĪ\FLDFK� ZREHF� VSRáHF]QRĞFL� PX]XáPDĔVNLFK� Z�

&KLQDFK� Vą� ]QDF]QLH� EDUG]LHM� LQWHQV\ZQH� L� DJUHV\ZQH� QLĪ� WH�� NWyUH� GRW\F]ą� PQLHMV]RĞFL�

PX]XáPDĔVNLFK�Z�,QGLDFK��3U]\F]\Q\� WHM� UyĪQLF\� WRQyZ�PRJą�PLHü� MHG\QLH�FKDUDNWHU�SROLW\F]Q\��

MDNR�ĪH�RG]ZLHUFLHGODMą�RQH�LQWeresy elit. 

 

6áRZD�NOXF]RZH��&KLQ\��86$��PRGHO�SURSDJDQGRZ\��kaskadowy model aktywacji, media, polityka 

zagraniczna  
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CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

 

 

The history of relations between the US and China is extremely multifaceted, in the sense that these 

two countries, over the past decades, have been allies but also adversaries, depending on the various 

changes in international dynamics. The status of their relation has not always been relevant to the 

development of international affairs themselves: only very recently has it begun to be regarded as 

³the most LPSRUWDQW� ELODWHUDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG´1. Looking back at history is one of the 

preconditions for a deeper understanding as well as for any analysis efforts on the current state of 

their bilateral relation and the challenges and tensions but also cooperation opportunities that 

characterise it: the backbone of the foreign policy of virtually every country with a role in the 

international system today lies in its past. This assertion finds its theoretical foundations in path 

dependence theory DQG��PRUH�VSHFLILFDOO\��LQ�-DPHV�0DKRQH\¶V�understanding of path dependence2: 

he argues that there are two cases in which path dependence occurs i.e., self-reinforcing and reactive 

sequences. The present work follows the latter, namely the case of a reactive sequence, according to 

which ³the contingent period corresponds with a key breakpoint in history, while the deterministic 

pattern corresponds with a series of reactions that logically follow from this breakpoint´3. A practical 

example of such case ± which provides a useful reading of Chinese foreign policy to this day ± is the 

century of humiliation, a century in which the Chinese empire was subjected to various unjust treaties 

and instances of exploitation by Western forces. It is true that this occurrence was neither abrupt nor 

swift; however, it falls ZLWKLQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³NH\�EUHDNSRLQW´�because it can be circumscribed to a 

precise moment in history, and because it represented an intense shock for the Chinese civilisation 

whose development up until that point had advanced in almost absolute isolation from the rest of the 

world. Therefore, one of the goals of Chinese politics ever since that moment has been to vindicate 

such century of humiliations²a key element for the understanding of foreign policies adopted by the 

Chinese government to this day.  

 
 
1 Baijia Zhang, ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�FKDQJHV�LQ�6LQRဨUS UHODWLRQV�IURP�D�KLVWRULFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH´, China International Strategy 
Review 2 (2020): 1, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42533-020-00048-6. 
2 -DPHV� 0DKRQH\�� ³3DWK� 'HSHQGHQFH� LQ� +LVWRULFDO� 6RFLRORJ\´�� Theory and Society 29, no. 4 (2000): 507-548, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3108585. 
3 Ivi, 535. 

11:42252
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Similarly, foreign policies adopted by the US after the victorious outcome in World War II 

should be studied considering the implications of that victory, namely the establishment of the US as 

world hegemon in what was still a largely unipolar world. However, this is a case that follows the 

self-reinforcing sequence of path dependency, according to which ³the contingent period corresponds 

with the initial adoption of a particular institutional arrangement, while the deterministic pattern 

corresponds with the stable reproduction of this institution over time´4. The institutional arrangement 

in question is the reorganisation of power structures at the end of WWII, while the stable reproduction 

of this institution over time are all the policies and efforts that the US has taken over the years to 

maintain this position. However, now this institution, namely the 8QLWHG�6WDWHV¶�hegemonic position, 

is threatened by further rearrangements in the power structures of world affairs: realist theories on 

hegemonic war debated by a large number of scholars (among which Wallerstein, 1984; Gilpin, 1988; 

Kupchan, 1994; Allison, 2017) predict that, once the hegemon starts declining (economically but also 

in terms of values that it embodies), and feels threatened by a rising power, then it is more likely to 

engage in preventive measures to avoid such decline. In the worst case, the preventive measure is 

war²the considerations at the basis of the present study originate precisely from this insight: indeed, 

one of the issues that stimulated the reflections that brought to the formulation of the research question 

is whether war is still a viable preventive measure or whether, in this contemporary age, such 

preventive measures take different forms.  

 

1.2. Research Questions 

As a result of the considerations in the previous paragraphs, the following question was formulated 

as first attempt to understand what exactly was going to be the purpose of this work:  

 

Q: In the context of great power rivalry, is the US government resorting to propaganda 

techniques to try and build a biased narrative around its leading competitor, China, in order 

WR�FRQWDLQ�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�WKLV�FRXQWU\¶V�LQFUHDVLQJ�FORXW�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DIIDLUV�LV�SRVLQJ�

to US hegemony? 

 

However, the scope of such articulation was deemed too wide, and the question needed to be restricted 

to a more concise formulation. After some consideration, it was decided that the investigation would 

 
 
4 Ibid. 

12:51636
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focus on how the US-China rivalry was influencing the way in which these countries addressed issues 

concerning the opponent. For linguistic reasons, the choice fell on the analysis of narratives endorsed 

by the US against China: more specifically, this analysis of narratives will be conducted through the 

scrutinization of the reporting of a mainstream US publication i.e., the New York Times. The abuses 

that Muslim minorities in Xinjiang have been facing ever since the Chinese government has decided 

to eradicate terrorist extremism in the region in the early 2000s was selected as a case study. Similar 

abuses committed in another country, in this case India, were designated as yardstick against which 

to compare the quality of reporting. Therefore, two research questions have been formulated to 

structure and guide this content analysis of abuses against Muslim minorities in China and India: 

 

RQ1: Is the New York Times¶ coverage of abuses against Muslim minorities in Xinjiang biased 

in comparison to the coverage of similar abuses committed in another country e.g., India? 

 

RQ2: If so, can this biased narrative be defined as propaganda and be understood as arising 

from a larger situation i.e., the ongoing strategic competition between the US and China? 

 

1.3. Research Strategy 

The research design for the present investigation was constructed in the following manner: first, as 

anticipated, the case study of abuses against Muslim minorities in China and India was selected. The 

choice to explore a topic involving human rights was not accidental: the US has often used the human 

rights narrative to legitimise its position on various foreign policy issues, making it part of the aims 

of this work to inspect the role that it plays in this case study as well. Furthermore, the rights violations 

that Muslim communities are subjected to in China and India were selected not only because of their 

broad compatibility but also, more crucially for the purposes of the second research question, because 

RI�WKHVH�FRXQWULHV¶ stance towards Washington: one (India) can be considered if not an ally, then at 

OHDVW�D�³FOLHQW�VWDWH´ of the US, while the other (China) falls withLQ�WKH�³HQHP\�VWDWH´�FDWHJRU\��7KLV 

distinction is EDVHG�RQ�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�victim categorisations outlined in their propaganda 

model: indeed, they argue that victims of client states tend to be marginalised, obtaining only limited 

PHGLD� FRYHUDJH��ZKLOH�YLFWLPV�RI� HQHP\�VWDWHV� WHQG�³WR�EH� subject to more intense and indignant 

FRYHUDJH´5. The PM was chosen as analytical framework to guide this investigation, in conjunction 

 
 
5 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 21. 

13:11187
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ZLWK�5REHUW�(QWPDQ¶V�FDVFDGLQJ�DFWLYDWLRQ�PRGHO��As mentioned above, the reporting of the New 

York Times on abuses against Muslim minorities in China and India ± where a climate of intolerance 

against these minorities has been PRXQWLQJ� LQ� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� IROORZLQJ� WKH�JRYHUQLQJ�SDUW\¶V� RZQ�

Hindutva inclinations ± is the selected object of the inquiry. A quantitative content analysis was 

deemed to best fit the purposes of this work and was thus chosen as methodology to examine the 

UHOHYDQW� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� DUWLFOHV� UHWULHYHG� IURP� WKH� 1<7¶V� own archival functions using specific 

keywords �³&KLQD´ / ³,QGLD´�DQG ³0XVOLP´�DQG�³DEXVH´��and selecting a predetermined time frame 

(01/01/2020 ± 31/12/2021). 

 

1.4. Structure of the Thesis 

The next chapter offers a wide-ranging summary of the most important information about the 

contemporary history of China, with particular emphasis on the instances in which such history has 

crossed paths with that of the United States. Moreover, the chapter also includes a lengthy discussion 

on the state of US-China relations today²all this knowledge was deemed valuable as it explains the 

background against which this analysis is conducted.  

Chapter 3 focuses on one of the technical requirements of the research part i.e., the literature review. 

Providing a comprehensive overview of the most relevant literature in the field of political 

communication and discussing the specific theoretical dimensions that directed this investigation is 

important to signal to the reader to which body of existing research the present analysis can be 

ascribed to.  

Chapter 4 describes the methods employed in the present work and discloses why a quantitative 

content analysis approach, relying on the examination of a cluster of articles, and guided by the 

combination of two analytical tools described in the literature review, was chosen to answer the two 

research questions. 

Chapter 5 presents the results of the analysis. The chapter is organized following the five hypotheses 

that were formulated to find an answer to the research questions.  

Chapter 6 offers a discussion of the findings: each hypothesis is addressed individually, and the 

implications of the results obtained are briefly reviewed. The limitations of the study are debated in 

the perspective of formulating useful recommendations for future research. The thesis concludes by 

providing a concise answer to the research questions.   

14:29068
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CHAPTER 2 

China-US Relations: from History  

to Contemporary Issues 

 

 

As argued in the introduction of this work, to understand the contemporary world and its 

developments, it is crucial to first look at the past; the purpose of this chapter is therefore twofold: 

first, the focus will be on the history of China from the middle of the 19th century up until the end of 

the Cold war, and on highlighting the points in which such history encounters that of the US²how 

both countries responded to the challenges and changes of the international system and how, in turn, 

their mutable dynamics influenced the world, especially since the end of World War II. The second 

purpose of this chapter is to discuss the current state of the relationship between China and the US: 

questions such as how this relation can be framed and whether the competition between these two 

countries can amount to a new Cold war will drive the discussion. The structure of the chapter follows 

the dual nature of the questions that will be explored: there are two macro-sections, the first one 

dealing with the historical part, and the second one with the debate on the current Sino-American 

relationship. Before diving into the chapter, it might be useful to lay out some prerequisites that will 

serve as lens through which to read the facts that will be described in the next sections: these premises 

can be found in the preface of former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger¶V book, On China²

they are key elements in the understanding of the strategic thinking and policies adopted by the two 

countries. 

The first aspect is the exceptionality that characterises both countries. As Mr. Kissinger pointed 

out, ³ERWK� VRFLHWLHV� EHOLHYH� WKH\� UHSUHVHQW� XQLTXH� YDOXHV´6. On the one hand, American 

exceptionalism is of missionary QDWXUH��LQ�IDFW��³WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�*RG�SURYLGHV�D�ZDUUDQW�IRU�$PHULFD¶V�

mission´7 is at the core of its ideology²the so-called manifest destiny of the United States. The 

mission in question is, of course, the promotion of liberty or liberal democracy to the rest of the 

world8, a narrative which is used to justify certain decisions that the United States takes on the 

 
 
6 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), xvi. 
7 James W. Ceaser��³The Origins and Character of American Exceptionalism´��American Political Thought 1, no. 1, 
(Spring 2012): 10-11, https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/664595. 
8 Ibid. 

15:43161
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international level to this day. 2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��&KLQD¶V�H[FHSWLRQDOLVP�LV�cultural: as a matter of 

IDFW��³QR�RWKHU�FRXQWU\�FDQ�FODLP�VR�ORQJ�D�FRQWLQXRXV�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��RU�VXFK�DQ� LQWLPDWH�OLQN�WR�LWV�

ancient past and clDVVLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�RI�VWUDWHJ\�DQG�VWDWHVPDQVKLS´9 as China. It is object of debate 

for how long the Chinese civilization has existed: however, what is certain is that it is one of the 

oldest and largest civilisations that still maintains a strong presence in the modern world. What is 

even more impressive is that throughout its entire history, China managed to remain the touchstone 

of the East Asian international system, and this is what legitimises its cultural exceptionalism. It is 

no coincidence that China was formally known as zhongguo L�H��� WKH� ³0LGGOH� .LQJGRP´� RU� WKH�

³&HQWUDO�&RXQWU\´10, a wording which encloses both its strategical position and the role it played in 

its sphere of influence. /DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��&KLQD�QHYHU�HPEUDFHG�³WKH�$PHULFDQ�QRWLRn of universalism 

WR�VSUHDG� LWV�YDOXHV�DURXQG� WKH�ZRUOG´11: on the contrary, it was other civilizations coming to the 

Chinese empire to seek out its philosophies. 

The second premise, which to some extent is a corollary to the first premise, concerns the 

different interpretations that the US (and, more broadly, the Western world) and China give to the 

FRQFHSWV�RI�³LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV´�DQG�³GLSORPDF\´��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�KDYH�EHHQ�

understood through the balance of power concept for centuries: the idea is that, since there was no 

single state stronger than the others or no single religion with a strong enough authority to sustain 

universality12, states started to rely on this principle to regulate relations among themselves. 

International relations in China are viewed differently: throughout its history, the Chinese civilization 

KDV�³QHYHU�HQFRXQWHUHG�VRFLHWLHV�RI�FRPSDUDEOH�FXOWXUH�RU�PDJQLWXGH´13. However, this does not mean 

that the Empire was never faced with the threat of an invasion from neighbouring peoples or other 

such dangers²according to the Chinese tradition, diplomacy mainly consisted in the manipulation 

of barbarians. Conflict, to the extent possible, should be avoided and barbarians should be used to 

keep in check other barbarians in a system that was essentially defensive. As Kissinger explains in 

On China�� WKLV� VWUDWHJ\� EDVHG� RQ� ³VXEWOHW\�� LQGLUHFWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� SDWLHQW� DFFXPXODWLRQ� RI� UHODWLYH�

DGYDQWDJH´14 is also reflected in wei qi, the most popular intellectual game in China, comparable to 

chess. With these premises in mind, it is possible to proceed to the next section, which will consist of 

an analysis of Chinese history from the Open-Door Policy to the end of the Cold war. 

 
 
9 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 2. 
10 Ivi, 3. 
11 Ivi, 17. 
12 Ivi, 16. 
13 Ivi, 17. 
14 Ivi, 23. 
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2.1. Early Stages of Western Incursion in China and the Open-Door Policy 

The starting point for this recollection of historical events is the 19th century and the violent and 

humiliating Western incursion in China, which brought along ± amongst other things ± the realisation, 

for the Chinese empire, that it was no longer the strongest and most prosperous civilisation, and that 

it had fallen behind as far as technological advancement was concerned. In fact, up until that moment, 

the Chinese empire was a satisfied empire, with little interest in conquest and exploration. The notion 

that China was a unique civilization was widespread among its elites and reinforced by the fascination 

that Chinese culture exercised on other nations. Chinese scientific and technological achievements, 

the size of its population and territory and its economic power were not less impressive: for instance, 

E\�������WKH�&KLQHVH�HPSLUH�³SURGXFHG�RYHU����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRUOG�*'3²an amount exceeding the 

GDP of Western Europe, Eastern Europe, and the United States combined´15. It is not a surprise that 

Western powers, including the United States, started taking interest in this country and its wealth. 

The process that brought China into the modern international system resulted LQ�³RQH�RI�WKH�

PRVW�ZUHQFKLQJ�VRFLDO��LQWHOOHFWXDO��DQG�PRUDO�VWUDLQV�RQ�&KLQHVH�VRFLHW\�LQ�LWV�ORQJ�KLVWRU\´16. Indeed, 

one of the most despicable aspects of the Western foray into China was the unrestricted trade of opium 

that Britain insisted on conducting even though this substance was banned in China. After initially 

considering the legalization of opium to be able to manage its sale, the Qing court ultimately decided 

to crack down and eradicate the EXVLQHVV��ZKLFK� OREE\LVWV� IRU� WKH� ³&KLQD� WUDGH´�SHUFHLYHG� DV� DQ�

unacceptable affront and, thus, decided to petition the British parliament for a declaration of war. The 

Opium war begun when the British government decided to order a blockade of all the main Chinese 

ports: in 1842 the Qing court, overwhelmed by the technological advantage of the British fleet, was 

forced to surrender, and to accept the humiliating conditions that the Treaty of Nanjing provided for. 

Not long after, US President John Tyler decided to seize the opportunity and send a mission to China 

to obtain similar concessions for the Americans17: the delegation managed to obtain the signing of 

the Wang Xia Treaty in 1844, which granted the US ³0RVW�)DYRXULWH�1DWLRQ´�VWDWXV��other Western 

powers also started acquiring the same status in rapid succession. The signing of these concessions 

PDUNHG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�³FHQWXU\�RI�KXPLOLDWLRQ´�IRU�&KLQD��ZKLFK�LV�FRPPRQO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�³D�

SHULRG� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� �����ZKHQ�&KLQD¶V� JRYHUQPHQW� ORVW� FRQWrol over large portions of its 

 
 
15 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 12. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ivi, 54. 
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WHUULWRU\�DW�WKH�KDQGV�RI�IRUHLJQHUV´18 and which is one of the key elements to understand the narrative 

behind the founding of modern China19. 

Western powers trying to take advantage of China were not the only factors that characterized 

WKH�FHQWXU\�RI�KXPLOLDWLRQ��&KLQD�KDG�WZR�DGGLWLRQDO�LVVXHV��5XVVLD¶V�H[SDQVLRQLVP�DQG�-DSDQ¶V�ZLOO�

to supplant China as East Asian power. While Western powers anG�5XVVLD�³RQO\´�ZDQWHG�WR�H[SORLW�

&KLQD¶V�ZHDOWK�DQG�KDG�OLWWOH�WR�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�GLVPDQWOLQJ�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI�the Chinese territory ± on 

the contrary, doing so would have resulted in more losses than gains for them ± -DSDQ�³KDG�QR�YHVWHG�

interest in the sXUYLYDO�RI�&KLQD¶V�DQFLHQW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RU�WKH�6LQRFHQWULF�ZRUOG�RUGHU´20. In fact, its 

JRDO�ZDV�WR�VXSSODQW�³Beijing as the center of a new East Asian international order´21: this aspect of 

-DSDQ¶V�H[SDQVLRQLVP�is crucial because it lies at the basis of the first and second Sino-Japanese wars 

that will be described shortly. Nevertheless, dHVSLWH� DOO� WKH� WKUHDWV� DQG� KXPLOLDWLRQV�� &KLQD¶V�

VWDWHVPHQ�PDQDJHG�WR�SUHVHUYH�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�FXOWXUDO�HVVHQFH�DQG�WHUULWRULDO�LQWHJULW\��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�

savvy use of the little margin of manoeuvre they still had, they were able to manage their decline 

through all the 19th century and up until the end of World War II. 

In parallel to the Opium war and the imposition of the unequal treaties on China, it is worth 

mentioning another episode that might be of little importance on the international stage, but that is 

essential to understand how American citizens in the mid-1800s perceived the Chinese. Indeed, the 

first Asian immigrants to enter the US ZHUH�SUHFLVHO\�&KLQHVH��³OXUHG�Wo California by the Gold Rush 

RI�����´22. By 1850 there were over 20,000 Chinese immigrants in the United States, a number that 

only increased when the construction of railroads all over the country begun, reaching a high of over 

100,000 Chinese in America by 188023. However, the increase of Chinese immigrants was also 

accompanied by the development of an anti-Chinese sentiment by Caucasian workers: this negative 

reaction with racist undertones was the result of a nationwide depression that hit the country in mid-

1870 combined with the ³threat´ that this new immigrant workforce was posing to wage levels and 

working conditions. This sentiment grew to the point that the US Congress decided to pass a bill that 

WRRN�WKH�QDPH�RI�³&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FW�RI�����´��Wo put it simply, no more Chinese immigrants 

 
 
18 $OLVRQ�$��.DXIPDQ��³7KH�&HQWXU\�RI�+XPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�&KLQD¶V�1DWLRQDO�1DUUDWLYHV´��Testimony before the US-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission +HDULQJ�RQ�³&KLQD¶V�1DUUDWLYHV�5HJDUGLQJ�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�3ROLF\´, March 
10, 2011, transcript available at: https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/3.10.11Kaufman.pdf. 
19 Ibid. 
20 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 58. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Xiaohua Ma, ³7KH�6LQR-$PHULFDQ�$OOLDQFH�'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�DQG� WKH�/LIWLQJ�RI� WKH�&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FWV´, 
American Studies International 38, no. 2 (June 2000): 40, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41279769. 
23 Ibid. 
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ZHUH�DOORZHG� WR� HQWHU�$PHULFD�� ,W�ZDV� WKH� ³ILUVW� UDFLDOO\� UHVWULFWLYH� LPPLJUDWLRQ� ODZ� LQ�$PHULFDQ�

KLVWRU\´24, which, as one could easily imagine, had long-term repercussions on China-US relations. 

What is more, this provision was only the first of many anti-Asiatic pieces of legislation: even more 

relevant is the fact that this anti-Chinese immigration policy was RQO\�UHYHUVHG�DIWHU�-DSDQ¶V�DWWDFN�

on Pearl Harbour, almost sixty years after the first Chinese Exclusion Act was enacted (and only 

EHFDXVH�LQ�WKDW�PRPHQW�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�³WKH�HQHP\�RI�P\�HQHP\�LV�P\�IULHQG´�FDPH�LQWR�SOD\�.  

Returning to the situation on the Asian continent, the Sino-Japanese war that took place in the 

years of 1894-��� IXUWKHU� H[SRVHG�&KLQD� WR� -DSDQ¶V� WHUULWRULDO� DPELWLRQV�� LQ� IDFW�� RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW�

LPSRUWDQW�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKLV�FRQIOLFW�ZDV�WKDW�LW�³HOLPLQDWHG�&KLQD�DV�D�FRQWHQGHU�IRU�LQIOXHQFH�LQ�

Korea and left a new competition to be played out between Japan DQG�5XVVLD´25. To makes matters 

worse (for China), the United States ± WKUHDWHQHG�E\�WKHVH�SRZHUV¶�ODUJHU�VSKHUHV�RI�LQIOXHQFH�LQ�$VLD�

± decided to take action and increase its presence on the continent26. In 1899 Secretary of State John 

Hay proclaimed the ³2SHQ�'RRU´� SROLF\�� D� SROLF\� LQWHQGHG� WR� JUDQW� WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� WKH� VDPH�

economic and strategic benefits as other imperialist countries in China. The Open-Door policy was 

FRPSOHWHO\� DEDQGRQHG� RQO\� ZLWK� -DSDQ¶V� RFFXSDWLRQ� RI� 0DQFKXULD� LQ� ������ ZKHQ� WKH� IRrmer 

FRORQLDOLVWV�VWDUWHG�FRRSHUDWLQJ�WR�GHIHQG�&KLQD¶V�WHUULWRULDO�LQWHJULW\�DJDLQVW�WKH�LQYDGHU�� 

 

2.2. End of the Empire, the Chinese Civil War and World War II 

Before proceeding to the second Sino-Japanese war and, subsequently, to World War II, there are a 

few more events worth mentioning. While the policy of Open Door was being proclaimed for the first 

time, the Qing dynasty was also dealing with a popular internal revolt, the Boxer Uprising. In the 

years of 1898-1900, people started a violent campaigQ�DJDLQVW�³IRUHLJQHUV�DQG�WKH�V\PEROV�RI�WKH�QHZ�

RUGHU� WKH\�KDG� LPSRVHG´27. To suppress this uprising and bring some order, an eight-power allied 

expeditionary force, including France, Britain, the United States, Japan, Russia, Germany, Austria-

Hungary, and Italy, was set up and sent to Beijing in 1900: the result of this expedition was another 

³XQHTXDO�WUHDW\´�HQIRUFLQJ�on China a cash indemnity and further occupation rights28. Shortly after, 

in 1912, the Qing dynasty collapsed, plunging the country into a period of warring states: the Chinese 

 
 
24 Ibid. 
25 0DULXV�%��-DQVHQ��6DPXHO�&��&KX��6KXPSHL�2NDPRWR�DQG�%RQQLH�%��2K��³7KH�+LVWRULRJUDSK\�RI�WKH�6LQR-Japanese 
:DU´��The International History Review 1, no. 2 (April 1979): 191±227, http://www.jstor.com/stable/40105728.  
26 The backdrop for this decision was the US victory in the Spanish-$PHULFDQ�:DU�RI�������ZKLFK�PDUNHG�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�
official entry into world affairs. 
27 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 86. 
28 Ivi, 87. 
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Republic was, in fact, led first by a president, nationalist leader Sun Yat-sen, then by a military leader, 

Yuan Shikai, and, finally, by regional governors and military commanders. In parallel, a new 

Communist movement was forming in the heartland of China: this movement grew until in 1921, 

with Soviet support, it managed to establish the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 

$IWHU�:RUOG�:DU�,��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�3UHVLGHQW�:LOVRQ¶V�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�VHOI-

determination in his Fourteen Points speech, Western powers had no longer any authority over 

Chinese territory²Russia was too busy dealing with its own internal revolution, and Germany was 

deprived of all its colonies. The only power left to threaten the independence of the Chinese territory 

was Japan: in the mid-1920s, the struggle over who controls China had been resolved with the Chinese 

Nationalist Party or Kuomintang (KMT) ± led by Chiang Kai-shek ± H[HUFLVLQJ�³nominal control 

over the entirety of the ancienW� 4LQJ� (PSLUH´29, while the CCP initially collaborated with this 

government. However, China was still too weak to defend itself and no other power was available to 

come to its rescue: this is how Japan managed to invade and occupy ± in a matter of a few days ± the 

Chinese province of Manchuria in September 1931 and set up a puppet state there. To make matters 

easier for Japan, between the end of the 1920s and the beginning of the 1930s the ideological 

confrontation between the KMT and the CCP turned into an all-out civil war: it was in this context 

that, after the 1935 Long March, Mao Zedong established himself as party leader of the CCP. So it 

was that by 1937 Japan controlled the largest harbour cities of China and had invaded the Eastern 

part of the country30, while the Nationalist government was forced to retreat to the inland city of 

Chongqing31. War crimes against the Chinese became commonplace32: rapes, depredations and 

destructions were only some of the offences reportedly perpetrated by the Japanese military. 

:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV�JUDGXDOO\�VWDUWHG�RSSRVLQJ�-DSDQ¶V�LQYDVLRQ��WKH�VDme countries that less than 

a couple of decades earlier were occupying and exploiting China now became defenders of its 

territorial integrity. In fact, while the Open-'RRU�SROLF\�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�³LQWHQGHG� WR�FODLP�IRU� WKH�

United States the benefits of other FRXQWULHV¶�LQGLYLGXDO�LPSHULDOLVP��LW�ZDV�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQ�WKH�����V�

LQWR� D�ZD\� WR� SUHVHUYH�&KLQD¶V� LQGHSHQGHQFH´33��:HVWHUQ� SRZHUV� MRLQHG� IRUFHV� WR� ³YLQGLFDWH� WKH�

 
 
29 Ibid. 
30 William R. Keylor, A World of Nations, in its Italian version Un mondo di nazioni (Milan: Edizioni Angelo Guerini e 
Associati SpA, 2014), 249. Translation is my own. 
31 Rana Mitter��³China and the Cold War´��LQ�The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, ed. Richard H. Immerman and Petra 
Goedde (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 3. DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199236961.013.0008. 
32 ³Invasion of Manchuria´�� +DUU\� 6�� 7UXPDQ� /LEUDU\� DQG� 0XVHXP�� DFFHVVHG� 1RYHPEHU� ���� ������
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/presidential-inquiries/invasion-manchuria. 
33 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 88. 
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LQWHJULW\�RI�&KLQD´�DQG�RSSRVH�-DSDQ�³ILUVW�SROLWLFDOO\�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�PLOLWDULO\´34. In particular, the 

PLOLWDU\�FODVK�EHWZHHQ�:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV�DQG�-DSDQ�ZDV�WULJJHUHG�E\�-DSDQ¶V�DWWDFN�RQ�3HDUO�+DUERXU�

on December 7, 1941: internationally, this offence marked the official entry of the United States into 

World War II, while domestically it led WR� WKH� LPPHGLDWH� UHYHUVDO� RI� $PHULFD¶V� DQWL-Chinese 

immigration policy (as mentioned earlier)²in the US, sympathy for the Chinese people, who had 

EHHQ�ILJKWLQJ�-DSDQ¶V�RFFXSDWLRQ� IRU�\HDUV by themselves, grew ever stronger. The US and China 

jointly declared war to Japan and joined the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union in a military 

alliance whose purpose was to fight against the Axis powers35. Both countries had great enthusiasm 

and expectations for each other36��KRZHYHU��³WKH�DOOLDQFH��ZLWK�FRQWLQXHG�GLVputes and frictions, lasted 

RQO\�IRXU�\HDUV´37. 

It is important to highlight the way in which the perception and the role of China changed in 

this crucial PRPHQW��IURP�D�FRXQWU\�WKDW�QHHGHG�SURWHFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�-DSDQ¶V�H[SDQVLRQLVW�DPELWLRQV�WR�

a key ally. In fact, the Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs T. V. Soong was the fourth signatory ± 

following President Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill, and Maxim Litvinov of the USSR ± of the 

Joint Declaration of the United Nations issued on January 1, 1942, which formalized the Allies of 

World War II. The inclusion of China as a major power in the Declaration is clear evidence of how 

much China had become indispensable to Washington¶V�Zar strategy38��$QRWKHU� VLJQ� RI�&KLQD¶V�

newfound importance is encapsulated in the phrase that President Roosevelt started using in 1942 

when referring to the four major allies of WWII i.e., WKH�³IRXU�SROLFHPHQ´��3UHVLGHQW�5RRVHYHOW��while 

discussing with Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov in May-June 194239, emphasized the importance of 

post-ZDU�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DPRQJ�WKHVH�³IRXU�SROLFHPHQ´��D�FOHDU�VLJQDO�WKDW�WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�JUDQW�&KLQD�

³*UHDW�3RZHU´�VWDWXV�ZDV�QRW�MXVW�D�PHUH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ, but it also implied some long-term 

responsibilities.  

 

 

 
 
34 Ibid. 
35 Xiaohua Ma, ³7KH�6LQR-$PHULFDQ�$OOLDQFH�'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�DQG� WKH�/LIWLQJ�RI� WKH�&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FWV´, 
American Studies International 38, no. 2 (June 2000): 41, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41279769. 
36 Baijia Zhang, ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�FKDQJHV�LQ�6LQRဨUS UHODWLRQV�IURP�D�KLVWRULFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH´, China International Strategy 
Review 2 (2020): 3, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42533-020-00048-6. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Xiaohua Ma, ³7KH�6LQR-$PHULFDQ�$OOLDQFH�'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�DQG� WKH�/LIWLQJ�RI� WKH�&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FWV´, 
American Studies International 38, no. 2 (June 2000): 41, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41279769. 
39 Ivi, 42. 
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2.3. The EVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�3HRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD 

While China emerged from World War II a great power, this new status did not automatically solve 

all its domestic problems: in fact, after a century of economic and territorial exploitation by various 

foreign powers, a (still unresolved) civil war and a world war, it came as no surprise that China was 

economically devastated and politically divided. Hostilities between Chiang Kai-VKHN¶V�1DWLRQDOLVWV�

anG�0DR�=HGRQJ¶V�&RPPXQLVWV�UHVXPHG��ZLWK�WKH�IRUPHU�UHO\LQJ�RQ�³D�VWUDWHJ\�RI�KROGLQJ�FLWLHV´�

and the latter on guerrilla armies based in the countryside40: domestically, during World War II 

popular support for the Communist Party increased41. On the contrary, in the US Chiang Kai-shek 

was depicted by the PHGLD�DV�D�V\PERO�RI�EXLOGLQJ�D�³VWURQJ´�DQG�³GHPRFUDWLF´�&KLQD42, while Mme. 

&KLDQJ¶V US tour between November 1942 and May 194343 aroused a wave of enthusiasm and further 

UHLQIRUFHG� $PHULFD¶V� V\PSDWK\� WRZards Nationalist China44. Thus, the Nationalist government 

continued to receive US support when the civil war restarted: preventing Communists from taking 

control of China ZDV�WKH�XOWHULRU�PRWLYH�EHKLQG�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�&KLDQJ�.DL-shek in this 

context45.  

Nonetheless, by 1945 the Nationalist government was beset by corruption, and its military was 

profoundly dysfunctional46: despite wasted efforts of the United States to promote an agreement 

between the two parties, the civil war continued, and with each passing year a Communist victory 

became more and more likely. Eventually, in October 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the 

establishment of the 3HRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD��35&���ZKLOH�WKH�1DWLRQDOLVWV�OHG�E\�&KLDQJ�.DL-

shek started retreating to the Island of Taiwan. There, they declared Taipei the temporary capital of 

the Republic of China (ROC), with the objective of regrouping and planning their efforts to someday 

UHWXUQ�RQ� WKH�PDLQODQG��7KHVH�DFWLRQV�PDUNHG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�³WZR�&KLQDV´� era: at the time, 

many observers believed that the establishment of a second government in Taipei would have helped 

 
 
40 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 89. 
41 Office of the Historian, Foreign Service Institute, ³7KH�&KLQHVH�5HYROXWLRQ� RI� ����´, U.S. Department of State, 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/chinese-rev. 
42 Xiaohua Ma, ³7KH�6LQR-American Alliance During World War I,�DQG� WKH�/LIWLQJ�RI� WKH�&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FWV´, 
American Studies International 38, no. 2 (June 2000): 49, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41279769. 
43 A tour designed to address concerns regarding Nationalist China and raise the consensus of the American public for 
more military aid to China. 
44 Xiaohua Ma, ³7KH�6LQR-$PHULFDQ�$OOLDQFH�'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�DQG� WKH�/LIWLQJ�RI� WKH�&KLQHVH�([FOXVLRQ�$FWV´, 
American Studies International 38, no. 2 (June 2000): 48-51, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41279769. 
45 Office of the Historian, Foreign Service Institute, ³7KH�&KLQHVH�5HYROXWLRQ� RI� ����´, U.S. Department of State, 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/chinese-rev. 
46 5DQD�0LWWHU��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU´��LQ�The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, ed. Richard H. Immerman and Petra 
Goedde (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 3. DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199236961.013.0008. 
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foreign governments to recognize the new PRC. On the contrary, the Truman administration, for 

LQVWDQFH��\LHOGHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF¶V�SUHVVXUH�IRU�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�&KLDQJ¶V�JRYHUQPHQW��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�

infuriated Mao and hindered any possibility for diplomatic relations between the two countries. An 

adGLWLRQDO�UHDVRQ�EHKLQG�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V decision can be found in the developments of the international 

situation: the Cold war had begun, and another large communist country in such a strategic position 

was a threat of significant proportions for the US. MoreoYHU��WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�ZKR�KDG�³ORVW´�&KLQD�

to Communism during the Chinese civil war was still very strong in the States: this is also part of the 

reason why Taipei, and not Beijing, ended up retaining the seat in the Security Council of the United 

Nations. Finally, another event that further thwarted any possibility for diplomatic relations between 

the US DQG�WKH�QHZO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�3HRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD�ZDV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�ZDU��

which saw these two countries on opposite sides of the conflict. 

Before moving on to the Cold war, it is worth to mention a few features of the PRC. :LWK�0DR¶V�

accession to power began the so-FDOOHG�SHULRG�RI� ³FRQWLQXRXV� UHYROXWLRQ´²Chinese people under 

0DR¶V�UXOH�ZHUH�QHYHU�DOORZHG�WR�UHVW�RQ�WKHLU�DFKLHYHPHQWV��WKH�Xltimate objective of all this virtuous 

exertion was the purification of society, which Mao planned to achieve by tearing apart Chinese 

WUDGLWLRQV��7KH�LGHD�ZDV�WR�³VPDVK´�&KLQD�OLNH�DQ�DWRP�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�ROG�RUGHU�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�

OLEHUDWLQJ�HQRXJK�³SRSXODU´�HQHUJ\�WR�OLIW�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�³HYHU�JUHDWHU�KHLJKWV�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW´47. Yet, 

tKH�ILQDO�JRDO�RI�WKLV�UHYROXWLRQ��WKH�JRDO�RI�³*UHDW�+DUPRQ\´��ZDV�D�YDJXH�SURPLVH�DQG�WKH�HIIRUWV�

that were required of the Chinese people were strenuous²indeed, the incessant purges spared no one: 

LQ�WKH�HQG�HYHQ�0DR¶V�ORQJ-serving Premier and chief diplomat Zhou Enlai succumbed to them48. On 

the international level��0DR¶V�DWWLWXGH�FHQWUHG�DURXQG�KLV�DIILUPDWLRQ�WKDW�³the Chinese people have 

VWRRG�XS´�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�HQGXUHG a FHQWXU\�RI�KXPLOLDWLRQV��+RZHYHU��DV�.LVVLQJHU�SXW�LW��³WR�VWDQG�XS�

WR�WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�D�GDXQWLQJ�SURVSHFW�IRU�&KLQD�LQ�����´49: the country was still underdeveloped and, 

having entered the socialist economic model promoted by the USSR, it could not draw on US 

economic assistance, unlike Nationalist-run China. 

 

2.4. China and the Cold War 

Shortly after the establishment of the PRC, the Cold war started shaping relations between countries 

all over the world, and China was no exception: when the Korean war broke out, Mao decided to side 

 
 
47 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 94. 
48 Ivi, 92. 
49 Ivi, 98. 
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with its then ideological ally, the Soviet Union. But why did he decide to enter a war if the country 

ZDV�DOUHDG\�RQ�LWV�ODVW�OHJV"�(VVHQWLDOO\��IRU�WZR�UHDVRQV��ILUVW��0DR¶V�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�DQWL-imperialist 

liberation was authentic; and secondly, the war in Korea was a great opportunity to establish the PRC 

on the international level and expand its ideological influence50. In the end, both Communist leaders 

managed to gain something from this war: Mao obtained Soviet military supplies to modernize his 

army and Stalin managed to involve China in a conflict with the Unites States, increasing its 

dependence on Moscow51. Even though none of the powers involved obtained all its objectives, one 

WKLQJ�ZDV�FOHDU�DIWHU�WKH�VLJQLQJ�RI�WKH�DUPLVWLFH�LQ�������WKH�QHZO\�IRXQGHG�3HRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�RI�

China was officially a military power, an awareness that revived national pride in a population 

strained by decades of exploitation and weakness (in other words: Mao had managed to achieve one 

of its goals). 

However, the Korean war was also the moment when Sino-Soviet relations started 

deteriorating²indeed, during the war Stalin proved an uncertain ally: the brutality with which he had 

pressed China to intervention, the way he had failed ³to provide much-desired air cover for Chinese 

troops at a crucial moment in 1950´52, and the reluctant support he had granted in the form of 

repayable loans are only some of the causes of this decline. In addition, on the Chinese side the 

PHPRULHV� RI� WKH� ³FHQWXU\� RI� KXPLOLDWLRQ´� ZHUH� VWLOO� IUHVK�� 0DR¶V� YLVLRQ� RI� VSUHDGLQJ� DQ� DQWL-

imperialist communist revolution was genuine and Eastern Europe was seen by Beijing as essentially 

D�³FRORQ\�RI�0RVFRZ´53. For this reason, when the Soviets started planning to intervene with military 

means in the Polish uprisings of 1956, Chinese representatives were exceptionally wary. The relations 

between the two giant communist states bottomed when all Soviet advisors withdrew from China in 

������0DR�KDG�OLWWOH�UHVSHFW�IRU�6WDOLQ¶V�VXFFHVVRU��1LNLWD�.KUXVKFKHY��DQG�GLVDSSURYHG�KLV�DWWHPSWV�

to lessen tensions with the WesteUQ� EORF�� .KUXVKFKHY�� RQ� KLV� SDUW�� ³had become increasingly 

disillusioned by what he saw as both Mao¶s willingness to risk confrontation with the West and his 

establishment of a cult of personality´54. Shortly after, an important occasion presented itself for 

Beijing to prove both its commitment to anti-imperialist liberation and its newfound independence 

IURP� WKH� 8665�� QDPHO\� WKH� 9LHWQDP� ZDU�� +RZHYHU�� &KLQD¶V� VLQRFHQWULF� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV� LWV�

neighbours soon became a problem for the Vietnamese, causing one of the major rifts between the 

 
 
50 5DQD�0LWWHU��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU´��LQ�The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, ed. Richard H. Immerman and Petra 
Goedde (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 5. DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199236961.013.0008. 
51 Henry Kissinger, On China (New York: Penguin Group, 2011, 2012), 143-144. 
52 5DQD�0LWWHU��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU´��LQ�The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, ed. Richard H. Immerman and Petra 
Goedde (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 6. DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199236961.013.0008. 
53 Ivi, 9. 
54 Ibid. 
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two countries. This issue, combined with the realization for Vietnam that it had to choose between 

support from the USSR or from the PRC, led to the withdrawal of Chinese troops in 1970.  

 Domestically, after the rupture with the Soviets, Mao promoted a series of controversial 

FDPSDLJQV� VXFK� DV� WKH�*UHDW�/HDS�)RUZDUG� DQG� WKH�&XOWXUDO�5HYROXWLRQ� IROORZLQJ� WKH� ³profound 

desire on the part of the chairman and his generation of revolutionaries to make China strong and to 

revive its central position in the world´55. Despite these efforts, the campaigns resulted in economic 

VWDJQDWLRQ�DQG��E\�WKH�HDUO\�����V��LW�EHFDPH�FOHDU�WKDW�³some source of external technical knowledge 

was needed to replace the Soviets´56. This, combined with the feeling that China was lacking global 

DOOLHV��OHG�WR�%HLMLQJ¶V�UDSSURFKHPHQW�ZLWK�:DVKLQJWRQ��ZKR�ZDV�DOVR�VKRZLQJ�VRPH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKLV�

VHQVH��7KH�V\PERO�RI�WKLV�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�LV�3UHVLGHQW�1L[RQ¶V�RQH-week visit to China, which started 

on February 21, 1�����RI�FRXUVH��WKH�ELJJHVW�³ORVHU´�LQ�WKLV�VFHQDULR�ZDV�7DLZDQ��ZKRVH�VHDW�DW�WKH�

8QLWHG�1DWLRQV¶�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�35&��³,Q�D�GHHSHU�VHQVH��%HLMLQJ¶V�FRRSHUDWLRQ�

with Washington and confrontation with Moscow changed the essence of the Cold War´57: the 

ideological component, the fundamental confrontation between communism and liberal capitalism, 

seemed to be of less value at that time.  

 $QRWKHU�HYHQW�WKDW�IXUWKHU�FKDQJHG�WKH�UXOHV�RI�WKH�JDPH�ZDV�0DR�=HGRQJ¶V�GHDWK�LQ�������7KH�

IROORZLQJ�SHULRG�ZDV�GRPLQDWHG�E\�DQRWKHU�VWURQJ�ILJXUH��'HQJ�;LDRSLQJ��ZKR�LQLWLDWHG�WKH�³UHIRUP�

DQG�RSHQLQJ´�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V��LQ�VHDUFK�IRU�D�QHZ�VRXUFH�RI�GRPHVWLF�OHJLWLPDF\�WR�VXEVWLWXWH�

for the ideological radicalism that had characterized the country until that moment. The end of the 

Cold war certainly allowed China to become the power with the global reach that it had been aspiring 

WR�VLQFH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�³FHQWXU\�RI�KXPLOLDWLRQ´�ILUVW��DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3HRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�WKHQ��

The next sections will discuss the current dynamics between the United States and China, the 

differences and similarities of the current situation with the Cold war and, to some extent, possible 

future developments of the relation. 

 

 

 
 
55 &KHQ�-LDQ��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU�DIWHU�0DR´��LQ�The Cambridge History of the Cold War, ed. Melvyn P. Leffler and 
Odd Arne Westad (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 185. 
56 5DQD�0LWWHU��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU´��LQ�The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, ed. Richard H. Immerman and Petra 
Goedde (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 12. DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199236961.013.0008. 
57 &KHQ�-LDQ��³&KLQD�DQG�WKH�&ROG�:DU�DIWHU�0DR´��LQ�The Cambridge History of the Cold War, ed. Melvyn P. Leffler and 
Odd Arne Westad (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 183. 
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2.5. US-China Relations Today: Beyond the Cold War? 

The purpose of this second part is to briefly analyse the nature of US-China relations today: more 

specifically, as the subheading suggests, the discussion will centre around the question of whether 

this relationship can be described as a new Cold war. In order to do that, it might be useful to first 

determine which international relations theory best explains the events of the Cold war and then use 

that theoretical framework to assess the status of the relation. At first glance, the security dilemma 

seems to be a fitting theoretical framework for this analysis: in particular, the tensions, escalations 

and de-escalations of the Cold war seem to provide a very good example for it. In short, the argument 

brought forward by the securit\�GLOHPPD�LV�WKDW�³LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�VXSUDQDWLRQDO�DXWKRULW\�WKDW�FDQ�

enforce binding agreements, many of the steps pursued by states to bolster their security have the 

effect ± often unintended and unforeseen ± of making other states less secure58. The fundamental 

problem of this theory is that it is not able to explain the peaceful end of the Cold war: some argue 

WKDW�³QRW�HYHQ�WKH�EHVW�GLSORPDF\�FRXOG�KDYH�EURXJKW�DQ�HQG�WR�WKH�&ROG�ZDU´59 and that it is not a 

coincidence that it only ended after fundamental changes in the Soviet Union and its subsequent 

collapse. This is not uncommon: the end of the Cold war has completely changed the rulebook of 

International Relations theories, triggering many debates on how to improve existing theories with 

new issues emerging from the Cold war, or simply with issues that until that moment had been 

overlooked. 

 One of these theories is, for instance, Charles Glaser¶V� ³5DWLRQDO� 7KHRU\� RI� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

3ROLWLFV��7KH�/RJLF�RI�&RPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�&RRSHUDWLRQ´��where he used some examples, including the 

end of the Cold war, to test the WKHRU\�DQG�LOOXVWUDWH�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�H[SODLQ�VWDWHV¶�FKRLFHV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�

to competition and FRRSHUDWLRQ��9HU\�EULHIO\��WKLV�WKHRU\�³LV�D�UDWLRQDOLVW��VWUDWHJLF�FKRLFH�WKHRU\´��

which analyses the strategies a state should choose i.e., the strategies that a rational state decides to 

DGRSW��³LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�FRQVWUDLQWV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LPSRVHG�E\�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�V\VWHP´60. To 

accurately represent a state and the international situation it faces, the author identified three 

YDULDEOHV�� PRWLYHV�� PDWHULDO�� DQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ��0RWLYHV� DUH� VXEVWDQWLDOO\� WKH� VWDWH¶V� ³IXQGDPHQWDO�

LQWHUHVWV� DQG� JRDOV´�� ZKile the two remaining variables embody the international environment: 

 
 
58 Robert -HUYLV��³:DV�WKH�&ROG�:DU�D�6HFXULW\�'LOHPPD"´, Journal of Cold War Studies 3, no. 1 (Winter 2001): 36, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/26925099. 
59 Ivi, 26. 
60 Charles Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics: The Logic of Competition and Cooperation, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press, 2010: 2-3. 
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material YDULDEOHV�³GHWHUPLQH�WKH�PLOLWDU\�FDSDELOLWLHV�D�VWDWH�FDQ�EXLOG´�DQG�information61 variables 

³LQIOXHQFH� WKH�UHDFWLRQV�D�VWDWH�DQWLFLSDWHV�WR�LWV�DFWLRQV´62. Each of these variables determines (at 

different degrees) the strategy that a state is likely to adopt in response to the international situation. 

 When applied to the end of the Cold war, these variables would be declined as follows: 1) 

Motives: why did the Soviet Union decide to dramatically change its security policy during the second 

half of the 1980s? Power appears to be a significant component of the answer to this question: Soviet 

leaders arrived at the conclusion that, due to severe economic constrains, they were no longer able to 

sustain an effective military competition with their Western counterpart. Therefore, their goal should 

be to prevent another arms race, which is conVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�WKHRU\��³D�VWDWH�WKDW�H[SHFWV�WR�ORVH�DQ�

DUPV�UDFH�EHFDXVH�LW�ODFNV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�FRPSHWH�VKRXOG�WU\�WR�DYRLG�LW´63. 2) Material variable: offense-

defence balance L�H��� WKH�QHFHVVLW\� WR� EDODQFH� LQFUHDVLQJ� WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ¶V� QXFOHDU� DUPDPHQW to 

increase its defence possibilities while reducing investment in military forces and engaging in a 

preventive war, taking advantage of the current capabilities before the decline (this, however, was 

QHYHU� DQ� RSWLRQ�� JLYHQ� WKH� ³UHDOLW\� RI� PDVVLYH� QXFOHDU YXOQHUDELOLW\´64 that the USSR would be 

exposed to in case it decided to engage in such war). 3) Information variable: information about 

motives is the last variable that, together with the first two, allows for a solid explanation for the 

peaceful ending of the Cold war. In fact, Gorbachev changed the Cold war narrative and started 

arguing that the United States did not pose a threat to the Soviet Union, which in turn made 

cooperation more attractive to the Soviet leadership (if the US is not a threat anymore, the risks of 

confrontation are lower). All these variables contribute to the explanation as to why the Cold war 

ended the way it did, and different values on any single variable could have led to different Soviet 

policies65: therefore, it is crucial to consider all the variables together, otherwise the picture would 

not be complete. 

Now that a theoretical background has been set, the discussion will shift to outlining the 

similarities and differences between the Cold war and the state of the US-China relation today; then, 

the nature of such relation (today) will be examined from an academic perspective; and, finally, some 

 
 
61 7KLV�YDULDEOH�FRQVLVWV�LQ�³ERWK�ZKDW�WKH�VWDWH�NQRZV�DERXW�LWV�DGYHUVDU\¶V�PRWLYHV�DQG�ZKDW�LW�EHOLHYHV�LWV�DGYHUVDU\�
knows about its own motives´� 
62 Charles Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics: The Logic of Competition and Cooperation, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press, 2010: 3. 
63 Ivi, 208. 
64 Ivi, 209. 
65 Ivi, 210. 
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conclusions will be drawn using *ODVHU¶V three variables ± motives, material, and information ± to 

frame the current US-China relationship. 

 

2.6. Lessons from the Cold War 

As anticipated, the aim of this paragraph will be to highlight some similarities and differences 

between the US-China competition now and the US-USSR competition then. This exercise is 

particularly relevant because of the tendency to underplay the mistakes and costs of the Cold war, 

especially since the US came up a winner: indeed, it is not uncommon that, once a conflict or dispute 

is over, everyone, and especially the winning party, tends to forget the mistakes made that, with 

different circumstances, might have led to another outcome. To make this comparison, it is helpful to 

PDLQWDLQ�WKH�VHWXS�WKDW�0LFKDHO�0F)DXO�XVHG�LQ�KLV�DUWLFOH�³&ROG�:DU�/HVVRQV�DQG�)DOODFLHV�IRU�86-

&KLQD�5HODWLRQV� 7RGD\´66. Indeed, in this article, he compares the state of present-day relations 

between China and the US with that of the Cold War and he makes his argument by following four 

GLPHQVLRQV�ZKLFK��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��DUH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�³IRU�VKDSLQJ�JUHDW�SRZHU�UHODWLRQs: (1) 

SRZHU������LGHRORJ\������LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�PXOWLODWHUDOLVP��DQG�����ELODWHUDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ´67. His 

goal is to identify positive achievements that can be emulated today while at the same time avoiding 

the mistakes that were made by the two superpowers of the past century. 

When it comes to power, there are some similarities, but also significant differences between 

today and the past: the most striking of the latter LV�&KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF�PLJKW��ZKLFK�³SUHVHQWV�D�PXFK�

greater challenge for American stratHJLVWV� WRGD\� WKDQ� WKH\� FRQIURQWHG� GXULQJ� WKH� &ROG� :DU´68. 

$QRWKHU� DVSHFW� LQ�ZKLFK� WRGD\¶V� VLWXDWLRQ�GLIIHUV� IURP� WKH�&ROG�ZDU� LV�PLOLWDU\�SRZHU��ZKLOH� WKH�

USSR was able to achieve nuclear parity with the US, China is still lagging in this area²moreover, 

as IDU�DV�PLOLWDU\�VSHQGLQJ�LV�FRQFHUQHG��&KLQD¶V�LQYHVWPHQWV�SDOH�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKRVH�RI�WKH�86��

Instead, what can be considered very similar to the Cold war is the re-emergence of bipolarity: despite 

the difference in spending, the US and China rank first and second, respectively, in aggregate military 

power, while in economic terms they are the only two ³superpowers´ today69. However, while 

:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�DSSURDFK�WR�ZRUOG�RUGHU�LV�WKDW�RI�KHJHPRQLF�XQLSRODULW\��%HLMLQJ�VHHPV�WR�IDYRXU�D�

multipolar stability approach. 

 
 
66 0LFKDHO�0F)DXO��³&ROG�:DU�/HVVRQV�DQG�)DOODFLHV�IRU�86-&KLQD�5HODWLRQV�7RGD\´��The Washington Quarterly 43, no. 
4 (December 2020): 7-39. 
67 Ivi, 9.  
68 Ivi, 11. 
69 Ivi, 9-10. 
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Undeniably, ideology SOD\HG�D�FUXFLDO�UROH�GXULQJ�WKH�&ROG�ZDU�DQG��MXVW�DV�EDFN�WKHQ��WRGD\¶V�

FRQIURQWDWLRQ�LV�DOVR�EHWZHHQ�WZR�RSSRVLWH�YDOXH�V\VWHPV��D�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�³D�/HQLQLVW�RQH-party 

communist dictatorship, which has become more autocUDWLF� LQ� UHFHQW� \HDUV´70. However, because 

³&&3�OHDGHUV�GR�QRW�SURPRWH�WKHLU�LGHRORJ\�RU�V\VWHP�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�WKH�VDPH�GHJUHH�RU�ZLWK�WKH�

VDPH�EOXQW�LQVWUXPHQWV�XVHG�E\�6RYLHW�OHDGHUV´71 and because China has welcomed market capitalism, 

the ideological competition between China and the US today is qualitatively different from Soviet-

US competition. It seems that, for Washington, the ideological factor is prominent in this competition: 

indeed, the PRC is still seen ³through the prism of its authoritarian government and the threat this 

SRVHV�WR�WKH�OLEHUDO�RUGHU�DQG�GHPRFUDF\´72. This claim is confirmed by the statement released by 

5REHUW�2¶%ULHQ��IRUPHU�$VVLVWDQW�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�$IIDLUV��RQ�-DQXDU\����������

WLWOHG� ³$� )Uee and Open Indo-3DFLILF´��where he PHQWLRQV� D� ³JURZLQJ� ULYDOU\� EHWZHHQ� IUHH� DQG�

UHSUHVVLYH�YLVLRQV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH´73. On the other hand, Beijing does not appear to be so concerned with 

LGHRORJ\�� LW� LV� QRW� ³supplying military assistance for insurgents seeking to overthrow democratic 

regimes´74��QRU�GRHV�LW�³champion communism as a superior model to the same degree that the CPSU 

promoted the Soviet system´75��&KLQD¶V�SULRULWLHV�UHPDLQ�VWULFWO\�GRPHVWLF��ZLWK� the overwhelming 

WDVN�RI�VXVWDLQLQJ�³VRFLDOLVP�ZLWK &KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV´�DQG�³QDWLRQDO�UHMXYHQDWLRQ´76 being just 

two of them. 

As far as independence and multilateralism are concerned, McFaul starts his argument by 

PHQWLRQLQJ�WKDW�³WKURXJKRXW� WKH�&ROG�:DU��WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GRPLQDWHG�WKH�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO� V\VWHP� DQG� DQFKRUHG� RSSRVLQJ� DOOLDQFH� V\VWHPV´77. The question that automatically 

arises is whether China has a comparable system of allies today. Certainly, the answer must be no: 

what the Soviet Union was able to build, albeit through the use of coercion, with the Warsaw Pact 

³YDVWO\�H[FHHGHG�ZKDW�&KLQD�KDV�WKXV�IDU�FRQVWUXFWHG´78. Because of this coalition, the USSR was 

able to have extensive room for manoeuvre in all the actions it wanted to take (e.g., with the 

Hungarian invasion of 1956, the invasion of Czechoslovakia of 1968 and that of Afghanistan in 1979). 

 
 
70 Ivi, 14. 
71 Ivi, 16. 
72 $QGUHL�/XQJX��³7KH�US-&KLQD�&ODVK�,V�$ERXW�,GHRORJ\�$IWHU�$OO´��Foreign Policy, April 6, 2021. 
73 National Security Council. A Free and Open Indo-Pacific, by the former Assistant to the President for National Security 
$IIDLUV�5REHUW�&��2¶%ULHQ��:DVKLQJWRQ� D.C., 2021. 
74 0LFKDHO�0F)DXO��³&ROG�:DU�/HVVRQV�DQG�)DOODFLHV�IRU�86-&KLQD�5HODWLRQV�7RGD\´��The Washington Quarterly 43, no. 
4 (December 2020): 16. 
75 Ibid. 
76 Ibid. 
77 Ivi, 9.  
78 Ivi, 11. 
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By contrast, the same does not apply to China today: the only formal military alliance that Beijing 

maintains is that with Pyongyang. 

Finally, in the field of cooperation on bilateral issues�� ³WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� DQG� &KLQD� KDYH�

provided leadership on several cooperative projects, including most dramatically the 2015 Paris 

FOLPDWH�DFFRUGV´79. However, during the Trump administration, many factors have contributed to a 

rapid decrease in bilateral cooperation: among these factors it is worth mentioning the trade war, the 

failure of the TTP, the impact of the Covid-���SDQGHPLF� DQG� WKH�86¶�ZLWKGUDZDO� IURP� WKH�3DULV�

agreement first and the WHO then. It is true that President Biden re-joined both the Paris accord and 

the WHO: nonetheless, it is still early to tell whether the new administration will somehow reverse 

RU� UHOD[� LWV�DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV�&KLQD��$OO� LQ�DOO�� LW� LV�HVVHQWLDO� WR�QRWH� WKDW�� ³FRPSDUHG� WR�86-Soviet 

UHODWLRQV�� &KLQHVH� DQG�$PHULFDQ� OHDGHUV� VKDUH� D� PXFK� ORQJHU� KLVWRU\� RI� ELODWHUDO� FRRSHUDWLRQ´80, 

which was only recently disrupted. 

 

2.7. Economic Perspectives on US-China Relations Today 

According to Thomas Fingar, the biggest attitude shift occurred in the business community (one of 

the key areas of the relation): in fact, this community has becoPH�³D�PXFK�OHVV�FRQVLVWHQW�DGYRFDWH�

of stability in US policy toward China and a stronger voice for government action to change Chinese 

behavior´81. Initially, the business community was supporting a greater integration and engagement 

with China but, according to Fingar, it got tired of unfulfilled promises and other dirty dealings that 

China was resorting to e.g., theft of intellectual property or pressures to transfer technology82: thus, 

the competition phase began. Although ± he further argues ± the US and China are well able to 

manage their relation and keep it from disruptively deteriorating, that might not be enough, and the 

two countries should try to do better to tackle critical transnational issues²on this point, more will 

be said later. 

Wang Jisi, instead, OLVWV� IRXU� IDFWRUV� WKDW�PD\�EH� FDXVLQJ� WKH� ³UDGLFDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI US 

policy towarGV�&KLQD´83:  

 
 
79 Ivi, 27. 
80 Ibid. 
81 Thomas )LQJDU��³)RUW\�\HDUV�RI�IRUPDO²but not yet normal²UHODWLRQV´��China International Strategy Review 1 (2019): 
18, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42533-019-00003-0. 
82 Ibid. 
83 Wang -LVL��³$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�radical transformation of U.S. SROLF\�WRZDUG�&KLQD´, China International Strategy Review 1 
(2019): 195, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42533-019-00029-4.  
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1. &KLQD¶V�JURZWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�QDWLRQDO�ZHDOWK��PLOLWDU\�FDSDELOLWLHV��DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQIOXHQFH��

which is posing a challenge to the hegemony of the US. 

2. The political systems, values, and rules of the two countries which are fundamentally 

irrecRQFLODEOH�DQG�WKXV�OHDG�WR�ZRUULHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�FRQFHUQ�³WKDW�DUWLILFLDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�DQG��*�

technology developed by China may not only threaten the national security of the United 

States but also infringe on privacy and personal freedom of the American peoSOH´84. 

3. Promotion of US QDWLRQDO�LQWHUHVWV��³WKRVH�$PHULFDQV�ZKR�DUH�GRLQJ�EXVLQHVV�ZLWK�&KLQD�DUH�

FRPSODLQLQJ� DERXW�&KLQHVH�SUDFWLFHV� >«@�EXW� WKHLU�PRWLYDWLRQ� LV� WR�PDNH�PRUH�SURILWV� LQ�

&KLQD�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�GLVUXSW�&KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK´85. This point addresses and shows the 

IOLS�VLGH�RI�WKH�FRLQ�RI�)LQJDU¶V�SRLQW�LOOXVWUDWHG�DERYH. 

4. The domestic landscape of the US: it is convenient to blame other nations for Washington¶s 

own problems²the author claims that China is sometimes used as a scapegoat for US failures.  

³OQO\�WKURXJK�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�DOO�IRXU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�FDQ�ZH�IXOO\�JUDVS�WKH�LVVXH´86: 

Fingar might have been right in arguing that the biggest attitude shift in the relation between the US 

and China originated in the business community. However, there are many other aspects that need to 

be considered, and Jisi has provided a more comprehensive picture: both China and the US are now 

XQGHUJRLQJ�D�³GUDPDWLF�GRPHVWLF�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI which will determine whether, and 

how, they can find a way to rehabilitate the links that have benefited the two countries over the last 

���\HDUV´87. In short, given all these changes in attitudes and perceptions, what the US and China 

should do now is try to find a new way to frame their relations. 

In this respect, back in 2013 Stephen J. Hadley, the former national security advisor to President 

George W. Bush, made a similar remark: he argued that the type of challenges the two countries faced 

at the time were rather of global than of bilateral nature and, therefore, the two countries needed to 

revise their bilateral dispute resolution model to efficiently tackle such issues. Indeed, challenges 

such as climate change, terrorism, piracy, and organized crime, but also the need to strengthen the 

global economy and reform the financial system, required cooperation between the two powers²

without cooperation on these matters, Hadley maintained, the US and China would not be able to 

 
 
84 Ivi, 199.  
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ivi, 203. 
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³DFKLHYH� >WKHLU@�RZQ�QDWLRQDO� REMHFWLYHV� IRU�VWDELOLW\�DQG�SURVSHULW\´88. This view of the relations 

between the two countries seems to acquire a new meaning after the outbreak of the Covid-19 

pandemic, which, to a certain extent, disproved +DGOH\¶V�LQVLJKW��QRW�RQO\�did the two countries fail 

to cooperate and form a joint leadership to help guide the world out of this state of emergency, but 

they also accused the other of mishandling or even causing the breakout of the pandemic, seizing 

every opportunity to discredit the counterpart. It is true that, since then, there has been a change in 

administration in the US; nevertheless, so far there do not seem to be any significant changes in the 

DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�&KLQD� 

Another aspect that Hadley mentioned as crucial for the construction of this new framework is 

WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV¶�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�&KLQD¶V�SHDFHIXO�ULVH��WKH�WDULIIV�LPSRVHG�RQ�&KLQD�E\�WKH�7UXPS�

administration, which have started the so-FDOOHG�³WUDGH�ZDU´�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�FRXQWULHV��FDQ�EH�VHHQ�

as clear proof that the US is indeed trying to counter or, better, contain this rise. Moreover, in the 

2017/18 US Strategy for the Indo-Pacific89, it is stated clearly that Beijing is Washington¶s ³strategic 

competitor´. *LYHQ�WKHVH�SUHPLVHV��WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WKDW�:DVKLQJWRQ�ZLOO�³VLW�WLJKW´�DQG�VLPSO\�DFFHSW�

&KLQD¶V�ULVH�VHHP�WR�EH�YHU\�GLP��Hadley further claims that the US is not trying to contain China; 

RQ� WKH� FRQWUDU\�� HYHU\� SUHVLGHQW� XQWLO� WKDW� PRPHQW� KDG� ZHOFRPHG� ³a strong, prosperous, and 

VXFFHVVIXO�&KLQD´90. His argument is that if the US are indeed WU\LQJ�WR�³NHHS�GRZQ´�&KLQD��WKHQ�WKH\�

DUH�GRLQJ�D�WHUULEOH�MRE�DW�LW��JLYHQ�WKDW�WKHLU�WUDGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�KDG�UHDFKHG�³ZHOO�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�ILYH�

hundred billion dollarV�D�\HDU´�DQG�WKDW�&KLQD�is WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV¶�QXPEHU�RQH�LPSRUW�PDUNHW��LWV�

number two trading partner, and its number three export market. As maintained by Peter Hessler91 in 

an article published on The New Yorker, this trend has stood the test of time and US-China trade 

relations have never been more prosperous than today, despite the trade war and the pandemic. In 

fact, contrary to one might think, the tariffs imposed on Chinese products (because of the trade war) 

ended up being paid by American customers, since the solution many Chinese entrepreneurs adopted 

was to raise the prices of their products. However, claiming that the US is not trying to contain China 

LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�FUHGLEOH�VWDWHPHQW��DV�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�ZLOO�SURYH��:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�QDUUDWLYH�RQ� issues 

 
 
88 6WHSKHQ�+DGOH\��³$�1HZ�7\SH�RI�*UHDW�3RZHU�5HODWLRQV´, interviewed by Paul Haenle, China in the World Podcast, 
Carnegie±Tsinghua Center for Global Policy, November 4, 2013. Transcript available at: 
https://carnegietsinghua.org/2013/11/04/new-model-of-great-power-relations-pub-53434. 
89 National Security Council, U.S. Strategic Framework for the Indo-Pacific, declassified in part by the former Assistant 
to thH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�$IIDLUV�5REHUW�&��2¶�%ULHQ, NSC SCG: Washington, D.C., 2021. 
90 Ibid. 
91 Peter Hessler, ³7KH� 5LVH� RI� 0DGH-in-&KLQD� 'LSORPDF\´, The New Yorker, March 8, 2021, 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/03/15/the-rise-of-made-in-china-diplomacy. 
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that concern China has increasingly soured over the past few years, and the administration has not 

shied away from explicitly communicating its dissatisfaction ZLWK�WKH�&&3¶V�OHDGHUVKLS� 

Furthermore, the economy follows its own rules, that do not neFHVVDULO\� UHIOHFW� D� FRXQWU\¶V�

political line. A recent example of this is the US-China gas deal that was signed in December 2021: 

SDUW�RI�&KLQD¶V�SODQ�WR�FXW�LWV�FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQV�LV�WR�VZLWFK�IURP�FRDO�WR�OLTXHILHG�QDWXUDO�JDV��ZKLFK�

KDV�OHG�WR�³D�ZDYH�RI�deals with US H[SRUWHUV�RI�WKH�IXHO´92. Thus, the argument that the US is not 

WU\LQJ�WR�FRQWDLQ�&KLQD¶V�ULVH�FRXOG�ZHOO�EH�UHYHUVHG��ZKLOH�WKH�%LGHQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�DQQRXQFLQJ�

WKDW�LWV�JRDO�IRU�WKH�&KLQD�SROLF\�LV�WR�EXLOG�³UHVLOLHQFH�DQG�FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV for American workers 

DQG�WKH�HFRQRP\�RYHUDOO´93, US-China trade has not experienced any significant changes in 202194. 

Although this policy was just recently announced, so far it seems to be perfectly in line with the 

strategy adopted by the previous administration²a strategy, as mentioned earlier, that views China 

DV�WKH�86¶�VWUDWHJLF�FRPSHWLWRU (at least formally). It appears that the US KDV�LQGHHG�GRQH�D�³EDG�MRE´�

LQ�FRQWDLQLQJ�&KLQD¶V�ULVH��EXW�perhaps it was not intentional: hard-hitting decisions such as initiating 

a trade war or, more recently, announcing the diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Beijing Winter 

Olympics95 do have a strategic containment component and their effectiveness (or lack thereof) does 

not negate or invalidate the intention with which they have been adopted. 

 

2.8. Political Perspectives on US-China Relations Today 

Another way in which the relation between China and the US has been described and analysed is with 

*UDKDP�$OOLVRQ¶V�³Thucydides Trap´�DUJXPHQW��,Q�VKRUW��$OOLVRQ�FODLPV�WKDW�WKH�86�DQG�&KLQD�WRGD\�

run the risk of following the same path that Sparta and Athens undertook 2,500 years ago: in the 

words of Thucydides, ³it was the rise of Athens and the fear that this instilled in Sparta that made war 

LQHYLWDEOH´. In other words, it was pride, arrogance, and paranoia that brought the two cities to the 

war that destroyed classical Greece: now this same dynamic where a rising power threatens to 

displace a ruling power is developing also between China and the US, and the fundamental question 

is whether they will be smart and brave enough to manage their rivalry and avoid a war that has the 

 
 
92 -XVWLQ� -DFREV� DQG� 'HUHN� %URZHU�� ³US-China gas deals defy tensions between world powers´�� Financial Times, 
December 20, 2021, https://www.ft.com/content/c267b3ea-a874-4bea-9105-860ae1847176. 
93 7RP�/HH��³7KH�%LGHQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V�8�6�-China Trade Strategy: A Primer´��American Action Forum, October 6, 
2021, https://www.americanactionforum.org/insight/the-biden-administrations-u-s-china-trade-strategy-a-primer/. 
94 ³Trade in Goods with China´�� Foreign Trade, United States Census Bureau, accessed December 19, 2021, 
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html. 
95 &KULVWLQD� /X�� ³U.S. Declares Diplomatic Boycott of Beijing Olympics´�� Foreign Policy, December 7, 2021, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/12/07/olympics-boycott-us-china-human-rights/. 
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potential to be catastrophic. Chunman Zhang and Xiaoyu Pu96 have reviewed what different scholars 

have said on the matter, and one insight in particular is useful to this analysis: according to Brendon 

Yoder, preventive war can be avoided if the ULVLQJ� VWDWHV¶� FRRSHUDWLYH� VLJQDOV� DUH� VXIILFLHQWO\�

credible97�� 7KH� DXWKRU� DUJXHV� WKDW� ³&KLQD¶V� FRRSHUDWLRQ� KDV� EHHQ� VXIILFLHQWO\� FUHGLEOH� WR� DYHUW�

preventive war, but not to avoid a substantial degree of competition with the US´98. However, he also 

adds that ³American observers have often misinterpreted the credibility of both cooperative and non-

cooperative Chinese signals, and the current US government is far too confident that China harbors 

KRVWLOH�LQWHQWLRQV´99. The arguments presented in previous section seem to substantiate this insight. If 

this fear turns into paranoia, there will be one more characteristic of the current US-China competition 

that will resemble the Cold war i.e., McCarthyism and the so-FDOOHG�³ZLWFK�WULDOV´� 

Similarly, Baijia Zhang100 argues that China does not have the capabilities nor the will to 

supplant the US as world hegemon. This paper is particularly interesting because it brings to the table 

the Chinese perspective on whether a new Cold war is on the horizon. The author argues that what 

will put an end to the current unipolar world order is the emergence of an increasingly multipolar 

world: this is noteworthy especially given that very often, in discussions on the future of US-China 

relations, there only seem to be a few possible outcomes, all of which strictly predict a unipolar world 

order where either the US or China will prevail. It is also worth highlighting how the author 

UHFRPPHQGV� FRQWLQXHG� ³SDWLHQFH�� >«@� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQ� WR� DYRLG� WKH� HVFDODWLRQ�RI�

WHQVLRQV´101; if tensions escalate anyway, then the author recommends avoiding confrontation and, 

no PDWWHU�KRZ�EDG�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHFRPHV��WKHUH�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�³URRP�IRU�D�WXUQDURXQG´102. This 

approach, in line with the wei qi strategy explained at the beginning of this chapter, seems to be 

different from the prevailing realist approach that is popular in Western countries: it is a useful and 

important reminder that there is an emergent string of IR scholars born and raised in countries that 

are not part of the Western world that are bringing fresh insights and new ways of looking at world 

affairs.  

 
 
96 Chunman Zhang and Xiaoyu Pu, ³,QWURGXFWLRQ��&DQ�$PHULFD�DQG�&KLQD�(VFDSH�WKH�7KXF\GLGHV�7UDS"´, Journal of 
Chinese Political Science 24 (2019): 1±9, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-019-09609-y. 
97 Ivi, 7. 
98 Ibid. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Baijia Zhang, ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ� FKDQJHV� LQ� 6LQRဨ86� UHODWLRQV� IURP� D� KLVWRULFDO� SHUVSHFWLYH´, China International 
Strategy Review 2 (2020): 1±13, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42533-020-00048-6. 
101 Ivi, 13. 
102 Ibid. 
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After analysing the US-China relation from different angles, it is now time to answer the 

question that was posed at the beginning of this section: can the current competition between these 

two countries be described as a new Cold war? To do that, as anticipated in the introduction, the three 

variables IURP�*ODVHU¶V�WKHRU\�L�H���PRWLYHV��PDWHULDO��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ZLOO�EH�DSSOLHG�  

(1) Motives: the motives for an American attitude shift towards China, as highlighted by Thomas 

Fingar and Jisi Wang, were economic in nature, at least at the beginning. Now they have 

acquired a more ideological component: LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�YLHZ��China exploits international 

bodies and rules to its own ends, represses opposition in Hong Kong, behaves atrociously in 

Xinjiang, and bullies its Asian neighbours103 and, therefore, needs to be deterred and 

contained with actions such as the Winter Olympics ER\FRWW��&KLQD¶V�PRWLYHV�DUH�OHVV�FOHDU��

it seems that Beijing¶V�DWWLWXGH�LV�PRUH�D�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�86 DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V attitude: as argued 

E\�%DLMLD�=KDQJ��&KLQD�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WKH�FDSDELOLWLHV�QRU�WKH�ZLOO�WR�WDNH�WKH�86¶�SODFH�DV�

hegemon. McFaul¶V�LQVLJKWV�DERXW�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�VXEVWDQWLDWH�

this claim: &KLQD¶V�SULRULWLHV�UHPDLQ�VWULFWO\�GRPHstic. 

(2) Material�� WKLV� YDULDEOH� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� ³/HVVRQV� IURP� WKH� &ROG� ZDU´� VHFWLRQ�� in the 

discussion of the differences in power between the US and USSR and the US and China: 

China does not have a military power comparable to that of the US. However, BHLMLQJ¶V�

military capacity has ballooned in the Indo-Pacific104, prompting the current US 

administration to take actions to maintain its primacy in the region e.g., strengthening 

³DOOLDQFHV�DQG�SDUWQHUVKLSV�LQ�$VLD�DV�ZHOO�DV�HOHYDWLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�7DLZDQ¶V�VHFXULW\�

WR�86�LQWHUHVWV´105. 

(3) Information: this is arguably the hardest variable to determine because, as the Cold war made 

apparent, information about intentions or about the real power of the opponent are vastly prone 

to inaccuracy. An additional problem is the fact that both sides have resorted to fake news or 

have inflated some narratives to discredit the counterpart and show how much better is one 

system e.g., democracy, when compared to the flaws that characterize the other e.g., 

authoritarian regime, and vice versa.  

To sum up, there has been a certain continuity between the previous and the current US 

administrations in framing their relationship with Beijing as competitive, which is something that has 

 
 
103 ³10 Conflicts to Watch in 2022´��International Crisis Group, originally published on Foreign Policy, accessed January 
3, 2022, https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2022. 
104 Ibid. 
105 Ibid. 
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disappointed Chinese leaders, who were hopiQJ�³IRU�LPSURYHG�WLHV�ZLWK�:DVKLQJWRQ�XQGHU�%LGHQ´106. 

This consideration confirms what has been mentioned above: it seems that China is reacting to 

challenges coming from the US rather than actively seeking confrontation with Washington. The 

virtual meeting between presidents Biden and Xi Jinping that took place in November 2021 raised 

hopes for more working-level cooperation between the two powers²moreover, as forecasted by the 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULVLV�*URXS��³Ln 2022, with the Beijing Winter Olympics, the 20th Party Congress, and 

US midterm congressional elections, both sides likely want quiet fronts abroad´107. However, 

depending on how much these variables change, especially the material variable and the situation in 

the Indo-3DFLILF��WKLQJV�FRXOG�HVFDODWH�TXLFNO\��WUDQVIRUPLQJ�WKLV�³VWUDWHJLF�FRPSHWLWLRQ´�LQWR�D�QHZ�

Cold war.  

 
 
106 Ibid. 
107 Ibid. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Review of Existing Academic Literature  

on Media-State Relations 

 

 

The aim of this chapter is to review the existing academic literature on media-state relations, with 

special emphasis on the functioning of US mainstream media and their role as a propagator of 

government interests when it comes to foreign policy issues. It is true that in a democracy the press 

should be free from any form of censorship: in particular, in the United States the ideal of a press 

independent of government is encapsulated in the First Amendment. According to the Supreme Court 

MXVWLFH�3RWWHU�6WHZDUW¶V�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�WKLV�LGHDO��WKH�)LUVW�$PHQGPHQW�FUHDWHV�³D�IRXUWK�LQVWLWXWLRQ�

RXWVLGH� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW� DV� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� FKHFN�RQ� WKH� WKUHH�RIILFLDO� EUDQFKHV´108. However, even 

though American journalists have ± in theory ± the freedom to report criticism of public officials and 

their policies, this chapter will show that in practice the independence of media is somewhat 

constrained, especially when it comes to the coverage of international affairs involving the US. These 

limitations are connected e.g., to who owns or finances the media, to the fear of flak or ideological 

environment in which the journalists operate and to the state of elite debate. The starting point for 

this media bias analysis is the defeat in 9LHWQDP��ZKLFK�³KDV�OHIW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GHHSO\�GLYLGHG��

DQG�QR� LVVXH�KDV�EHHQ�PRUH�ELWWHUO\�GLYLVLYH� WKDQ� WKH� UROH�RI� WKH�PHGLD´109. Indeed, the following 

academic literature review will cluster around works that were published in the late 1980s and early 

1990s²of course, with fitting adjustments and updates that take into consideration the impact of the 

internet and, more recently, social media.  

The way in which the authors considered here have gone about their analysis of US mainstream 

media is by exploring their reporting on several major foreign policy events: the results of such 

analyses showed the general tendencies of press-state relations hence allowing to build a clearer 

profile of the functioning of US democracy across different issue areas110. As anticipated, the general 

 
 
108 Quoted in Jonathan Mermin, Debating War and Peace: Media Coverage of U.S. Intervention in the Post-Vietnam Era 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999), 6. 
109 Daniel C. Hallin, 7KH�³8QFHQVRUHG�:DU´��WKH�0HGLD�DQG�9LHWQDP (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 3. 
110 /DQFH�%HQQHWW��³7RZDUG�a Theory of Press-State Relations in the United States´��Journal of Communication 40, no. 2 
(1990): 122. 
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WUHQG�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�PHGLD�EHLQJ�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPSOLDQW�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DJHQGD�ZKHQ�

LW� FRPHV� WR� ³PLOLWDU\� GHFLVLRQV�� IRUHLJQ� DIIDLUV�� WUDGH�� DQG� PDFURHFRQRPLF� SROLF\-areas of great 

importance not only to corporate HFRQRPLF�LQWHUHVWV�EXW�WR�WKH�DGYDQFHPHQW�RI�VWDWH�SRZHU�DV�ZHOO´111. 

In other words, when it comes to core state interests in international conflicts, US media seem to be 

OHVV�FULWLFDO�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�OLQH�RI�DFWLRQ��WKLV�LV�UHOHYDQW�EHFDXVH�WKH�media have a social-cultural 

position which makes it possible for them to legitimise particular narratives112. Being able to impact 

WKH� SXEOLF¶V� SHUFHSWLRQ113 around noteworthy events is undoubtedly a great responsibility and, 

therefore, it is essential to be aware of how news is being delivered and what kind of mechanisms and 

interests underlie news choice and framing. 

This chapter is divided into several parts, with two clusters of school of thought as baseline: the 

starting point is the so-called hegemony VFKRRO� RI� WKRXJKW� �DOVR� UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� ³HOLWLVW� VFKRRO� RI�

WKRXJKW´���ZKLFK�HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�����V��7KH�VHFRQG�PDLQ�JURXS�RI�WKHRULHV��WKH�

LQGH[LQJ�K\SRWKHVLV�VFKRRO�RI�WKRXJKW��HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�\HDUV�ZLWK�'DQLHO�+DOOLQ¶V�DQDO\VLV�RI�

the Vietnam war reporting but fully developed only later, in the 1990s²in fact, the name of the theory 

FRPHV�IURP�/DQFH�%HQQHWW¶V�ZRUN�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������7ZR�WKHRULHV�DUH�GHDOW�ZLWK�PRUH�WKRURXJKO\�

WKDQ�RWKHUV� L�H���+HUPDQ� DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO� �SDUW of the first cluster) and Robert 

(QWPDQ¶V�FDVFDGLQJ�DFWLYDWLRQ�PRGHO��SDUW�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�FOXVWHU���7KLV�FKRLFH�LV�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�

that these authors, starting from insights already present in the field combined with their own research, 

have developed actual models, which require more careful consideration. 

 

3.1. The Hegemony School of Thought 

The starting point for this first cluster is three books, all written in the 1980s, in which the authors 

took a critical stance on mainstream media in the US by analysing their performance and subsequently 

GHYHORSLQJ�D�WKHRU\�WR�H[SODLQ�WKHLU�IXQFWLRQLQJ��7KHVH�DXWKRUV�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�³KHJHPRQ\´�VFKRRO�RI�

WKRXJKW��RU�³HOLWH-GULYHQ�PRGHO´114) because their core claim regarding media-state relations in the 

86�LV�³WKH�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�RI�QHZV�PHGLD�WR�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�HOLWHV´115. The first of these books 

�LQ�FKURQRORJLFDO�RUGHU��LV�%HQ�%DJGLNLDQ¶V�The Media Monopoly (1983): for the purposes of this 

 
 
111 Ibid. 
112 6DPDQWKD�&RRSHU�HW�DO���³0HGLD�&RYHUDJH�RI�5HIXJHHV�DQG�$V\OXP�6HHNHUV�LQ�5HJLRQDO�$XVWUDOLD��$�&ULWLFDO�'LVFRXUVH�
$QDO\VLV´��Media International Australia 162, no. 1 (February 2017): p. 78-89. 
113 Alberto Tagliapietra��³Media and Securitisation: The Influence on Perception´��IAI Papers 21 no. 34 (July 2021): 6. 
114 Piers 5RELQVRQ�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 79. 
115 Ibid. 
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work, the 7th and latest version of the book will be considered i.e., The New Media Monopoly (2004). 

Here, Bagdikian examines the growing concentration of media in the US in the hands of corporate 

owners which, he argues, poses a serious threat to freedom of expression and independent journalism 

and, thus, the democratic process itself. When the first edition of the book was published in 1983, 

Bagdikian noted that around fifty corporations controlled what most people in the United States read 

and watched: today, this number decreased to five: as Bagdikian himself wrote in The New Media 

Monopoly��WKLV�JLYHV�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�ILYH�FRQJORPHUDWHV�DQG�WKHLU�OHDGHUV�³PRUH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�SRZHU�

WKDQ�ZDV�H[HUFLVHG�E\�DQ\�GHVSRW�RU�GLFWDWRUVKLS�LQ�KLVWRU\´116. A useful infographic shared by the 

Business Insider117 shows in a visually effective manner the implications of this media 

conglomeration. 

The second book is Inventing Reality: The Politics of the Mass Media (1986) and was written 

E\�0LFKDHO� 3DUHQWL��+HUH�� KH� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH�PDVV�PHGLD� ³H[HUW� D� VXEWOH�� SHUVLVWHQW� LQIOXHQFH� LQ�

defining the scope of respectable political discourse, channelling public attention in directions that 

are essentially supportive of the existing politico-HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP´118. Therefore, once again, it is 

WKH�HOLWHV�WKDW�GHILQH�WKH�PHGLD¶V�DJHQGD�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�KHlp maintain the status quo. In Chapter 12, 

Parenti explains how media can manipulate the news and promote elite-approved messages: outright 

OLHV��XQEDODQFHG�WUHDWPHQW��IUDPLQJ��³WKH�JUH\LQJ�RI�UHDOLW\´119, and auxiliary embellishments such as 

impactful headlines, political cartoons and caricatures, photographs²these can all change how a 

VWRU\� LV�SHUFHLYHG�� LI�FDUHIXOO\� FUDIWHG��7KHVH� WHFKQLTXHV�� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� WKH� ³ELDV� LQ� WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�

ownership and control, the vested class interests, the financial muscle of big advertisers, and the entire 

FDSLWDOLVW�VRFLDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�RUGHU´120 is how news manufacturers have become merely conduits for 

RIILFLDO� DQG� PRQH\HG� LQWHUHVWV�� ³LQ� D� SURFHVV� WKDW� LV� QRW� LPPHGLDWHO\� UHFRJQL]HG� DV� EHLQJ� WKH�

SURSDJDQGD�LW�LV´121.   

Chapter 13 tackles the question of how a supposedly democratic government manages to 

FRQWURO�D�³SOXUDOLVWLF�SUHVV�WKDW�LV�QHLWKHU�IRUPDOO\�RZQHG�QRU�RIILFLDOO\�FHQVRUHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH´122, and 

the answer is twofold:  

 
 
116 Ben H. Bagdikian, The New Media Monopoly (Boston: Beacon Press, 2004), 3. 
117 Ashley /XW]�� ³7KHVH� ��&RUSRUDWLRQV�&RQWURO� ����2I� 7KH�0HGLD� ,Q�$PHULFD´, Business Insider, June 14, 2012, 
https://www.businessinsider.com/these-6-corporations-control-90-of-the-media-in-america-2012-6?r=US&IR=T. 
118 Michael Parenti, Inventing Reality: The Politics of the Mass Media �1HZ�<RUN��6W��0DUWLQ¶V�3UHVV���������L[� 
119 The ³Jreying of reality´ refers to the blurring of popular grievances and social inequities²in other words, the opposite 
process of sensationalization. 
120 Michael Parenti, Inventing Reality: The Politics of the Mass Media �1HZ�<RUN��6W��0DUWLQ¶V�3UHVV�������, 214. 
121 Ivi, 226 
122 Ivi, 228. 
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1. Through government agencies such as the FBI and the CIA: there have been many reports of 

undercover agents working as journalists for news organizations²many stories run by 

newspapers such as the NYT were later proved to be planted by CIA agents. Stories about the 

war in Vietnam, the situation in El Salvador or Nicaragua: all scenarios in which the US 

government had a strong interest in promoting a specific narrative supportive of its agenda. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3DUHQWL��³WKH�&,$�UXQV�WKH�ELJJHVW�QHZV�VHUYLFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�D�EXGJHW�ODUJHU�

than those of all WKH�PDMRU�ZLUH� VHUYLFHV�SXW� WRJHWKHU´��+H� IXUWKHU� UHSRUWV� WKDW� ³LQ������ D�

6HQDWH� LQWHOOLJHQFH� FRPPLWWHH� IRXQG� WKDW� WKH� &,$� RZQHG� RXWULJKW� ³PRUH� WKDQ� ���� ZLUH�

VHUYLFHV�� QHZVSDSHUV�� PDJD]LQHV�� DQG� ERRN� SXEOLVKLQJ� FRPSOH[HV´� DQG� VXEVLGL]HG� PDQ\�

PRUH´123. This would mean that the US did own ± and probably still does ± its very own 

propaganda machine.  

2. 7KH�VHFRQG�H[SODQDWLRQ�UHODWHV�WR�D�FRPPRQ�LGHRORJ\��LQGHHG��3DUHQWL�DUJXHV�WKDW�³WKH�VRFLDO�

institutions of capitalist society are the purveyors of its cultural myths, values, and 

OHJLWLPDWLQJ� YLHZSRLQWV´� DQG� WKDW�� WKHUHIRUH�� ³WR� WKH� H[WHQW� WKDW� QHZV� SURGXFHUV²from 

publishers to reporters²are immersed in that culture, they may not be fully aware of how 

WKH\�PLVUHSUHVHQW��HYDGH��DQG�VXSSUHVV�WKH�QHZV´124. To fully examine this topic would require 

a separate work, especially since proving or disproving the effects of a so-FDOOHG�³SUHYDOHQW�

LGHRORJ\´�RQ� WKH�ZD\�SHRSOH�WKLQN�LV�H[WUHPHO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ��+RZHYHU��IRU� WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�

this work, it will be assumed that it is unavoidable that the environment in which one grows 

DQG�IRUPV�RQHVHOI�LV�JRLQJ�WR�DIIHFW�RQH¶V�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�DW�OHDVW�WR�VRPH�GHJUHH��$V�ZLOO�EH�

discussed later, many political communication scholars have made the same assumption. 

Before moving to the third and last book, it is necessary to address a critic to the media 

KHJHPRQ\� WKHRU\� UDLVHG� E\� 'DYLG� /�� $OWKHLGH� LQ� ³0HGLD� +HJHPRQ\�� $� )DLOXUH� RI� 3HUVSHFWLYH´�

(1984): by taking into consideration a series of studies analysing the attitudes of journalists, editors, 

and business leaders, he concludes that the biggest flaw of this theory is that it assumes a passive 

spectator and manipulation theory. However, the fact that the media might act a certain way does not 

necessarily mean that they succeed in manipulating their public: Herman and Chomsky themselves 

made a similar argument²the extent to which this propaganda of the media works is unclear and 

beyond the scope of the studies under consideration. What truly is a matter of inquiry here, is whether 

the media act as a propagator of government interests, in particular when it comes to foreign policy 

issues: if indeed they do serve as tools of the government (to some extent), depriving the public of 

 
 
123 Ivi, 233. 
124 Ivi, 240. 
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essential information and, in effect, selling government policy125, then they should be condemned, 

IRU�WKHLU�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�VKRXOG�EH�WR�LQIRUP�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�HQDEOH�LW�³WR�SURSHUO\�DVVHVV�SROLF\�DQG�

SRWHQWLDOO\�LQIOXHQFH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ´126. This is what the democratic process requires in the First 

Amendment, as discussed in the introduction, and, therefore, if the media is not living up to such ideal 

of freedom, then they should be held accountable, and the public should be made aware. 

 

3.2��+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO� 

The third book under consideration is Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass 

Media127 written by Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky. It is the result of years of research about 

the functioning of the media system in the United States and it presents a multi-layered theory on 

media-state relations in the US, the so-FDOOHG� ³3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO´�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� +HUPDQ� DQG�

&KRPVN\¶V� RZQ� GHILQLWLRQ�� WKH� 3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO� LV� ³DQ� DQDO\WLFDO� IUDPHZRUN� WKDW� DWWHPSWV� WR�

explain the performance of the US media in terms of the basic institutional structures and relationships 

ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�RSHUDWH´128. The premise for this model is the same as for other authors that are 

SDUW�RI�WKH�KHJHPRQ\�VFKRRO�RI�WKRXJKW�L�H���WKDW�WKH�³VRFLHWDO�SXUSRVH´�RI�WKH�PHGLD�LV�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�

economic, social, and political agenda of privileged groups that dominate the domestic society and 

the state129�� DQG� WKDW� WKH� PHGLD� VHUYH� WKLV� SXUSRVH� ³WKURXJK� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� WRSLFV�� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI�

concerns, framing of issues, filtering of information, emphasis and tone, and by keeping debate within 

WKH�ERXQGV�RI�DFFHSWDEOH�SUHPLVHV´130. The idea is that the public is not sovereign over the media, but 

it is the media that offer certain readings of current events, and the public can only choose among 

them. 

The difference with the authors introduced so far is that Herman and Chomsky put all these 

considerations in a structured model: they propose five filters which, according to them, account for 

all the limitations and constraints that make US mainstream media a dummy for the elites. These 

filters are:  

 
 
125 (GZDUG�6��+HUPDQ��³7KH�0HGLD¶V�5ROH�LQ�8�6��)RUHLJQ�3ROLF\´, Journal of International Affairs 47, no. 1 (1993): 29. 
126 Ibid. 
127 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008). 
128 Ivi, 12. 
129 Ivi, 374. 
130 Ibid. 
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1. The first filter refers to the size, corporate ownership, owner wealth and profit orientation of 

the dominant mass-media companies: the argument is substantially the one presented by 

%DJGLNLDQ�LQ�³7KH�0HGLD�0RQRSRO\´�L�H���86�PHGLD�DUH�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�FRUSRUDWLRQV�RZQHG�

by a few wealthy businessmen whose main interest is profit. Therefore, constraints on news 

choices come from whoever owns or manages the media corporation, from other market-

profit-oriented forces and from the close connections the corporation has with its investors 

e.g., other major corporations and banks. Finally, since every media company requires 

government licenses and franchises, they are also legally depended on the government itself. 

2. Advertising as the primary source of income of the mass media is the second filter: media 

have increasingly started to rely on advertising both as a means of survival (to cover 

production costs) and as substantial portion of their profit. This in turn resulted in an increased 

SRZHU�RI�DGYHUWLVHUV�WR�LQIOXHQFH�ERWK�WKH�PHGLD¶V�DIIOXHQFH�DQG�WKHLU�FRQWLQXHG�H[LVWHQFH��

indeed, media that do not attract advertisers are significantly disadvantaged and cannot 

compete effectively with media that, on the contrary, are able to attract this kind of revenue. 

It is especially working-class and radical media that take the biggest hit, given that they are 

more likely to suffer from the political discrimination of advertisers131��LQ�IDFW��³PDQ\�ILUPV�

will always refuse to patronize ideological enemies and those whom they perceive as 

GDPDJLQJ� WKHLU� LQWHUHVWV´132. Therefore, this filter explains why mainstream media have 

become increasingly profit oriented: their goal is to attract audiences, especially ones that are 

most favourable to advertisers i.e., audiences with money to spend. 

3. The third filter discusses the reliance of the media on information provided by government, 

EXVLQHVV�DQG�³H[SHUWV´�IXQGHG�DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�WKHVH�SULPDU\�VRXUFHV�DQG�DJHQWV�RI�SRZHU��

LQ�VKRUW��WKH�PDVV�PHGLD¶V�sources of information. Given that reporters and cameras cannot be 

always everywhere, news companies must rely on outside sources: Herman and Chomsky 

argue that the media have developed a symbiotic relationship with powerful sources of 

information because of economic necessity and reciprocity of interest133. City halls, the police 

department, business corporations and trade groups, and government officials are all sources 

FRQVLGHUHG�³FUHGLEOH´�DQG�³REMHFWLYH´��JLYHQ�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\�DQG�SUHVWLJH��WKHUHIRUH��Whey are 

all granted special access to the media. Moreover, they have the resources and personal 

 
 
131 Ivi, 77. 
132 Ibid. 
133 Ivi, 79. 
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FRQQHFWLRQV� WR�³VKDSH� WKH�VXSSO\�RI�H[SHUWV´�RU�HYHQ� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�PHGLD� LQWR� IROORZLQJ�D�

specific agenda or promoting a certain framework. 

4. ³)ODN´� DV� PHDQV� RI� Gisciplining the media is the fourth filter: the authors define flak as 

³QHJDWLYH� UHVSRQVHV� WR� D�PHGLD� VWDWHPHQW� RU� SURJUDP´134 and argue that if these negative 

responses are produced on a large scale, they can result in uncomfortable as well as costly 

consequences for the media. However, it is equally costly to produce flak, and it requires a 

certain degree of power: the main producers of flak are therefore institutions such as Freedom 

Media, the Media Institute or the Centre for Media and Public Affairs, but also the 

JRYHUQPHQW��DOZD\V�UHDG\�WR�DVVDLO��WKUHDWHQ�DQG�³FRUUHFW´�WKH�PHGLD�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�

on a preestablished line. 

5. ³$QWL-FRPPXQLVP´�DV�D�QDWLRQDO�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�FRQWURO�PHFKDQLVP�LV�WKH�ILIWK�DQG�ODVW�ILOWHU�RI�

the model: the two academics postulate that this mechanism makes it so that issues tend to be 

IUDPHG� LQ� WHUPV�RI�³D�GLFKRWRPL]HG�ZRUOG�RI�&RPPXQLVW�DQG�DQWL-&RPPXQLVW�SRZHUV´135. 

7KLV�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�³XV´��WKH�³JRRG�JX\V´��DQG�³WKHP´��WKH�³EDG�JX\V´��OHJLWLPL]HV�

any course of action taken to contrast or contain the bad guys and makes it perfectly acceptable 

QHZV�SUDFWLFH�WR�URRW�IRU�³RXU�VLGH´��,Q�WKH�XSGDWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�³0DQXIDFWXULQJ�&RQVHQW´� ± 

published in 2008 ± the authors argue that the force of anti-communist ideology has possibly 

weakened with the end of the Cold war136. However, they further claim that media in the US 

have internalized the prevalent ideology that resulted from the triumph of capitalism i.e., 

market liberalism, and that this ideology has substituted anti-communism in serving as a lens 

through which news are reported²in particular, news regarding foreign policy issues and 

LQYROYLQJ�³HQHP\�VWDWHV´� 

Because of all these filters, the two authors contend that the US media present a truncated and 

fundamentally distorted view of the world, one that serves the interests of US political and economic 

elites137. 

 
 
134 Ivi, 87. 
135 Ivi, 92. 
136 Ivi, 19. 
137 3LHUV� 5RELQVRQ�� ³The Propaganda Model: Still Relevant Today"´� LQ� Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), 77. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-137-32021-6_5. 

43:92825

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-137-32021-6_5


 44 

Herman and Chomsky further tested the PM on a few case studies138: the comparison is always 

between two situations that are largely similar in nature but involve two kinds of actors²one that is 

favourable to the US government, and one that is unfavourable. The expectation is that victims of 

enemy states receive much more coverage and sympathy than those who have been wronged by the 

United States: these assumptions proved to be true. This means that, according to US media, there 

DUH�³ZRUWK\´�DQG�³XQZRUWK\´�YLFWLPV��³WKH�SXEOLF�GRHV�QRW�QRWLFH� WKH�VLOHQFH�RQ�YLFWLPV� LQ�FOLHQW�

VWDWHV´139²it is much harder, and it takes much longer to notice the absence of something, especially 

when it is the main sources of information that purposedly decide to silence or underreport certain 

issues. This distinction between worthy and unworthy victims essentially helps US policymakers to 

build a narrative against HQHP\� VWDWHV�� VKRZLQJ� KRZ� WKH\� FDQ� EH� ³ZLFNHG� DQG� GHVHUYLQJ� RI� 86�

KRVWLOLW\´140, while at the same time reaffirming the goodness of US values and ideology. The same 

mechanism applies to all other cases analysed by the two authors: for instance, in the coverage of 

elections in enemy states vs. elections in client states, unsurprisingly, the former were presented by 

the media as undemocratic and a farce, whereas the latter were described as legitimate and a triumph 

of democracy. In sum, Herman and Chomsky depLFW�WKH�PDVV�PHGLD�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DV�³HIIHFWLYH�

and powerful ideological institutions that carry out a system-supportive propaganda function by 

 
 
138 The first case study presented in Chapter 2 is the murder of Polish priest Jerzy 3RSLHáXV]NR (worthy victim because he 
was killed by the Polish police i.e., Communism) vs. victims of murder in Latin America (a US client state), including 
Archbishop Oscar Romero and four American churchwomen (unworthy victims).  
&KDSWHU���GHVFULEHV�WKH�FRYHUDJH�RI�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�³WKLUG�ZRUOG´�FRXQWULHV��QDPHO\�(O�6DOYDGRU��*XDWHPDOD��DQG�1LFDUDJXD��
Elections in friendly client states are often held under U.S. sponsorship and with extensive U.S. management and public-
relations support: this was the case of the Dominican Republic in 1966 and Guatemala in 1984-85, while the elections in 
(O� 6DOYDGRU� LQ� ����� DQG� �����ZHUH� ³GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� HOHFWLRQV´� DQG� WKH� RQHV� LQ�1LFDUDJXD� LQ� �����ZHUH� LQWHQGHG� WR�
legitimize a government that the Reagan administration wanted to overthrow and were therefore depicted as deficient and 
farcical. 
&KDSWHU���LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�³7KH�.*%-Bulgarian Plot to Kill tKH�3RSH´��ZKHUH�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�PHGLD�
KDYH� SOD\HG� D� ODUJHU� UROH� LQ� SURPRWLQJ� VXLWDEOH� IUDPHV� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW¶V� DJHQGD� ZDV� QRW� VHULRXVO\�
challenged²in fact, in the previous case studies it was always the government pushing for its preferred frames and only 
providing certain types of information, while here claims were originated by the media themselves. 
The media coverage of US wars in Indochina is dealt with in Chapters 5 and 6: the former describing coverage of the 
Vietnam war and the latter analysing the reporting of events taking place in Laos and Cambodia. The Vietnam war showed 
how narrative around an event can change when there is strong popular opposition to it: indeed, during the period of 
growing involvement, ³WKH�ZDWFKGRJ�DFWXDOO\�HQFRXUDJHG�WKH�EXUJODU�WR�PDNH�KLPVHOI�DW�KRPH�LQ�D�GLVWDQW�ODQG��DQG�WR�
ERPE� DQG� GHVWUR\� LW� ZLWK� DEDQGRQ´� �+HUPDQ� DQG� &KRPVN\�� ������ ������ )LQDOO\�� WKH� UHSRUWLQJ� DURXQG� &DPERGLD�
demonstrated how media permit and encourage debate as long as it remains faithfully within the system of presuppositions 
and principles that constitute an elite consensus (Herman and Chomsky, 2008: 379): once again, there are worthy and 
unworthy victims, and this is why media have largely ignored Indonesian atrocities in East Timor and the US 
responsibility for the aggression and massacres and only focused on the Khmer Rouge instead. 
139 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008), 59. 
140 Ivi, 22. 

44:11295



 45 

reliance on market forces, internalized assumptions, and self-censorship, and without significant overt 

coHUFLRQ´141. The functioning of this propaganda machine is different than that of a totalitarian state: 

GHEDWH��FULWLFLVP�DQG�GLVVHQW�DUH�SHUPLWWHG��DOEHLW�RQO\�³DV�ORQJ�DV�WKHVH�UHPDLQ�IDLWKIXOO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

system of presuppositions and principles that consWLWXWH�DQ�HOLWH�FRQVHQVXV´142. 

 

3.3. The Propaganda Model Updated 

Despite being initially ignored or cast aside (as the two authors themselves had predicted143), the PM 

has been recently re-examined in light of radical changes such as the arrival of the internet and social 

media in a book titled The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception and Awareness144. For 

the purposes of this work, only the chapter concerning the update of the model will be considered i.e., 

³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDganda Model in the Age of the Internet, Big Data 

DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´��ZULWWHQ�E\�&KULVWLDQ�)XFKV��7KH�RWKHU�PDLQ�VRXUFH�IRU�WKLV�SDUW�LV�3LHUV�5RELQVRQ��

who is also one of the authors that contributed to The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception 

and Awareness��KRZHYHU��D�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUN�RI�KLV�LV�FLWHG�KHUH��QDPHO\�³7KH�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO��6WLOO�

5HOHYDQW�7RGD\"´145. Indeed, in their analysis of the continued relevance of the PM, both authors 

make very similar arguments and reach analogous conclusions. They contend that the major 

traditional news media brands have not been unseated as the major providers of news but have rather 

moved to the online environment146, while big conglomerates still own them. According to Fuchs, 

this private ownership matters becausH� ³LW� ORFNV� XVHUV� RXW� IURP� WKH� FRQWURO� RI� DOJRULWKPV� WKDW�

GHWHUPLQH� WKH� SULRULWLHV� RI� KRZ� VHDUFK� UHVXOWV� DQG� QHZV� DUH� SUHVHQWHG´147. If anything, it can be 

PDLQWDLQHG�WKDW�RZQHUVKLS�KDV�DQ�HYHQ�ELJJHU�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�QHZV�WKDW�DSSHDU�RQ�XVHUV¶�VFUHHQV�� 

 
 
141 Ivi, 382. 
142 Ivi, 379. 
143 $QGUHZ�0XOOHQ��³7ZHQW\�\HDUV�RQ��WKH�VHFRQG-order prediction of the Herman±&KRPVN\�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO´, Media, 
Culture & Society 32, no. 4 (2010): 673-690. 
144 Pedro-Carañana, Joan, Daniel Broudy and Jeffery Klaehn, ed, The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception 
and Awareness (London: University of Westminster Press, 2018). 
145 Piers 5RELQVRQ�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 77-96.  
146 Ivi, 82. 
147 Christian Fuchs, ³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQHW��%LJ�'DWD�
DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´, in The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception and Awareness, ed. Joan Pedro-Carañana, 
Daniel Broudy and Jeffery Klaehn, (London: University of Westminster Press, 2018): 74. 
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As faU�DV�WKH�VHFRQG�ILOWHU�LV�FRQFHUQHG��³WKH�,QWHUQHW�KDV�PDGH�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�LQGXVWU\�HYHQ�

PRUH�UHOLDQW�XSRQ�DGYHUWLVLQJ�DV�VRXUFH�RI�UHYHQXH´148: it is true that the effects of targeted online 

advertising are unclear because it is problematic to establish how long a user has been on the 

advertising page for and whether they bought something in the end. Nonetheless, social media have 

allowed multiple audiences to be targeted at once instead of the typical reading audience as is the 

case with newspapers149. In suP��³WKHUH� LV� OLWWOH� UHDVRQ� WR�TXHVWLRQ� WKH�FRQWLQXHG�UHOHYDQFH�RI� WKH�

HFRQRPLF�ILOWHUV�LGHQWLILHG�LQ�WKH�SURSDJDQGD�PRGHO´150. Contrarily, when it comes to the sourcing 

filter, it is not easy to observe clear results: on the one hand, supporters of the media empowerment 

thesis have argued that technological advances such as 24-KRXUV�QHZV�KDYH�OHG�WR�D�³JUHDWHU�SRWHQWLDO�

for alternative non-HOLWH�VRXUFHV�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�QHZV�DJHQGD´��ZKLOH�VPDUWSKRQHV�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD�

have allowed virtually everyone who finds themselves in the middle of a newsworthy event to become 

a reporter and share updates without filters. On the other hand, attracting visibility and attention online 

is challenging, especially because of this plurality of news sources available. Moreover, the evidence 

WKDW�MRXUQDOLVWV¶�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�RIILFLDO�VRXUFHV�KDV�GHFUHDVHG� LV�HTXDOO\�XQFOHDU��5RELQVRQ�FLWHV�D�

VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�E\�/LYLQJVWRQ�DQG�%HQQHWW�LQ������ZKLFK�OHG� WKHP�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�³ZKLOH�

event-driven news had increased, officials seem WR�EH�DV�PXFK�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�QHZV�DV�HYHU´151. Finally, 

5RELQVRQ� DUJXHV� WKDW�� RQ� WKHLU� SDUW�� ³JRYHUQPHQWV� KDYH� DOVR� EHFRPH� LQFUHDVLQJO\� DGHSW� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDO�DW�GHYHORSLQJ�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�ZD\V�RI�VKDSLQJ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�HQYLURQPHQW´152. 

Robinson, due to space constraints, did not address the fourth filter i.e., flak. Fuchs, on his part, 

speaks of mediated lobbying attempts: indeed, lobbying for certain interests has been extended to 

VRFLDO� PHGLD� ZLWK� WKH� DLP� WR� ³GLUHFWO\� WUDQVPLW� SROLWLFDO� PHVVDJHV� WR� DV� PDQ\� internet users as 

SRVVLEOH´153. The dangers of this tool are exemplified by the use that right-wing lobbying movements 

are making of social media: spreading conspiracy theories, fake online stories, and similar features to 

achieve their goals resulted in the creation of an atmosphere of hatred, prejudices, and overall 

 
 
148 3LHUV� 5RELQVRQ�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 82. 
149 Christian Fuchs, ³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQHW��%LJ�'DWD�
DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´, in The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception and Awareness, ed. Joan Pedro-Carañana, 
Daniel Broudy and Jeffery Klaehn, (London: University of Westminster Press, 2018): 76. 
150 3LHUV� 5RELQVRQ�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 82. 
151 Ivi, 82-83. 
152 Ivi, 84. 
153 Christian Fuchs, ³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQHW��%LJ�'DWD�
DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´, in The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception and Awareness, ed. Joan Pedro-Carañana, 
Daniel Broudy and Jeffery Klaehn, (London: University of Westminster Press, 2018): 86. 
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DXWKRULWDULDQ�SRSXOLVP�WKDW�FRPELQHG�IRUP�µD�ULJKW-wing attack machine and echo-FKDPEHU¶154. In 

response to this reckless use of media channels, fact-checking organizations have emerged: as the 

name suggests, their aim is to verify the news circulating on social media ± especially the most 

sensationalistic ones ± and assess their veracity.  

As mHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU��+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�WKHPVHOYHV�XSGDWHG�WKH�µDQWL-FRPPXQLVP¶�ILOWHU��

VXEVWLWXWLQJ� LW� ZLWK� PDUNHW� OLEHUDOLVP�� VLPLODUO\�� 5RELQVRQ� PDLQWDLQV� WKDW� WKLV� ILOWHU� ³VKRXOG� EH�

understood as part of a much broader agenda regarding free market rhetoric´155 (emphasis added). 

He further adds that in recent times, other ideological constraints have emerged e.g., the war on terror 

RU�QDWLRQDOLVP��ZKRVH�FRQWLQXHG�LPSRUWDQFH�³OLPLWV�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�PHGLD�WR�EH�FULWLFDO�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�

of their respectivH�JRYHUQPHQWV´156��$�VLJQLILFDQW�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKLV�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�³PHGLD�

operate against an ideological backdrop regardless of who owns what, the relationship between 

RIILFLDOV�DQG�VRXUFHV��DQG�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\�WKDW�VKDSHV�WKH�PHGLD�HQYLURQPHQW´157, giving the ideology 

filter newfound importance. Overall, except for a few criticisms that will be addressed in the next 

Chapter, the PM remains a powerful framework to analyse the power structures in media systems. 

 

3.4. The Indexing Hypothesis School of Thought 

This section opens with another theory formulated in the 1980s and more precisely in 1986, when 

'DQLHO�+DOOLQ¶V�ERRN��7KH�³8QFHQVRUHG�:DU´��WKH�0HGLD�DQG�9LHWQDP, was published. In this book, 

WKH�DXWKRU�GHVFULEHV�WKH�MRXUQDOLVW¶V�ZRUOG�DV�EHLQJ�FRPSUised of three different concentric regions, 

FDOOHG�WKH�³PHGLD�VSKHUHV´ (hence, the name of the theory), each of which is governed by different 

journalistic standards: in Figure 1 it is possible to see how he imagined the model, with the Sphere of 

Legitimate Controversy, the Sphere of Consensus, and the Sphere of Deviance being the names of 

the three sections. The bounds of the Sphere of Legitimate Controversy (the middle ground, in a way) 

DUH� GHILQHG� ³E\� WKH� WZR-party system²by the parameters of debate between and within the 

Democratic and Republican parties²as well as by the decision-making process in the bureaucracies 

of the executive branch. Within this region, objectivity and balance reign as the supreme journalistic 

YLUWXHV´158. In other words, journalists do not go outside of the bounds of elite debate and are driven 

 
 
154 Fuchs quoting Herman and Chomsky, ³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD Model in the Age of the 
,QWHUQHW��%LJ�'DWD�DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´, 83. 
155 3LHUV� 5RELQVRQ�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 86. 
156 Ivi, 87. 
157 Ivi, 88. 
158 Daniel C. Hallin, 7KH�³8QFHQVRUHG�:DU´��WKH�0HGLD�DQG�9LHWQDP (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 116. 
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E\�³REMHFWLYLW\�DQG�EDODQFH´��,Q�WKH�6SKHUH�RI�&RQVHQVXV��³UHJLRQ�MRXUQDOLVWV�GR�QRW�IHHO�compelled 

HLWKHU�WR�SUHVHQW�RSSRVLQJ�YLHZV�RU�WR�UHPDLQ�GLVLQWHUHVWHG�REVHUYHUV��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKH�MRXUQDOLVW¶V�

UROH�LV�WR�VHUYH�DV�DQ�DGYRFDWH�RU�FHOHEUDQW�RI�FRQVHQVXV�YDOXHV´159²therefore, journalists operating 

in this region are merely supporting the establishment. Last but not least, in the Sphere of Deviance 

MRXUQDOLVP�³SOD\V�WKH�UROH�RI�H[SRVLQJ��FRQGHPQLQJ��RU�H[FOXGLQJ�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�DJHQGD�WKRVH�ZKR�

YLRODWH�RU�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�FRQVHQVXV´160, reinforcing the idea that debate in the news needs to 

be tightly relegated within accepted bounds. 

In subsequent years, others have tried to build theories on the functioning of media in the US: 

LQ�KLV�DUWLFOH�³7RZDUG�D�7KHRU\�RI�3UHVV-6WDWH�5HODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV´��/DQFH�%HQQHWW puts 

forward tKH�LQGH[LQJ�K\SRWKHVLV���������7KH�FRUH�DUJXPHQW�RI�WKLV�WKHRU\�LV�WKDW�³>«@�UHVWULFWLQJ�WKH�

UDQJH�RI�YRLFHV�LQ�QHZV�VWRULHV�LV�QRW�RYHUW�FHQVRUVKLS�EXW�UHVXOWV�LQVWHDG�IURP�URXWLQH�³SURIHVVLRQDO´�

decisions about who and what the media should cover with thHLU�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV´161. Media in the 

US look at government sources as their primary sources for their daily reports therefore restricting 

the number of opinions that are going to be displayed in the news to those commonly held by one 

category of people i.e., the elites. While it is perfectly reasonable for the press to grant government 

sources a greater share of attention ± after all, as mentioned in the introduction, one of the main 

objectives of the media is to keep the government in check ± what happenV�LQ�SUDFWLFH�LV�WKDW�³QHZV�

is indexed implicitly to the range and dynamics of governmental debate but has little relation to 

 
 
159 Ivi, 116-117. 
160 Ivi, 117. 
161 /DQFH�%HQQHWW��³7RZDUG�a Theory of Press-State Relations in the United States´��Journal of Communication 40, no. 2 
(1990): 103. 

Figure 1. Spheres of consensus, controversy, and deviance. 

Source. Hallin, 1986: 117. 
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H[SUHVVHG� SXEOLF� RSLQLRQ´162�� 7KH� LQGH[LQJ� K\SRWKHVLV�� %HQQHW� DUJXHV�� LQWHJUDWHV� WKH� ³PHGLD�

PRQRSRO\´�WKHRU\�E\�H[SODLQLQJ�KRZ�QHZV boards ensure that only the news that fit are published: 

he claims that it is unlikely that boardroom discussions incorporate vocabulary that explicitly refers 

WR�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VWDWH�LQWHUHVWV��,QVWHDG��JLYHQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�LPSOLFLW�³LQGH[LQJ´�QRUP�VKDUHd at all 

levels of the news industry, there is no need to discuss which news fit²everyone already knows what 

news are compatible with political and economic interests. Hence, media are simply informing the 

public on the actions of the government163: the indexing hypothesis predicts that the media will only 

challenge the political frame when there is discord among the elites. 

In Debating War and Peace: Media Coverage of U.S. Intervention in the Post-Vietnam Era 

(1999) Jonathan Mermin builds on and extends HalOLQ� DQG�%HQQHWW¶V� WKHRULHV� WR� RIIHU� V\VWHPDWLF�

evidence of the impact of foreign-policy debate in Washington on the spectrum of foreign-policy 

debate that is reported in the news164. He does so by analysing the coverage of US intervention in the 

post-Vietnam era of some media outlets such as the New York Times, World News Tonight, and the 

MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour. More specifically, the events that he considers are the US interventions 

in Grenada (1983) and Panama (1989), the build-up to the Gulf War and the Gulf War itself, the US 

bombing of Libya (1986) and the US interventions in Somalia (1993) and Haiti (1994). He concludes 

WKDW�WKH�HYLGHQFH�SURYLGHG�IRU�LQ�WKHVH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�VXSSRUWV�³QRW�MXVW�WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�

indexing hypothesis, but the maUJLQDOL]DWLRQ�YHUVLRQ´165 as well, which means that critical viewpoints 

on US foreign policy are ignored or relegated to the margins of the news unless they have been 

expressed by official actors first. Mermin further highlights that, in the coverage of the events listed 

above, the media did report tangible facts: however, the difference lied in the narrative around those 

IDFWV�EHFDXVH�UHSRUWLQJ�WKDW�³WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�OLEHUDWHG�3DQDPD�IURP�DQ�RSSUHVVLYH�GLFWDWRU�DQG�VKXW�

GRZQ�D�PDMRU�DUP�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GUXJ�WUDGH´�LV�YDVWO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�UHSRUWLQJ�WKDW�³WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV� YLRODWHG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODZ� WR� SXQLVK� D� GLVOR\DO� FOLHQW´166. Clearly, the former formulation 

VXSSRUWV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DJHQGD��ZKLOH�WKH�ODWWHU�FULWLFL]HV�VXFK�DJHQGD��DQG�86�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�DV�

D�ZKROH���)DFWV�DUH�WKXV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�HDFK�VLGH¶V�SHUVSHFWLYH��DQG�WKH�PHGLD�VKRXOG�DYRLG�³GHILQLQJ�

 
 
162 Ibid. 
163 Ivi, 110. 
164 Jonathan Mermin, Debating War and Peace: Media Coverage of U.S. Intervention in the Post-Vietnam Era (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1999), 5. 
165 Ivi, 143. 
166 Ivi, 144. 
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what happened as what the government says happened´167 i.e., they should avoid indexing (or 

relegating) debate in the news to debate in Washington. 

 

3.5. Media Framing and the Cascading Activation Model 

Before introducing the next theory on media-state relations ± the cascading activation model ± it is 

necessary to first stop and look at a theory that does not describe how media work, but instead it 

explains how media are able to promote one narrative over the other i.e., media framing. It is 

necessary to first introduce media framing because it constitutes a central part of the model itself. 

Many authors from different fields of research have dealt with the media framing theory: in the field 

of mediated public diplomacy, Tamir Sheafer and Itay Gabay studied and applied media framing in 

WKHLU�DUWLFOH�³0HGLDWHG�3XEOLF�'LSORPDF\��$�6WUDWHJLF�&RQWHVW�RYHU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$JHQGD�%XLOGLQJ�

DQG�)UDPH�%XLOGLQJ´���������+HUH��WKH\�DQDO\VHG�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WZR�ULYDO�QDWLRQDO�DFWRUV�

(the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority) for access to and influence over the 

international media as part of their competition to sway international policymaking and gain political 

control168. Their argument is that there are some other actors involved in the process169 with their own 

specific interests that they wish to promote, and there are several strategies they employ to affect the 

way in which media frame the issue at hand. Indeed, sympathetic media coverage is a prerequisite 

for political influence; yet to achieve that, actors need to go through a two-step process: agenda and 

frame building. Agenda building means successfully competing for access to the media: in fact, 

Sheafer and Gabay argue that media attention is the most important limited resource in the political 

communications arena and all actors interested in promoting their narrative must struggle to obtain 

VXFK�DFFHVV��7KH�VHFRQG�VWHS�LQ�WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�FRQWURO�³WKH�VHOHFWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�UHDOLW\�

WKDW�ZLOO�SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�PHGLD´170: this is what the authors define aV�³IUDPH�EXLOGLQJ´��$V�D�UHVXOW��

once a certain actor manages to (a) obtain media attention and (b) successfully control the narrative 

surrounding a specific issue, they will be able to gain political influence and shape policymaking 

processes. 

 
 
167 Ivi, 145. 
168 Tamir Sheafer and Itay Gabay, ³0HGLDWHG�3XEOLF�'LSORPDF\��$�6WUDWHJLF�&RQWHVW�RYHU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$JHQGD�%XLOGLQJ�
DQG�)UDPH�%XLOGLQJ´��Political Communication 26 no. 4 (2009): 447. 
169 The Israeli government, the Palestinian Authority, but also the UK and US governments and the media. 
170 Tamir Sheafer and Itay Gabay, ³0HGLDWHG�3XEOLF�'LSORPDF\��$�6WUDWHJLF�&RQWHVW�RYHU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$JHQGD�%XLOGLQJ�
DQG�)UDPH�%XLOGLQJ´��Political Communication 26 no. 4 (2009): 448. 
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Definitions of media framing can be found in the field of political communication in war and 

peace (that will be explored more in depth later): Teresa Joseph, for instance, has argued that the way 

the media frame a certain issue²determining what is selected, what is excluded and what is 

emphasised171²can shape public opinion and, therefore, change the circumstances in which 

policymaking takes place172��6LPLODUO\��$OEHUWR�7DJOLDSLHWUD�KDV�GHVFULEHG�IUDPHV�DV�³RUJDQLVHG�VHWV�

of assumptions imposed by news professionals on HYHQWV¶�FRYHUDJH�DLPHG�DW�VLPSOLI\LQJ�FRPSOH[�

SKHQRPHQD� IRU� DXGLHQFHV�� SRWHQWLDOO\� OHDGLQJ� WR� D� ELDVHG� RXWFRPH´173. The general idea is that 

journalists can (more or less intentionally) pick and choose what to highlight and what to conceal in 

order to promote the narrative that best fits various interests that change with the actors involved and 

their own power to influence this process.  

)LQDOO\�� 5REHUW� (QWPDQ�� EHIRUH� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH� ³FDVFDGLQJ� DFWLYDWLRQ� PRGHO´�� GHVFULEHV�

IUDPLQJ�DV�WKH�SURFHVV�WKDW�³HQWDils selecting and highlighting some facets of events or issues and 

making connections among them so as to promote a particular interpretation, evaluation, and/or 

solution´174 (emphasis in the original): his definition of framing largely reflects the ones presented so 

IDU��+H�IXUWKHU�DGGV�WKDW�³IUDPLQJ�LV�WKH�FHQWUDO�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�JRYHUQPHQW�RIILFLDOV�DQG�MRXUQDOLVWV�

H[HUFLVH�SROLWLFDO�LQIOXHQFH�RYHU�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�SXEOLF´175, which brings his idea of framing 

closer to that of Sheafer and Gabay, since they all include government officials as actors who actively 

engage in framing processes. Indeed, the cascading activation model, using insights from the 

hegemony and indexing schools of thought, explains how interpretative frames spread from the White 

House to the network of non-governmental elites, to news organizations and all the way down to the 

public²Entman even provides a visual representation of his model, which can be seen in Figure 2. 

+H�FRPSDUHV�WKH�PRGHO�WR�DQ�DFWXDO�ZDWHUIDOO��ZKHUH�³PRYLQJ GRZQZDUG�>«@�LV�UHODWLYHO\�HDV\��EXW�

VSUHDGLQJ�LGHDV�KLJKHU��IURP�ORZHU�OHYHOV�WR�XSSHU��UHTXLUHV�H[WUD�HQHUJ\´176: if this idea is translated 

LQWR�WKH�PRGHO��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�³WKH�PRVW�LQGHSHQGHQW�DELOLW\�WR�GHFLGH�ZKLFK�

mental associations to activate and the highest probability of moving their own thoughts into general 

FLUFXODWLRQ´177. The way in which the administration manages to spread activation of frames is by 

 
 
171 Teresa Joseph��³Mediating War and Peace: Mass Media and International Conflict´��India Quarterly 70 no. 3 (2014): 
225. 
172 Ivi, 226. 
173 Alberto Tagliapietra��³Media and Securitisation: The Influence on Perception´��IAI Papers 21 no. 34 (July 2021): 5-6. 
174 Ibid. 
175 Robert M. Entman��³Cascading Activation: Contesting the White House¶s Frame After 9/11´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 417. 
176 Ivi, 420. 
177 Ibid. 
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cultivating (professional) contacts with upper-tier journalists: sometimes these relations are so 

V\PELRWLF�WKDW�LW�EHFRPHV�KDUG�³WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHUH�WKH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�³HOLWH´�DQG�³MRXUQDOLVW´�VKRXOG�

EH�GUDZQ��RU�ZKR�LQIOXHQFHV�ZKRP´178. On the contrary, public opinion in the cascade model is a 

dependent variable: sometimes the public manages to bring some information all the way up to the 

elites and influence them. This happens ± once again ± through the media: when they succeed in 

creating the impression that a certain idea is held widely and intensely by large swaths of the public, 

LV�EHFRPHV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�ODWWHU�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�HOLWHV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�GHFLVLRQV�� 

2QH�RI�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�PRGHO�LV�WKDW�³WKH�IDUWKHU�DQ�LGHD�WUDYHOV�EHWZHHn levels on the 

FDVFDGH�� WKH� IDLQWHU� WKH� WUDFHV�RI� WKH� ³UHDO´� VLWXDWLRQ� DUH´179: this happens because the process of 

FRQVWUXFWLQJ�QHZV�LV�QRW�OLQHDU�DQG�³QHZV�IUDPHV�DUH�VKDSHG� WKURXJK�WKH�IORZ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�

ideas, with varying levels of resistance and adaptation, among the administration, other elites, the 

PHGLD��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF´180. Consequently, before reaching the public, a news frame goes through a 

ORQJ�DQG�PXOWLIDFHWHG�SURFHVV��WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�³WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH¶V�SUHIHUUHG�YHUVLRQ�DFWXDOO\�IORZV�

GRZQ�DQG�GRPLQDWHV�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DW�HDFK�OHYHO´181, Entman identifies four variables 

 
 
178 Ibid. 
179 Ivi, 421. 
180 Gadi Wolfsfeld and Tamir Sheafer, ³&RPSHWLQJ�$FWRUV�DQG�WKH�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�3ROLWLFDO�1HZV��7KH�&RQWHVW�2YHU�
:DYHV�LQ�,VUDHO´, Political Communication 23, no. 3 (2006): 334. 
181 Robert M. Entman��³Cascading Activation: Contesting the White House¶s Frame After 9/11´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 421. 

Source. Entman, 2003: 419. 

Figure 2. Cascading network activation. 
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L�H���PRWLYDWLRQV��SRZHU��VWUDWHJ\��DQG�FXOWXUDO�FRQJUXHQFH��0RWLYDWLRQV�LQGLFDWH�HDFK�DFWRUV¶�GULYHUV��

the reasons they have for wanting to promote a certain frame over the other: for instance, the drivers 

for news professional are economic pressure and incentives; professional customs, norms, and 

principles; and normative values182 H�J��� WKH� PHGLD¶V� VHOI-perception of being the guardian of 

democracy. Power refeUV� WR� HDFK� DFWRU¶V� SK\VLFDO� LQIOXHQFH� RYHU� IDFWV� DQG� WKHLU� DELOLW\� WR� VKDSH�

frames, while strategy includes both the actual process of framing (deciding what to include, exclude, 

emphasize, and so on) and the planning and timing activities that will lead to the release of news 

information. Finally, cultural congruence measures the facility with which a certain frame will 

FDVFDGH�IURP�RQH�OHYHO�WR�WKH�RWKHU�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��³WKH�PRUH�FRQJUXHQW�WKH�IUDPH�ZLWK�VFKHPDV�WKDW�

dominate the political culture, the moUH�VXFFHVV�LW�ZLOO�HQMR\´183.  

 

3.6. The Cascading Activation Model Updated 

,Q������5REHUW�(QWPDQ��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�1LNNL�8VKHU��SXEOLVKHG�D�SDSHU�HQWLWOHG�³)UDPLQJ�LQ�D�)UDFWXUHG�

Democracy: Impacts of Digital Technology on Ideology, Power and Cascading NetworN�$FWLYDWLRQ´�

revising and updating the cascade activation model so that it reflects the increased role of social media 

in the news production, distribution, and assimilation processes. The authors introduce five digitally 

HQDEOHG� ³SXPS-YDOYHV´� DQG� H[SODLQ how they affect the flow of socio-political information and 

frames: 

1. Platforms: they are mainly social media, but also search engines, wikis, blogging software, 

and so on. They are not impartial²HYHU\�SODWIRUP�KDV�LWV�RZQ�UXOHV�DQG�³FRQVWUDLQWV´��H�J���

the character limit on Twitter). 

2. Digital analytics: Elites and media (including and especially social media) have developed 

SURSULHWDU\�DQDO\WLF�WRROV�ZLWK�WKH�GXDO�DLP�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR¶V�UHFHLYLQJ�WKHLU�PHVVDJHV�DQG�

mine data about their audiences which allows them to selectively target users for customized 

advertisements184²the consequences and risks of these kinds of operations in terms of 

privacy protection for and manipulation of the public are significant. 

3. Algorithms: Although they are created by humans, algorithms are essentially automated and 

GHVLJQHG�WR�PDNH�SUHGLFWLRQV�DQG�VXJJHVW�FRQWHQW�EDVHG�RQ�HYHU\�XVHU¶V�SUHIHUHQFHV�WKHUHIRUH�

 
 
182 Ivi, 422. 
183 Ibid. 
184 Robert M. Entman, and Nikki Usher, ³)UDPLQJ�LQ�D�)UDFWXUHG�'HPRFUDF\��,PSDFWV�RI�'LJLWDO�7HFKQRORJ\�RQ�,GHRORJ\��
3RZHU�DQG�&DVFDGLQJ�1HWZRUN�$FWLYDWLRQ´, Journal of Communication 68 (2018): 302. 
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shaping their experience and perceptions of the world²this is how they acquire influence 

over frame distribution185. 

4. IdeolRJLFDO� PHGLD�� ³&LWL]HQV� FDQ� UHDGLO\� DFFHVV� LGHRORJLFDOO\� GULYHQ� PHGLD� PHVVDJHV�

unshackled by old norms of detached, quasi-VFLHQWLILF�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�HGLWLQJ´186²this dynamic 

UHLQIRUFHV�SHRSOH¶V�LGHDV�DQG�EHOLHIV�WR�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�WKH\�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�factual proof when 

WKH\� UHDG� QHZV� IURP� VRXUFHV� WKDW� WKH\� ³WUXVW´�� WKXV� IRVWHULQJ� D� VHOI-reinforcing cycle of 

misinformation and polarization of views. 

5. 5RJXH�DFWRUV��³+DFNHUV��³IDNH�QHZV´�FUHDWRUV��DQG�ERWV�GLVUXSW�WKH�QHZV�HFRV\VWHP´187: in the 

best scenariRV� WKHVH� DFWRUV� DUH� ³EHQHYROHQW´�� DQG� WKH\� FKRRVH� WR� HQKDQFH� JRYHUQPHQW�

transparency. However, they can also align with other (non)state actors and foster 

misinformation, feelings of panic and unsafety with the result of influencing the state of a 

FRXQWU\¶s democracy by changing the course of important events such as elections. 

Figure 3 shows how digitalization changed the strength and direction of communication 

pathways and networks: economic incentives play a greater role (which in turn decreases media 

independence), while platforms weaken the connections from traditional journalists to elites and 

publics and bolster newer ideological media188. What remains relatively unchanged is the power of 

elites to set in motion the framing process and control what information is released and what narrative 

fits better their interests. Even though platforms have also allowed the public to express their opinions 

 
 
185 Ivi, 301. 
186 Ivi, 302. 
187 Ibid. 
188 Ivi, 304. 

Figure 3. Revised cascade. 

Source. Entman and Usher, 2018: 303. 
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and be heard and (in)validated by others, (QWPDQ�DQG�8VKHU�REVHUYH�WKDW�³DELOLW\�WR�VSHDN�GRHVQ¶W�

FRQIHU�DELOLW\�WR�EH�KHDUG´��DQG�³DQ\�RQH�FLWL]HQ¶V�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SRVWLQJV�ZLOO�UDUHO\�EH�KHDUG�ZLWKRXW�

D�VLJQLILFDQW�ERRVW�IURP�HOLWHV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�RU�LGHRORJLFDO�PHGLD´189. Overall, the updated model 

confirmed the fundamental power relations between media, the elites, and the public theorized in the 

original version: the authors argue that, in order to confirm their findings, more research will be 

needed²nonetheless, digitalization led to an increased sensitivity of the media to economic interests, 

which is concerning because economic interests rarely coincide with the interests of the general public 

and, more in general, with democracy. 

 

3.7. Insights from the Field of Peace Communication  

Dedicating some space to peace communication research is relevant to the present work because, 

given the nature of the events that are being analysed in this field, the state of relations between media 

and government interests is more obvious and thus more easily observable. Among the various tools 

that reporters use to indirectly give their opinion on the situation or to frame an issue in a way that 

fits the narrative they wish to support it is possible to find sensationalism and securitisation. Wolfsfeld 

DUJXHV�WKDW�³ZKHQ�VHQVDWLRQDOLVP�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�FHQWUDO�QHZV�YDOXH��LW�LQIOXHQFHV�HYHU\�VWDJH�RI�WKH�

QHZV�SURGXFWLRQ�SURFHVV´190: indeed, news that stir up passions are more likely to attract audiences 

and sell more. In other words, sensationalism can be defined as the tendence of media to inflate or 

exaggerate events to be able to publish news in terms of big attractive headlines and boost sales. One 

GHFOLQDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SURFHVV�LV�VHFXULWLVDWLRQ��³WKH�LGHD�EHKLQG�VHFXULWLVDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�DQ�LVVXH�EHFRPHV�D 

VHFXULW\�LVVXH�ZKHQ�WKH�SXEOLF�SHUFHLYHG�LW�DV�VXFK��>«@�)URP�WKLV�SHUFHSWLRQ��WKH�VHFXULWDULDQ�DFWRUV�

FRXOG�ILQG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�WR�DGGUHVV�DQ�LVVXH�WKURXJK�WKH�WRROV�WKH\�SUHVHQW�DV�DGHTXDWH´191. Barry 

Gan192 points out that many of the conflicts fought by the US were possible only because of the 

process of securitisation and the fact that the mass media misinformed the public and drew a very 

negative picture of opponents. One such example is the misinformation campaign that led to the 

invasion of Iraq: the media created the perception that war was the only option and solution to the 

situation and, therefore, by the time the invasion took place, the public was already prepared to accept 

 
 
189 Ivi, 306. 
190 Gadi Wolfsfeld��³3URPRWLQJ�3HDFH�WKURXJK�WKH�1HZV�0HGLD��6RPH�,QLWLDO�/HVVRQV�IURP�WKH�2VOR�3HDFH�3URFHVV´��The 
International Journal of Press/Politics 2, no. 4 (1997): 15. 
191 Teresa Joseph��³Mediating War and Peace: Mass Media and International Conflict´��India Quarterly 70 no. 3 (2014): 
3.  
192 %DUU\�/��*DQ��³3UHVVHG�LQWR�:DU´��3HDFH�5HYLHZ��A Journal of Social Justice 17, no. 4 (2005): 341-348. 
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it as fair and just193. Gan further lists government distortion and media irresponsibility as leading 

FDXVHV�EHKLQG� WKH�SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ¶V�DFFHSWDQFH�RI� WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�HQWHULQJ�YDULRXV�ZDUV�� WKH�PRVW�

recent and evocative ones being the Vietnam war and the war on Iraq: a mixture of over 

sensationalized stories published to drive up profits, omissions on part of government officials when 

MXVWLI\LQJ� WKHLU�FRXQWU\¶V�DFWLRQV��DQG�PHGLD� UHSRUWLQJ�ZLWKRXW� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ� WKH� IDFWV�SURYLGHG�E\�

their sources are. 

Gadi Wolfsfeld, one of the most prominent voices in this field, developed an analytical model 

by observing media performance during peace processes. This framework, the political contest model, 

was developed in his book, Media and Political Conflict: News from the Middle East (1997), and it 

explains relations between the media and policymakers and the struggles over content and control of 

the news in unequal political conflicts194 (emphasis in the original). Wolfsfeld introduces the 

SDUDGLJP� E\� SRUWUD\LQJ� D� ³PDJQLILFHQW� DUHQD´� ZKHUH� VWUuggles for control over event outcomes 

between different combatants take place: to enter this arena, the elites (among which it is possible to 

ILQG�UR\DOV��FRPEDWDQWV��MRXUQDOLVWV��DQG�RWKHU�VSHFWDWRUV��XVH�DSSURYHG�SRUWDOV��WKH�³5R\DO�JDWH´���

while people from poorer classes must go through a small gate at the back of the arena called the 

³'HYLDQWV¶� JDWH´�� +RZHYHU�� WKHVH� SHRSOH� DUH� RQO\� DOORZHG� WR� HQWHU� LI� WKH\� SURYLGH� XQH[SHFWHG�

entertainment or diversion: sometimes, when the cause seems moral, they even manage to inspire 

journalists in the crowd to support the underdog. Therefore, the combatants in the arena usually 

LQFOXGH�DQ�DFWRU�ZLWK�IDU�ZHDNHU�FRHUFLYH�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�³FKDOOHQJHU´��DQG�RQH�ZLWK�SUHSRQGHUDQW�

UHVRXUFHV� �WKH� ³DXWKRULW\´���:ROIVIHOG� DUJXHs that the political process (i.e., what happens in the 

DUHQD��LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�PHGLD�WKDQ�YLFH�YHUVD��³WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�QHZV�LV�SULPDULO\�D�

UHDFWLYH�SURFHVV´195 and the media are rarely able to initiate or control events. Moreover, the role of 

news media varies over time and circumstance: in times of crisis, the media are more likely to play 

WKH�³IDLWKIXO�VHUYDQWV´�UROH�DQG�HPSKDVL]H�RIILFLDO�IUDPHV�DQG�LJQRUH�RU�GLVFUHGLW�FKDOOHQJHUV�� 

7KH�PHGLD¶V�LQIOXHQFH�RYHU�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�FRQIOLFWV�Gepends on many factors, including the 

political resources, skills, and power of the antagonist, the perceived state of public opinion, the 

ability of journalists to gain access to events, and the nature of the events themselves. Wolfsfeld does 

acknowledge the structural advantages that government elites utilise to shape media coverage, but he 

 
 
193 Teresa Joseph��³Mediating War and Peace: Mass Media and International Conflict´��India Quarterly 70 no. 3 (2014): 
228. 
194 Gadi Wolfsfeld, Media and Political Conflict: News from the Middle East (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1997): 4. 
195 Gadi Wolfsfeld, The News Media and Peace Processes: The Middle East and Northern Ireland (Washington: United 
States Institute of Peace, 2001): 10. 
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also identifies some forces that can counterbalance these advantages: indeed, he claims that the ability 

RI� FKDOOHQJHUV� WR� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�PHGLD� GHSHQGV� RQ� HDFK� VLGH¶V� Yalue to the media, divided by its 

GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�WKH�PHGLD��9DOXH�UHIHUV�WR�D�SDUWLFLSDQW¶V�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO�VWDWXV��WKHLU�GHJUHH�RI�

organization and resources, their willingness to engage in exceptional (and thus newsworthy) 

behaviour, and their abilit\� WR� H[HUW� VRPH� FRQWURO� RYHU� SROLWLFDO� HYHQWV�� ZKLOH� ³GHSHQGHQFH� LV�

GHWHUPLQHG�E\� D� JURXS¶V� DFFHVV� WR� JRYHUQPHQW� SRZHU� DQG� LWV� QHHG� IRU� H[WHUQDO� VXSSRUW´196. As a 

consequence, authorities do not automatically have more power over the media than challengers: for 

LQVWDQFH�� ZKHQ� WKHUH� LV� QR� XQLILHG� ³JRYHUQPHQW´� YHUVLRQ� RI� HYHQWV�� WKH� FKDOOHQJHUV� KDYH� PRUH�

possibilities of shaping media coverage of an event197²this feature of the model largely reflects 

%HQQHW¶V� LQGH[LQJ� K\SRWKHVLV��ZKHQ� HOLWHV� DUH� GLYLGHG� RQ� DQ� Lssue, the media are more likely to 

challenge the political frame. Finally, Wolfsfeld mentions the extent to which journalists rely on 

RIILFLDO� VRXUFHV�� JRYHUQPHQWV� DUH� WKH� SULQFLSDO� ³PRYHUV� DQG� VKDNHUV´� RI� LVVXHV� DQG� HYHQWV� DQG��

therefore, so many journalists are assigned to cover the government daily. Thus, this dependence on 

official sources, already mentioned by Herman and Chomsky198, seems to have become one of the 

major axioms in the field of political communication199. 

Overall, when it comes to political communication theories and models regarding media-state 

relations, there seems to be a general consensus on the existence of a certain media bias in support of 

government policies, especially regarding foreign policy issues. On the one hand, it is true that 

reporting news in a completely unbiased manner is nearly unfeasible; on the other hand, it is critical 

for the public to be aware of such bias and the extent of it: giving the correct interpretation and the 

appropriate weight to the news they gather is crucial to be able to form cognisant opinions. The next 

chapter will present the methodology, analytical framework, and materials at the basis of the present 

ZRUN��LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�³FORVH�WKH�ORRS´�DQG�H[SODLQ�KRZ�WKH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�PDGH�LQ�WKHVH�ILUVW�FKDpters 

come together. 

  

 
 
196 Robert M. Entman, review of Media and Political Conflict: News from the Middle East, by Gadi Wolfsfeld, American 
Political Science Review 94, no. 2 (2000): 522. 
197 Ibid.  
198 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008). 
199 Gadi Wolfsfeld��³3URPRWLQJ�3HDFH�WKURXJK�WKH�1HZV�0HGLD��6RPH�,QLWLDO�/HVVRQV�IURP�WKH�2VOR�3HDFH�3URFHVV´��The 
International Journal of Press/Politics 2, no. 4 (1997): 54. 
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CHAPTER 4 

Methodology 

 

 

The present work sets out to investigate whether the coverage of a US mainstream publication, 

namely the New York Times, is biased against &KLQD��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V�³VWUDWHJLF�FRPSHWLWRU´��7KH�

idea is to verify whether, in the context of this increasing competition, Washington is also resorting 

to Cold war techniques such as the careful construction of propaganda narratives against Beijing. 

+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�SURSDJDQGD�PRGHO��SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��ZDV�VHOHFWHG�DV�WKH�

analytical framework for this research, together with 5REHUW�(QWPDQ¶V�cascading activation model. A 

quantitative content analysis was chosen as the methodological strategy²these tools will guide the 

collection, categorisation, and subsequent interpretation of all the data. In order to attest whether the 

1<7�LV�FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� WKLV�³PDQXIDFWXULQJ�RI�FRQVHQW´�� WKH� FDVH�VWXG\�RI�DEXVHV�DJDLQVW�0XVOLP�

PLQRULWLHV�LQ�&KLQD�ZDV�VHOHFWHG��IROORZLQJ�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�³ZRUWK\�DQG�XQZRUWK\�YLFWLPV´�

categorisation, the coverage of a largely similar situation i.e., the abuses against Muslim minorities 

in India, was chosen as yardstick against which to determine the objectiveness of the reporting. Thus, 

since the aim of this chapter is to describe the research design and the methods employed to answer 

the research question, the subsequent sections have been organised in the following manner: first, the 

topic choice will be justified and a brief description of the issues at hand will be provided. Secondly, 

the benefits and limitations of the chosen theoretical framework will be discussed, and the research 

question formulated. Finally, the methods and materials that will be employed to carry out the 

research work will be presented and briefly discussed. 

 

4.1. The Case Studies 

As mentioned in the introduction, the focus topics chosen for the present research are the abuses 

perpetrated against Muslims communities in India and China: these two situations are believed to be 

similar and, therefore, comparable, for a variety of reasons. First, both states are very similar when it 

comes to population size and composition: more than 1.3 billion people live in each country, with a 

clear religious or ethnic majority i.e., Hindu and Han, and many minorities, including Muslim 

communities. Secondly, both countries play a major role in the region and are involved in 

longstanding territorial disputes (including among one another), some of which involve the above-

mentioned Muslim minorities e.g., the Kashmir region in India and the Xinjiang region in China. 
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However, such territorial disputes will not strictly be the object of the present analysis, given that 

they originated from fundamentally different historical circumstances. Thirdly, from a political 

perspective, both countries have seen a change in leadership in the early 2010s, with the new 

governments increasingly promoting nationalistic narratives²in particular, in recent years these 

narratives were translated into more systematic efforts to harmonize the ethnic and religious 

compositions of the two states, resulting in rising pressures and various degrees of abuses towards 

Muslim communities.  

In India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Hindu-nationalist party, the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP), have fostered anti-Muslim sentiment first by erasing the statehood of what had been 

,QGLD¶V�RQO\�0XVOLP-majority state, Jammu and Kashmir200 on August 5, 2019, and then by passing 

WKH�&LWL]HQVKLS�$PHQGPHQW�%LOO��&$%��RQ�'HFHPEHU�����������D�ODZ�WKDW�JLYHV�³PLJUDQWV�RI�DOO�RI�

6RXWK� $VLD¶V� PDMRU� UHOLJLRQV� D� FOHDU� SDWK� to Indian citizenship²H[FHSW� ,VODP´201. Both these 

measures were met with protests202 across the country, protests to which the police have responded 

with sectarian violence, turning a blind eye on government supporters beating up Muslims or lower-

caste Dalits and even terrorizing, torturing and, in the worst of cases, killing the latter groups 

themselves. On their part, police and state officials have denied using excessive force or singling out 

0XVOLPV�� HPSKDVL]LQJ� WKH� QHHG� WR� ³SUHVHUYH� RUGHU� DQG� SURWHFW� LQQRFHQW� SHRSOH� DJDLQVW� ³UDGLFDO�

JURXSV´�ZLWK�³GHHS-URRWHG�FRQVSLUDFLHV´�WR�FRPPLW�YLROHQW�DFWV´203. The Covid-19 outbreak has only 

exasperated this trend204�� SURYLGLQJ� RIILFLDOV�ZLWK� ³DQ� RFFDVLRQ� IRU� WKH� IUHH� SOD\� RI� DXWKRULWDULDQ�

LPSXOVHV´205, targeting anyone who dares criticise the government and its management of the 

pandemic (among other things). 

In China, Muslim minorities living in Xinjiang, and especially the Uighurs, have reportedly 

been the target of repressive measures such as strict government surveillance and forced labor. In 

 
 
200 Jeffrey Gettleman, Sameer Yasir, Suhasini Raj and Hari Kumar��³+RZ�'HOKL¶V�3ROLFH�7XUQHG�$JDLQVW�0XVOLPV´��The 
New York Times, March 12, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/world/asia/india-police-
muslims.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article. 
201 Jeffrey Gettleman and Suhasini Raj��³India Steps Toward Making Naturalization Harder for Muslims´��7KH�1HZ�<RUN�
Times, December 9, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/09/world/asia/india-muslims-citizenship-narendra-
modi.html. 
202 Jeffrey Gettleman and Maria Abi-Habib��³,Q�,QGLD��0RGL¶V�3ROLFLHV�+DYH�/LW�D�)XVH´��The New York Times, March 1, 
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/01/world/asia/india-modi-hindus.html?searchResultPosition=11. 
203 Kai Schultz and Sameer Yasir��³As India Violence Gets Worse, Police Are Accused of Abusing Muslims´��The New 
York Times, January 2, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/world/asia/india-protests-police-
muslims.html?searchResultPosition=2. 
204 Siddharth Varadarajan��³In India, a Pandemic of Prejudice and Repression´��The New York Times, April 21, 2020, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/21/opinion/coronavirus-india.html. 
205 Ibid. 
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IDFW��LQ�SDVW�GHFDGHV��WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLP�HWKQLF�PLQRULWLHV�DQG�&KLQD¶V�+DQ�HWKQLF�PDMRULW\�LQ�

the region have occasionally erupted in violence: in 2009 the situation escalated in Urumqi, the 

regional capital of Xinjiang, leaving nearly 200 people dead, most of them Han206. The government 

KDV�FLWHG�WKHVH�DWWDFNV�DV�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�HQDFWPHQW�RI�WRXJK�SROLFLHV��+RZHYHU��³DIWHU�D�VXFFHVVLRQ�RI�

YLROHQW� DQWLJRYHUQPHQW� DWWDFNV� UHDFKHG� D� SHDN� LQ� ����´207, the new Communist Party chief, Xi 

-LQSLQJ�� VKDUSO\� HVFDODWHG� WKH� FUDFNGRZQ�� LQ� DQ� HIIRUW� WR� ³WXUQ� HWKQLF�8LJKXUV� DQG� RWKHU�0XVOLP�

PLQRULWLHV�LQWR�OR\DO�FLWL]HQV�DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�WKH�SDUW\´208. Reports of ethnic Hans being relocated 

to Xinjiang, a campaign of forced sterLOL]DWLRQ� IRU�8LJKXU�ZRPHQ�� ³YRFDWLRQDO´�RU� ³UHHGXFDWLRQ´�

camps being built especially for ethnic Uighurs (and other minorities) are just some of the measures 

DGRSWHG��³7KH�&KLQHVH�DXWKRULWLHV�KDYH�>«@�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�ODERU�WUDQVfer 

programs, but defended the camps as job-training centers that teach the Mandarin Chinese language 

DQG�SUDFWLFDO�VNLOOV��DQG�WKDW�DOVR�ZDUQ�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�H[WUHPLVP´209. Nonetheless, 

whatever the reason behind the implementation of such policies, it is inevitable that they will result, 

at least to some degree, in the erosion of Uighur customs and traditions²which some claim is exactly 

the objective of the government. 

In sum, it could be argued that both governments are, more or less explicitly and with varying 

degrees of awareness and participation by the civil population, pursuing nationalistic policies that aim 

at the homogenization of their peoples, to the detriment of other minorities and, in particular, their 

respective Muslim communities. The one difference between the two countries, which plays a major 

role for the purposes of the present research, is their political system: in fact, one is a democracy and 

D�86�DOO\��ZKLOH� WKH�RWKHU� LV� DQ� DXWKRULWDULDQ� VWDWH� DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V� ³VWUDWHJLF� FRPSHWLWRU´��7KH�

expectation is that news coverage of the enemy state will be more intense and the tone more indignant, 

with frequent references to sanctions to end the situation, while the coverage of the client state will 

be more moderate, with lesV�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXHV��DQG�ZLWK�OHVV�³RIILFLDO´�YRLFHV�EHLQJ�

cited as sources. 

 

 

 
 
206 Elian Peltier, Claire Moses and Edward Wong��³µ,�+DYH�7ROG�(YHU\WKLQJ�¶�6D\V�:KLVWOH-Blower in China Crackdown´��
The New York Times, December 7, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/07/world/europe/uighur-
whistleblower.html. 
207 Chris Buckley��³&KLQD�,V�'HWDLQLQJ�0XVOLPV�LQ�9DVW�1XPEHUV��7KH�*RDO��µ7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�¶´��The New York Times, 
September 8, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/08/world/asia/china-uighur-muslim-detention-camp.html. 
208 Ibid. 
209 Ibid. 
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4.2. Theoretical and Analytical Frameworks 

As mentioned in the introduction, the theoretical framework that will be used to conduct the present 

research is HermaQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�SURSDJDQGD�PRGHO� in combination with insights largely drawn 

IURP�5REHUW�(QWPDQ¶V�FDVFDGLQJ�DFWLYDWLRQ�PRGHO. The motivation for merging these two models lies 

in the fact that while the PM is an excellent analytical tool that explains ³the performance of the US 

media in terms of the basic institutional structures and relationships within which they operate´210, 

the cascading activation model and its focus on frame spreading allows to analyse ³intentionality´ in 

the news coverage²something that the PM marginalizes. In other words, by studying the language 

of various articles i.e., an element that is almost entirely under the journalist¶V� FRQWURO, it will be 

possible to identify the framing of the issue and FRPSDUH�LW�WR�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V�RZQ�position to 

verify whether they are aligned or not. After all, as Entman argues, it is precisely the administration 

WKDW�KDV�³the most independent ability to decide which mental associations to activate and the highest 

SUREDELOLW\�RI�PRYLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�WKRXJKWV�LQWR�JHQHUDO�FLUFXODWLRQ´211: hence, this exercise will reveal 

KRZ�IDU�GRZQ�WKH�³FDVFDGH´�WKH�HOLWH¶V frames have travelled. Given that the role of the cascading 

activation model in the research design is limited, no further considerations will be made on it: 

instead, the focus will now shift to the definition of propaganda first and to the PM and its explanatory 

abilities then. 

The concept of propaganda differs from other tools that governments might decide to employ 

to entice and win over foreign publics (or any other potential targets). In fact, the idea that 

governments rely on the media to promote their interests is widespread in media and international 

communication literature: much has been said about tools such as soft power, public diplomacy, and 

propaganda. Soft power is an instrument that allows governments to influence foreign publics through 

the power of attraction: in other words, when a country uses assets such as policies and culture to 

attract, it is using its soft power. Public diplomacy is a phenomenon with common historical roots 

and roughly similar characteristics as propaganda; however, the crucial difference between the two 

lies in their pattern of communication. Modern public diplomacy is a two-way street, it is persuasion 

by means of dialogue: in other words, the targets of public diplomacy are not just passive receivers 

of information, but they play an active role, and the government is required to listen to them. 

Propaganda, on the contrary, is a one-way street communication process whereby the receiver only 

 
 
210 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 12. 
211 Robert M. Entman��³Cascading Activation: Contesting the White House¶s Frame After 9/11´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 420. 
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plays a passive role and is often unaware of the nature of the process they are being subjected to. 

WeOFK�GHILQHV�SURSDJDQGD�DV�³WKH�GHOLEHUDWH�DWWHPSW�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�DQ�DXGLHQFH�WKURXJK�

the transmission of ideas and values to serve the interest of the propagandists and their political 

PDVWHUV�� HLWKHU� GLUHFWO\� RU� LQGLUHFWO\´212. Although this definition is satisfying, it is not 

comprehensive: in fact, another significant difference between public diplomacy and propaganda is 

that the former is often used in issue areas that pertain to the cultural sphere²for instance, PD was 

largely employed in the past to improve the image abroad of countries like Germany and France after 

World War II. Instead, propaganda is employed more frequently when national (security) interests 

and state power are at stake: for this reason, it is commonly viewed as the process of manipulation 

and deceit of foreign publics.  

Some regime types, because of their nature, are able to exercise propaganda in a more explicit 

and efficient way, especially if they combine it with censorship. However, as the literature review in 

Chapter 3 demonstrated, many scholars argue that democratic regimes also resort to propaganda 

efforts, albeit in a more subtle way e.g., by controlling the way in which certain core issues are framed. 

In democracies, the news media are considered the fourth branch of government²WKH�³ZDWFKGRJV´�

on the exercise of power. For this reason, their role in the process of disseminating information to the 

public is crucial, particularly when it comes to topics such as foreign affairs, over which the public 

has little direct contact with, thus making it is easier for governments to actively promote their 

SUHIHUUHG� QDUUDWLYH�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� ³+HUPDQ� 	� &KRPVN\¶V� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� PDLQVWUHDP� PHGLD¶V�

coverage of US foreign affairs suggests that it contains a propaganda function as it consciously 

emphasises and downplays certain information based on whether it legitimises establishment 

YLHZV´213. They analysed this pattern on various case studies, one of which involved a comparison 

EHWZHHQ�³WKH�PHGLD¶V�WUHDWPHQW�RI�YLFWLPV�RI�HQHP\�states and those of the United States and U.S. 

FOLHQW�VWDWHV´214²WKHLU�SUHGLFWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�HQHP\�VWDWHV�ZRXOG�EH�IRXQG�³ZRUWK\´�DQG�

would be subject to more intense and indignant coverage than those victimized by the United States 

or its clieQWV��ZKR�DUH�LPSOLFLWO\�³XQZRUWK\´215. This is precisely why this theoretical framework was 

deemed a fitting reference point to conduct the present investigation whose aim is to verify whether 

media coverage of a specific issue, namely abuses against Muslim communities in two different 

 
 
212 'DYLG� :HOFK�� ³Propaganda: An Historical Perspective´�� DFFHVVHG� 0DUFK� ���� ������
https://www.socialismonfilm.amdigital.co.uk/Explore/Essays/Welch. 
213 Malavika Mysore, Manufacturing Consent: An Investigation of the Press Support Towards the US Administration 
Prior to US-led Airstrikes in Syria (London: Media@LSE, 2020): 6. 
214 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 21. 
215 Ibid. 
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countries, reflects a wider government agenda and is therefore instrumentalized for the sake of 

geopolitical competition. The validity of the model has been tested by several studies of the 

PDLQVWUHDP� PHGLD¶V� QHZV� FRYHUDJH� UHOating to US foreign affairs, which have obtained results 

consistent with the predictions of the framework (Dickson, 1992; Krishnaiah et al., 1993; Guitterez-

Villalobos et al., 1994; Klaehn, 2002; Klaehn, 2005; Boyd-Barrett 2004; Good, 2008; Mullen and 

Klaehn, 2010).  

Moreover, insights coming from different issue areas of political communication such as war 

and peace studies have confirmed the soundness of the PM filters²ownership, advertising, reliance 

on official sources, fear of flak, and ideology. For iQVWDQFH��*DGL�:ROIVIHOG¶V�LQWXLWLRQ�WKDW�DW�WLPHV�

WKH�PHGLD�SOD\�WKH�³IDLWKIXO�VHUYDQWV´�UROH�LV�DOVR�HPSKDVL]HG�E\�7HUHVD�-RVHSK��ZKR�FODLPV�WKDW ³LQ�

times of crises, the media often succumb to patriotism at the expense of objectivity, resulting in 

jingoiVWLF� UHSRUWLQJ�� UHLQIRUFLQJ� VWHUHRW\SHV� DQG� SUHMXGLFHV´216�� ,Q� KHU� SDSHU� ³0HGLDWLQJ�:DU� DQG�

3HDFH�� 0DVV� 0HGLD� DQG� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &RQIOLFW´�� -RVHSK� DQDO\VHV� WKH� ZD\� PDLQVWUHDP� PHGLD� RI�

different countries reported about the same international conflicts. In doing so, she refers to the profit 

orientation and advertising filters of the PM, arguing that the increasingly market-driven mainstream 

media are constrained in what they report on by their need to sell their product to readers and 

advertisers217 and that they tend to largely ignore dissenting voices to favour the government, 

especially where foreign policy/security issues are concerned. Only in cases where consensus begins 

to disappear, the media is forced to reflect public debate, as she argues was evident in the news 

coverage of United States intervention in Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, Somalia, Haiti, the bombing 

of Libya, the Gulf wars, Iraq, Afghanistan, etc218�� 6KH� DOVR�PDLQWDLQV� WKDW� ³WKH�PHGLD�QHHG� WR�EH�

viewed within the context of the political, economic and socio-cultural institutions of a given 

FRXQWU\´219. Wolfsfeld, in The News Media and Peace Processes: The Middle East and Northern 

Ireland, makes some considerations that resemble the flak filter of the PM: indeed, he maintains that 

³EURDGFDVWHUV�DQG�QHZVSDSHU�SXEOLVKHUV�>«@�ZLOO�EH�H[WUHPHO\�UHOXFWDQW�WR�RIIHQG�PDMRU�VHJPHQWV�RI�

WKH�DXGLHQFH´220 DQG�WKDW�³HGLWRUV�DOVR�ZLOO�JHW�FRQWLQXDO�IHHGEDFN�IURP�WKHLU�DXGLHQFH�LI�WKH\�DSSHDU�

WR�PRYH�WRR�IDU�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�GLUHFWLRQ´221. Finally, in the same work he validates the ideological 

 
 
216 Teresa Joseph��³Mediating War and Peace: Mass Media and International Conflict´��India Quarterly 70 no. 3 (2014): 
232. 
217 Ivi, 234. 
218 Ivi, 227. 
219 Ibid. 
220 Gadi Wolfsfeld, The News Media and Peace Processes: The Middle East and Northern Ireland (Washington: United 
States Institute of Peace, 2001): 14. 
221 Ibid. 
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ILOWHU��WKH�LGHD�LV�WKDW�³MRXUQDOLVWV�DOZD\V�ZULWH�VWRULHV�ZLWKLQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�FXOWXUDO�IUDPHZRUN´�DQG��

WKXV��³SUHVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\�DUH�DQ�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQW�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�

of nHZV´222��7KH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�ILOWHU�LV�IXUWKHU�UHLQIRUFHG�E\�5REHUW�(QWPDQ¶V�FODLPV�

about frame activations: he argues that the more culturally resonant a frame is, the more likely it is to 

EH�HIIHFWLYH�DQG�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�SXEOLF¶V�RSLQLRQ�RQ�a certain topic223. 

However, before moving forward it is necessary to also address some of the criticism that has 

EHHQ� UDLVHG� DERXW� WKH� 30�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� LQ� WKH� FKDSWHU� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW�

7RGD\"´224, Piers Robinson argues that war and conflict are relatively easy test cases for the PM. The 

present work might contribute to the existing literature precisely in this regard: given that so far there 

is no ongoing direct conflict between the US and China, this study will show whether the PM 

frameZRUN�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�FRQIURQWDWLRQV��+LV�VHFRQG�FULWLFLVP�FRQFHUQV�³WKH�UHODWLYH�

explanatory weighting of each of the filters. Put simply, under what circumstances are each of the 

filters more or less important in terms of shaping media ouWSXW"´225. Of course, not all filters have the 

same weight in the construction of consent: however, some filters ± as the present work will show ± 

cannot be coded for in a news coverage analysis because of their systemic nature. Owner wealth, 

advertising, and fear of flak: they all need to be studied separately and using different techniques than 

those employed to verify the reliance on official sources and ideological filters²whose influence on 

the reporting can be assessed by observing the content of the nHZV�LWVHOI��5RELQVRQ¶V�ODVW�FULWLFLVP�

that will be addressed here is his assertion that one obvious weakness with the propaganda model 

³UHODWHV�WR�LWV�VWDWLF�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�PHGLD-VWDWH�UHODWLRQV��7KH�ILOWHUV�>«@�SURYLGH�OLWWOH�JXLGDQFH�DV�WR�

the factors that work against elite control of the media and the conditions under which manufacturing 

FRQVHQW�EUHDNV�GRZQ´226��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�³+HUPDQ�	�&KRPVN\�GR�QRW�DVVHUW�WKDW�WKH�PHGLD�LV�

D�PRQROLWK�RQ�DOO� LVVXHV´227: they recognize that the media do encourage debate, albeit within the 

premises that conform to the elite consensus. If the consensus is not uniformed, then the bounds of 

debate will simply be more wide-ranging and, as argued by Robinson himself, more voices will 

manage to make their contribution. Now that the topic of inquiry and the analytical framework have 

 
 
222 Ibid. 
223 5REHUW�0��(QWPDQ��³&DVFDGLQJ�$FWLYDWLRQ��&RQWHVWLQJ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH¶V�)UDPH�$IWHU�����´, Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 417. 
224 Piers Robinson, ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 77-96. 
225 Ivi, 89. 
226 Ivi, 90. 
227 Malavika Mysore, Manufacturing Consent: An Investigation of the Press Support Towards the US Administration 
Prior to US-led Airstrikes in Syria (London: Media@LSE, 2020): 8. 
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been defined, the next sections will present and explain in detail the research questions and the 

methods chosen to address them.  

 

4.3. Research Strategy 

As mentioned in the introductory chapter, the two research questions that will structure and guide the 

present investigation of narratives used to describe abuses against Muslim minorities are the 

following:  

 

RQ1: Is the New York Times¶ coverage of abuses against Muslim minorities in Xinjiang biased 

in comparison to the coverage of similar abuses committed in another country e.g., India? 

 

RQ2: If so, can this biased narrative be defined as propaganda and be understood as arising 

from a larger situation i.e., the ongoing strategic competition between the US and China? 

 

As anticipated, this comparative study attempts to find an answer to the research questions by 

analysing the NYT reporting on abuses against Muslim communities in China and in India²indeed, 

any difference in the news coverage of these two largely similar situations will provide useful insights 

on WKH�GHJUHH�RI�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�HDFK�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DJHQGD. These two countries were 

selected precisely because of the different nature of their relationship with the US government: one 

(India) maintains friendly relations with the US and can be thus labelled as a ³FOLHQW�VWDWH´��while the 

other (China) has strained relations with Washington, thus earning the ³HQHP\�VWDWH´ categorisation. 

Based on the literature and theoretical framework described above, the analysis will be 

conducted by testing the following hypotheses: 

 

H1��7KH�YLFWLPV�RI�WKH�HQHP\�VWDWH�L�H���&KLQD��ZLOO�EH�IRXQG�³ZRUWK\´�DQG�ZLOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�

more intense coverage than those victimized by the client state i.e., India. 

 

H2: Official sources will be cited more than non-official sources in articles covering the 

actions of the enemy state, and vice versa. 
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H3: Human rights will be mentioned more often in articles covering the actions of the enemy 

state, to justify elite-driven policy decisions and marginalise or exclude alternative positions. 

 

H4��6DQFWLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKH�³ZLFNHG´�VWDWH�ZLOO�EH�HPSKDVLVHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG� 

 

H5: News articles about the enemy state will be framing the abuses more harshly, with 

PHQWLRQV�RI�³JHQRFLGH´�RU�³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´� 

 

A quantitative content analysis is the research strategy that was chosen to investigate the New York 

Times coverage of the abuses that Muslim minorities face in China and in India over a period of two 

years, between 01/01/2020 and 31/12/2021. The content analysis research method was chosen 

EHFDXVH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� .ULSSHQGRUII�� WKH� SXUSRVH� RI� VXFK� DQDO\VLV� LV� WR� PDNH� VHQVH� RI� ³ZKDW� LV�

mediated between people²textual matter, symbols, messages, information, mass-media content, and 

technology-supported social interactions²without perturbing or affecting those who handle that 

WH[WXDO�PDWWHU´228. Thus, given that the present work LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�D�FORVH�VWXG\�RI�SUHFLVHO\�³ZKDW�LV�

PHGLDWHG� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH´� L�H��� PHGLD� FRYHUDJH�� FRQWHQW� DQDO\VLV� ZDV� GHHPHG� WR� Ee a fitting 

SURFHGXUH��$V�D�UHVHDUFK�WHFKQLTXH��FRQWHQW�DQDO\VLV�DLPV�WR�SURGXFH�³UHSOLFDEOH�DQG�YDOLG�LQIHUHQFHV�

IURP�WH[WV��RU�RWKHU�PHDQLQJIXO�PDWWHU��WR�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKHLU�XVH´229. In other words, it is a technique 

that allows the researchers to understand particular phenomena by yielding results that are open for 

careful scrutiny and, thus, reliable.  

Moreover, according to Hansen, a quantitative content analysis is a particularly suitable 

V\VWHPDWLF�PHWKRG�WR�GHVFULEH�DQG�DQDO\VH�PHGLD�FRQWHQW�³LQ�D�more comprehensive way, a way less 

SURQH�WR�VXEMHFWLYH�VHOHFWLYHQHVV�DQG�LGLRV\QFUDVLHV´230. This is because the research methodology 

consists in identifying and counting the occurrence of specific elements within texts that, taken 

together, allow the researcher to be able to interpret the meanings they contain and, therefore, make 

considerations about their wider social significance and impact. It is important to point out that 

³FRXQWLQJ�WKH�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�VSHFLILF�HOHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WH[WV´�GRHV�QRW�DPRXQW�WR�Sassively counting 

words²ZKLFK�+DQVHQ�DUJXHV�ZRXOG�EH�D�OLPLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWKRG�VLQFH�LW�LPSOLHV�³D�ODFN�RI�D�WKHRU\�

 
 
228 Klaus Krippendorff, Content Analysis: An Introduction to its Methodology (Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2004): 
xiii. 
229 Ivi, 18. 
230 $QGHUV�+DQVHQ��³Content Analysis´��LQ�Mass Communication Research Methods (New Work: Palgrave Macmillan, 
1998): 91.  

66:31669



 67 

RU� PHDQLQJ´231. Instead, it requires careful consideration because the dimensions that are being 

counted must be those specified by the theoretical framework²in this case, such dimensions taken 

from the theoretical framework are official and non-official sources (PM), references to human rights 

and sanctions (PM), and frames used to describe the nature of the abuses (CAM). As for the limitation 

regarding the lack of objectivity232, it could be argued that, while absolute objectivity was never a 

criterion in definitions of content analyses, the subjective choices and interpretations are not 

arbitrary233: indeed, they are always justified by the thHRUHWLFDO� IUDPHZRUN�� ³ZKLFK� SURYLGHV� WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU�ZLWK�WKH�UHOHYDQW�SURSHUWLHV�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�ZLWKLQ�WH[WV´234. 

Finally, given that the purpose of the present work is to test whether the news coverage of two 

comparable situations exhibits similar traits in both instances or whether it only exhibits specific traits 

in one of the cases (therefore resulting in a propaganda effort), the research process will require an 

analysis of a large number of texts from which to isolate and count the occurrence of the elements 

that comprise the propaganda model. This is why a quantitative research method was chosen over a 

qualitative research method: indeed, collecting and analysing numerical data for the purposes of 

descriptive, correlational, or experimental research235 is precisely the definition of quantitative 

research. 

 

4.4. Material and Sampling Considerations 

The news outlet choice, the New York Times, was based on theoretical as well practical 

considerations: the former refers to the fact that the NYT is one of the most widely read mainstream 

publication in the US, while the latter explains why the NYT was chosen over other MSM 

publications such as the Washington Post i.e., because of the better performance of its archival 

functions. In fact, owing to a lack of access to databases such as LexisNexis, which are often used in 

WKHVH�VWXGLHV�� WKH�1<7¶V�RZQ�DUFKLYDO� IXQFWLRQ�ZDV�XVHG� WR� UHWULHYH� WKH�QHZV�DUWLFOHV: the unit of 

analysis was each news article. ³&KLQD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´�DQG�³DEXVH´�DQG�³,QGLD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´�DQG�

³DEXVH´�ZHUH�XVHG�DV�NH\ZRUGV�WR�ILQG�WKH�EDVLF�PDWHULDOV��WKH�WKLUG�NH\ZRUG��³DEXVH´��ZDV�VHOHFWHG�

SXUHO\�WR�UHVWULFW�WKH�VDPSOH��,Q�IDFW��RQO\�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WKH�ZRUG�³0XVOLP´�LQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�ERWK�

 
 
231 Ibid. 
232 Ibid. 
233 Malavika Mysore, Manufacturing Consent: An Investigation of the Press Support Towards the US Administration 
Prior to US-led Airstrikes in Syria (London: Media@LSE, 2020): 19. 
234 Ibid. 
235 Pritha Bhandari, ³What Is Quantitative Research? Definition, Uses and Methods´�� Sublished on June 12, 2020, 
https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/quantitative-research/. 
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countries, a sample of 1,379 search results was produced: even limiting the period under 

consideration, for instance, to the six months preceding the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

overall number was still considerable (458 results). Given the impossibility of randomly arranging 

the search results to select a sample size, it was judged appropriate to resort to a third keyword, which 

ZDV�VHOHFWHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�DFWLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�ODEHOOHG�DV�³DEXVH´ and its relative semantic 

neutrality.  

Subsequently, a two-year period was chosen as analysis time frame: as mentioned above, the 

years of 2020 and 2021 were selected. This range was deemed optimal based on a few considerations: 

1. Since the argument of this work is that one of the reasons why China and the repression of 

one particular Muslim minority, WKH�8LJKXUV��DUH�VR�KLJK�XS�RQ�WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DJHQGD�

is the increasing competition between Beijing and Washington, the time frame needed to be 

set after 2017/18²indeed, as argued in Chapter 2, this is when China was officially 

GHQRPLQDWHG� WKH�86¶�³VWUDWHJLF�FRPSHWLWRU´� LQ�WKH�³86�6WUDWHJLF�)UDPHZRUN�IRU� WKH�,QGR-

3DFLILF´� 

2. The citizenship law in India that discriminates against Muslim citizens was passed in 

December 2019, while the Kashmir region was stripped of its autonomous status a few months 

earlier, in August 2019²hence, the selected time frame needed to be subsequent to such 

events in order to attest whether they raised any indignation and, if so, to which extent.  

3. Between 2020 and 2021 there was an administration change in the US: given that the NYT is 

considered a left-leaning publication, selecting a period in which two politically rivalling 

administrations are in power at the time of reporting will offer more diversity by providing a 

two-dimensional interpretation and discussion of US foreign policy towards China and India. 

The total number of results that was obtained entering the selected timeframe and keywords is 318: 

all of these have been categorised and listed in Annex I and II. Of course, this list of results included 

articles that were not relevant to the topics under consideration: such articles have been categorised 

DV�³QRQ�UHOHYDQW´�DQG�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DQDO\VHG��7KH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�UHOHYDQW�DQG�QRQ-relevant was 

made based on whether the article mentioned the issue at hand at least once: indeed, in some cases, 

the selected keywords were present in the article, but they had been used to refer to other unrelated 

VLWXDWLRQV��6LPLODUO\��DOO�WKH�UHVXOWV�WKDW�WKH�1<7¶V�ZHEVLWH�FRGHG�DV�³%ULHILQJ´�ZHUH�GLVFDUGHG��RQO\�

Opinion Articles, News Articles, Editorials and Feature Articles were considered for the purposes of 
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the present analysis. Consequently, the overall sample of articles was narrowed down to 92, which, 

IROORZLQJ�.ULSSHQGRUII¶V�JXLGHOLQHV236, is a manageable number of texts to realistically analyse. 

 

4.5. Construction of the Coding Frame 

Just as for the construction of the hypotheses, the variables selected for the coding frame i.e., the 

instruction manual for the data collection process, were derived from the literature review and 

theoretical framework. The coding scheme contains three main categories: (1) the reliance upon 

institutionally affiliated sources; (2) the focus on human rights and sanctions; and (3) the language 

used to describe the abuses. The aim of these categories is to identify certain frames within the news 

coverage, which is an especially challenging task given that such frames are not immediately 

recognizable and are even harder to code for. Therefore, the coding process will entail breaking down 

these three main categories into smaller elements, whose occurrence can be easily counted and 

categorised; these elements will be reassembled during the analysis and interpretation phase, leading 

to the identification of the news framings.  

More specifically, then, the first category i.e., the reliance upon institutionally affiliated sources, 

contains two main variables, (1) official sources and (2) non-official sources. The former is defined 

as a US governmental or business-related source: universities and think tanks are considered as 

businesses and are therefore counted as part of this variable. Accordingly, a non-official source is 

defined as a non-US-governmental or non-business-related source. For inVWDQFH��WKH�VHQWHQFH�³³7KH�

United States will not stand idly by as the C.C.P. carries out human rights abuses targeting Uighurs, 

HWKQLF�.D]DNKV�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�PLQRULW\�JURXSV�LQ�;LQMLDQJ�´�6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�0LNH�3RPSHR�

said in a statement on Thursda\��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�&KLQHVH�&RPPXQLVW�3DUW\´237 was coded as citing 

DQ�RIILFLDO�VRXUFH��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�VHQWHQFH�³$�VSRNHVPDQ�RI�WKH�&KLQHVH�IRUHLJQ�PLQLVWU\��

Zhao Lijian, said on Friday that in response, Beijing would take reciprocal measures against the 

UHOHYDQW�8�6��LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�IRU�³HJUHJLRXV´�FRQGXFW�RQ�;LQMLDQJ-UHODWHG�LVVXHV´238 was 

coded as having cited a non-official source. The aim of this category is to see how much news 

coverage depends on official sources and replicates the agenda pushed by such actors²the 

 
 
236 Klaus Krippendorff, Content Analysis: An Introduction to its Methodology (Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2004). 
237 Pranshu Verma and Edward Wong��³U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Chinese Officials Over Mass Detention of Muslims´��
The New York Times, July 9, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/09/world/asia/trump-china-sanctions-
uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=68. 
238 Ibid. 
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expectation is that for the enemy state, the news coverage will cite more official sources, while the 

opposite will be true in the case of the client state. 

The second category contains two variables: (1) the number of times an article contains the 

SKUDVH�³KXPDQ�ULJKWV´�DQG�����ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�VDQFWLRQV�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�DV�D�FRXQWHUPHDVXUH�WR�WKH�

abuses. The first variable is a reflection on the ideological filter: in many instances the United States 

has defined itself as a human rights watchdog²LW�FRXOG�EH�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�PRUH�WLPHV�³KXPDQ�ULJKWV´�

are mentioned, the more the issue is framed as something that needs to be addressed collectively. The 

second variable is directly linked to the first, in the sense that it refers to wKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�³QH[W�

VWHS´��DIWHU�KDYLQJ�GHQRXQFHG�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�DEXVHV�DUH�WDNLQJ�SODFH��LW�LQGLFDWHV�WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�

to follow-XS� RQ� VXFK� DFFXVDWLRQV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� VHQWHQFH� ³:KHQ�%HLMLQJ� VWDJHG� WKH� 6XPPHU�

Olympic Games in 2008, many argued ² or at least hoped ² that the international attention would 

LPSURYH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQ�&KLQD´239 was coded as having brought up the issue of human rights, while 

WKH�VHQWHQFH�³>&KLQD@�LV�IDFLQJ�PRXQWLQJ�FDOOV�IRU�D�ER\FRWW�RYHU�LWV�ULJKWV�DEXVHV��IURP�VWULSSLQJ  

Hong Kong of its promised democratic freedoms to the mass incarceration of Uighur Muslims in 

;LQMLDQJ´240 was coded as having mentioned a specific kind of sanction. 

The third category encompasses all the different ways in which the abuses have been described 

DQG�FDWHJRULVHG�LQ�WKH�QHZV�FRYHUDJH��,W�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�FRGH�IRU�ZKDW�5REHUW�(QWPDQ�FDOOV�³PHQWDO�

DVVRFLDWLRQV´241��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��LW�LV�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WKDW�HQMR\V�WKH�³PRVW�LQGHSHQGHQW�DELOLW\�

to decide which mental associations to activate and the highest probability of moving their own 

WKRXJKWV� LQWR� JHQHUDO� FLUFXODWLRQ´242. Therefore, if the government frames a certain situation a 

genocide, then newspapers and, more broadly, all media are more likely to frame that situation in 

terms of genocide DV�ZHOO��0RUHRYHU��DV�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�VXJJHVW�LQ�WKHLU�DQDO\VLV�RI�³ZRUWK\�

DQG� XQZRUWK\� YLFWLPV´�� FDWHJRULVDWLRQV� VXFK� DV� ³JHQRFLGH´� DUH� UHDGLO\� DSSOLHG� WR� ³FDVHV� RI�

victimization in enemy states, but rarely if ever to similar or worse cases of victimization by the 

8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LWVHOI�RU�DOOLHG�UHJLPHV´243²classifying and counting how many times a situation is 

 
 
239 Steven Lee Myers�� ³China Is Preparing for Another Olympics in Beijing, Like It or Not´��The New York Times, 
February 19, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/19/world/asia/china-olympics-
boycott.html?searchResultPosition=23. 
240 Ibid. 
241 5REHUW�0��(QWPDQ��³&DVFDGLQJ�$FWLYDWLRQ��&RQWHVWLQJ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH¶V�)UDPH�$IWHU�����´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 420. 
242 Ibid. 
243 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 22. 

70:28634

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/19/world/asia/china-olympics-boycott.html?searchResultPosition=23
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/19/world/asia/china-olympics-boycott.html?searchResultPosition=23


 71 

referred to as e.g., genocide, will thus directly constitute further proof of propaganda efforts. The 

categories that have been identified comprise: 

(1) Crimes against humanity244; 

(2) Genocide245; 

(3) Repression246; 

(4) Violence247; 

 
 
244 Article 7 of the Rome StatuWH�GHILQHV�FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\�DV�³any of the following acts when committed as part 
of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack: 

a. Murder; 
b. Extermination; 
c. Enslavement; 
d. Deportation or forcible transfer of population; 
e. Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international 

law; 
f. Torture; 
g. Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual 

violence of comparable gravity; 
h. Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, 

gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are universally recognized as impermissible under 
international law, in connection with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of 
the Court; 

i. Enforced disappearance of persons; 
j. The crime of apartheid; 
k. Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to 

mental or physical health´��International Criminal Court, ³Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court´��
Article 7).  

245 Article II of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines 
JHQRFLGH�DV�³any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole 

or in part; 
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;  
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group´��*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��³Convention on the Prevention 

and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide´��$UWLFOH�,,�. 
246 For the purposes of this research, the definition of repression outlined by Marc Owen Jones in his book Political 
Repression in Bahrain ZLOO�EH�DGRSWHG��UHSUHVVLRQ�LV�³the process by which the dominant hegemonic order attempt to 
maintain power by destroying, rendering harmless or appeasing those organizations, people, groups or ideologies that 
potentially threaten their position of power or privilege´��Jones��³Defining Political Repression´�����.  
247 7KH�:RUOG�+HDOWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�GHILQHV�YLROHQFH�DV�³the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or 
actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of 
resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation´� �:RUOG�+HDOWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�� ³World 
report on violence and health��VXPPDU\´����.  
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(5) Torture248. 

Each of these words has a different meaning and, more importantly, has a different degree of gravity. 

Therefore, registering how a situation is defined not only is a strong indicator of the stance adopted 

by the newspaper, but it will also provide additional evidence of propaganda. The following chapter 

will present and analyse the results of the study. 

  

 
 
248 Article 1 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment defines 
WRUWXUH�DV�³DQ\�DFW�E\�ZKLFK�VHYHUH�SDLQ�RU�VXIIHULQJ��ZKHWKHU�SK\VLFDO�RU�PHQWDO��LV�LQWHQWLRQDOly inflicted on a person for 
such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third 
person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any 
reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the 
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or 
VXIIHULQJ�DULVLQJ�RQO\�IURP��LQKHUHQW�LQ�RU�LQFLGHQWDO�WR�ODZIXO�VDQFWLRQV´ (*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��³&RQYHQWLRQ�DJDLQVW�7RUWXUH�
DQG�2WKHU�&UXHO��,QKXPDQ�RU�'HJUDGLQJ�7UHDWPHQW�RU�3XQLVKPHQW´��$UWLFOH���� 

72:43976



 73 

CHAPTER 5 

Analysis and Results 

 

 

The aim of this chapter is to present the results of the quantitative content analysis that was used to 

investigate the 1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV¶ news coverage of two comparable situations i.e., the abuses against 

Muslim communities in India and China, in the 2020-2021 period. Out of a total sample of 318 results 

that were found in the archive section of the NTY using the key words indicated in Chapter 4, only 

92 articles were deemed relevant and were therefore analysed: the complete list of results²including 

title, authors, date, link, and many more information²can be found in the Annexes. The articles were 

FDWHJRULVHG� DQG� H[DPLQHG� IROORZLQJ� D� FKURQRORJLFDO� RUGHU�� +HUPDQ� DQG� &KRPVN\¶V� SURSDJDQGD�

model is the theoretical framework that was used to construct the coding frame: therefore, this chapter 

ZLOO�EH�RUJDQLVHG�IROORZLQJ�WKH�30¶V�ILOWHUV��)LUVW��WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�FRYHUDJH�ZLOO�EH�RXWOLQHG��WKHQ��

the usage of sources, divided between official and non-official, will be analysed. Thirdly, the ideology 

filter, coded for with references to human rights and sanctions, will be discussed; lastly, the framing 

of the issues will be investigated by looking at the cultural resonance and magnitude of the language 

used. 

 

5.1. Intensity of Coverage 

The starting point of this data analysis is to simply look at the intensity of the coverage for both 

situations: Table 1 summarises the overall number of results found in the NYT archive (318), divided 

SHU�\HDU�������������DQG�FRXQWU\��,QGLD�&KLQD���7KH�LWHPV�IRXQG�XVLQJ�WKH�NH\ZRUGV�³,QGLD´�DQG�

³0XVOLP´�DQG�³DEXVH´�LQ������ZHUH����LQ�WRWDO��ZKLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�GURSSHG�WR����LQ�����²less than 

KDOI�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�SLHFHV�IRXQG�LQVHUWLQJ�WKH�NH\ZRUGV�³&KLQD´�DQG�

³0XVOLP´�DQG�³DEXVH´�LQ������ZHUH�����LQ�WRWDO��DOPRVt double the number of those covering India 

in the same year. In 2021, that number decreased as well, albeit not as much as it did for India: 101 

was the total sample of results covering China. This preliminary finding is already noteworthy since 

it clearly shows that abuses against the Muslim community in China were mentioned with 

significantly higher intensity than abuses against the Muslim community in India. However, to assert 

this with more certainty, it is necessary to sift through all the results and focus on the articles that 

were deemed relevant to the topics, catalogued in Table 2. 
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Table 1. Total number of results found entering the chosen keywords in the NYT archives, divided per year and country. 

 2020 2021 N 

India 64 29 93 

China 124 101 225 

N 188 130 318 

 

While Table 1 only displays the raw results of the archive search, Table 2 displays the number of 

articles that, after a first quick read, were found to cover the topics at hand and were subsequently 

analysed more carefully. In 2020, 10 articles reported about the situation of Muslims in India, while 

only 6 articles reported about the same issue in 2021. Abuses against Muslim minorities in China 

gained considerably more media attention: 45 articles covered the topic in 2020, while 31 did so in 

2021. This means that the overall number of articles regarding India is only 17.4% of the total number 

of relevant articles analysed (92), while articles about China represent the remaining 82.6%. 

 

Table 2. Total number of articles that was were deemed relevant and thus analysed, divided per year and country. 

 2020 2021 N 

India 10 6 16 

China 45 31 76 

N 55 37 92 

 

Nevertheless, one could argue that this number of results is biased because the third keyword 

VHOHFWHG�L�H���³DEXVH´��LQ�D�ZD\�DOUHDG\�W\SLILHV�WKH�VHDUFK�UHVXOWV��6XFK�NH\ZRUG�ZDV�DGGHG�RQO\�IRU�

the purpose of restricting the sample to a manageable number of articles: expanding the search by 

LQFOXGLQJ�UHVXOWV�IURP�WKH�\HDUV������WR������DQG�RQO\�XVLQJ�WKH�NH\ZRUGV�³&KLQD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´�

DQG�³,QGLD´�DQG� ³0XVOLP´��ZLOO�SURYLGH�D�EHWWHU�RYHUYLHZ�RI� WKH� WUHQG��$V�VKRZQ� LQ�7DEOH���DQG�

Figure 4, until the year 201�� WKH�ZRUG� ³0XVOLP´� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� ,QGLD� DQG�&KLQD�� UHVSHFWLYHO\��

appears to follow the same pattern²in other words, both topics received similar patterns of media 

attention. However, from 2014 onwards the topic of Muslim minorities in China seems to have 
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received much more attention, with a peak in the years of 2019 and 2020, which confirms what the 

earlier intuition had already outlined.  

 

Table 3. 1XPEHU�RI�UHVXOWV�UHWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�1<7�DUFKLYHV�XVLQJ�WKH�NH\ZRUGV�³,QGLD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´� 

DQG�³&KLQD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´�IRU�WKH�\HDUV�����-2021. 

Year N Results for India N Results for China 

2000 202 216 

2001 409 374 

2002 478 277 

2003 253 250 

2004 307 292 

2005 327 392 

2006 599 655 

2007 363 346 

2008 477 521 

2009 288 344 

2010 186 216 

2011 187 217 

2012 347 259 

2013 248 191 

2014 274 299 

2015 195 271 

2016 193 403 

2017 315 525 

2018 245 413 

2019 386 571 

2020 289 537 

2021 194 359 

 

It is interesting to note that, after reaching a new high point, both topics have received declining 

attention between the years of 2020 and 2021: perhaps as a consequence of the outbreak of the Covid-

19 pandemic in February-March 2020, media attention shifted to other, more pressing, issues.  
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Overall, for the period under consideration in this study, it can be safely maintained that the victims 

of the enemy state were subjected to a more intense coverage than those victimized by the client state. 

To YHULI\�ZKHWKHU�WKH�³ZRUWK\�XQZRUWK\�YLFWLPV´�FDWHJRULVDWLRQ�IXOO\�DSSOLHV�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�QH[W�

sections will proceed with the analysis of the quality of coverage. 

 

5.2. Official Sources and Non-official Sources 

As seen in Chapter 3, the third filter of the PM discusses the sourcing of mass-media news: Herman 

DQG� &KRPVN\¶V� DUJXPHQW� LV� WKDW� QHZV� RXWOHWV� WHQG� WR� KHDYLO\� UHO\� RQ� ³RIILFLDO´� VRXUFHV� IRU� WKH�

coverage of stories considered to be particularly newsworthy. This is because sources such as 

government officials, business corporations, trade groups, and even independent experts and 

DFDGHPLFV�DUH�DOO�FRQVLGHUHG�³FUHGLEOH´�DQG�³REMHFWLYH´��JLYHQ�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\�DQG�SUHVWLJH��+RZHYHU��

+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�FODLP�WKDW�³SRZHUIXO�VRXUFHV�UHJXODUO\�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�of media routines and 

GHSHQGHQF\� WR� ³PDQDJH´� WKH� PHGLD�� WR� PDQLSXODWH� WKHP� LQWR� IROORZLQJ� D� VSHFLDO� DJHQGD� DQG�

Figure 4. Graphical representation of the trend of NYT articles covering the issue of Muslim minorities in China and 
in India, 2000-2021. 
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IUDPHZRUN´249��7KLV�PDQLSXODWLRQ�JRHV�VR� IDU�DV� WR�ZKDW� WKH\� FDOO� ³FR-RSWLQJ� WKH� H[SHUWV´��ZKLFK�

HVVHQWLDOO\�PHDQV�³SXWWLQJ�WKHP�RQ�WKH�SD\UROO�DV consultants, funding their research, and organizing 

WKLQN� WDQNV� WKDW� ZLOO� KLUH� WKHP� GLUHFWO\� DQG� KHOS� GLVVHPLQDWH� WKHLU� PHVVDJHV´250. Therefore, the 

expectation is that articles that report on issues that the government views as concerning its core 

interests the number of official sources cited will be higher than the number of non-official sources. 

As outlined in Chapter 4, US business representatives, think tank experts, and academics all fall 

ZLWKLQ�WKH�³RIILFLDO�VRXUFH´�FDWHJRULVDWLRQ��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�JRYernment officials. 

In the 45 articles analysed for China in 2020, official sources were cited 399 times in total, 

while non-official sources were 282. In 2021, the articles under scrutiny were 31: official sources 

were 273, non-official sources 224. Overall, official sources were cited 672 times, with an average of 

8.84 per article. Non-official sources were 506 in total, 6.66 per article on average: thus, these two 

variables contained a mean differential of 2.18, which indicates that each article on average contained 

2.18 more citations of official sources than non-RIILFLDO�VRXUFHV��FRQILUPLQJ�WKH�30¶V�SUHGLFWLRQV��,Q�

the case of India, the situation is the opposite: the 10 articles analysed for 2020 cited only 19 official 

sources and 173 non-official sources. The trend did not change in 2021: 2 official and 78 non-official 

sources for a total of 6 articles. It is true that the number of articles retrieved on abuses against the 

Muslim minority in India is significantly smaller than the number of articles covering the same topic 

in China: however, the difference in the utilization of official and non-official sources is so 

remarkable that it had to be mentioned. Indeed, 19 official and 251 non-official sources in 16 articles 

means an average of 1.3 official and 15.7 non-official sources per article: in other words, each article 

covering Muslim minorities in India on average contained 14.37 more citations of non-official 

sources than official sources. A summary of this data can be found in Table 4: unfortunately, because 

of a lack of statistical knowledge, the statistical significance of each mean difference could not be 

estimated. 

 

Table 4. Summary of official and non-official sources found, divided per country. 

Variable N Sources Mean Mean Diff. N Articles 

Off. Sources CN 672 8.84 2.18 76 

 
 
249 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 84. 
250 Ibid. 
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Non-Off. Sources CN 506 6.66 

Off. Sources IN 21 1.31 
-14.37 16 

Non-Off. Sources IN 251 15.69 

 

Not only did the analysis of sources show that official sources were used more frequently in 

articles regarding the enemy state, and non-official sources were cited more often in articles on the 

client state, but it also exposed that, among the official sources for articles covering abuses against 

Muslim minorities in China, an abundance of experts working for various research institutes, think 

tanks, and universities was quoted. Among these establishments, it is possible to find for instance the 

+XGVRQ�,QVWLWXWH��D�WKLQN�WDQN�DQG�UHVHDUFK�FHQWUH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�³SURPRWLQJ�$PHULFDQ�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�

engagement foU�D�VHFXUH��IUHH��DQG�SURVSHURXV�IXWXUH´251, headquartered in Washington, DC. Another 

such organization, also based in Washington, DC, is the Peterson Institute for International 

(FRQRPLFV� �3,,(��� ³DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� QRQSURILW�� QRQSDUWLVDQ� UHVHDUFK� RUJDQL]DWLRQ dedicated to 

strengthening prosperity and human welfare in the global economy through expert analysis and 

SUDFWLFDO�SROLF\�VROXWLRQV´252. Last but not least, researchers working for the Center for Strategic and 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 6WXGLHV� �&6,6��� ³D� ELSDUWLVDQ�� nonprofit policy research organization dedicated to 

DGYDQFLQJ�SUDFWLFDO�LGHDV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�JUHDWHVW�FKDOOHQJHV´��ZKRVH�³SXUSRVH�LV�WR�GHILQH�WKH�

IXWXUH�RI�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\´253, were also cited in 5 of the articles about China.  

Separate consideration needs to be dedicated to another institute whose reports on the situation 

in Xinjiang were mentioned in 10 of the 76 articles about Muslim community abuses in China. The 

UHSRUWV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�DUH��³8\JKXUV�IRU�VDOH´254��³*HQRPLF�VXUYHLOODQFH´255��DQG�³%RUrowing mouths to 

VSHDN�RQ�;LQMLDQJ´256, and were all published by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), an 

independent, non-SDUWLVDQ� WKLQN� WDQN� WKDW�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� LWV� ZHEVLWH� LV� DOVR� ³RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW�

authoritative and widely quoted contributors to public discussion of strategic policy issues in the Indo-

 
 
251 ³$ERXW�WKH�+XGVRQ�,QVWLWXWH´��+XGVRQ�,QVWLWXWH��DFFHVVHG�0DUFK�����������https://www.hudson.org/about. 
252 ³$ERXW�3,,(´��3HWHUVRQ�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(FRQRPLFV��DFFHVVHG�0DUFK�����������https://www.piie.com/about-
piie. 
253 ³$ERXW� 8V´�� &HQWHU� IRU� 6WUDWHJLF� DQG� ,QWHUQDWLonal Studies, accessed March 21, 2022, 
https://www.csis.org/programs/about-us. 
254 Vicky Xiuzhong Xu et al., Uyghurs for sale (Australia: The Australian Strategic Policy Institute Limited 2020, 2020). 
255 Emile Dirks and Dr. James Leibold, Genomic surveillance (Australia: The Australian Strategic Policy Institute Limited 
2020, 2020). 
256 Fergus Ryan et al., Borrowing mouths to speak on Xinjiang (Australia: The Australian Strategic Policy Institute 
Limited 2020, 2021). 
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3DFLILF� UHJLRQ´257. ASPI was established by the Australian Government in 2001 and it receives 

funding from many entities such overseas governments, including the US government. What is 

relevant to the present work is that, according to the 2020-2021 funding documents published on the 

WKLQN�WDQN¶V�ZHEVLWH��WKH�86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH��YLD�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�:DU�	�3HDFH�5HSRUWLQJ��JDYH�

ASPI funding for research that specifically focused on human rights LQ�;LQMLDQJ��DQG�RQ�³&KLQD�WHFK�

DQG� V\VWHPV�RI� LQIOXHQFH�SURMHFWV´258. Moreover, China tech projects (among other projects) also 

received funding from the US Department of State via the US Embassy in Canberra. For this reason, 

whenever reports produced by the ASPI were cited in the articles analysed, such reports were coded 

DPRQJ�WKH�³RIILFLDO�VRXUFHV´��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�RI�WKLV�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DUH�QRW�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�

US. Other governments are also funding various projects of the institute: however, the US 

government is the only body that reportedly financed projects that concern such precise topics. 

The last remarks about official sources cited in articles about China concern a German 

anthropologist and researcher named Adrian Zenz and his study titled ³6WHULOL]DWLRQV�� ,8'V�� DQG�

0DQGDWRU\� %LUWK� &RQWURO�� 7KH� &&3¶V� &DPSDLJQ� WR� 6XSSUHVV� 8\JKXU� %LUWKUDWHV� LQ� ;LQMLDQJ´259, 

published by the Jamestown Foundation, an anti-communist think tank based in Washington, DC. In 

fact, according to its website, the JamestRZQ�IRXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�IRXQGHG� LQ������DQG�³PDGH�D�GLUHFW�

contribution to the downfall of Communism through its dissemination of information about the closed 

WRWDOLWDULDQ�VRFLHWLHV�RI�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ´260��7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�PLVVLRQ�WRGD\�LV�

to ³LQIRUP�DQG�HGXFDWH�SROLF\�PDNHUV�DQG�WKH�EURDGHU�FRPPXQLW\�DERXW�HYHQWV�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�WKRVH�

societies which are strategically or tactically important to the United States and which frequently 

UHVWULFW�DFFHVV�WR�VXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ´261²KHQFH��=HQ]¶V�UHVHDUFK�on Xinjiang and the Uyghurs. Overall, 

LW�VHHPV�WKDW�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�QRWLRQ�RI�³FR-RSWLQJ�WKH�H[SHUWV´��H[SODLQHG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�

of this section, was confirmed by the results obtained with the present study: a series of 

knowledgeable analysts was cited in multiple articles to support the arguments against the US 

JRYHUQPHQW¶V�HQHP\�VWDWH�L�H���&KLQD� 

 

 

 
 
257 ³$ERXW�XV´��$XVWUDOLDQ�6WUDWHJLF�3ROLF\�,QVWLWXWH��DFFHVVHG�0DUFK�����������https://www.aspi.org.au/about-aspi. 
258 AXVWUDOLDQ�6WUDWHJLF�3ROLF\�,QVWLWXWH��³$QQH[�+��$63,�E\�WKH�QXPEHUV´��LQ�ASPI Annual Report 2020-2021 (Australia: 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, 2021): 155. 
259 Adrian Zenz, 6WHULOL]DWLRQV��,8'V��DQG�0DQGDWRU\�%LUWK�&RQWURO��7KH�&&3¶V�&DPSDLJQ�WR�6XSpress Uyghur Birthrates 
in Xinjiang (Washington, DC: The Jamestown Foundation, 2020). 
260 ³$ERXW�8V´��The Jamestown Foundation, accessed March 21, 2022, https://jamestown.org/about-us/. 
261 Ibid. 
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5.3. Emphasis on Human Rights and Sanctions 

,Q�³7KH�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO��6WLOO�5HOHYDQW�7RGD\"´262, Piers Robinson argues that the ideological 

filter IXQFWLRQV�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��³RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��LW�VHUYHV�WR�MXVWLI\�VXEVWDQWLYHO\�HOLWH-driven policy 

decisions by making policies appear legitimate, natural and inevitable. On the other hand, ideology 

helps to marginalize or to exclude alternative positions thaW�PLJKW� GHVWDELOL]H�RIILFLDO� IUDPHV´263. 

:KHQ�+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�ILUVW�SXEOLVKHG�³0DQXIDFWXULQJ�&RQVHQW´��WKH�GRPLQDQW�LGHRORJ\�WKDW�

served to justify government actions, while at the same time marginalising alternative views was anti-

communism. According to Robinson, after the end of the Cold war, other ideologies emerged to 

replace anti-communism in its role: the war on terror, humanitarian warfare ideology and 

nationalism264. Others, including Herman and Chomsky themselves, have instead claimed that anti-

cRPPXQLVP�ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�³WKH�QHROLEHUDO�µEHOLHI�LQ�WKH�miracle of the market´265 (emphasis added). 

The present study assumes a slightly different stance on the matter, maintaining that what 

+HUPDQ� DQG� &KRPVN\� KDYH� FDOOHG� ³ideology´� Ls seen here rather as what provides the moral 

justification that the US administration uses to legitimise its decisions and discredit dissenting views. 

Such moral justification for the issue under consideration here is the human rights narrative. As 

reasonHG�E\�'DYLG��³WKH�YHU\�FRQFHSW�RI�µLGHRORJ\¶�DV�D�NH\�SROLWLFDO�WHUP�FRPHV�IURP�LWV�XVH�LQ�WKH�

ZULWLQJV�RI�.DUO�0DU[´266. Therefore, such concept is still widely understood in connection with its 

Marxist definition i.e., as a manifestation of power tied to ³GLIIHUHQW� HFRQRPLF� V\VWHPV� DQG� WKH�

GRPLQDQW� PRGHV� RI� SURGXFWLRQ´267²for this reason, the term has come to assume a negative 

FRQQRWDWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�QHYHU�UHDOO\�VWXGLHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�³WKH�SRVLWLYH�DQG�KLJKO\�PRUDO�LQWHQWLRQV�

KXPDQ�ULJKWV´268. Davis goes so far as claiming WKDW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DUH�DQ�LGHRORJ\�EHFDXVH�³D��WKH\�

offer an account of the existing order, a world-view, meaning they offer (relatively) clear moral 

boundaries of the world as it should be; b) they advance a model of a desired future, a viVLRQ�RI�µJRRG�

VRFLHW\¶�� DQG�PRVW� LPSRUWDQWO\� F�� WKH\� H[SODLQ� KRZ� SROLWLFDO� FKDQJH� FDQ� DQG� VKRXOG� EH� EURXJKW�

DERXW´269. It is not the intention of the author to categorize human rights as an ideology and it is 

 
 
262 Piers Robinson�� ³7KH� 3URSDJDQGD� 0RGHO�� 6WLOO� 5HOHYDQW� 7RGD\"´, in Noam Chomsky. Critical Explorations in 
Contemporary Political Thought, ed. Alison Edgley (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 77-96.  
263 Ivi, 86. 
264 Ivi, 88. 
265 &KULVWLDQ�)XFKV��³3URSDJDQGD������+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\¶V�3URSDJDQGD�0RGHO�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQHW��%LJ�'DWD�
DQG�6RFLDO�0HGLD´��LQ�The Propaganda Model Today: Filtering Perception and Awareness, ed. Joan Pedro-Carañana, 
Daniel Broudy and Jeffery Klaehn, (London: University of Westminster Press, 2018): 72. 
266 Lea 'DYLG��³+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DV�DQ�,GHRORJ\"�2EVWDFOHV�DQG�%HQHILWV´, Critical Sociology 2020 46, no. 1 (2018): 39. 
267 Ibid. 
268 Ivi, 40. 
269 Ivi, 43-44. 

80:82030



 81 

beyond the scope of the present work to discuss the definition of ideology itself; nonetheless, the 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DV�DQ�DQDO\WLFDO�WRRO�³WR�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�HYDOXDWH�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�

Western-OHG�JOREDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�YDOXHV�DQG�QRUPV´270 will be adopted here as a variable for 

WKH�30¶V�ILIWK�ILOWHU�  

7KH�SKUDVH�³KXPDQ�ULJKWV´�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�D� WRWDO� RI����� WLPHV� LQ� WKH�&KLQD�FRYHUDJH�������

times per article on average. The same phrase was only mentioned 14 times in the coverage of abuses 

against Muslim communities India: 0.87 times per article on average. This result is in line with the 

H[SHFWDWLRQV��LQ�³0DQXIDFWXULQJ�&RQVHQW´��+HUPDQ�DQG�&KRPVN\�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�LGHRORJ\�ILOWHU�LV�D�

SRZHUIXO�FRQWURO�PHFKDQLVP�EHFDXVH�LW�³KHOSV�PRELOL]H�WKH�SRSXODFH�DJDLQVW�DQ�HQHPy, and because 

the concept is fuzzy it can be used against anybody advocating policies that threaten property 

LQWHUHVWV´271. Of course, in this case they referred to the anti-Communism filter; nonetheless, the 

assertion, mutatis mutandis, holds true for the human rights ideology as well. Indeed, any state that 

does not respect human rights will be seen as evil and as deserving to be stopped in its abuses and 

punished. This contention is further confirmed by looking at the other variable that was part of this 

category of the coding frame i.e., sanctions. Out of 76 articles covering China, 59 mention sanctions 

or comparable countermeasures at least once. It is important to highlight that mentions of sanctions 

were only counted if they were explicitly promoted by the US against China and if the argument that 

substantiated the punitive measure were human rights concerns²therefore, if the entity that was 

suggesting the imposition of sanctions was, for instance, a foreign government or, if the sanctions 

were suggested following worries over the Hong Kong protests, then they were not considered. The 

same, mutatis mutandis, applied to Indian. Finally, in the 16 articles on India, there is no mention of 

sanctions²human rights issues are referenced 14 times, the articles report on the violence and 

tortures that Muslim citizens are being subjected to, yet no countermeasures are considered to address 

WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��VXGGHQO\�LW�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�EH�XS�WR�WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�³ULJKW�WKLV�ZURQJ´��1R�ELOOV�

are being discussed in the US House of Representatives and Senate, no boycotts are being considered, 

no tariffs are being raised²it is almost as if minority rights mattered only in enemy countries, while 

WKH�FOLHQW�VWDWHV�DUH�JUDQWHG�D�³IUHH�SDVV´� 

 

 

 
 
270 Ivi, 44. 
271 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 91. 
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5.4. Framing of the Issues 

As remarked in Chapter 4, this category encompasses a series of definitions that were used in the 

articles mentioning the abuses against Muslim minorities: the aim of this last inquiry is to verify 

whether there are significant differences in the framing of the news in the two countries under 

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�� 7KH� LGHD�� RQFH� DJDLQ�� GHULYHV� IURP� WKH� ³ZRUWK\�XQZRUWK\´� YLFWLPV� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ�

developed by Herman and Chomsky: indeed, they argued that political bias in the coverage of two 

largely similar situations can be identified by looking at the usage of specific words. For instance, 

WKH\� H[HPSOLI\� KRZ� ³Jenocide is an invidious word that officials apply readily to cases of 

victimization in enemy states, but rarely if ever to similar or worse cases of victimization by the 

8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� LWVHOI� RU� DOOLHG� UHJLPHV´272 (emphasis added). Following this line, five main 

categorisations were found in the present investigation, namely genocide, crimes against humanity, 

repression, violence, and torture²each word is able to evoke different feelings about the events that 

it describes according to the degree of severity that it carries: thus, word choice is the first indicator 

of a frame. It needs to be pointed out that, according to Article 7 of the Rome Statute273, acts of 

³WRUWXUH´�IDOO�XQGHU�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´��KRZHYHU��WRUWXUH�ZDV�VWLOO�OLVWHG�DV�LWV�

own category because of the abundant usage of the word in the articles retrieved. This point directly 

connects to the second measure that helps distinguish a specific frame from the rest of the news i.e., 

 
 
272 Ivi, 22. 
273 Article 7 of the Rome StatuWH�GHILQHV�FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\�DV�³any of the following acts when committed as part 
of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack: 

l. Murder; 
m. Extermination; 
n. Enslavement; 
o. Deportation or forcible transfer of population; 
p. Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international 

law; 
q. Torture; 
r. Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual 

violence of comparable gravity; 
s. Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, 

gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are universally recognized as impermissible under 
international law, in connection with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of 
the Court; 

t. Enforced disappearance of persons; 
u. The crime of apartheid; 
v. Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to 

mental or physical health´��International Criminal Court, ³Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court´��
Article 7).  
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PDJQLWXGH��0DJQLWXGH�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�³SURPLQHQFH�DQG�UHSHWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�IUDPLQJ�ZRUGV�DQG�LPDJHV´274: 

significant numbers of exposure to a specific word combined with its the cultural resonance can 

³VWLPXODWH�VXSSRUW�RI�RU�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�VLGHV�LQ�D�SROLWLFDO�FRQIOLFW´275²which is exactly the aim 

of the framing process. 

7DEOH���LOOXVWUDWHV�KRZ��LQ�WKH�QHZV�FRYHUDJH�RI�&KLQD��³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´�ZDV�XVHG����

WLPHV��ZKLOH�³JHQRFLGH´�ZDV�FLWHG����WLPHV��ZLWK�D�SHDN�DURXQG�WKH�WLPH�WKH�7UXPS�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�

officially defined the situation of Muslim minorities in China as genocide, in January 2021. Indeed, 

the 10 articles found in the period between the months of January and April 2021, the word genocide 

was mentioned 52 times²DOPRVW�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU��³5HSUHVVLRQ´�ZDV�HPSOR\HG����

WLPHV��³YLROHQFH´���WLPHV��DQG�³WRUWXUH´����WLPHV�� 

 

Table 5. Categorisation of terms used in the articles covering China. 

Categorisation N mentions Mean N articles 

Genocide 84 1.10 

76 

Crimes Against Humanity 16 0.21 

Repression 53 0.70 

Violence 8 0.10 

Torture 12 0. 16 

 

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��DV� DQWLFLSDWHG� DERYH�� DUWLFOHV�RQ� ,QGLD�GLG�QRW�XVH� WKH�FDWHJRULVDWLRQV�³FULPHV�

DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´��³JHQRFLGH´��DQG�³UHSUHVVLRQ´��DV�WKH�UHVXOWV�FROOHFWHG�LQ�7DEOH���VKRZ��)ROORZLQJ�

the definition of repression provided in Chapter 4²repreVVLRQ�DV�³WKH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�WKH�GRPLQDQW�

hegemonic order attempt to maintain power by destroying, rendering harmless or appeasing those 

organizations, people, groups or ideologies that potentially threaten their position of power or 

SULYLOHJH´276²the abuses committed against Muslim minorities in India described in the articles 

XQGHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�VKRXOG�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�FDWHJRU\��1HYHUWKHOHVV��QR�XVDJH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³UHSUHVVLRQ´�

 
 
274 5REHUW�0��(QWPDQ��³&DVFDGLQJ�$FWLYDWLRQ��&RQWHVWLQJ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH¶V�)UDPH�$IWHU�����´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 417. 
275 Ibid. 
276 0DUF� 2ZHQ� -RQHV�� ³'HILQLQJ� 3ROLWLFDO� 5HSUHVVLRQ´, in Political Repression in Bahrain (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2020): 23. 
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ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�VDPSOH�DQDO\VHG��,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�PRUH�JHQHUDO�WHUP�³YLROHQFH´ was cited 65 times²

�����WLPHV�SHU�DUWLFOH�RQ�DYHUDJH��ODVWO\��³WRUWXUH´�ZDV�IRXQG����WLPHV��ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV�WR�DQ�DYHUDJH�

of 0.81 mentions per article against the average of 0.16 mentions of the same word per article for 

China.  

 

Table 6. Categorisation of terms used in the articles covering India. 

Categorisation N mentions Mean N articles 

Genocide 0 0 

16 

Crimes Against Humanity 0 0 

Repression 0 0 

Violence 65 4.06 

Torture 13 0.81 

 

/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��DV�5REHUW�(QWPDQ�DUJXHV��DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�IUDPH�DQ�LVVXH�³HQWDLOV�selecting 

and highlighting some facets of events or issues, and making connections among them so as to 

promote a particular interpretation, evaluation, and/or solution´277 (emphasis in the original). 

Therefore, using culturally resonant terms to describe some events will automatically bring to the 

UHDGHU¶V�PLQG� WKRXJKWV� DQG�IHHOLQJV� WKDW� WKH\�DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK�VXFK� WHUPV��(QWPDQ�VD\V� WKDW�³VRPH�

words and images possess sufficient resonance to impress themselves on public consciousness 

without requiring a significant number of exposures: airliners flying into the World Trade Center on 

6HSWHPEHU�����IRU�LQVWDQFH´278. The use of specific terminology and images will thus result in a frame 

that is more likely to move into general circulation279 and have a significant (usually negative) 

influence on the narrative around the issue at hand. In the articles examined in this study, one such 

example is the description of the riots that erupted in India after the government adopted measures 

eroding the rights of Muslim citizens in India280 DV�³SRJURPV´²an evocative word that originated in 

the 19th- and 20th-century as a result of the antisemitic violence in the Russian Empire that was aimed 

 
 
277 5REHUW�0��(QWPDQ��³&DVFDGLQJ�$FWLYDWLRQ��&RQWHVWLQJ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH¶V�)UDPH�$IWHU�����´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 417. 
278 Ibid. 
279 Ivi, 420. 
280 TKH�UHPRYDO�RI�.DVKPLU¶V�VHPLDXWRQRPRXV�VWDWXV��DQG�WKH�discriminatory citizenship law described in the previous 
chapter.  
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SUHFLVHO\�DW�³YLROHQWO\�GHPROLVK´�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�ZRUG�³SRJURP´�ZDV�XVHG�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�LQ�

2 of the 16 articles covering India.  

Similarly, many articles on the ongoing abuses against Muslim minorities in Xinjiang did not 

shy away from framing the issue in an ominously negative way by making a parallel with Nazi 

*HUPDQ\�� XVLQJ� SKUDVHV� VXFK� DV� ³FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� FDPSV´� RU� PDNLQJ� H[SOLFLW� UHIHUHQFHV� WR� WKH�

Holocaust. Moreover, 2 articles about the Winter Olympics held in China this past February directly 

compared the event to the Olympics that were held in Nazi Germany in the summer of 1936. 

Understandably, all these images and descriptions are bound to have a strong impact on the readers 

of the NYT, this is why they were chosen. However, it is interesting to highlight that, while the 

framing of the situation in XinjianJ�LV�FRKHUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�WRSLF��WKH�

IUDPLQJ�RI�ULRWV�LQ�,QGLD�DV�³SRJURPV´�LV�VRPHZKDW�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ�DQG�H[SRVHV�D�FHUWDLQ�GXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�

reporting. In fact, the riots are compared to pogroms (a word that refers to violent riots incited with 

the aim of massacring or expelling an ethnic or religious group), yet the overall atmosphere of 

intolerance resulting from the Hindu extremism that has flourished under the government of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi only seems to lead to abuses that never go beyond the general notion of 

³YLROHQFH´�DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�HSLVRGHV�RI�³WRUWXUH´� 
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CHAPTER 6 

Discussion and Conclusions 

 

 

The purpose of this final chapter is to reflect on the work done by discussing the analysis results more 

in depth, by acknowledging the limitations of the methods employed, and by making some 

recommendations for future research. In addition, the last section provides a concise answer to the 

research question that has served as guiding framework for this study.  

 

6.1. Discussion of Findings  

The results obtained from the analysis not only were consistent with the PM, but they also yielded 

valuable insights with regards to the model and the overall theoretical background outlined in 

Chapters 3 and 4. Herman and Chomsky argue that ³D�SURSDJDQGD�PRGHO�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�societal 

purpose of the media is to inculcate and defend the economic, social, and political agenda of 

SULYLOHJHG�JURXSV�WKDW�GRPLQDWH�WKH�GRPHVWLF�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKH�VWDWH´281 (emphasis added). Their model 

theorises five filters that governmental and economic elites use to promote their preferred narrative, 

narrow the premises of debate, and eliminate dissenting views with the objective of engineering 

popular support for their political and economic interests. Similarly, Entman argues that it is the elites 

who have the power to set in motion the framing process and control what information is released 

and what narrative fits better their interests. In his cascading activation model, he explains how 

interpretative frames spread from the White House to the network of non-governmental elites, to news 

organizations and all the way down to the public. The present work has used the PM as framework 

to study elements such as the intensity of coverage, the sourcing of news, and the ideological 

component that legitimises sanctions. 0RUHRYHU�� WKH� ³ZRUWK\�XQZRUWK\´� YLFWLP� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ� is 

drawn from one of the case studies that the two authors discuss in Chapter 2 of Manufacturing 

Consent, namely the analysis of the coverage of the murder of Polish priest Jerzy 3RSLHáXV]NR and 

the victims of murder in Latin America. The CAM, on the other hand, was applied to examine the 

 
 
281 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 374. 
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framing of the abuses and, more broadly, of the overall word choice of the articles. In the following 

paragraphs, each hypothesis will be considered individually and discussed briefly. 

 

H1��7KH�YLFWLPV�RI�WKH�HQHP\�VWDWH�L�H���&KLQD��ZLOO�EH�IRXQG�³ZRUWK\´�DQG�ZLOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�

more intense coverage than those victimised by the client state i.e., India. 

 

In line with the predictions of the propaganda model, the victims of abuses perpetrated by 

China, the enemy state, did receive more intense coverage than those victimised by India, the client 

state²despite the broad comparability of the two situations. In this case, the argument that ³GLIILFulty 

LQ�JHWWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�RQ�³XQZRUWK\´�YLFWLPV�FDQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�VXFK�D�JURVV�GRXEOH�

VWDQGDUG´282 is reversed: in fact, a lot of resources seem to be dedicated to searching greater amounts 

of evidence of the egregious violations that the Chinese government is committing against Muslim 

minorities in Xinjiang²a region where obtaining access to freely conduct independent research is 

extremely taxing. On the contrary, in India, a country where reporting would be more accessible, 

minorities rights are being stripped away in broad daylight and dissent is progressively silenced283, 

resulting in heightened ethnic and sectarian tensions284 that more often than note escalate into 

violence, torture and, in the worst cases, killings. Yet, less voices are covering such issues, confirming 

Herman and Chomsky¶V�LQVLJKWV�RQ�the quality of PHGLD¶V�WUHDWPHQW�RI�YLFWLPV, which can only be 

explained by political factors: if an issue does not fit the interests of the elites, then it will be less 

likely to make it on their agenda and will thus end up receiving less media attention. 

 

H2: Official sources will be cited more than non-official sources in articles covering the 

actions of the enemy state, and vice versa. 

 

 
 
282 Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: 
The Bodley Head, 2008): 22. 
283 Emily Schmall and Sameer Yasir, ³µ$UH�:H�+XPDQ"¶�0RGL¶V�8VH�RI�$QWLWHUURU�/DZ�'UDZV�6FUXWLQ\�)URP�&RXUWV´��
The New York Times, October 12, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/12/world/asia/modi-india-antiterror-
law.html?searchResultPosition=17. 
284 Mujib Mashal, ³In a Region in Strife, ,QGLD¶V�0RUDO�+LJK�*URXQG�(URGHV´��The New York Times, November 6, 2021, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/06/world/asia/india-region-muslim-hindu-strife.html?searchResultPosition=21. 
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With regards to the third filter of the propaganda model, news sourcing, the results suggested 

that news frameworks of enemy states were dominated by official sources: government officials, 

businesses, lawmakers, researchers working for various think tanks, and university professors (among 

others) were cited frequently in an effort to give the articles a semblance of prestige and objectivity. 

However, following an argument that was brought forward by many scholars presented in Chapter 3, 

among which Lance Bennett, this practice UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�URXWLQH�³SURIHVVLRQDO´�GHFLVLRQV�³about who 

DQG�ZKDW� WKH�PHGLD�VKRXOG�FRYHU�ZLWK� WKHLU� OLPLWHG� UHVRXUFHV´285 lays the groundwork for a news 

coverage that restricts the range of voices ± and thus, the debate ± within bounds that conform to the 

interests of elites. The most striking evidence of this process is the finding, presented in the previous 

chapter, that one of the think tanks that was cited more frequently in the 76 articles concerning China, 

the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, receives funding from the US Department of State 

specifically to conduct research on KXPDQ�ULJKWV� LQ�;LQMLDQJ�� DQG�RQ�³&KLQD� WHFK�DQG�V\VWHPV�of 

influence projects´�  

 

H3: Human rights will be mentioned more often in articles covering the actions of the enemy 

state, to justify elite-driven policy decisions and marginalise or exclude alternative positions. 

 

H4: Sanctions against the ³ZLFNHG´�VWDWH�ZLOO�EH�HPSKDVLVHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG� 

 

The data collected demonstrated that human rights were indeed mentioned more frequently in 

articles covering the enemy state. As a matter of fact, foreign policy matters relating to China almost 

exclusively revolve around human rights issues, a narrative aimed at justifying the heightened 

attention and concern dedicated to the country and at substantiating the adoption of hostile policies 

as permissible countermeasures. 7KHVH�ILQGLQJV�OHJLWLPLVH�WKLV�VWXG\¶V�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�human rights 

can constitute the 30¶V� fifth filter. Furthermore, the findings for the fourth hypothesis will help 

explain the next point: the article analysis confirmed that sanctions against the enemy state were 

suggested ± and welcomed ± with considerable emphasis. In fact, in this category the bias is even 

more evident, given that no sanctions were mentioned to address the situation in the client state. These 

results are relevant to the creation of a propaganda narrative as they provide a highly skewed depiction 

of US foreign policy objectives: the economic and political reasons behind the countermeasures were 

 
 
285 /DQFH�%HQQHWW��³7RZDUG�a Theory of Press-State Relations in the United States´��Journal of Communication 40, no. 2 
(1990): 103. 
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overlooked, leaving human rights concerns as the only purpose for this involvement²a half truth. 

Last but not least, the focus on human rights makes it more unlikely for someone to raise objections 

about the validity and necessity of hostile policies. 

 

H5: News articles about the enemy state will be framing the abuses more harshly, with 

PHQWLRQV�RI�³JHQRFLGH´�RU�³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´� 

 

The final category set out to identify all the different ways in which the abuses have been framed 

in the news coverage and verify whether there are significant differences between China and India: 

unsurprisingly, the expectation that abuses in the enemy state would be framed more harshly was 

confirmed by the analysis results. Once again, it was Herman and Chomsky who ascertained that the 

most clear-cut allegations are made in cases of victimization in enemy states: the findings presented 

in Chapter 5 substantiate this claim. The expressions ³JHQRFLGH´��³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\´�� DQG�

³UHSUHVVLRQ´�ZHUH�RQO\�XVHG�LQ�DUWLFOHV�FRYHULQJ�WKH�DEXVHV�DJDLQVW�0XVOLP�PLQRULWLHV�LQ�&KLQD��On 

the other hand, ³vLROHQFH´��Dn especially general term, was mentioned on average 4 times per article 

in the case of victims of the client state, while it was mentioned on average less than once per article 

in cases of victimization in China. The frames of abuses against Muslim minorities in China as 

repression, genocide and crimes against humanity so thoroughly dominate the media ³that alternative 

readings become virtually irrelevant to politics´286²moreover, the frequent associations between the 

situation under consideration and Nazi Germany, concentration camps and the Holocaust provide an 

additional, extraordinarily potent and culturally resonant frame that further discourages even slightly 

dissenting interpretations, therefore cementing the hold of the dominant frame. 

 

6.2. Limitations of the Study and Recommendations for Future Research 

While the findings of this investigation provided significant support for the hypotheses, there are 

various limitations within the methodology that must be addressed. Acknowledging such limitations 

is crucial because it allows to make insightful recommendations for future research: first and 

foremost, the analysis sample could be broadened to improve the accuracy of the results obtained. 

For instance, a database such as LexisNexis could be used to retrieve the materials, and the keywords 

 
 
286 Robert M. Entman��³Cascading Activation: Contesting the White House¶s Frame After 9/11´��Political Communication 
20, no. 4 (2003): 418. 
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could be OLPLWHG�WR�³&KLQD´�RU�³,QGLD´�DQG�³0XVOLP´��LQ�RUGHU�WR�expand the range of the articles to 

include a more comprehensive coverage narrative on Muslim minorities in both countries. In this 

regard, it is necessary to pause for a moment and briefly discuss an issue that was not yet fully 

addressed and that might be viewed as a limitation of some sorts i.e., the validity of the case studies 

examined. It may be reasoned that the comparison between the two situations is not convincing 

because of the differences in the execution of the abuses: indeed, in China the policies targeting 

Muslim minorities are imposed by the central government in Beijing and carried out by local officials, 

while in India the abuses are committed by the police and average citizens in a less systematic and 

more chaotic fashion. However, one element, namely the intention to perpetrate the abuses, is 

common to both situations: in India, this intention is justified by arguments involving a religious 

component (the aspiration of Hindu extremists to build a Hindu country), while in China they involve 

an ethnic component (the aspiration to build a strong and unified Han country). Attention needs to be 

drawn to the fact that both these aspirations are endorsed and, if not explicitly promoted, then at least 

not disputed, by the highest government representatives of both countries, which gives additional 

legitimacy and strength to the aspirations themselves. Finally, the validity of this case study finds 

further confirmation in one of the articles analysed, which claims that ³human rights experts say it is 

troubling that the United States talks so strongly about human rights abuses in China, but is willing 

WR�HQJDJH�LQ�GHHSHU�GLSORPDWLF�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�WLHV�ZLWK�,QGLD�ZKHUH�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQV�DUH�RFFXUULQJ´287. 

Returning to more strictly methodology-related matters²always in the interest of increasing 

the accuracy of the results obtained, future research could broaden the analysis sample also by 

examining news coverage over a much longer period or by studying specific time periods over the 

years. To decide which periods to inspect, it could be useful to first look at the general trend, as was 

done in Figure 4 in the previous chapter. Furthermore, the examination could be expanded to more 

than one mainstream publication and include other US media outlets such as the Washington Post, 

the Wall Street Journal, or USA Today, which are all among the most read newspapers in the 

country²this would allow to identify with greater precision the degrees of subservience of each 

publication to government framings of the issue at hand. To make matters even more interesting, 

future studies could also focus on mainstream right-leaning publications in the sample: this would 

allow to gain a more wide-ranging understanding of how news outlets in the US function in relation 

to the propaganda model. Finally, in connection to the methodology adopted in this work, a second 

coder could be asked to code for a randomly selected sample to ensure the reliability of the data 

 
 
287 Pranshu Verma��³In Wake of Recent India-China Conflict, U.S. Sees Opportunity´��The New York Times, October 3, 
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/world/asia/india-china-trump.html?searchResultPosition=103. 
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collected. Statistical tools such as t-tests and regression analyses could be used to mathematically 

verify the overall differences and trends in the presentation of content and to highlight trends and 

associations between variables across different coding categories.  

 

6.3. Concluding Remarks 

The concluding part of this study will offer concise answers to the two research questions posed in 

the introduction²each question is considered individually:  

 

RQ1: Is the 1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV¶ coverage of abuses against Muslim minorities in Xinjiang biased 

in comparison to the coverage of similar abuses committed in another country e.g., India? 

 

The research conducted here showed H[DFWO\�LQ�ZKLFK�UHVSHFWV�WKH�1<7¶V�FRYHUDJH�RI�the abuses in 

China differed from that of the abuses in India: disparities in intensity, sourcing, emphasis on human 

rights and sanctions, and framing have been well recorded in the discussion above. Overall, it can be 

safely argued that the coverage of human rights violations against the Muslim community in China 

is rather biased. If the US administration was truly concerned for the state of Muslim minorities in 

the world, the coverage of the situation in India would be at least slightly more indignant, with a few 

PHQWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³UHSUHVVLRQ´�DQG�D�KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�RIILFLDO�VRXUFHV i.e., the indicator of the 

degree to which government narratives on specific issues are being echoed (and, to some extent, 

endorsed). Therefore, it can be inferred that the US is in fact instrumentalizing the human rights 

narrative to legitimize its increasingly hostile attitude towards China. This insight is further confirmed 

by a sentence contained in one of the articles analysed²the topic of discussion was the Trump 

DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V last-minute GHFLVLRQ�WR�GHFODUH�WKDW�&KLQD�LV�FRPPLWWLQJ�JHQRFLGH��DQG�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�

comment was that ³the decision to push through significant foreign policy measures so quickly ± and 

during a time of turmoil in Washington ± risks politicizing the issues and undermining their ability to 

JDLQ�JOREDO�WUDFWLRQ´288. 

 

 
 
288 Amy Qin��³7UXPS¶V�/DVW-0LQXWH�0RYHV�$JDLQVW�&KLQD�&RPSOLFDWH�%LGHQ¶V�$JHQGD´��The New York Times, January 
20, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/20/world/asia/trump-china-biden.html?searchResultPosition=9. 
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RQ2: If so, can this biased narrative be defined as propaganda and be understood as arising 

from a larger situation i.e., the ongoing strategic competition between the US and China? 

 

The concept of propaganda was defined in Chapter 4: IROORZLQJ�:HOFK¶V�GHILQLWLRQ, propaganda can 

be described as ³the deliberate attempt to influence the opinions of an audience through the 

transmission of ideas and values to serve the interest of the propagandists and their political masters, 

HLWKHU�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\´289 and it is mainly employed when foreign policy issues are at stake. As 

established above, ruling out the genuine interest of the US government for human rights violations 

in China allowes to argue with a good degree of certainty that such narrative is being exploited for 

ulterior motives, which can only be political or economic in nature. Therefore, the bias registered in 

the coverage of the two situations at hand possesses all the characteristics that define propaganda. 

This does not mean that the repression of Muslim minorities should not be condemned: it just means 

that it should not be instrumentalised, and similar situations should be equally emphasised and not 

marginalised for the sake of geopolitical competition. 

 

  

 
 
289 'DYLG� :HOFK�� ³3URSDJDQGD�� $Q� +LVWRULFDO� 3HUVSHFWLYH´�� DFFHVVHG� 0DUFK� ���� ������
https://www.socialismonfilm.amdigital.co.uk/Explore/Essays/Welch.  
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Making Connections: 56 Teenagers 
Suggest Creative Ways to Link School 
Curriculum to the World of 2020 

The Learning Network 13/03/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/13/learning/making-connections-
56-teenagers-suggest-creative-ways-to-link-school-curriculum-to-the-
world-of-2020.html?searchResultPosition=23  

Virus Guidelines, Market Collapse, 
Primaries: Your Monday Evening 
Briefing 

Victoria 
Shannon and Hiroko 
Masuike 

16/03/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/briefing/virus-guidelines-
market-collapse-primaries.html?searchResultPosition=24  

The Terrorist Who Got Away Yudhijit Bhattacharjee 19/03/20 
Feature 
article  

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/magazine/masood-azhar-
jaish.html?searchResultPosition=25  

Spit On, Yelled At, Attacked: Chinese-
Americans Fear for Their Safety 

Sabrina 
Tavernise and Richard A. 
Oppel Jr. 

23/03/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/us/chinese-coronavirus-racist-
attacks.html?searchResultPosition=26  

How Asian-American Leaders Are 
Grappling With Xenophobia Amid 
Coronavirus 

Matt Stevens 29/03/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/politics/coronavirus-asian-
americans.html?searchResultPosition=27  

Of the Virus and God, Orange Peels and 
the Party 

Yangyang Cheng 03/04/20 
Feature 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/03/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-
china-US.html?searchResultPosition=28  

Trump Again Promotes Use of Unproven 
Anti-Malaria Drug; Deaths in Country 
May Be Undercounted 

Various authors 05/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/05/world/coronavirus-live-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=29  

White House Adviser Warned of Risks of 
Pandemic; Trump Misleads on Testing 

Various authors 06/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-live-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=30  

Trump Attacks W.H.O. and Ousts 
Watchdog for Pandemic Fund 

Various authors 07/04/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/world/coronavirus-updates-
news-live.html?searchResultPosition=31 

Coronavirus Caseload Tops 1.6 Million, 
as Countries Greet Easter Weekend with 
Lockdowns 

Various authors 10/04/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/10/world/coronavirus-world-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=32  

Britain Surpasses 10,000 Coronavirus 
Deaths as Boris Johnson Leaves Hospital; 
3RSH�6SHDNV�RI�µ&RQWDJLRQ�RI�+RSH¶ 

Various authors 12/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/world/coronavirus-
news.html?searchResultPosition=33  

The Foreign Correspondents Explaining 
America to the World 

Jane Perlez 13/04/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/13/t-magazine/foreign-
correspondents.html?searchResultPosition=34  

W.H.O. Failed to Tell Syrian Kurds of 
Their First Coronavirus Death 

Various authors 17/04/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/world/coronavirus-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=35  
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Germany Starts Broad Antibody Testing 
to Assess Spread of Coronavirus; Israel 
Relaxes Restrictions 

Various authors 18/04/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/18/world/coronavirus-cases-
tracker.html?searchResultPosition=36  

In Ecuador, Coronavirus Deaths Go 
Uncounted 

Various authors 23/04/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/23/world/coronavirus-
news.html?searchResultPosition=37  

µ7KLV�*RYHUQPHQW�,V�/XFN\¶��&RURQDYLUXV�
Quiets Global Protest Movements 

Vivian Wang, Maria Abi-
Habib and Vivian Yee 23/04/20 

News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/23/world/asia/coronavirus-protest-
hong-kong-india-lebanon.html?searchResultPosition=38  

(�8�� :DWHUV� 'RZQ� 5HSRUW� RQ� &KLQD¶V�
Coronavirus Propaganda 

Various authors 24/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/24/world/coronavirus-world-
tracker.html?searchResultPosition=39  

Global Virus Death Toll Crosses 200,000; 
Italy to Ease Restrictions in May 

Various authors 26/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/26/world/coronavirus-
news.html?searchResultPosition=40  

Scientists Race For a Coronavirus Vaccine Various authors 27/04/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/27/world/coronavirus-world-
pandemic.html?searchResultPosition=41  

Sister Fights to Free Uighur Businessman 
Held in China After U.S. Trip 

Edward Wong 09/05/20 "Politics" 1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/china-uighurs-
arrest.html?searchResultPosition=42 

Xi Jinping Uses Pandemic to Strengthen 
His Rule in China 

Various authors 20/05/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/world/coronavirus-world-
tracker.html?searchResultPosition=43 

Reported Coronavirus Cases Top 5 
Million Worldwide 

Various authors 21/05/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/21/world/coronavirus-world-news-
live.html?searchResultPosition=44 

Trump Bans Travel From Brazil, Citing 
Pandemic 

Various authors 24/05/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/24/world/coronavirus-news-
update.html?searchResultPosition=45 

House Passes Uighur Human Rights Bill, 
Prodding Trump to Punish China 

Catie Edmondson 27/05/20 "Politics" 1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/27/us/politics/house-uighurs-
china-sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=46 

Global Anger Grows Over George Floyd 
Death, and Becomes an Anti-Trump 
Cudgel 

Javier C. 
Hernández and Benjamin 
Mueller 

01/06/20 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/world/asia/george-floyd-
protest-global.html?searchResultPosition=47  

Minneapolis, Tiananmen Vigil, Israel: 
Your Tuesday Briefing 

Melina Delkic and Carole 
Landry 

01/06/20 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/briefing/minneapolis-protests-
tiananmen-hong-kong.html?searchResultPosition=48  

China Shuts Vast Beijing Market as It 
Hunts Coronavirus Cluster Various authors 12/06/20 

COVID-19 
Updates 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/world/coronavirus-us-usa-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=49  
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China Is Collecting DNA From Tens of 
Millions of Men and Boys, Using U.S. 
Equipment 

Sui-Lee Wee 17/06/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/world/asia/China-DNA-
surveillance.html?searchResultPosition=50 

Runners-Up From Our 7th Annual Student 
Editorial Contest 

The Learning Network 17/06/20 Unclear 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/learning/runners-up-from-our-
7th-annual-student-editorial-contest.html?searchResultPosition=51  

Chinese Surveillance, Bolton Book, North 
Korea: Your Thursday Briefing Melina Delkic 17/06/20 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/briefing/chinese-surveillance-
bolton-book.html?searchResultPosition=52  

The Accusations in John BoltRQ¶V� %RRN�
About Trump 

Various NYT readers 18/06/20 
Letters to 
the editor  

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/opinion/letters/bolton-book-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=53  

The Biggest Obstacle to China Policy: 
President Trump 

Edward 
Wong and Michael 
Crowley 

18/06/20 
News 
analysis 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/us/politics/trump-china-
bolton.html?searchResultPosition=54 

&KLQD¶V� 0DQ� LQ� :DVKLQJWRQ�� 1DPHG�
Trump 

Nicholas Kristof 20/06/20 Opinion   1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/20/opinion/sunday/trump-china-
john-bolton-book.html?searchResultPosition=55 

Trump Says He Avoided Punishing China 
Over Uighur Camps to Protect Trade 
Talks 

Michael Crowley 21/06/20 "Politics" 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/21/us/politics/trump-uighurs-
china-trade.html?searchResultPosition=56 

7KH�5LVN�RI�µ2YHUQLJKW�5XLQ¶ Unclear 22/06/20 
Dealbook 
Newsletter 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/business/dealbook/clayton-sec-
berman.html?searchResultPosition=57  

Hajj, Novak Djokovic, Europe Travel: 
Your Wednesday Briefing 

Melina Delkic 23/06/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/briefing/hajj-saudi-arabia-
fauci-djokovic.html?searchResultPosition=58  

China and America Are Heading Toward 
Divorce 

Thomas L. Friedman 23/06/20 Opinion   1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/opinion/china-united-states-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=59 

Europe Travel Ban, Hajj, Burkina Faso: 
Your Wednesday Briefing Isabella Kwai 24/06/20 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/24/briefing/europe-travel-hajj-
burkina-faso.html?searchResultPosition=60  

Why the Coronavirus Is Winning David Leonhardt 24/06/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/24/briefing/kentucky-primary-
rayshard-brooks-major-league-baseball-your-wednesday-
briefing.html?searchResultPosition=61  

Bogus Ideas Have Superspreaders, Too Shira Ovide 01/07/20 
News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/technology/social-media-
superspreaders.html?searchResultPosition=62  

President Trump Has Tools to Pressure 
China. Will He Use Them? 

The Editorial Board 01/07/20 Editorial 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/opinion/china-hong-kong-
uighur-trump.html?searchResultPosition=63 
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Senate Sends Trump a Bill to Punish 
Chinese Officials Over Hong Kong Catie Edmondson 02/07/20 "Politics" 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/02/us/politics/senate-china-hong-
kong-sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=64 

)DFHERRN�� ,VUDHO¶V� RXWEreak, Uighurs: 
Your Tuesday Briefing 

Melina Delkic 06/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/briefing/facebook-hong-kong-
uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=65  

U.K. Sanctions, Facebook, Jair Bolsonaro: 
Your Tuesday Briefing 

Isabella Kwai 07/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/07/briefing/uk-sanctions-
facebook-jair-bolsonaro.html?searchResultPosition=66  

Over 100 Lesson Plans Based on New 
York Times Articles 

The Learning Network 08/07/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/learning/lesson-plans/over-100-
lesson-plans-based-on-new-york-times-
articles.html?searchResultPosition=67  

U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Chinese 
Officials Over Mass Detention of Muslims 

Pranshu 
Verma and Edward Wong 

09/07/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/09/world/asia/trump-china-
sanctions-uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=68 

China Imposes Tit-for-Tat Sanctions on 
Three American Lawmakers 

Keith Bradsher 13/07/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/13/world/asia/china-sanctions-
rubio-cruz.html?searchResultPosition=69 

Hong Kong Restrictions, Seoul Mayor, 
Christchurch Shooter: Your Tuesday 
Briefing 

Melina Delkic 13/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/13/briefing/hong-kong-virus-
seoul-mayor-accusations.html?searchResultPosition=70  

U.S. Weighs Sweeping Travel Ban on 
Chinese Communist Party Members 

Paul Mozur and Edward 
Wong 

15/07/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/15/us/politics/china-travel-
ban.html?searchResultPosition=71 

European Union Fund, Bulgaria Protests, 
Mars Mission: Your Monday Briefing Isabella Kwai 20/07/20 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/20/briefing/european-union-
bulgaria-protests-mars-mission.html?searchResultPosition=72  

Top Democrats Send Letter on Possible 
Foreign Meddling in November Election 

Various authors 20/07/20 
Elections 
updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/20/us/elections/biden-vs-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=73  

U.S. Imposes Sanctions on 11 Chinese 
Companies Over Human Rights 

Ana Swanson 20/07/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/20/business/economy/china-
sanctions-uighurs-labor.html?searchResultPosition=74 

Banned Chinese Companies Deny 
Allegations They Abused Uighurs 

Ana Swanson 21/07/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/business/china-us-trade-
banned.html?searchResultPosition=75 

How the Cold War Between China and 
U.S. Is Intensifying 

Rick Gladstone 22/07/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/us-china-cold-
war.html?searchResultPosition=76 

Coalition Brings Pressure to End Forced 
Uighur Labor 

Elizabeth 
Paton and Austin Ramzy 23/07/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/23/fashion/uighur-forced-labor-
cotton-fashion.html?searchResultPosition=77 

China Is Harvesting the DNA of Its 
People. Is This the Future of Policing? 

Emile Dirks and James 
Leibold 

24/07/20 OP-ED 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/opinion/china-dna-
police.html?searchResultPosition=78 
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Once a Source of U.S.-China Tension, 
Trade Emerges as an Area of Calm 

Ana Swanson and Keith 
Bradsher 25/07/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/business/economy/us-china-
trade-diplomacy.html?searchResultPosition=79 

Migrant Workers, Poland, TikTok: Your 
Tuesday Briefing 

Isabella Kwai 28/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/briefing/migrant-workers-
poland-tiktok.html?searchResultPosition=80  

What Would a Cold War With China Look 
Like? 

Spencer Bokat-Lindell 28/07/20 Opinion   1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/opinion/trump-
china.html?searchResultPosition=81 

5HSRUW�� 1�%�$�¶V� $FDGHPLHV� LQ� &KLQD�
Abused Athletes 

Sopan Deb 29/07/20 Report? 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/sports/basketball/nba-china-
abuse.html?searchResultPosition=82 

U.S. Adds Sanctions Over Internment of 
Muslims in China 

Ana Swanson and Edward 
Wong 

31/07/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/us/politics/sanctions-china-
xinjiang-uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=83 

Trump Administration Penalizes Hong 
Kong Officials for Crackdown on 
Protesters 

Pranshu 
Verma and Edward Wong 

07/08/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/07/world/asia/trump-china-hong-
kong-sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=84 

Hong Kong Officials Condemn and Mock 
Trump Administration Sanctions 

Paul Mozur 08/08/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/08/world/asia/hong-kong-
sanctions-united-states.html?searchResultPosition=85 

U.S. Suspends Bilateral Agreements With 
Hong Kong, Escalating Tensions With 
China 

Pranshu Verma 19/08/20 
News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/politics/trump-china-hong-
kong.html?searchResultPosition=86 

California vs. Ride-share Companies Sanam Yar and Ian Prasad 
Philbrick 

20/08/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/kamala-harris-
california-aleksei-navalny-your-thursday-
briefing.html?searchResultPosition=87  

Your Friday Briefing Melina Delkic 20/08/20 Briefing  0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/south-korea-outbreak-
china-crackdown-navalny.html?searchResultPosition=88  

Republicans Renominate Trump in a Roll 
Call Infused With Fear-Mongering Annie Karni 24/08/20 

News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/us/politics/rnc-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=89  

C.D.C. Changes Testing Guidance to 
Exclude People Without Covid-19 
Symptoms, Worrying Experts 

Various authors 25/08/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/covid-19-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=90  

China Locks Down Xinjiang to Fight 
Covid-19, Angering Residents Javier C. Hernández 25/08/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/asia/china-xinjiang-
covid.html?searchResultPosition=91 

Pompeo Delivers R.N.C. Speech From 
Israel, With Eye Toward 2024 

Lara Jakes 25/08/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/us/politics/pompeo-trump-
jerusalem-republican-convention.html?searchResultPosition=92  

109:57482

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/business/economy/us-china-trade-diplomacy.html?searchResultPosition=79
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/business/economy/us-china-trade-diplomacy.html?searchResultPosition=79
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/briefing/migrant-workers-poland-tiktok.html?searchResultPosition=80
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/briefing/migrant-workers-poland-tiktok.html?searchResultPosition=80
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/opinion/trump-china.html?searchResultPosition=81
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/opinion/trump-china.html?searchResultPosition=81
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/sports/basketball/nba-china-abuse.html?searchResultPosition=82
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/sports/basketball/nba-china-abuse.html?searchResultPosition=82
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/us/politics/sanctions-china-xinjiang-uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=83
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/us/politics/sanctions-china-xinjiang-uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=83
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/07/world/asia/trump-china-hong-kong-sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=84
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/07/world/asia/trump-china-hong-kong-sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=84
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/08/world/asia/hong-kong-sanctions-united-states.html?searchResultPosition=85
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/08/world/asia/hong-kong-sanctions-united-states.html?searchResultPosition=85
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/politics/trump-china-hong-kong.html?searchResultPosition=86
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/politics/trump-china-hong-kong.html?searchResultPosition=86
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/kamala-harris-california-aleksei-navalny-your-thursday-briefing.html?searchResultPosition=87
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/kamala-harris-california-aleksei-navalny-your-thursday-briefing.html?searchResultPosition=87
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/kamala-harris-california-aleksei-navalny-your-thursday-briefing.html?searchResultPosition=87
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/south-korea-outbreak-china-crackdown-navalny.html?searchResultPosition=88
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/south-korea-outbreak-china-crackdown-navalny.html?searchResultPosition=88
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/us/politics/rnc-trump.html?searchResultPosition=89
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/us/politics/rnc-trump.html?searchResultPosition=89
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/covid-19-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=90
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/covid-19-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=90
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/asia/china-xinjiang-covid.html?searchResultPosition=91
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/world/asia/china-xinjiang-covid.html?searchResultPosition=91
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/us/politics/pompeo-trump-jerusalem-republican-convention.html?searchResultPosition=92
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/us/politics/pompeo-trump-jerusalem-republican-convention.html?searchResultPosition=92


 110 

Your Wednesday Briefing Melina Delkic 25/08/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/briefing/xinjiang-lockdown-
alibaba-ant-group.html?searchResultPosition=93  

U.S. Penalizes 24 Chinese Companies 
Over Role in South China Sea 

Ana Swanson 26/08/20 News 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/26/business/economy/trump-
sanctions-south-china-sea.html?searchResultPosition=94 

Parties and Covid-19 Outbreaks Threaten 
University Reopenings in the U.S. 

Various authors 07/09/20 
COVID-19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/07/world/covid-19-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=95  

U.S. May Ban Cotton From Xinjiang 
Region of China Over Rights Concerns 

Ana Swanson 07/09/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/07/business/economy/us-china-
xinjiang-cotton-ban.html?searchResultPosition=96 

Why Calls to Boycott µ0XODQ¶� 2YHU�
Concerns About China Are Growing 

Amy Qin and Edward 
Wong 

08/09/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/world/asia/china-mulan-
xinjiang.html?searchResultPosition=97 

Disney Wanted to Make a Splash in China 
:LWK�µ0XODQ�¶�,W�6WXPEOHG�,QVWHDG� 

Brooks Barnes and Amy 
Qin 12/09/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/12/business/media/disney-mulan-
china.html?searchResultPosition=98 

U.S. Restricts Chinese Apparel and Tech 
Products, Citing Forced Labor 

Ana Swanson 14/09/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/14/business/economy/us-china-
forced-labor-imports.html?searchResultPosition=99 

Senate Democrats Present $350 Billion 
Strategy to Counter China 

Catie Edmondson 17/09/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/17/us/politics/democrats-china-
strategy.html?searchResultPosition=100 

Under 10 Percent of Americans Have 
Covid-19 Antibodies, Study Finds 

Various authors 25/09/20 COVID-19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/world/covid-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=101  

Rebuffed by Vatican, Pompeo Assails 
&KLQD�DQG�$OLJQV�:LWK�3RSH¶V�&ULWLFV 

Jason Horowitz and Lara 
Jakes 30/09/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/world/europe/pompeo-pope-
francis-china.html?searchResultPosition=102 

In Wake of Recent India-China Conflict, 
U.S. Sees Opportunity 

Pranshu Verma 03/10/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/world/asia/india-china-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=103 

Your Monday Briefing Carole Landry 04/10/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/04/briefing/trump-coronavirus-
india-us-china-kenzo.html?searchResultPosition=104  

µ:H�:HUH�%XOOHWSURRI¶��$V�&KLOG�6ROGLHUV�
Grow Up, Legacy of War Lingers 

Hannah Beech 12/10/20 
Feature 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/12/world/asia/myanmar-thailand-
gods-army-htoo-twins.html?searchResultPosition=105  

The 25 Most Influential Works of 
American Protest Art Since World War II 

Thessaly La Force, Zoë 
Lescaze, Nancy 
Hass and M.H. Miller 

15/10/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/t-magazine/most-influential-
protest-art.html?searchResultPosition=106  

Your Monday Briefing Carole Landry 25/10/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/25/briefing/china-virus-hongkong-
southkorea-us-election.html?searchResultPosition=107 
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:KR�:LOO�)LOO�%LGHQ¶V�&DELQHW" The New York Times 11/11/20 "Politics" 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/11/us/politics/biden-
cabinet.html?searchResultPosition=108  

How Steve Bannon and a Chinese 
Billionaire Created a Right-Wing 
Coronavirus Media Sensation 

Amy Qin, Vivian 
Wang and Danny Hakim 20/11/20 Unclear 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/20/business/media/steve-bannon-
china.html?searchResultPosition=109  

&KLQD¶V�6XUYHLOODQFH�6WDWH�6XFNV�8S�'DWD��
U.S. Tech Is Key to Sorting It. Paul Mozur and Don Clark 22/11/20 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/22/technology/china-intel-nvidia-
xinjiang.html?searchResultPosition=110 

3RSH� &DOOV� 8LJKXUV� µ3HUVHFXWHG�¶�
Prompting Pushback From China 

Gaia Pianigiani 24/11/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/24/world/europe/pope-francis-
uighurs-persecuted.html?searchResultPosition=111 

The Best Books to Give This Year Various authors 25/11/20 
Book 
reviews 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/11/25/books/gifts-for-
book-lovers.html?searchResultPosition=112  

Maradona, Covid-19, Macron: Your 
Thursday Briefing 

Natasha Frost 25/11/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/briefing/thanksgiving-covid-
macron-islam-maradona.html?searchResultPosition=113  

Nike and Coca-Cola Lobby Against 
Xinjiang Forced Labor Bill 

Ana Swanson 29/11/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/29/business/economy/nike-coca-
cola-xinjiang-forced-labor-bill.html?searchResultPosition=114 

Australia Condemns Lurid Tweet by 
&KLQHVH�2IILFLDO�DV�µ'LVJXVWLQJ�6OXU¶ 

Livia Albeck-
Ripka and Austin Ramzy 

30/11/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/world/australia/china-tweet-
soldier.html?searchResultPosition=115 

Your Friday Briefing Victoria Shannon 03/12/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/briefing/vaccine-us-britain-
hongkong-china.html?searchResultPosition=116  

Justice Dept. Suit Says Facebook 
Discriminates Against U.S. Workers 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/19/magazine/viktor-orban-rod-dreher.html?searchResultPosition=74
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/19/magazine/viktor-orban-rod-dreher.html?searchResultPosition=74
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/29/us/politics/immigration-green-cards-visas.html?searchResultPosition=75
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/03/briefing/coal-deal-afghanistan-taliban.html?searchResultPosition=77
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/06/world/asia/india-region-muslim-hindu-strife.html?searchResultPosition=78
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/06/world/asia/india-region-muslim-hindu-strife.html?searchResultPosition=78
https://www.nytimes.com/article/us-china-tensions-explained.html?searchResultPosition=79
https://www.nytimes.com/article/us-china-tensions-explained.html?searchResultPosition=79
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/19/sports/olympics/where-is-peng-shuai-ioc.html?searchResultPosition=80
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/19/sports/olympics/where-is-peng-shuai-ioc.html?searchResultPosition=80
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/26/sports/olympics/olympics-china-peng-shuai.html?searchResultPosition=81
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/02/business/facebook-twitter-china-propaganda.html?searchResultPosition=82
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/02/business/facebook-twitter-china-propaganda.html?searchResultPosition=82
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/us/politics/phone-hack-nso-group-israel-uganda.html?searchResultPosition=83
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/us/politics/phone-hack-nso-group-israel-uganda.html?searchResultPosition=83
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/us/politics/olympics-boycott-us.html?searchResultPosition=84
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/us/politics/olympics-boycott-us.html?searchResultPosition=84
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Your Tuesday Briefing Matthew Cullen 06/12/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/briefing/myanmar-biden-
olympics-diplomatic-boycott.html?searchResultPosition=85  

How Many Countries Will Follow the 
8�6��2IILFLDO�6QXE�RI�%HLMLQJ¶V�2O\PSLFV" 

Steven Lee 
Myers and Steven 
Erlanger 

07/12/21 
News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/07/world/asia/us-boycott-beijing-
olympics-reaction.html?searchResultPosition=86  

Beijing Silenced Peng Shuai in 20 
Minutes, Then Spent Weeks on Damage 
Control 

Paul Mozur, Muyi 
Xiao, Jeff Kao and Gray 
Beltran 

08/12/21 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/08/world/asia/peng-
shuai-china-censorship.html?searchResultPosition=87  

8�.��:RQ¶W�6HQG�7RS�2IILFLDOV�WR�%HLMLQJ�
Winter Olympics 

Megan Specia 08/12/21 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/08/world/europe/uk-china-
olympics-diplomatic-boycott.html?searchResultPosition=88  

Your Thursda\�%ULHILQJ��3IL]HU¶V�%RRVWHU�
and Omicron. Melina Delkic 08/12/21 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/08/briefing/omicron-pfizer-
booster-scholz-germany-olympics.html?searchResultPosition=89  

House Votes to Impose Forced Labor Ban 
on Goods Made in Xinjiang 

Catie Edmondson 08/12/21 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/08/us/politics/china-xinjiang-
labor-ban-uyghurs.html?searchResultPosition=90  

The Diplomatic Boycott of the Beijing 
Winter Olympics, Explained 

Victor Mather 09/12/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/article/diplomatic-boycott-
olympics.html?searchResultPosition=91  

U.S. and Others Pledge Export Controls 
Tied to Human Rights 

Ana Swanson 10/12/21 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/10/business/economy/human-
rights-export-controls.html?searchResultPosition=92  

How Beijing Influences the Influencers 

Paul Mozur, Raymond 
Zhong, Aaron 
Krolik, Aliza 
Aufrichtig and Nailah 
Morgan 

13/12/21 Unclear 1 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/technology/china-
propaganda-youtube-influencers.html?searchResultPosition=93 

Its Human Rights Record in Question, 
China Turns to an Old Friend Li Yuan 14/12/21 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/14/business/china-olympics-peng-
shuai-samaranch.html?searchResultPosition=94  

The Year in Pictures 2021 Meaghan Looram 15/12/21 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/year-in-
pictures.html?searchResultPosition=95  

The Harvard Job Offer No One at Harvard 
Ever Heard Of 

Jeffrey Gettleman, Kate 
Conger and Suhasini Raj 

16/12/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/technology/harvard-job-scam-
india.html?searchResultPosition=96  

Congress Passes Ban on Goods From 
&KLQD¶V� ;LQMLDQJ� 5HJLRQ� 2YHU� )RUFHG�
Labor Concerns 

Catie Edmondson 16/12/21 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/us/politics/congress-uyghur-
forced-labor.html?searchResultPosition=97  
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U.S. Cracks Down on Firms Said to Aid 
&KLQD¶V�5HSUHVVLRQ�RI�0LQRULWLHV Julian E. Barnes 16/12/21 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/us/politics/us-china-biotech-
muslim-minorities.html?searchResultPosition=98  

U.S. Olympic Leader Calls On China to 
,QYHVWLJDWH�6WDU¶V�$OOHJDWLRQV 

Matthew 
Futterman and Andrew 
Keh 

17/12/21 
News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/17/sports/olympics/usoc-peng-
shuai-china.html?searchResultPosition=99  

The Year in 41 Debates Various authors 21/12/21 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/21/opinion/2021-
essays-opinion.html?searchResultPosition=100  

U.S. Effort to Combat Forced Labor 
Targets Corporate China Ties 

Ana Swanson, Catie 
Edmondson and Edward 
Wong 

23/12/21 
News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/23/us/politics/china-uyghurs-
forced-labor.html?searchResultPosition=101  

Overall number of relevant articles 76 
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ANNEX II 

Complete List of Articles: India 

 

Title Author(s) 
Date 
(DD/MM/YY) 

Type of 
article 

Relevant* Link 

Australia Fires, Oyo, Martin Scorsese: Your 
Friday Briefing 

Melina Delkic 02/01/20 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/briefing/australia-fires-oyo-
martin-scorsese.html?searchResultPosition=1  

As India Violence Gets Worse, Police Are 
Accused of Abusing Muslims 

Kai 
Schultz and Sameer 
Yasir 

02/01/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/world/asia/india-protests-police-
muslims.html?searchResultPosition=2 

Quotation of the Day: Police Are Accused of 
Abusing Muslims as Demonstrations Sweep 
India 

Unclear 02/01/20 Quotation 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/todayspaper/quotation-of-the-day-
police-are-accused-of-abusing-muslims-as-demonstrations-sweep-
india.html?searchResultPosition=3  

Bernie Sanders Wants to Change Your Mind The Editorial Board 13/01/20 Editorial 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/01/13/opinion/bernie-
sanders-nytimes-interview.html?searchResultPosition=4  

Cory Booker Has More to Say The Editorial Board 13/01/20 Editorial 0 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/01/13/opinion/cory-booker-
nytimes-interview.html?searchResultPosition=5  

Joe Biden Says Age Is Just a Number The Editorial Board 17/01/20 Editorial 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/01/17/opinion/joe-biden-
nytimes-interview.html?searchResultPosition=6  

Her Uighur Parents Were Model Chinese 
&LWL]HQV��,W�'LGQ¶W�0DWWHU� 

Sarah A. Topol 29/01/20 
Feature 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/29/magazine/uyghur-muslims-
china.html?searchResultPosition=7  

Meet the Bird Medics of New Delhi Oliver Whang 07/02/20 
Feature 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/07/science/kites-birds-conservation-
india.html?searchResultPosition=8  

Trump Sees Commitment to Religious 
Freedom in India as Riots Break Out 

Peter Baker, Michael 
Crowley and Jeffrey 
Gettleman 

25/02/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/25/us/politics/trump-
modi.html?searchResultPosition=9 

*0 = No; 1 = Yes.      
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Coronavirus, Democrats, Milwaukee: Your 
Thursday Briefing Chris Stanford 27/02/20 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/27/briefing/coronavirus-democrats-
milwaukee.html?searchResultPosition=10  

,Q�,QGLD��0RGL¶V�3ROLFLHV�+DYH�/LW�D�)XVH 
Jeffrey 
Gettleman and Maria 
Abi-Habib 

01/03/20 
News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/01/world/asia/india-modi-
hindus.html?searchResultPosition=11 

Why Delhi Police Did Nothing to Stop Attacks 
on Muslims Hartosh Singh Bal 03/03/20 Opinion 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/opinion/delhi-
pogrom.html?searchResultPosition=12 

+RZ�'HOKL¶V�3ROLFH�7XUQHG�$JDLQst Muslims 

Jeffrey 
Gettleman, Sameer 
Yasir, Suhasini 
Raj and Hari Kumar 

12/03/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/world/asia/india-police-
muslims.html?searchResultPosition=13 

Making Connections: 56 Teenagers Suggest 
Creative Ways to Link School Curriculum to 
the World of 2020 

The Learning Network 13/03/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/13/learning/making-connections-56-
teenagers-suggest-creative-ways-to-link-school-curriculum-to-the-
world-of-2020.html?searchResultPosition=14  

The Terrorist Who Got Away Yudhijit Bhattacharjee 19/03/20 
Feature 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/magazine/masood-azhar-
jaish.html?searchResultPosition=15 

Under 0RGL�� ,QGLD¶V� 3UHVV� ,V� 1RW� 6R� )UHH�
Anymore 

Vindu Goel and Jeffrey 
Gettleman 

02/04/20 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/world/asia/modi-india-press-
media.html?searchResultPosition=16 

Trump Again Promotes Use of Unproven 
Anti-Malaria Drug; Deaths in Country May Be 
Undercounted 

Various authors 05/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/05/world/coronavirus-live-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=17  

White House Adviser Warned of Risks of 
Pandemic; Trump Misleads on Testing 

Various authors 06/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-live-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=18  

Trump Attacks W.H.O. and Ousts Watchdog 
for Pandemic Fund 

Various authors 07/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/world/coronavirus-updates-news-
live.html?searchResultPosition=19  

Coronavirus Caseload Tops 1.6 Million, as 
Countries Greet Easter Weekend with 
Lockdowns 

Various authors 10/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/10/world/coronavirus-world-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=20  

Britain Surpasses 10,000 Coronavirus Deaths 
as Boris Johnson Leaves Hospital; Pope 
6SHDNV�RI�µ&RQWDJLRQ�RI�+RSH¶ 

Various authors 12/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/world/coronavirus-
news.html?searchResultPosition=21  
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-live-news-updates.html?searchResultPosition=18
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-live-news-updates.html?searchResultPosition=18
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/world/coronavirus-updates-news-live.html?searchResultPosition=19
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The Foreign Correspondents Explaining 
America to the World Jane Perlez 13/04/20 Unclear 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/13/t-magazine/foreign-
correspondents.html?searchResultPosition=22  

W.H.O. Failed to Tell Syrian Kurds of Their 
First Coronavirus Death Various authors 17/04/20 

COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/world/coronavirus-news-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=23  

Germany Starts Broad Antibody Testing to 
Assess Spread of Coronavirus; Israel Relaxes 
Restrictions 

Various authors 18/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/18/world/coronavirus-cases-
tracker.html?searchResultPosition=24  

µ7KLV� *RYHUQPHQW� ,V� /XFN\¶�� &RURQDYLUXV�
Quiets Global Protest Movements 

Vivian Wang, Maria 
Abi-Habib and Vivian 
Yee 

23/04/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/23/world/asia/coronavirus-protest-
hong-kong-india-lebanon.html?searchResultPosition=25 

Global Virus Death Toll Crosses 200,000; 
Italy to Ease Restrictions in May 

Various authors 26/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/26/world/coronavirus-
news.html?searchResultPosition=26  

Kashmir, Under Siege and Lockdown, Faces a 
Mental Health Crisis 

Sameer Yasir 26/04/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/26/world/asia/kasmir-india-mental-
health-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=27 

Scientists Race For a Coronavirus Vaccine Various authors 27/04/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/27/world/coronavirus-world-
pandemic.html?searchResultPosition=28  

Sewer Cleaners Wanted in Pakistan: Only 
Christians Need Apply. 

Zia ur-
Rehman and Maria 
Abi-Habib 

04/05/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/world/asia/pakistan-christians-
sweepers.html?searchResultPosition=29  

Xi Jinping Uses Pandemic to Strengthen His 
Rule in China 

Various authors 20/05/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/world/coronavirus-world-
tracker.html?searchResultPosition=30  

Reported Coronavirus Cases Top 5 Million 
Worldwide Various authors 21/05/20 

COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/21/world/coronavirus-world-news-
live.html?searchResultPosition=31  

Minneapolis, Tiananmen Vigil, Israel: Your 
Tuesday Briefing 

Melina 
Delkic and Carole 
Landry 

01/06/20 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/briefing/minneapolis-protests-
tiananmen-hong-kong.html?searchResultPosition=32  
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China Shuts Vast Beijing Market as It Hunts 
Coronavirus Cluster 

Various authors 12/06/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/world/coronavirus-us-usa-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=33  

Chinese Surveillance, Bolton Book, North 
Korea: Your Thursday Briefing 

Melina Delkic 17/06/20 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/briefing/chinese-surveillance-
bolton-book.html?searchResultPosition=34  

University of Michigan to Drop Out as 
Presidential Debate Host Various authors 22/06/20 Unclear 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/world/coronavirus-
updates.html?searchResultPosition=35  

China and America Are Heading Toward 
Divorce 

Thomas L. Friedman 23/06/20 Opinion   0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/opinion/china-united-states-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=36  

)DFHERRN�� ,VUDHO¶s outbreak, Uighurs: Your 
Tuesday Briefing 

Melina Delkic 06/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/briefing/facebook-hong-kong-
uighurs.html?searchResultPosition=37  

U.K. Sanctions, Facebook, Jair Bolsonaro: 
Your Tuesday Briefing 

Isabella Kwai 07/07/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/07/briefing/uk-sanctions-facebook-
jair-bolsonaro.html?searchResultPosition=38  

Over 100 Lesson Plans Based on New York 
Times Articles 

The Learning Network 08/07/20 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/learning/lesson-plans/over-100-
lesson-plans-based-on-new-york-times-
articles.html?searchResultPosition=39  

Egyptian Dissident Battles Extradition in 
Spanish Court 

Raphael 
Minder and Declan 
Walsh 

14/07/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/world/middleeast/egypt-dissident-
extradition-spain.html?searchResultPosition=40  

India Rounds Up Critics Under Shadow of 
Virus Crisis, Activists Say 

Sameer Yasir and Kai 
Schultz 

19/07/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/world/asia/india-activists-arrests-
riots-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=41 

China Is Harvesting the DNA of Its People. Is 
This the Future of Policing? 

Emile Dirks and James 
Leibold 

24/07/20 OP-ED 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/opinion/china-dna-
police.html?searchResultPosition=42  

Once a Source of U.S.-China Tension, Trade 
Emerges as an Area of Calm 

Ana 
Swanson and Keith 
Bradsher 

25/07/20 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/business/economy/us-china-trade-
diplomacy.html?searchResultPosition=43  

What Would a Cold War With China Look 
Like? 

Spencer Bokat-Lindell 28/07/20 Opinion   0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/opinion/trump-
china.html?searchResultPosition=44  

5HSRUW��1�%�$�¶V�$FDGHPLHV�LQ�&KLQD Abused 
Athletes Sopan Deb 29/07/20 Report? 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/sports/basketball/nba-china-
abuse.html?searchResultPosition=45  

A Friendship, a Pandemic and a Death Beside 
the Highway 

Basharat Peer 31/07/20 Opinion 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/opinion/sunday/India-migration-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=46  
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Poor and Desperate, Pakistani Hindus Accept 
Islam to Get By 

Maria Abi-
Habib and Zia ur-
Rehman 

04/08/20 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/world/asia/pakistan-hindu-
conversion.html?searchResultPosition=47  

Hundreds of Police Killings in India, but No 
Mass Protests 

Jeffrey 
Gettleman and Sameer 
Yasir 

20/08/20 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/world/asia/india-police-
brutality.html?searchResultPosition=48 

California vs. Ride-share Companies 
Sanam Yar and Ian 
Prasad Philbrick 

20/08/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/kamala-harris-california-
aleksei-navalny-your-thursday-briefing.html?searchResultPosition=49  

Your Friday Briefing Melina Delkic 20/08/20 Briefing  0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/briefing/south-korea-outbreak-
china-crackdown-navalny.html?searchResultPosition=50  

U.S. Penalizes 24 Chinese Companies Over 
Role in South China Sea Ana Swanson 26/08/20 News 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/26/business/economy/trump-
sanctions-south-china-sea.html?searchResultPosition=51  

Parties and Covid-19 Outbreaks Threaten 
University Reopenings in the U.S. Various authors 07/09/20 

COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/07/world/covid-19-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=52  

Facebook Has Been a Disaster for the World Jamelle Bouie 18/09/20 Opinion 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/opinion/facebook-
democracy.html?searchResultPosition=53 

Under 10 Percent of Americans Have Covid-
19 Antibodies, Study Finds 

Various authors 25/09/20 
COVID-
19 
Updates 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/world/covid-
coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=54  

In Wake of Recent India-China Conflict, U.S. 
Sees Opportunity 

Pranshu Verma 03/10/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/world/asia/india-china-
trump.html?searchResultPosition=55 

Your Monday Briefing Carole Landry 04/10/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/04/briefing/trump-coronavirus-india-
us-china-kenzo.html?searchResultPosition=56  

Trump, Coronavirus, Sanda Dia: Your 
Monday Briefing 

Natasha Frost 04/10/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/04/briefing/trump-covid-uk-contact-
tracing.html?searchResultPosition=57  

Your Monday Briefing Carole Landry 25/10/20 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/25/briefing/china-virus-hongkong-
southkorea-us-election.html?searchResultPosition=58  

The Best Books to Give This Year Various authors 25/11/20 
Book 
reviews 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/11/25/books/gifts-for-book-
lovers.html?searchResultPosition=59  

Your Friday Briefing Victoria Shannon 03/12/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/briefing/vaccine-us-britain-
hongkong-china.html?searchResultPosition=60  
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Justice Dept. Suit Says Facebook 
Discriminates Against U.S. Workers 

Cecilia Kang and Mike 
Isaac 03/12/20 

News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/technology/facebook-hiring-
discrimination-suit.html?searchResultPosition=61  

U.S. Takes Tougher Tone With Turkey as 
Trump Exits 

Lara Jakes 09/12/20 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/09/us/politics/us-turkey-trump-
erdogan.html?searchResultPosition=62  

Your Wednesday Briefing Melina Delkic 15/12/20 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/15/briefing/virus-vaccines-icc-
uighurs-korea-couriers.html?searchResultPosition=63  

Globetrotting Tammy Tarng 23/12/20 
Book 
preview 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/books/new-books-
international.html?searchResultPosition=64  

Amazon Web Drama Draws the Wrath of 
,QGLD¶V�+LQGX�1DWLRQDOLVWV 

Jeffrey 
Gettleman and Suhasini 
Raj 

18/01/21 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/18/business/india-amazon-
tandav.html?searchResultPosition=1  

A Capital Under Siege David Leonhardt 20/01/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/20/briefing/inauguration-2021-
trump-pardons-jack-ma.html?searchResultPosition=2  

Facebook Invokes ,WV�µ6XSUHPH�&RXUW¶ Shira Ovide 22/01/21 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/22/technology/facebook-oversight-
board-trump.html?searchResultPosition=3  

:KR¶V�0DNLQJ�$OO�7KRVH�6FDP�&DOOV" Yudhijit Bhattacharjee 27/01/21 
Feature 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/27/magazine/scam-call-
centers.html?searchResultPosition=4  

Your Monday Briefing Natasha Frost 31/01/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/31/briefing/aleksei-navalny-vaccines-
myanmar.html?searchResultPosition=5  

Your Friday Briefing Melina Delkic 11/02/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/11/briefing/vaccines-china-india-
lunar-new-year.html?searchResultPosition=6  

Your Friday Briefing Natasha Frost 11/02/21 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/11/briefing/impeachment-
coronavirus-valentines-day.html?searchResultPosition=7  

Clergy Preach Faith in the Covid Vaccine to 
Doubters Jan Hoffman 14/03/21 

News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/14/health/clergy-covid-
vaccine.html?searchResultPosition=8  

µ,� +DG� WR� 3URYH� 7KDW� ,� ([LVW¶�� 7UDQVJHQGHU�
Anchor Makes History in Bangladesh 

Geneva Abdul 16/03/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/17/world/asia/bangladesh-
transgender-tv-anchor.html?searchResultPosition=9  

For Rohingya Survivors, Art Bears Witness Patricia Leigh Brown 19/03/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/19/arts/design/rohingya-survivors-
art-bangladesh.html?searchResultPosition=10  

Your Friday Briefing Melina Delkic 25/03/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/briefing/astrazeneca-serum-
institute-north-korea.html?searchResultPosition=11  
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/14/health/clergy-covid-vaccine.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/14/health/clergy-covid-vaccine.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/17/world/asia/bangladesh-transgender-tv-anchor.html?searchResultPosition=9
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/17/world/asia/bangladesh-transgender-tv-anchor.html?searchResultPosition=9
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/19/arts/design/rohingya-survivors-art-bangladesh.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/19/arts/design/rohingya-survivors-art-bangladesh.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/briefing/astrazeneca-serum-institute-north-korea.html?searchResultPosition=11
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/briefing/astrazeneca-serum-institute-north-korea.html?searchResultPosition=11


 126 

,QGLD¶V�1HZV�8SVWDUWV�&KDOOHQJHG�0RGL��1HZ�
Rules Could Tame Them. 

Mujib Mashal and Hari 
Kumar 27/03/21 

News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/27/world/asia/india-modi-
media.html?searchResultPosition=12  

$�)LHUFH�(OHFWLRQ�7HVWV�0RGL¶V�&DPSDLJQ�WR�
Remake India 

Mujib Mashal 07/04/21 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/07/world/asia/india-modi-west-
bengal.html?searchResultPosition=13  

Your Tuesday Briefing Melina Delkic 10/05/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/10/briefing/israel-palestinians-india-
virus-lockdown.html?searchResultPosition=14  

Your Tuesday Briefing Natasha Frost 11/05/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/11/briefing/jerusalem-coronavirus-
xinjiang-women.html?searchResultPosition=15  

Your Friday Briefing Natasha Frost 14/05/21 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/14/briefing/israel-gaza-tigray-
masks.html?searchResultPosition=16  

µ$UH�:H�+XPDQ"¶�0RGL¶V�8VH� RI�$QWLWHUURU�
Law Draws Scrutiny From Courts 

Emily 
Schmall and Sameer 
Yasir 

12/10/21 News 
article 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/12/world/asia/modi-india-antiterror-
law.html?searchResultPosition=17  

2 Days After Cricket Victory Over India, 
Pakistan Still Feels the High 

Salman Masood 26/10/21 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/26/world/asia/pakistan-cricket-
victory-india.html?searchResultPosition=18  

'HPRFUDWV¶� 3ODQ� WR� 2YHUKDXO� /HJDO�
Immigration Focuses on Green Card Backlog 

Zolan Kanno-
Youngs and Luke 
Broadwater 

29/10/21 
News 
article 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/29/us/politics/immigration-green-
cards-visas.html?searchResultPosition=19  

Your Thursday Briefing Natasha Frost 03/11/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/03/briefing/coal-deal-afghanistan-
taliban.html?searchResultPosition=20  

In a Region in Strife, ,QGLD¶V� 0RUDO� +LJK�
Ground Erodes 

Mujib Mashal 06/11/21 
News 
article 

1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/06/world/asia/india-region-muslim-
hindu-strife.html?searchResultPosition=21  

The Next Challenge to Vaccinating Africa: 
Overcoming Skepticism 

Lynsey 
Chutel and Max Fisher 

01/12/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/africa/coranavirus-vaccine-
hesitancy-africa.html?searchResultPosition=23  

Your Tuesday Briefing Matthew Cullen 06/12/21 Briefing 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/briefing/myanmar-biden-
olympics-diplomatic-boycott.html?searchResultPosition=24  

<RXU�7KXUVGD\�%ULHILQJ��3IL]HU¶V�%RRVWHU�DQG�
Omicron. 

Melina Delkic 08/12/21 Briefing 0 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/08/briefing/omicron-pfizer-booster-
scholz-germany-olympics.html?searchResultPosition=25  

Taiwan, Trade, Tech and More: A Tense Era 
in U.S.-China Ties 

Raymond 
Zhong and Steven Lee 
Myers 

08/12/21 News 
article 

0 https://www.nytimes.com/article/us-china-tensions-
explained.html?searchResultPosition=22  
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Covid, Kentucky, Gymnasts: Your Monday 
Evening Briefing Victoria Shannon 13/12/21 Briefing 0 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/13/briefing/covid-kentucky-
gymnasts-your-monday-evening-briefing.html?searchResultPosition=26  

The Year In Pictures 2021 Unclear 15/12/21 Unclear 0 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/year-in-
pictures.html?searchResultPosition=27  

The Harvard Job Offer No One at Harvard 
Ever Heard Of 

Jeffrey Gettleman, Kate 
Conger and Suhasini 
Raj 

16/12/21 
News 
article 

0 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/technology/harvard-job-scam-
india.html?searchResultPosition=28  

Arrests, Beatings and Secret Prayers: Inside 
WKH�3HUVHFXWLRQ�RI�,QGLD¶V�&KULVWLDQV 

Jeffrey 
Gettleman and Suhasini 
Raj 

22/12/21 
News 
article 1 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/22/world/asia/india-christians-
attacked.html?searchResultPosition=29  

Overall number of relevant articles 16 
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ANNEX III 

Variable Categorisation: China 

 

Title 
Date 
(DD/MM/YY) 

Type of 
article 

Official 
sources 

Non-
official 
sources 

Human 
rights 

Sanctions 
Crimes 
against 
humanity 

Genocide Repression Violence Torture 

7UXPS� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V� $FWLRQV� LQ�
Middle East Complicate Its Criticisms of 
China 

09/01/20 
News 
analysis 

9 7 8 2 0 0 3 0 0 

Her Uighur Parents Were Model Chinese 
&LWL]HQV��,W�'LGQ¶W�0DWWHU� 

29/01/20 
Feature 
article 

2 25 4 0 0 0 0 3 1 

8�6��'HVLJQDWHV�&KLQD¶V�2IILFLDO�0HGLD�
as Operatives of the Communist State 

18/02/20 
News 
article 

15 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Lawmakers Propose Tough Limits 
on Imports from Xinjiang 

11/03/20 
News 
article 

13 8 7 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Critics Hear Political Tone as Pompeo 
Calls Out Diplomatic Rivals Over Human 
Rights 

11/03/20 "Politics" 10 2 6 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Sister Fights to Free Uighur Businessman 
Held in China After U.S. Trip 

09/05/20 "Politics" 12 16 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 

House Passes Uighur Human Rights Bill, 
Prodding Trump to Punish China 

27/05/20 "Politics" 4 1 7 4 0 1 0 0 0 

China Is Collecting DNA From Tens of 
Millions of Men and Boys, Using U.S. 
Equipment 

17/06/20 
News 
article 10 18 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The Biggest Obstacle to China Policy: 
President Trump 18/06/20 

News 
analysis 28 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 

&KLQD¶V� 0DQ� LQ� :DVKLQJWRQ�� 1DPHG�
Trump 

20/06/20 Opinion   7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Trump Says He Avoided Punishing 
China Over Uighur Camps to Protect 
Trade Talks 

21/06/20 "Politics" 9 2 6 7 0 0 0 0 1 

China and America Are Heading Toward 
Divorce 

23/06/20 Opinion   2 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

President Trump Has Tools to Pressure 
China. Will He Use Them? 01/07/20 Editorial 9 3 10 3 0 2 2 0 0 

Senate Sends Trump a Bill to Punish 
Chinese Officials Over Hong Kong 

02/07/20 "Politics" 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Chinese 
Officials Over Mass Detention of 
Muslims 

09/07/20 
News 
article 

7 6 12 5 0 1 0 1 0 

China Imposes Tit-for-Tat Sanctions on 
Three American Lawmakers 

13/07/20 
News 
article 

1 4 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Weighs Sweeping Travel Ban on 
Chinese Communist Party Members 

15/07/20 
News 
article 

10 3 2 4 0 0 2 0 0 

U.S. Imposes Sanctions on 11 Chinese 
Companies Over Human Rights 

20/07/20 News 
article 

8 6 4 4 0 0 1 0 0 

Banned Chinese Companies Deny 
Allegations They Abused Uighurs 21/07/20 

News 
article 4 6 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 

How the Cold War Between China and 
U.S. Is Intensifying 

22/07/20 
News 
article 

11 5 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Coalition Brings Pressure to End Forced 
Uighur Labor 

23/07/20 
News 
article 

11 3 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 

China Is Harvesting the DNA of Its 
People. Is This the Future of Policing? 

24/07/20 OP-ED 5 8 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 

Once a Source of U.S.-China Tension, 
Trade Emerges as an Area of Calm 

25/07/20 News 
article 

7 5 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

What Would a Cold War With China 
Look Like? 28/07/20 Opinion   11 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

5HSRUW�� 1�%�$�¶V� $FDGHPLHV� LQ� &KLQD�
Abused Athletes 

29/07/20 Report? 14 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
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U.S. Adds Sanctions Over Internment of 
Muslims in China 31/07/20 

News 
article 6 0 4 6 0 0 1 0 0 

Trump Administration Penalizes Hong 
Kong Officials for Crackdown on 
Protesters 

07/08/20 
News 
article 9 3 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Hong Kong Officials Condemn and 
Mock Trump Administration Sanctions 08/08/20 

News 
article 4 12 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Suspends Bilateral Agreements 
With Hong Kong, Escalating Tensions 
With China 

19/08/20 
News 
article 7 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

China Locks Down Xinjiang to Fight 
Covid-19, Angering Residents 25/08/20 

News 
article 3 19 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Penalizes 24 Chinese Companies 
Over Role in South China Sea 

26/08/20 News 15 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. May Ban Cotton From Xinjiang 
Region of China Over Rights Concerns 

07/09/20 
News 
article 

5 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 

:K\� &DOOV� WR� %R\FRWW� µ0XODQ¶� 2YHU�
Concerns About China Are Growing 

08/09/20 News 
article 

8 5 5 4 1 1 3 0 0 

Disney Wanted to Make a Splash in 
&KLQD�:LWK�µ0XODQ�¶�,W�6WXPEOHG�,QVWHDG� 12/09/20 

News 
article 9 6 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Restricts Chinese Apparel and Tech 
Products, Citing Forced Labor 

14/09/20 
News 
article 

15 6 8 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Senate Democrats Present $350 Billion 
Strategy to Counter China 

17/09/20 
News 
article 

5 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Rebuffed by Vatican, Pompeo Assails 
&KLQD�DQG�$OLJQV�:LWK�3RSH¶V�&ULWLFV 

30/09/20 
News 
article 

10 11 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

In Wake of Recent India-China Conflict, 
U.S. Sees Opportunity 

03/10/20 News 
article 

15 7 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

&KLQD¶V� 6XUYHLOODQFH� 6WDWH� Sucks Up 
Data. U.S. Tech Is Key to Sorting It. 22/11/20 

News 
article 18 12 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

3RSH� &DOOV� 8LJKXUV� µ3HUVHFXWHG�¶�
Prompting Pushback From China 

24/11/20 
News 
article 

1 14 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Nike and Coca-Cola Lobby Against 
Xinjiang Forced Labor Bill 29/11/20 

News 
article 25 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 

,�&�&�� :RQ¶W� ,QYHVWLJDWH� &KLQD¶V�
Detention of Muslims 

15/12/20 
News 
article 

3 12 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 

As China Tracked Muslims, Alibaba 
Showed Customers How They Could, 
Too 

16/12/20 
News 
article 

3 15 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 

China-E.U. Talks Hit Another Snag as 
Biden Camp Objects 

23/12/20 
News 
article 

5 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

China and E.U. Leaders Strike 
Investment Deal, but Political Hurdles 
Await 

30/12/20 
News 
article 

8 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

&KLQD¶V�1HZ�5XOHV�&RXOG�+LW�8�6��Firms 
and Send a Message to Biden 

09/01/21 
News 
article 

0 5 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 

8�6��6D\V�&KLQD¶V�5HSUHVVLRQ�RI�8LJKXUV�
,V�µ*HQRFLGH¶ 

19/01/21 
News 
article 

18 7 6 2 4 16 2 1 0 

&KLQD¶V� 2SSUHVVLRQ� RI� 0XVOLPV� LQ�
Xinjiang, Explained 

20/01/21 News 
article 

7 4 0 2 1 9 2 2 1 

7UXPS¶V� /DVW-Minute Moves Against 
&KLQD�&RPSOLFDWH�%LGHQ¶V�$JHQGD 20/01/21 

News 
article 8 13 4 3 0 8 2 0 0 

I Grew Up Witnessing Forced Labor. 
U.S. Companies Must Step Up. 

20/01/21 Opinion 6 1 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 

China Is Preparing for Another Olympics 
in Beijing, Like It or Not 

19/02/21 
News 
article 

10 4 7 3 0 1 1 0 0 

U.S. Joins Allies to Punish Chinese 
Officials for Human Rights Abuses 

22/03/21 
News 
article 

8 1 7 5 1 3 2 0 0 

:K\� $UH� &KLQD¶V� &RQVXPHUV�
Threatening to Boycott H&M and Other 
Brands? 

25/03/21 
News 
article 

2 12 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 

An Alliance of Autocracies? China 
Wants to Lead a New World Order. 

29/03/21 
News 
article 

4 18 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 
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Japan Is Finding It Harder to Stay Quiet 
RQ�&KLQD¶V�$EXVH�RI�8\JKXUV 01/04/21 

News 
article 2 11 5 2 0 4 1 0 0 

+HUH¶V� +RZ� WR� +DQGOH� WKH� µ*HQRFLGH�
2O\PSLFV¶�LQ�%HLMLQJ 

07/04/21 Opinion 3 0 6 3 1 10 3 0 1 

&KLQD¶V�6RODU�'RPLQDQFH�3UHVHQWV�%LGHQ�
With an Ugly Dilemma 

20/04/21 
News 
article 

14 7 8 4 0 0 0 0 1 

China Targets Muslim Women in Push to 
Suppress Births in Xinjiang 

10/05/21 
News 
article 

10 26 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 

Biden Expands Trump-Era Ban on 
Investment in Chinese Firms Linked to 
Military 

03/06/21 
News 
article 

8 1 1 3 0 0 1 0 0 

China Still Buys American DNA 
Equipment for Xinjiang Despite Blocks 

11/06/21 
News 
article 

12 7 9 4 1 0 1 0 0 

U.S. Bans Imports of Some Chinese Solar 
Materials Tied to Forced Labor 

24/06/21 News 
article 

14 6 2 7 0 2 3 0 0 

Fashion Retailers Face Inquiry Over 
Suspected Ties to Forced Labor in China 

02/07/21 
News 
article 

3 13 8 2 1 0 0 0 0 

<HOOHQ�6D\V�&KLQD�7UDGH�'HDO�+DV�µ+XUW�
$PHULFDQ�&RQVXPHUV¶ 

16/07/21 
News 
article 

15 5 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 

µ7KH\� +DYH� 0\� 6LVWHU¶�� $V� 8\JKXUV�
Speak Out, China Targets Their Families 

27/07/21 
News 
article 

3 23 1 0 0 1 2 0 1 

Two Scientific Journals Retract Articles 
Involving Chinese DNA Research 

09/09/21 News 
article 

1 10 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 

Taiwan, Trade, Tech and More: A Tense 
Era in U.S.-China Ties 15/11/21 

News 
article 9 11 2 2 0 1 1 0 0 

Twitter and Facebook hit back at Chinese 
propaganda campaigns. 

02/12/21 
News 
article 

6 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

U.S. Will Not Send Government Officials 
to Beijing Olympics 

06/12/21 
News 
article 

11 9 7 5 1 3 0 0 0 

House Votes to Impose Forced Labor Ban 
on Goods Made in Xinjiang 

08/12/21 
News 
article 

14 1 4 2 1 1 2 1 1 
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U.S. and Others Pledge Export Controls 
Tied to Human Rights 10/12/21 

News 
article 7 0 9 2 0 0 2 0 0 

How Beijing Influences the Influencers 13/12/21 Unclear 5 8 0 0 0 6 1 0 0 

Its Human Rights Record in Question, 
China Turns to an Old Friend 

14/12/21 News 
article 

4 9 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Congress Passes Ban on Goods From 
&KLQD¶V� ;LQMLDQJ� 5HJLRQ� 2YHU� )RUFHG�
Labor Concerns 

16/12/21 News 
article 

9 0 2 4 0 4 1 0 1 

U.S. Cracks Down on Firms Said to Aid 
&KLQD¶V�5HSUHVVLRQ�RI�Minorities 

16/12/21 News 
article 

28 2 2 5 0 0 2 0 0 

U.S. Olympic Leader Calls On China to 
,QYHVWLJDWH�6WDU¶V�$OOHJDWLRQV 17/12/21 

News 
article 8 6 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 

U.S. Effort to Combat Forced Labor 
Targets Corporate China Ties 

23/12/21 
News 
article 

24 3 6 5 0 4 1 0 0 

Overall N 672 506 269 173 16 84 53 8 12 

Mean 8.84 6.66 3.54 2.28 0.21 1.10 0.70 0.10 0.16 
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ANNEX IV 

Variable Categorisation: India 

 

Title 
Date 
(DD/MM/YY) 

Type of 
article 

Official 
sources 

Non-
official 
sources 

Human 
rights 

Sanctions 
Crimes 
against 
humanity 

Genocide Repression Violence Torture 

As India Violence Gets Worse, Police Are 
Accused of Abusing Muslims 

02/01/20 
News 
article 

0 24 1 0 0 0 0 4 1 

Trump Sees Commitment to Religious 
Freedom in India as Riots Break Out 

25/02/20 
News 
article 

14 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

,Q�,QGLD��0RGL¶V�3ROLFLHV�+DYH�/LW�D�)XVH 01/03/20 News 
article 

2 14 1 0 0 0 0 6 1 

Why Delhi Police Did Nothing to Stop 
Attacks on Muslims 03/03/20 Opinion 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 

+RZ� 'HOKL¶V� 3ROLFH� 7XUQHG� Against 
Muslims 

12/03/20 
News 
article 

0 22 2 0 0 0 0 12 0 

The Terrorist Who Got Away 19/03/20 
Feature 
article 

2 30 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 

8QGHU�0RGL��,QGLD¶V�3UHVV�,V�1RW�6R�)UHH�
Anymore 

02/04/20 
News 
article 

0 23 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Kashmir, Under Siege and Lockdown, 
Faces a Mental Health Crisis 

26/04/20 News 
article 

0 15 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 

India Rounds Up Critics Under Shadow of 
Virus Crisis, Activists Say 

19/07/20 
News 
article 

1 20 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 

Hundreds of Police Killings in India, but 
No Mass Protests 

20/08/20 
News 
article 

0 21 3 0 0 0 0 0 7 

Amazon Web Drama Draws the Wrath of 
,QGLD¶V�+LQGX�1DWLRQDOLVWV 

18/01/21 
News 
article 

0 9 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
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,QGLD¶V� 1HZV� 8SVWDUWV� &KDOOHQJHG�0RGL��
New Rules Could Tame Them. 27/03/21 

News 
article 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

$�)LHUFH�(OHFWLRQ�7HVWV�0RGL¶V�&DPSDLJQ�
to Remake India 

07/04/21 
News 
article 

0 12 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

µ$UH� :H� +XPDQ"¶� 0RGL¶V� 8VH� RI�
Antiterror Law Draws Scrutiny From 
Courts 

12/10/21 
News 
article 

0 12 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

In a Region in Strife, ,QGLD¶V�0RUDO�+LJK�
Ground Erodes 

06/11/21 
News 
article 

1 7 3 0 0 0 0 16 0 

Arrests, Beatings and Secret Prayers: 
,QVLGH�WKH�3HUVHFXWLRQ�RI�,QGLD¶V�&KULVWLDQV 

22/12/21 
News 
article 

1 26 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Overall N 21 251 14 0 0 0 0 65 13 

Mean 1,31 15,69 0,87 0 0 0 0 4,06 0,81 
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